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PREFACE.  

THERE is probably no country in the world that, 
uiitil within the present year, has been less a sub- 
ject of interest than Bhotan, and as a natural conse- 
quence, probably no one, that there is less generally 
known about. In  fact, it lnay be said without ex- 
aggeration, that, until recently, comparatively few but 
those who made Asiatic geography a special study ever 
heard its name. Nevertheless, hidden as Bhotan has 
been from public notice, a great deal of official infor- 
mation has been on record about it, and from its 
proximity to the north-eastern frontier of our posses- 
sions in India, the Government of that country has had 
frequent troubles with it ; the earliest of which dates 
: ~ s  far back as the year 1 7  72. These troubles have 
related chiefly to raids into British territory (plun- 
dering cattle, c'kc., and carrying off natives to be 
used as ~1:tves) which having been punished in u 
variety of mild wa,ys without producing any good 
effect, nltima,tc!ly dccidcd the Indian Government 011 
i~nnexing in 1864 the portioil of the Bhotan frontier 
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from which the predatory incursions were made. In  
the course of the narrative however it will be shown 
that grounds exist for believing that the faults were 
not altogether on the side of the Bhotanese, and 
that a certain lawlessness of action has prevailed on 
both sides of the frontier; pretty much as existed 
on the borders of England and Scotland in former 
years. 

The first chapter is devoted to a sketch of the 
country, its inhabitants, and form of government, 
sufficiently detailed to enable the reader a t  starting 
to understand who the Bhotanese really are, and 
the relation in which they stand to Thibet, and 
thus, indirectly, to our old friends the Chinese. I11 

preparing this sketch, I have drawn freely on the 
official records having latest reference to the subject, 
and have also, in some measure been aided by my 
own observation. The second chapter refers to the 
commencement of British intercourse with Bhotan i11 
1772, and brings our acquaintance with the country 
up to the year 1815. The third treats of the troubles 
consequent on the annexation of Assaln in 1828, and 
the assumption by the Government of India of the 
relations which had previously existed between tllc 
Assamese and the Bhotanese. Reference is also briefly 
made in this chapter to the first regular mission sent 
to Bhotan by the Indian Government in 1837, and to 
the train of events (details being given in the forin of 
an Appendix) which in 1862 determined the Governor- 
General, Lord Canning, to sencl a second. This 
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mission was that of the Honourable Ashley Eden, 
and its failure having been the immediate cause of 
the Dooar war-so called from the name of the 
territory belonging to Bhotali that it was deemed 
necessary to annex as a preventive of further 
aggression-a more than passing notice is required 
of it. Chapters four and five are therefore devoted 
to an account of Mr. Eden's journey from Darjee- 
ling to Poonaklia, the capital of Bhotan, in 1864. 
Chapter six treats of negotiations a t  that place, 
and of the peculiar circumstances under which they 
were conducted. While the two previous chapters 
are a pre'cis of a portion of a very interesthlg re- 
port furnished the Government of India by Mr. Eden 
on his return, this chapter (the sixth) is the sub- 
stance in detail, but little altered from the original 
text, of a special communication addressed to the 
Governnzent, and to which publicity has only re- 
cently been given. The character of the remainder 
of tlie narrative may be gathered from the follomillg 
stateineilt of the circulnstaiices under which it has 
been written. 

Early i11 October 1864, \vlien the organisation of 
tlie field force about to operate against Bhotan was 
in progress, the 80th Regiment, at the time ah 
Jha,usi, was ~Iet~ailed to for111 a portion of it. A 
sta,ff-snrgeon was required to t,n,lie medical charge of 
it, ; t)he snrgeon of the corps being at  the time in 
England. I vollmteered for t'his duty, but as I waa 
: ~ t  the time specia.lly eliiployed I was not considered 
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available. As matters however turned out, a staff- 
surgeon was not at  the period wanted, the left Wing 
only of the regiment going to Darjeeling on the 
north-eastern frontier as a supporLwhile the head- 
quarters were brought down to Dum Durn, near 
Calcutta; so as to be at  hand, in the event of further 
support being required. Shortly after this occurred, 
my services having been placed at  the disposal of the 
Commander-in-Chief, I thought it likely, that, from 
my local position, should the head-quarters of the 
80th Regiment have to proceed to the scene of hostili- 
ties, I should have to accompany it. This led to my 
making myself acquainted with the train of events 
which had rendered operations against Bhotan ne- 
cessary, and with a view of having a connected 
record of events in the event of ultimately having 
opportunities for personal observation, I also col- 
lected such information relating to the opening of 
the campaign as my residence in Calcutta enabled 
me to do. 

At the commencement of December 1864, the 
British troops entered the Bhotan territory, and the 
annexation measures, which had been previously 
det,ermined on, were carried out, almost without 
resistance, and the year 1865 opened with the whole 
affair apparently terminated ; orders being issued by 
the Government for the break-up of the field force. 
Before however these orders could be acted upon, 
the aspect of affairs on the frontier was completely 
changed-the Bhntmese came down in force, and 
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attacked our troops in the positions they were hold- 
ing in the lower range of the Himalayas of Bhotan, 
from two of which they succeeded in dislodging 
them ; one of the columns losing its guns and some 
of its sick in retreating to the plains. 

Immediate preparations were made by the Govern- 
ment for repairing these disasters, and large reinforce- 
ments-including two batteries of Royal Artillery, 
the 55th and 80th Regiments-were despatched in 
February to the north-eastern frontier. I was placed 
in medical charge of the latter corps, which formed 
the reserve of the Left Brigade of the Dooar Field 
Force, and served with it in the Himalayas until the 
termination of active operations, and the adoption 
for the time being, of a purely defensive policy. 

Though the 80th Regiment was not required to 
advance beyond Darjeeling, and consequently was 
not actively engaged, I was nevertlleless favourably 
situated for obtaining information regarding the few 
operations which were carried on, and I was also able 
to see something of Bhotail and the recently annexcd 
Dooars, 

In June 1865, I was ordered to England in charge 
of troopfi, and with the view partly of beguiling t,lle 
tediousness of a fonr months' voyage round the Cape 
of Good Hope-made for the fifth time-partly in the 
hope of furnishing some inforination about a country 
almost altogether unwritten about, so fa<r a,s I am 
aware, except in Government reports not available to 
the reading public generally, I set myself the task 
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now completed, in the course of which I have endea- 
voured to give such a sketch of the recent military 
operations and their results as brings our acquaint- 
ance with Bhotan up to the latest date :-the cam- 
paign against it having become invested with a 
degree of interest more the result of its cost 
(8800,000)* and the expenditure of life and health 
from climatic causes by which it has been attended, 
than of the more exciting incidents of warfare; the 
minimum of what is usually called military glory 
having accrued from it. 
In the course of that portion of the narrative 

which relates to my residence at  Darjeeling, I have 
endeavoured to throw some light on the origin of 
the Mongolian tribes forming the bulk of the popu- 
lation of the Sikiin Himalayas-a subject upon which 
but little has been written, and that little, I am 
inclined to think of doubtful accuracy. Whatever 
my views relating thereto may be worth, in forming 
them, I have had the advantage of a moderately 
intimate previous acquaintance with the physical and 
other ~hara~cteristics of a variety of subdivisions of 
the great Mongolian family, and particularly of the 
one from which, in my opinion, is descended the 
section of the Sikim population, concerning whose 
origin obscurity exists. That my observatioiis on 

* Tllc. ailm rluoted : ~ l , o ~ c ,  mas tha t  which the Dooar war was known 

t o  Iiure r u ~ t  nhvn  1 left C a l c ~ ~ t t a  on the  17th of J u n e  1865. Now how- 
rrer .  ~t r1ll15t l~ rel?resente(l l ~ y  much liigh(,r figurra ; cor~uecjurnt on the 
nnfilhiqli+-(l c1i:lractrr of the  cnmpaign and  tllp rxt ,>nrirc  prrpnriltions 
\vllich hare sincc bc1c.n maclc fur a renewal of hostilities. 
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this subject and other points relating thereto might 
be better arranged than they are, I am fully sensible, 
but I have preferred making them in a somewhat 
desultory manner rather than deviate from the plan 
I have followed throughout of recording my persoila,l 
experiences in the order of their occurrence. 

The arranging and re-writing of my notes and 
shaping the work illto its present form were com- 
menced in the Bay of Bengal, and finished off the 
Azores-for its shoi-tcomings, therefore, I trust allow- 
ance will be made ; a cuddy table in a sailing troop 
ship presenting a coinbination of circuinstances the 
reverse of favourable to a literary undertaking. 

The following are the sources from which those 
portions of the narrative (Appendix included) relating 
to events prior to the comrnei~ceinent of the military 
operations, as yet unfinished, have chiefly been com- 
piled-Captain Turner's En~bassy to Tllibet, Kishen- 
kant Bose's account of his visit to Bl~ota~n, and tllc 
reports of Captain Pemberton, Dr. Griffiths, and t,he 
Honourable Ashley Eden. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Wit,ll respect to the illustrations, I have to state 
that having casun,lly brongllt lzo~ne a few pl~otographs 
from Dar-jeeling, it was thought as well to engrave 
tliein, and also introduce a, few woodcuts from Dr. 
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Hooker's journal of his visit to the Sikim Himalayas ; 
the woodcuts thus borrowed, being so far illustrative 
of what is described in the portions of the narrative 
where they have been introduced, as to be useful to 
the reader. 

I may also state that at  the conclusion of the 
narrative, I have been able to append a note contain- 
ing a brief summary of our relations with Bhotan 
up to the latest date ; which renders the work more 
complete than it otherwise would be. 

Dtccmber 1 Rth, 19G.j. 
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BHOTAN 

T H E  WAR.  

CHAPTER I. 

Geographical Position and Extent of Bhotan-Nature of the Country- 
AIeaning of the tern1 Dooar-Origin of the word Bhotan-Source from 
which its Inhabitants have sprung-Thc tern1 B h o t ~ a h  synonymous 
with that  of Thibetinn-Obscurity connected with the early History 
of Bhotan-Traditions with reference thereto-Political Reltlt,ion6: 
wit11 Thibet, and China-Natnre of the Government-Constitution of 
the Council-The Dllurnls and Deb Rajas-The Penlows, Jungpens, 
and their Subordinates-Rrvcnue and Judicial Systems-Religion- 
Language-Military Resources. 

THE country to which the name of Bliotan is usually 
given in lnoderii maps is situated on the north-eastern 
frontier of our Indian Empire, between the parallels 
of 26" 30' and 28" of north latitude and from 88" 45' 
to 92" 25' of east longitude. It extends from the 
southern declivities of the great central ridge of the 
ITiinadaya Mountains to the level ground in front of 
tlia,t portion of their inferior chain which constitutes 
the natural northern boundary of the Assnm Valley 
slid the nortell-eastern one of the plains of Bengal. 

B 
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In length Bhotan is two hundred and twenty miles. 
Its breadth varies a good deal, and may be stated as 
averaging about ninety miles. It is bounded on the 
north by Thibet, on the south by Bengal, the pro- 
tected State of Cooch Behar, and Assam. On the 
west by the Teesta River, which separates it from 
Sikim (the territory intervening between Bhotan and 
Nepaul), and on the east by the Dhunseeree River, 
separating it from the hill districts ruled over by the 
Towang Raja; a priest subordinate to the Grand 
Lama-the ecclesiastical ruler of Thibet. 

With the exception of a strip of land varying in 
breadth from ten to thirty miles, situated at  the foot 
of the inferior heights-but not properly belonging to 
Bhotan; having been acquired by aggression from the 
Mo,d dynasty, the whole of the country presents a 
succession of as rugged and lofty mountain scenery 
as is to be found in the world. The area of Bhotan 
Proper, namely, the portion included between the 
higher and lower Himalayan ranges, has been esti- 
mated at 19,800 geographical miles. The level grouncl 
at the foot of the latter, wrested from the Moguls, 
runs along the whole length of the country, and 
separates the British frontier from the subordinate 
chain of the Bhotan hills. Communication between 
this plain and the interior of Bhotan takes place 
through a series of mountain passes, locally known as 
Dooars, a word derived from the Hindoostanee dwiir, 
a gate or entrance. This name has been inappropri- 
ately applied to the level tract upoil which these 
passes open, and thns a much wider meaning has 
become attached to the word Dooar than that which 
etymologically belongs to it. These Dooars, which 
consist of a rich and fertile soil capable of high cul- 
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tivation, will be inore fully described in connexioii 
wit11 the history of British intercourse with Bhotaii. 

Though the Bl~oteahs, by which naine it has be- 
come the custom to designate the inhabitants of intra- 
montane Bhotan,* are as distinct fioiil the natives of 
Hindoostan as the African Negro is from the China- 
man, the appellation, nevertheless, by which their 
country is known to us, owes its origin to a Hindoo- 
stanee source-the word Bhotan simply meaning the 
country of the Bhots or Thibetians. More correctly, 
i t  should be spelt Bhotstan-stan in the Persian and 
Arabic meaning place, as istan does in the Sanscrit : 
heilce Hindoostaa, Afghanistan and Beloochistan, 
the places respectively of the Hindoo, the Afghan, 
and the Belooch. The Bhoteahs and the Thibetians 
me in fact the saine people ; tlie former being what 
inay be termed a colonial branch of the latter, who 
have become alienated in a considerable measure 
from the inother country, by attempting the inde- 
peizclent governnlent of hill territory, originally ac- 
quired by Thibetian enterprise, but, from its unpro- 
ductiveness, apparently given up by the Governiilent 
to such adventurers as chose to remain in it. 

The proofs of identity bet~veell the terins Tliibe- 
tian and Blloteali are the following. I11 tlie first 
place, the word Thibet is not only unl<nown in the 
conntry portrayed mldcr that iia~ile in European maps, 
but is a word respecting the origin of which we llnve 
110 authentic knowleclge. nTillinnzs, in noticing Thibet 
in his work called " The Middle I<ingdom," states- 

* I makc use of thc  t c r n ~  intm-niontnnc Bhotan, as distinctive of 
1:hotnn Proper ;  inasmiich :IS thc  1)oo:lr portion of the  con i~ t rg  is i n -  
h : i l ~ i t c d  1)g a n  In t l i i~nic  r:wc altogc-thcr clihtinct from thc  13hotcahs, :~ncl 
11(,1d in v:~xs:ll:lgc% 11y tli(~m. 

B 2 
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" The name Tibet or Tubet is coriupted from Tu-PO, 
the country of the Tu, a race which over-ran it in the 
sixth century ; another name, according to Turner, 
is Pue Koachim, signifying 'the snowy country of 
the north,' but Csoma,* who lived there some years, 
says the people called it Pot, or Bod, or Bod Pul, the 
lalid of Bod. The Chinese call the whole country 
Si Tsang, and divide it into Tsien Tsang, or Anterior 
Tibet, and Hang Tsang, or Ulterior Tibet." That 
the word Bot, variously pronounced Bhote, Bod, Pot, 
Poot, is the name by which Thibet is locally Imown, 
I am able to testify from personal knowledge, and 
that such is the case would also seem to be recog- 
nised by certain geographers, inasmuch as iu many 
modern maps the country is designated by the words 
" Thibet or Bot." I am not myself inclined to adopt 
the words Tzc P o  as those from which Thibet is de- 
rived ; being of opinion that it more probably owes 
its origin to a source somewhat similar to that to 
which the word Typhoon is to be traced, namely, a 
corruption of the two Chinese words Tu and Fzi~g ; 
the former signifying great, the latter wind. Though 
Bot may not be the name by which Thibet is com- 
monly known in China, it does not appear to me to 
preclude the possibility of the local name of Bot 
having received the Chinese affix of Tch, nu indicative 

* Thc  C'roma llrrp r p f ~ r r p d  to by Willi:~ms is  Csom:r d c  Korml,  
:I. Hruncxri:~n wllo rwitlerl srvc.ral p a r s  at  I,RSR;L, t l i ~  capital of Tlril)rt, 
s t ~ ~ t l j - i n g  ~ I I P  I : I I I ~ I I : I ~ P .  HP C ~ I I I ~ ) U Y C , ~  :t Tliil,~ti:lli g r : t t ~ ~ n i i ~ r  ant1 dip- 
tion:iry, tlw paljlic~:~tion of whirl1 11,. ~rrprr intrnt l t~t l  at (I:rlcnttn, anll, 
unfortruiat~1:-. n - h i l ~  on tlir way I ~ c k  to tlir scrnc, of I ~ i q  pllilologic:~l 
1,lhourr. W:IY ovcrt:~krn 1 , ~  sirlzucscis, w l ~ i r h  tc.rmin:ltrd fiit i~lly at  1):tr- 
.jrplinz in 1842.  112 toml)stonr i u  t l ~ r  h ~ ~ r i ~ l - g r o ~ ~ n t l  of t11:lt rc.~notit 
rtatlon, beanng n higllly ctulogirtic inscription, marks Ili* last rcsting- 
place. 
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of the greater division of the country from the lesser, 
and thus that the two words Ta Bot, corrupted into 
Thibet, may have been adopted by foreigners as 
generic for the whole. That there is a subdivision 
of the country called Great Thibet is supported by 
the evidence of Csoma de Korosi, who says tha't the 
country is divided by the inhabitants illto Kham Yul 
or Eastern Thibet, called also Pot-Chea or Great 
Thibet, Wei Tsang or Thibet Proper, and Ari or 
North-western Thibet. In  the second place, at  
Darjeeling, which is one of the great points of rendez- 
vous between the Indo-Chinese races, the worcl Tllibet 
is unintelligible, though Thibetians abound in the 
place ; the term Bhoteah, however, is generally under- 
stood and in no way restricted to the inhabitants of 
Bhotan. At Darjeeling it is a matter of every-day 
occurxence at the present time to see groups of men 
belonging to the Mongolian race in conversation, who, 
while bearing a general resemblance to each other, 
nevertheless differ in many respects, such as the inode 
of wearing the hair, the nature of their garments 
and diadect. Many of them understand a little 
Hindoostalzee, a knowledge of which is very useft11 to 
them in the course of the petty trading transactions 
in which they are engaged. On going up to groups 
of this lrincl, as I have often clone, and pointing out 
a particular inan, asking if he is a Bhoteah, the 
reply inn~y be " Ney Bhoteah, Lepcha ; " lneaning that 
the man is not a Thibet,ian, but a Lepcha, the nnme 
by which a, Mongcdian tribe that forms a large pro- 
portion of the l3opulation of Sikim Proper, and 
British SiBim or the Daljeeling territory, is known.* 

* Thc Lrychas :*nd thew proba1,lc origin will Ire found morc flllly 
: i l l~ idrd to in  anot1lt.r part of thc work. 
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Indicating a second man, and enquiring if he is a 
Bhoteah, the answer may be in the afimative, and 
then the interrogator has to find out what Bhoteah 
he is ; one inan may be a " Sikim Bhoteah," another 
a (' Nepaul Bhoteah," or Thibetians who have emi- 
grated to and settled in these countries ; while a 
third may be a " Dhurma Bhoteah," or inhabitant of 
Bhotan Proper; so called from the country being 
presided over by an ecclesiastical ruler known a.s the 
Dhurma Raja. Another of the group may admit 
hilnself a Bhoteah, but deny belonging to any of these 
countries, and reply, '' Cheen Ka Bot ; " meaning that 
he is a Bhoteah of China, or what we call a Thibetian. 
In  the group there may be one or more other men, 
who, though quite distinct from the natives of 
Hindoost,an, still are equally distinct from the 
Lepchas and the different classes of the Bhoteahs. 
Their features are decidedly those of the Malay race, 
and they are known under the generic name of 
Paharees, or hill-men. They may be either natives 
of Nepaul, or a cross between them and the Bengalee. 
Many of t'hein, no doubt, are sprung from the a,bori- 
gines of that portion of the Himalayan range whicll 
is now inhabited chiefly by Mongolian tribes. 

Having thus shown the wide signification locally 
a,ttached to the term Bhoteah, I shall in the course 
of the ensuing narrative avoid using it, and in lieu 
thereof substitmute Bhotanese, as distinctive of the 
inhabitants of Bhotan;* 

+ I n  explanation of t h r  mode adopted 1)y me of spelling this  wortl, T 
may a r  well qtate tha t  it  i 4  I I ; I ~ P ~  011 no rule whatc.vrr. I have m~.rcbl! 
adopted it from ol~serving that it iq t h ~  one most commonly followetl In 
modern lriapr aufl  atlases, ant1 t h ~ r e f o r r  t h r  one most fami1i:tr to  Europctnn 
geogr.rpliers, and qnite a? correct as Hootan, t h r  other  way in wliicll r 11,. 



CH. I .  EARLY HISTORY. 7 

With respect to the early history of Bhotan we 
have little or no reliable information, what is known 
on the subject being for the most pa,rt traditional 
and hurriedly acquired in the course of the diplomatic 
relations which the Government of India has, on two 
occasions within the last twenty-five years, unsuc- 
cessfully endeavoured to establish with the Bhota- 
liese Government. The latest and most detailed 
account we have is tha t  contained in the Report of 
the Honourable Ashley Eden, the failure of whose 
mission to Bhotan, in  1864, led to the military 
operations that  will hereafter be referred to. Ac- 
eording to the data fiunished Mr. Eden, Bhotan ha's 
not been in the possession of Thibetians for rnucli 
more than two centuries, and is stated to have be- 
longed to a tribe that  the Bhotanese call Tephoo, 
who are believed to have been the'people of Cooch 
Behar. Of the conquest of the Tephoo t,erritory 
(Bhotan), and the establishlnent therein of an or- 
ga.ilised form of government, Mr. Eden gives the 
following account- 

" About two hundred years ago some Thibetian 
sepoys were sent from Kampa* by the orders of the 
Lsssa Governinent to look a t  the c o ~ u ~ t r y  ; a figlit 
ensued ; the Tephoos gave way and went down to the 
plains, with the exception of a few who re~naiiied in 

word is ~ i sna l ly  sl7clt. I Ilnvr adoptc~d t h r  s:Lmr principle wit11 refcrellce 
to  t 1 1 ~  nrorcl Silcim, a n d  sh:~l l  :~tlhc>rc t o  i t  t,hroughout t h r  narrativr, 
c,xrcpt whcrr it :~ppc :~r r~  ns :I. quotation. 

* I(i~ml>"is tllv n:Lmc> fiivcn to that  portion of Thibct. lying hctween 
tllc sol~tllc,rn Imnk of thc Tsan 1'0 River and the  snowy ridges which 
~('1):11':11(~ it from t l ~ c  nor t l~c~rn  limit of Ellotan. Accortling to  l'c,mbcrton, 
it 19 lllr lwrlioll of Thil)ct to  which thv knowledgt, of t h ~  l3hotanesc ig  

:11111oqt ~111irrly c o ~ i f i ~ ~ ~ d ,  a s  l l ~  could ~ ~ Y C O V C ' ~  ft-w pc,opl,> in thc country 
who had visited Lasstl. 
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a menial capacity with the Bhoteahs, and whose 
descendants are to be found still holding the lowest 
offices about the forts, and their appearance clearly 
indicates their plains origin. The Kampa sepoys 
took such a fancy to the country that they refused to 
return, and, remaining, formed a little colony without 
organisation or government. After a time they were 
visited by st travelling Lama from Lassa, named 
Sheptoon La-pha. He acquired great influence over 
the little colony, and they eventually made him their 
king, under the title of Dhurma Raja. He was a 
vood and wise ruler, kept the country in good order, h 

was beneficent to his subjects, and was supported 
entirely by voluntary contributions. There was at 
this time in a monastery of Kain, to the south-east 
of Lassa, a certain Lama named Farchoo Doopgein 
Sheptoon ; he was a very religious man, but was not 
bound by vows of celibacy, and had a large family. 
A few years after the election of Sheptoon La-pha to 
be Dhurma Raja, Doopgein went to Lassa to see his 
tutor and religious guide, but on arriving there 
found he was clead. The other disciples of the de- 
ceased Lama told him that, just before dying, he had 
said, ' Tell my disciple, Farchoo Doopgein, that if 
he journeys to the Lah-Lumpa (south country) he will 
become a great man.' He accordingly came to the 
conclusion that the south country must be Bootan, 
and went there and settled down quietly. By degrees 
he accluired a great reputation for piety and learning, 
people flocked to him, and his wishes were more 
cared for than those of the Dhnrma Raja, Sheptoon 
La-pha. La-pha began to fear that the people would 
dethrone him and place Doopgein on the throne, 
and so he wrote him a letter requesting him to leave 
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the country. Doopgein refused. On this the Dhurma 
Raja sent him an order banishing him from the 
country, on the ground that a married Lama was a 
scandal to the religion of Buddh. This letter he 
sent by a one-eyed messenger, a proceeding which, 
according to the Thibetian notions of etiquette, is a 
gross insult. Doopgein, however, interpreted i t  
otherwise, and sent back the following message to 
him : ' You have tried to insult me by sending me a, 
message by a one-eyed man ; but I see a good omen 
in this-it clearly indicates that you will soon have 
difficulty in seeing the country you now govern.' 
This was talcen as a declaration of war. Doopgein 
claimed the Rajaship, the people flocked to him, and 
La-pha was abandoned by his followers, and, being 
reduced to starvation, ran away into Thibet to a 
place called Kongoo.* . . . . Doopgehl Sheptoon 
was the oilly good ruler the Booteahs ever had. It w2s 
he who built the forts of Angdu Forung, Poonakh, and 
lastly, Paro. He made a code of laws for the protec- 
tion of the ryots (agricultural peasantry), forbidding 
the levy of ai~ytlliizg beyond voluntary contributions. 
He appoillted Peillows and Jungpens (governors re- 
spectively of provinces and forts) to administer the 
country, but kept them under control, and liinited the 
nnmber of their followers to twenty-five for each chief. t 

" According t o  tlic trndition:~ry n c c o ~ u ~ t  from n-hich the  nl7ov~ i s  
t:~kcn, Slicptoon La-plin was woll rclccivrd a t  Ko~igoo  1)y sonic Tl~ihet ian 
nlc~rcliants, who nssc~ssctl t l ~ c n ~ s c ~ l v r s  in a fixed s u m  a11111ii111y for his  
s ~ p ~ o r t ,  in conxitlcmtion of s c n ~ i c r s  Ilr 11nd rcndcrcd tlicm wliilc in 
Bhot:in 1)y f n c i l i t n t i ~ i ~  tlicir commu~~icnt ion with Bengnl. 

t The sxmf. triltlition states that-" When 1)oopgcin Slleptoon 1)ecnrnc 
I)hurnin h j n ,  he  ~ e p n ~ a t r c l  from l ~ i s  family ; their  dcsscc~idnnts arp still  
(listingnished us  the clan of Chu-jt., the chief family of Lamas  in 13hotnn. 
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The next Dhurma Raja, considering that temporal 
and spiritual powers were incompatible, confined 
himself entirely to the latter, and appointed a Dewan 
or Vizier to wield the former. This Dewan by degrees 
became the Deb Raja and temporal ruler of Bootan. 
There is no further trace of the history of Bootan 
till some eighty or ninety years ago, when a certain 
Deb, Jeedah, distinguished himself by his aggressive 
foreign policy." 

The account here given of the origin of the Bhotan 
Government was obtained by Mr. Eden from Cheeboo 
Lama, whose information, it is stated, was derived 
from books from Thibetian monasteries. Cheeboo 
Lama is a native of Sikim, of the Lepcha tribe, 
who, though a priest by profession, resides at  Dazjee- 
ling as the political representative of the Sikim Raja, 
with whom the British Government is at  present on 
friendly terms. He accompanied Mr. Eden's mission 
to Bhotan as Thibetian interpreter. From some little 
personal knowledge, however, I have of him, I should 
not feel inclined to place implicit reliance on the cor- 
rectness of information furnished by him on matters 

They are up to the present time ex~mptr r l  from all taxation and payment 
of revrnur, and are rntitlrrl to special marlrs of distinction on e n t ~ r i n g  any 
of t h ~ ,  forts ; thry mnnagr all thr  affairs of thr  Dhurn~n  Rqja. Wl~cll 
L a n ~  Doopgein Shpptoon cli~rl he said that, if Ilia F~orlywas prcs~rved 110 

would reappear again in Rhotan. E1i.s l~orly is to the prcsrnt day kept in 
the Fort  of Poonakh, in a silvcr tomb callcil Slit~ptoon Macher (or the first 
Shrptoon), and ten ant1 rice arr  daily put into thr  toml). Tllrrr ycnrs 
aftrr  t l l p  drath of T)oopgrin, his incarnation rrapprzlrccl at L R . S R ~  in t,hr 
person of a littlr child, who, before it onght to have 1)ccn a l ~ l e  to speak, 
announccrl itself a4 tlir nhurma R:~.jn of Rhotan. I t  mar l~ro~igllt,  in great 
state to Hhotnn, and having 11:til thc late Ryja's cooking utensils put 1)cfori. 
i t ,  anil .siinilar article? 1,clonginq to otllrr prraone, it itlrntifird tllc Jt:~,ja'n 
property, tl111~ satiqfactorily cstal~lishing its own identity as the pro- 
m i d  incarnation." 



relating to local history or philology; having found 
his statemeilts on certain points, connected with these 
subjects, that he might have been supposed to be 
quite competent to give a reliable opinion upon, alto- 
gether wrong. There are several iilconsistencies in 
what lie has stated to Mr. Eden, ainongst others, 
that the Thibetian sepoys should have made the 
travelling Lama their ruler under the title of Dhurma 
Raja, the words being of purely Hindoostanee origin, 
and their meaning, " The King of Virtuev-the Thi- 
betian language being at the same time as distinct 
from the Hindoostanee as the latter is from the Eng- 
lish. It nzay have been that it mas by terms synony- 
mous in Tlzibetian to Dhurma Raja in Hindoostanee 
that Sheptooiz La-pha was raised to the sovereignt,y 
of Bhotan-still that such was the case is not stated.* 

* The following extract from the Travels of Ralph Fitch, a merchant 
of London, who in the year 1583 visited Bengal, is intrrrsting, from 
showing that  a t  that  tirue the country we now call Bhotan was in thc 
posss~s.jion of Thibetians, and also that  thc t ~ r m  Bhoteah was then in us(. 
:IS nlcll as the ITindoostanee word Dllllrnla as indicative of the Ruler of 
Ilhotan :-" Thrrc. is a country four days' journey from Cuch or Quichur, 
11c~forr mentiont.11, which is callctl Bootanter and the city Bhotcah ; t h r  
1,i11q is cilllrd Dummniu, the pcoplc whereof arc rcry tall and strong; 
ant1 thcrc arc mcrchant~  which coinr out of China, :uld thcy say out of 
Mnscovia or Tartnry, :t1111 thcy coinr to buy [srll ?I musk, cambals, 
:~gat~\s ,  silk, peppc~,  and s:~ffron of Persia. The country is very great- 
t l~ree  montlis' journry. Thrrc arc vt>ry high mocuntains in this co~liltry, 
and one of thcin is AO steep that  when six dags ' j o~~rncy  off it, he map 
see it p c ~ f i ~ t l p .  Upon t l l c s ~  monnt:~ins are pcoplr a,hich hnvr cars 01' 
:I Rpan long : if their cars br not long thcy call t l lc~n :1prs. They sa! 
t h i~ t  wlicn they 1)c upon the n~onnt:rins they scr ships in the sea sailing 
to and fro ; 1)ut thcp know not u~l~ence  thcy comc nor whither they go. 
Tllrrc :ire mcrchnnts wI1ic11 comc out of the east, thcy say from lundcr thv 
s l~u ,  which is from ('hina, which Ilavc no l~c:lrds ; and thry sajr there it 
is soln~thing w:tnn. 2311t those, who 11:lvc come from the other side of 
tllc niountains, wliich is from the north, say there it is rery cold. Thl. 
nortlicr~l nlcrchants arc app;trclled nith ~voollen cloth and hats, white 
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Considering these inconsistencies, and the absurdities 
connected with the incarnation of the Doopgein 
Sheptoon, which are circumstantially detailed by 
Cheeboo, I am inclined to think that, in the absence 
of specific data on which to form a judgment, the 
following brief notice of the subject in the account 
given by Captain Pemberton of his mission to Bhotan 
in 1838 is likely to be found the more correct-- 

"There is a tradition current in Bootan that the 
country was once ruled by Thibetian officers resident in 
it, and that all the palaces and castles now occupied 
by the Deb and Dhurina Rajas, Penlows, and Jungpens 
were originally constructed by Chinese and Thibetian 
architects for the accommodation of those provincial 
governors ; but that after holding the country for 
some time, and finding it totally unprofitable, the 
officers were withdrawn, and the Booteahs were 
allowed to govern themselves ; still, however, agree- 

hozen close, and boots which be  of Muscovia o r  Tartary.  They 
report  t h a t  in their country they have very goocl horses, b u t  they 
he little ; some men have four, five, o r  six hundred horses o r  kine ; they 
live with milk ant1 flcwh. They cut  the  tails of their  kine, and sell them 
very dear, for they l)e in great  rcbquest ant1 much esteemed in those 
parts  : the hair  of them is a yard long. They  use t o  hang  them for 
bravery upon the heads of their elephants ; they he much used in Pegu 
and China ; they 1)uy and sell I)y scores upon the  grounil. T h c  people are 
very swift on foot." This  description of the  t rade between Thihet,  
Ehotan,  and Bengal closrly rc~sem1,les what  it is a t  t l ~ c  prcs rn t  (lay, :~nrl 
from the reference matle to  Cooch Rrhar ,  i t  may hc inferretl tha t  in 
thore days it, was the placc w h r r ~  the t raders  chirfly asaem1,led. Fitch's 
travels a re  containrtl in IIakluyt 's Collection of Voyages, and he  sct3ms 
t o  have lwen engaged in the  Lr.vant trade, and to havc rclaclled India  via 
Tripoli, Syria, Orrnuz, ant1 thrncc to  Con. After a short residence 
amongst the Portugl~r~se,  h~ sniletl to  Bcngal, Pegu,  Sinm, anrl Molnccn, 
visiting the island of Ceylon and the cities of Cochin and Calicut ; h r  
then returnecl to  Ormuz, whence h c  proceeded orerlantl t o  Tripoli, whc,r(> 
embarking he reached England in 1591. 
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ing to the p a p e n t  of an annual tribute, and recog- 
nising the continued supremacy of the Emperor of 
China in secular, and that of the Delai (Grand) Lama 
in spiritual, affairs. The s*le of these buildings, 
which unites the of Thibetian and 
Chinese architechwe, agreatly tends to confirm this 
current belief; and that the Thibetian influence did 
extend far more to the southward between the seventh 
and tenth centuries than it has done since is proved 
fiom a fact mentioned by Monsieur Landress in the 
introduction to the translation made by him and 
Messrs. Klaproth and Abel Remusat of the Chinese 
work Foe-Koue-Ki. where, speaking of the Thibetians, 
he says that Lduring the Tsang dynasty, from the 
seventh to the commencement of the tenth century, 
they issued forth as conquerors from their original 
limits ; waged an almost incessant war against China ; 
and following the course of their rivers, which issuing 
from the south-eastern coi-ner of their valleys opened 
a route to India, extending their conquests in this 
direction to the Bay of Bengal, to which tlhey gave 
the name of the Thibetian Sea.' At what period the 
withdrawal froin Bootam took place I have not t.he 
means of forming a probable conjecture; but it ap- 
pears quite certain from the result of the enquiries 
made during my residence in the country, that the 
power of China is regzrded with coasiderable respect) 
by the autllorities in Bootan, and a very malrked 
deference is shown to the sllpposed views and wishes 
of the authorities resident in Lassa,, both Chinese ant1 
Thibetinn." 

With reference to the existence a t  the prc~st~t~t clay 
of direct political relations between f11c Bllotlt~~lc~sc* 
and the Governineilts of Clliila a11d Tllibct, t l ~ c r o i a  
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no proof that the former actually takes place, while 
it is equally certain that the latter does, though to 
no very important extent. On this point Mr. Eden 
states-" To Thibet Bootan is noininally subject, 
but the Thibetians avoid all intercourse with their 
i d y  tributaries. Every year a formal feudatory 
payment of a fee as acknowledgment of subjection, con- 
sisting of a few pieces of cloth, silk, and some rice is 
made; but if the Bhotanese omitted to send the annual 
instalment, it is pretty certain that the Thibetians 
would not take the trouble to remind them of thc 
omission; for the presentation of this tribute is made 
the excuse for a series of robberies and outrages of 
various sorts in Thibet by the party of Booteahs who 
escort it. So violent are these men in their conduct, 
that for years past it has been customary to disarm 
all Booteahs sent to Lassa, and for the last few years 
the Thibetians have made the Booteahs deliver their 
tribute on the frontier. No Thibetian official or 
trader ever tiusts himself across the Bootan frontier, 
and their relations ~vitli the country generally are in 
a very unsatisfactory footing. The Thibetians inva- 
riably refuse to aid the Booteahs in any of their 
wars." Though t,he Bhotanese do not procure mili- 
tary assistance from the Thibetian Government, 
either secretly or overtly, as far as we know, never- 
theless, froin facts which have lately come to my 
knowledge, and to which reference will be made here- 
after, there is considerable reason to doubt their not 
having lately received aid from within the Thibetian 
frontier .* 

* Accorrling to the  follo~ving remarks l3-y C:~ptnin Prml)cr ton,  tlic rtb- 
lations of I h o t a n  with C'hina and Thil~ot woiiltl :Ippc.nr to 11:tvc I~een,  a 

fr.w years ago, of a much Inore intimate nature  than  tllc a1)ol.c extract 



lil theory there is said to be an excellent system of 
government in Bhotan, while in practice there is little 
or none. As the Government now exists, there is no 
doubt that it has two nominal heads, known to us 
and to the neighbouring hill-tribes under the Hin- 
doostanee names of the Dhurma and the Deb Rajas,* 
though called by other names, as I am given to un- 
derstand, by the Bhotanese themselves. The former 
is the spiritual head, the latter the temporal one. 
The theory of government, in fact, is framed some- 
what on the same principle as now exists in Japan, 
which is ruled over by a spiritual king (the Mikado), 
who is not supposed to interfere in temporal matters, 
but to leave them to the care of a chief executive 

froin My. Eden's report would imply. Captain Peinbcrton states :-" The 
ollly occasion on which anything approaching to  regular coinmui~ica- 
tion takes place is once a year, when orders are reccired from Lassa ; 
011 this occasion, i t  is said, mcsscngers arrive bearing an imperial man- 
date from China addressed to the Deb and Dh~wino R:~jns of Bootan, 
;tnd the Penlows and Jungpens 111lder their orders. It is written on fine 
cambric in large letters, and generally contains instructiolls to be carcflll 
rn the governinent of the country, to  quell promptly all internal tuninlt 
or rebellion, and to report immediately, on pain of the infliction of a 

heavy fine, any ayprrhcncled invasion from rntcrnal foes. A is 
dcspatchcd 11y special messengers wllo arc always :~ttrnclcd 11~- t ~ r ~ l t ~ -  
thrrc coolies l~cnring loads of a particularly fine dcscriptioll of rice, 

5rown in Assam, :111d callcd M:~ll)hogc ; othcr goods to the estimated 
valuc of 3,001) rupee4 pc1r annuin are also ~ e i l t ,  coiisisting prillcipally 
Assam erendi silks, of a \vhitc ground with red borders, six ellbits long 
ancl thrcc 1)ro:id ; cotton cloths, twelrc. cul~its long and thrcc broad ; :ind 
clloorn, ~n:~tlc of a w r y  fine ricr grown in Assam." 011 o11~ of t ] l , ,~e  
occasions it, is st:ttrd that  tllc orders contained in tllc, ilnpcrinl mand:+tc> 
were negl~~ctcd,  and a finr rqnal to  five thousand rupchcs was in con- 
scqupnce imposc~i1 on the Bhotan Govcrnmcnt, which was paid by thrcxe 
instalmcnts in three ycnrs. 

* While, ns alrcady mc~ntioned, Dhurma Raja in Hindoostanee mcanq 
the Icing of Virtue, tllc wort1 1)c.I) is a corruptioi~ of Dcv, which, in t,he 
Rame langungr, is the Deity llimsc~lf. 
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o5cer-the Tycoon. In Bhotan, however, the rela- 
tive position of the temporal ruler differs from that of 
the Tycoon in Japan; the Tycoon possessing real 
power, while the Deb Raja is believed to have none- 
a t  least at  the present day, as our latest intercourse 
with his Government has fully established. 

The Dhurma and Deb Rajas are supposed to be 
aided in conducting the affairs of state by a ministerial 
Council styled the Lenchen, coinposed of the follow- 
ing permanent members : The Lam Zimpen, or chief 
secretary to the Dhurrna Raja ; the Donnai Zimpen, or 
prime minister ; the Tassishujung, the Poonakha, and 
Angdu Forung Jungpens, or the governors respec- 
tively of the forts of Tassishujung, Poonakha, and 
Angdu Forung ; the Deb Zimpen, or chief secretary 
to the Deb Raja; and the Joom Kalling, or chief 
juclge. 

In  addition to the foregoing seven ordinary mem- 
bers of the Lenchen, there are three extraordinary 
members who attend council when they happen to be 
at  the seat of government, and who are liable to be 
called on to attend at any period of emergency. 
These are the Paro, the Tongso, and the Daka Pen- 
lows-the governors respectively of Western, Eastern, 
and Central Bhotan. When they are present, the 
Council receives the collective title of Chenlah. 

The Dhurma Raja is looked upon by the Bhotanese 
in the same light as the Grand Lama of Thibet is 
viewed by his sul~jects, namely, as a perpetual incar- 
nat'ion of the Deity, or Buclclha himself in a corporcad 
form. During the interval between his cleat11 and 
reappearance, or, Inore prol~erly spea,liing, until he 
has reached an age sufficiently mature to  ascend his 
spiritual throne, the office of Dhurma Raja is filled 
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by proxy from amongst the priesthood.* The first 
signs of the reappearance of the Dhurma Raja are 
supposed to be indicated by the child refusing his 
mother's milk and displaying a preference for that-of 
the cow. He is also supposed to articulate a few 
words distinctly and convey his meaning in an intel- 
ligible manner by certain signs. As soon as the news 
of these miraculous indications reach the court, a 
deputation composed of the principal Lama priests 
proceed to the spot where the young Dhurma is re- 
ported to have reappeared, taking with them all the 
articles that in his former state of existence he had 
been in the habit of using. These are spread before 

* On comparing the accounts given by Captain Pemberton and Mr. 
Eden respecting the manner in which the officiating Dhurma Raja is 
appointed, I find tha t  a very marked discrcpxllcy exists between them. 
Tlle former states : " The Dhunna Raja, like his great prototype of Lassa 
(the Grand Lama), is supposed to be Buddh himself, clot,hed in human 
form, and by sl~cccssive trnnsmigrations from onc corporcal frame t o  
anothcr, to escape the ordinary lot of liumanity. On the death or tem- 
porary withdrawal of the Dhurma from the sublunary scene of his 
existence, his office remains vacant for a twclremonth, cluring which time 
the senior Gylong, or priest,, regulates t l ~ c  religious observances of the 
country." Wlicreas the 1:cttcr st:ctcs : " The Dhurma Raja sllcceeds by 
inc:~rnntion. During t h ~  interval I~ctwc~cn his dcntll and re-appearance, 
or rather until he has arrired at years of cliscrrtion after his last birth, 
tho office is hcld by a spiritual chief named Laill Tl~r~poo. This officer 
is supposcd to be the incarn:~tion of one Cllolcr Tigou, u ~ h o  had, a 
century ago, claimed to be the avatar (reprc~sent:ltive) of tlie body of 
noopgcin Slleptoon, whilst the Dh11rn1:r 1l:lj:~ was tllc avatar of his 
spirit. The two a n t a r s  fongllt R pilclicd b:lttlc,  ad nftcr much loss 
of lift> tbcy came to a comp~.omisc, Choler Tigou, ~undcr the name 
Lnm Thrpoo, 1)cting 111:ldr 11c;itl of the I;:ln~;ls, :tnd l~eing allon,ed a per 
petunl rcgcncy tl~rongh his avatars, (1111*ing flu. pcriodicirl disappearanc~ 
from t l i i ~  world of tl~c. D l i l ~ r n ~ : ~  li:tj:~, ahilc the Dhnrmn 11:ija remained 
mllprcnle spiritui~l hcacl of tlcc ec~nntry." The Dhnrma liaja who was 
officiating at the time of Mr. Eden's visit to Poonakha is believed to 
have been the Lam Thcpoo, and not tho true incarnation. 

0 
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the child, mixed up with some others made to resemble 
them, with the view of testing the infallibility of the 
newly-born deity, who, as a matter of course, always 
selects the proper ones; and the priests declare their 
conviction that he is their former spiritual head, and 
convey the child with great ceremony to Poonakha, 
a t  which place all installations of either the Dhurma 
or the Deb Rajas must be made, otherwise they are 
not valid. At the period of Captain Pemberton's 
visit, the Dhurma was a child of nine years of age, 
whereas, on the recent occasion of Mr. Eden's mission, 
the o5ce was filled by a shy-looking youth of eighteen, 
who was a mere puppet with whom the form of con- 
sultation was not even gone through by the Council. 
He was officiating until the reappearance of one who 
died in 1861. 

The Deb Raja is supposed to be elected by the 
council of permanent ministers, and to be chosen from 
amongst the principal officers of the country, who are 
eligible for seats in the Council. At the present day, 
however, in practice the government of the country 
has fallen in reality into the hands of the Penlows of 
Eastern and Western Bhotan, who are usually at war 
with one another, ancl the Deb, now merely the no- 
minee of whichever of the two happens to be for the 
time the most powerful-though in theory they (the 
Penlows) are supposed to be nominated by the Deb- 
the practice, however, being that they fight their way 
to power. The Deb Raja is consequently a mere 
puppet who exercises no influence whatever in Govern- 
ment matters. Mr. Eclen observes-"There are gene- 
rally some three or four Debs or ex-Debs in the country. 
The Paro Penlow nominates a Deb and places him on 
the throne ; a few months afterwards the Tongso 
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Penlow ejects him and substitutes his own puppet. 
He is in his turn ejected by the Paro Penlow, and so 
this perpetual struggle goes on, and has gone on with- 
out interruption for the last fifty years. Bhotan has 
not hiown within that  period an interval of six months' 
peace and freedom froin civil war ; a t  least so say the 
agricultural classes, and their statenlent is entirely 
borne out by such knowledge as we have of the affairs 
of the country." 

Though there are nominally three Peidows, the one 
who is supposed to govern Central Bhotan has, now- 
a-days, no iiduence of any kind. Formerly he was 
an  official of authority, but the successive ministries 
have by degrees so pruned his territory, that  it is now 
reduced to an insignificant extent, and consists of a 
small tract of barren hill-land to the south of Paro; 
the headquarters of the Peillow of Western Bhotan. 
The Tongso and Paro Peidows exercise the power of 
life and death, and are virtually independent, though 
they aclinit a sort of iiomiiial subordination to the 
Deb Raja, while actually they care nothing for any 
orders that  either he or the council may issue. They 
generadly colnlnence their public careers as coininoil 
solcliers ; and, by distingnishing theinselves for the di- 
ploinatic tnleiits which, according to Mr. Eden, lead 
to most speedyadva,nce~lzent in Bhotan-namely, fraud 
and trcnchery-gradually rise through the various sub- 
ordi~ln~te grades, ~ul t~i l  they rcach the office of Zimpen 
or Cldef Scrrcta.ry to tlie Penlow they are serving 
under. By this tilne thcy usually have their chiefs so 
compl~tJ~iy  in their lrower as to render it an  easy mat- 
ter for t,hein to secure the succession to the office for 
themscl\ cd ; for instniice, when the one Penlow fiids 
hiinself hard pressed by the other, i t  is coinmon for 

c 2 
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him to promise his Zimpen, that, if he will get him 
out of the trouble, he will retire in his favour within 
a certain fixed period. Should some such opportunity 
not offer, and the Zimpen see no other mode of get- 
ting promotion, he does not scruple, it is alleged, 
either to murder or depose his master : it was in the 
latter way that the Paro and Tongso Penlows in 
power at  the period of Mr. Eden's mission attained 
their positions. A certain proportion of the revenues 
they draw from their territories is paid to the Coun- 
cil; but it is stated to be done more from a super- 
stitious dread that the Lama priests might starve 
were it withheld, than from any sense of subordi- 
nation or duty. 

Next in importance to the Penlows are the Jung- 
pens ; the word being derived from jung, a fort, and 
pen, a keeper or governor. By us they are usually 
called Soubahs, a corruption of a Hindoostanee word. 
These Jungpens are appointed by the Penlows usually 
from amongst their own foUowers ; and, as a natural 
consequence, any change in the Penlowship is accom- 
pained by a corresponding change of all the subor- 
dinate district officers. The Paro Penlow, for instance, 
had under him in the Dooars, until our recent occu- 
pation of them, the Jungpen or Soubah of Dhalim- 
kote, who managed the district bordering on the 
frontiers of Sikim Proper, of British Sikiln (Darjeel- 
ing) and on the Jtllpigorie frontier, the river Teesta 
separating the whole ;-also the Ka,tma of Mynagoorie, 
who until lately managed the Dooar of that name, 
belonging to Bhotsn, about nine miles from the Brit- 
ish frontier at Julpigorie. When a, Penlow has been 
overthrown, his subordinates who have been ejected 
with liirn take up thcir quarters in the neiglibourho~d 
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of the forts or other places over which they have 
held jurisdiction ; and, coincident with the attempt 
being made to turn out the ruling Penlow, a similar 
attempt is made by the ex-Jungpens to oust his fol- 
lowers from the forts. The three Jungpens who have 
seats in council, namely, those of Poonakha, Tassis- 
hujung and Angdu Forung, have independent charges, 
and rank nearly as high as the Penlows, though they 
exercise but little power. 

The officers immediately subordinate to the Jung- 
pens are the Nieboos. They act as their deputies; 
and are the class of men who, while employed in 
charge of small stockades in the Dooars (where they 
usually go under the name of Katinas), have, by 
organizing raids into our territory, brought about hos- 
tilities between the British Government and Bhotan. 

It is clear from the sketch I have endeavoured to 
give of the present state of government ill Bhotan, 
collected froin the report chiefly of Mr. Eden, that 
in reality none whatever exists ; the country being 
portioned off into two great and several small divi- 
sions, for the possession of which continuous struggles 
are being carried on by successive adventurers, the 
claims of one being apparently as good as those of 
tlhe other, and hence might, as it were, legitimately 
occupies the place of right. I11 reference to this 
point, Mr. Eden remarks-" There is no inan in the 
country who is capable of malcing his authority felt 
by any other man, and there is no man in authority 
whose office, or even his life, is worth one year's pur- 
chase : it is tlicrcfore futile to suppose that we can, 
by any agreement, or treaty, or promise, secure the 
good nncighbonrhood of the Bootanese ; for however, 
well disposed towards us the people actually inaking 
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an engagement might be, their word would not be 
held binding by the officials generally, and it is a 
matter of certainty that a term of three years would 
see every man in office changed." I myself am in- 
clined to think that the absence of any systematic 
form of government in Bhotan admits of explanation 
by reference to the tradition already mentioned, re- 
lating to the country having been formerly ruled over 
by a provincial Government appointed from Thibet, 
but which mas withdrawn in consequence of the unre- 
munerating character of the possession ; and that a 
colonial Government, in imitation of that of the mother 
country, was formed by those who remained, but 
which, from some cause unknown, they would seem 
gradually to have become unable to conduct accord- 
ing to the principles which usually constitute an 
established system of government. Most probably 
it is to the want of any legitimate mode of succession 
to supreme rank in the country, that the utter dis- 
organisation into which the government of Bhotan 
has gradually fallen is to be traced; and I incline 
to the opinion, that, but for the direct authority 
exercised over i t  by China, the ecclesiastical govern- 
ment of Thibet, would, ere this, have assumed a 
similar chaotic state. 

Where such a state of government exists as is now 
found in Bhotan, the revenue and judicial systems 
must necessarily be in a, very imperfect condition. 
With respect to the former, it is chiefly obtained from 
contributions furnished respectively by the Bengallee 
inhabitants of the Dooars, and the people of Bhotan 
Proper. Mr. Eden has thus epitomised the manner of 
collecting it-" The only limit on the demand being 
the natural limit of the power of the official to extort 
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more ;" while with reference to the latter he states- 
" The Bootanese have no laws, either written or of 
usage. Where there are no rights of property, and 
the hereditary system is unknown, there is no need of 
civil law ; and where crime is the only claim to dis- 
tinction and honour, there can be no criminal law. 
There is no police.* The Jungpens are supposed to 
exercise powers of life and death, but these powers 
are only used for purposes of extortion. No one 
dares to complain of an offence, for if the person 
charged pays a sufficient bribe he is sure of obtaining 
his revenge by having his accuser heavily fined and 
probably robbed of all his possessions. For robbing 
the goods of a Penlow or Jungpen, or plotting against 
his life, a man is sometimes capitally punished. This 
is done by placing him on a drop projecting over the 
river; he is allowed here any indulgence he wishes, 

Mr. Eden, though the lat,cst authority on Bhotan, can hardly be 
expected to be tllc most impartial-prrsonal insult and political f a1 '1 ure 
being fresh in his rccollcction a t  thc period of his writing his report, 
and I think a tendcncy is sometimcs appnront in th r  document to over- 
state Rhotiinese dcfrcts. For il~stiince, tliongh in tllr above extract he 
states-" Thcrc is no policr," he himself adduces rvidence in the course 
of his report that  police do exist in the country, inasmuch as  he 
:rlludcs to scocrsl disputes which the n l rn~brrs  of his Mission had 
with ;r police official in charge of the ~narkct-place a t  Paro  (sce 
chapter r.). I t  would seein doubtful, also, wllcther the Bhotnnrso mode 
of collecting their rrvcnur from thr Dooars was so unsystematic as 
Mr. E(lcn's notice of i t  imp1ic.s; bccausc, since our reccnt annexation 
of tllrm, it llas been dc,tcrmincd, in the first instancc~, to continue 
collrrting it in t l ~ c  snmc mnnncr as thr  inha1)itants llad 11ccn acrustomcd 
to nndcr lIl~oti~n(~tic rule. This rcniark may possildy indl~ce tllc reader 
to suspcmd his jnrlgn~c~iit of the 13hot:~nrsc :is a peoplc generally, until 
Ilr has pcrasrcl the whol(> narrntivr: towards its termination will bc 
fount1 sonict s l a t r ~ ~ n ~ ~ n t s ,  thc result of ol~scrvation during the rrccnt 
hostiliticns, calculatrtl in ~lonic dcgrce to modify the unfavourablc inlpres- 
rjion convc~grd in Mr. Eden's account. 
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however immoral it may be, and the indulgence which 
is customary on the occasion is of the niost indecent 
description. His hands are then tied, and he is 
dropped into the river. The only jails in the country 
are the dungeons under the forts, in which political 
offenders are confined, and in which ryots are locked 
up when undergoing a process of extortion." The 
only code of laws Bhotan appears ever to have pos- 
sessed is that referred to as having been drawn up by 
Doopgein Sheptoon for the protection of the agri- 
cultural peasantry ; but beyond the assertion that it 
once existed, nothing now-a-days is known of it. The 
only trace of anything relating to laws now remain- 
ing pertain to etiquette, such, for instance, as that 
a man must not pass a certain place on horseback, 
or appear with the head covered within a certain 
distance of a fort. 

From what has been already stated in connexion 
with the circumstances under which one Dhurma 
Raja succeeds the other, it will have been under- 
stood that the 'form of Budclhism, presided over by 
the Grand Lama of Thibet, is the faith practised by 
the Bhotanese. Their religious exercises, however, 
are for the most part confined to the propitiation 
of evil spirits, and the routine recital of a few ste- 
reotyped sacred sentences ; also a mechanical form 
of praying by a process a,nalogous to that of telling 
the beads.* 

The language spolren by the Bhot,mese is a d.ialect 
of the Thibetian, more or less intermixed with words 

* Rotatory cylinders made of metal constitut,~ the mechanism usually 
employed. Thcsy art: of ~arious  sizcs, some 1,c'ing small, :lrlmit,t,ing of 
being carried in the hand liko ii child's toy, while others are poncl~rous 
flxturos in temples and forts. 
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from the languages of the countries near it. On the 
southern frontier of Bhotan inally words and idioms 
have been adopted from the Assamese, Bellgallee and 
Hindoostani, while on the northern frontier the 
dialect is said to be nearly pure Thibetiaa. 

The military resources of Bhotail have hitherto 
been considered very insignificant : no properly 
organised force or semblance of a regular army 
having been seen, with the exception of a few hun- 
dred men who are kept as guards about the different 
forts. Their arms consist of matchlocks, jingals, 
bows and arrows, heavy straight swords, and large 
knives. Catapults are also used, and stones of con- 
siderable size thown by them. Some of the 
Bhotanese soldiers wear chain arinour, while others 
wear heavy iron helmets of a semi-globular shape, 
padded inside with quilted cotton, and generally 
having a flap of the same material attached to the 
back part, and hanging down behind, thus affording 
a not indifferent protection to the neck against the 
effects of a sword cut. Tliose who are in attendance 
on officers of the higher grades usually carry cir- 
cular shields made of thick bu£€alo hide well 
varnished and studded with brass Inlobs, and bound 
by a strong riin of the sa8me inetal. The Bhotanese 
have heretofore been looked upon as a very con- 
teinptible eneiliy : events, however, which have tran- 
spired in the course of our recent experience on the 
Bhotan frontier have tended to show that the esti- 
mate forined of tlicir military resources and indi- 
vidual courage has been on the whole uildeservedly 
low. 

Having thus given a general description of what 
the Bhotan government is, I shall reserve sucli re- 
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marks as I have to make connected with the appear- 
ance of the country, its cultivation and products, the 
manners ancl customs of its people, &c., until I come 
to that part of the narrative referring to my personal 
knowledge of it, and shall now proceed to lay before 
the reader an account of the history of British inter- 
course with Bhotan, some acquaintance with which 
is indispensable to the right understanding of the 
train of events which have gradually embroiled us in 
a war with the country. 



BRITISH INTERCOUR,SE. 

CHAPTER 11. 

Comrncncement of British Intercourse with the Bllotanese-Invasion of 
Cooch Behar by  the latter-Hostile Measures taken by the East  
India Company-The Regent of Thibet intercedes for the Bhotanese 
A Treaty concluded-The Govcrnor-General of India sends a Mission 
to  Thibet via Bliotan nndw Mr. Bogle-Its Progrcss, Recrytion, and 
Result-A second Mission under Captain Turner sent to Thibet-An 
Envoy from Bliotan v~s i t s  Calcutta-Invasion of Thibet by tlir 
Nepaulese-Retributive Measurcs adopted by the Emperor of China, 
-Intercourse wit11 Thibet closed-Dispute with Bhotan about the 
Bijnee Raja-Visit of Klshen Kan t  Bose to Bhotan. 

BRITISH intercourse with Bhotan commenced in 1772, 
prior to which period there is nothing on record to 
show that we had any political relations with the 
country. In  that year, however, the Bhotanese in- 
vaded Cooch Behar,* which state became a dependency 
of the East India Company's Governmelit shortly after 
its sovereignty was established in Bengal, and carried 
off the Raja aiid his brother, intending to govern the 
country by a ruler of their own. The Cooch Behar 
family applied to the Governinent of India for aid, 
which was granted ; aiid a small force, consisting of 
four companies of sepoys and two guns, under the 
coininand of Captain Jones, proceeded to the tomi of 
Coach Behar, then in the possession of the Bhotanese. 
This little force toolr the town by storm, and not only 

* Thr nat,ivr statr of Coorli Rrliar is situatrd on the n o r t , h - ~ a s t ~ n l  
frontier bctwccn B r n g ~ l  and Aaanm. I t  is srparatrd from thc highlands 
of Bhotan by t l ~ c  Doonra, and is still ruled over by its own Raja, subject 
to thc supervision of it British retlident. 
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drove the Bhotanese beyond the frontier, but followed 
them up across the Dooars, and, entering the hills, 
captured the forts of Passakha and Dhalimkote, as 
well as the stockade of Chichacotta, in the Buxa 
Dooar, near the Cooch Behar frontier, at  which latter 
place a somewhat determined resistance was made. 

These successes so pressed the Bhotanese that they 
immediately applied for assistance to the Thibetian 
Government, at  the time presided over by the Teeshoo 
Lama,* who was acting as regent during the minority 
of the Grand or Delai Lama. The Teeshoo Lama re- 
sponded to their appeal, and addressed a letter, couched 
in a friendly spirit, to the then Governor-General of 
India, the celebrated Warren Hastings, requesting a 
cessation of hostilities against Bhotan, and the resto- 
ration of the lands that had been talcen possession of. 
This letter was read in Council on the 29th of March, 
1 7 74 ; and while the Teeshoo Lama characterised the 
Bhotanese as a rude and ignorant race, who fully de- 
served punishment, he hinted that they had been 
sufficiently chastised, and urged that, as Bhotan formed 
n depenclency of Thibet, a prosecution of hostilities 
against it might irritate the Grand Lama and his 
subjects against the British Government. The Teeshoo 
Lama concluded his letter by saying, I have repri- 
manded the Deb for his past conduct, and I have ad- 
monished him to desist from his evil practices in 
future, and to be submissive to you in all things. 
I am persuaded he will conform to the advice I have 
given him ; and it will be necessary for you to treat 

'' * The Tecshoo Lama is the  Buddhist, official n ~ x t  in rank to the 
Grand Lama. He ~ P Y ~ ~ C ' Y  usllally at  Trcshoo Loomboo, and rules over 
the portion of T h i b ~ t  of which it is t h e  chief town. 
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him with compassion and clemency. As for my part, 
I am but an hereditary priest, and it is the custom of 
my sect, with rosary in our hands, to  pray for the 
welfare of all mankind, and especially for the peace 
and happiness of the inhabitants of this country ; and 
I do now, with my head uncovered, entreat you will 
cease from all hostilities against the Deb in future." 
This letter, which was accompanied by preseizts to  
the Governor-General,* produced a very favourable 
impression ; and after some negotiation a treaty of 
peace was entered into and ratified, on the 25th April 
1774, between the Government of India and that  of 
Bh0tan.t 

The impression produced by the letter of the 
Teeshoo Lama was not only su6ciently favourable to 
effect the object for which it was written, but also 
to create a desire on the w art of the Governinent of 
India to become more intimately acquainted with its 
author, as a probable means of establishing extended 
commercial intercourse. A mission to the Court of 
the Teeshoo Lama was accordingly organised, and 
placed under the charge of Mr. George Bogle, " a gen- 
tleman of distinguished ability and reinarkable equa- 
nimity of temper." Mr. Bogle was accoinpailied by 
Mr. Halnilton as Medicad Attendant, and the inissioll 
left Calcutta on the Gth of May 1774, ta,l<ing with it 

* It, is stated in Mr.  Etlcn's report, that,, " This  1rttc.r w:ls convqccl 
to  Ca lc~~t ta ,  1)y a I l indoostnl~ro pilgrim named Porungllor Gosscin, who 
some years 1 : ~ t t ~  :~c~oii i l>:~nivd C : ~ p t ~ i t l  T l l r n ( ~  011 his  iiiissioll to Thibc-t, 
and a Tll i l~ct inl~ n:~mrt l  I'ainln. They n.csrc, c-hal-gc~tl t o  drlivcr certain 
p r ~ s t \ ~ i t s  to t l i ~  G o ~ ~ r ~ i o r - C : ~ ~ l r r : ~ l ,  :i~iioiigst ~vhi(~11 n.c,rc sllccts of gilt. 
l e a t h ~ r  stanipr(1 with i l ~ c  Ttussi:~n c:iglc, showing lh :~ t ,  orell a t  that, 
period thcrc wits coimnerc.i:~l i~itcrcourse 1)c~twccn ILussiir and  Centr:rl 
Asia." 

t A copy of this Trcdty will be found in Appcndix A. 
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as presents a selection of philosophical instruments, 
cloth manufactures of Britain and India, cutlery, 
hardware, and firearms. These were sent as speci- 
mens of the articles our productive industry was 
capable of furnishing ; and to them were added some 
more valuable tokens of the Governor-General's es- 
teem for the Teeshoo Lama, in the form of strings of 
pearls, corals, brocades, and shawls.* 

Mr. Bogle proceeded through Cooch Behar and 
entered Bhotan, where he was detained at  Tassis- 
hujung, its summer capital, for some time, waiting for 
passports. Thence he went on to the frontier post 
called Phagri, which separates Bhotan from Thibet, 
and on the 12th of October, 1774, reached Desherip- 
gay, where the Court of the Teeshoo Lama was at  
the time established. Mr. Bogle succeeded completely 
in the objects of his mission, and resided at  Desherip- 
gay and Teeshoo Loomboo until April 1775, when he 
returned to Bengal. He does not seem to have been 
charged with any political mission to Bhotan, and of 
his progress through that country and residence in 
Thibet there are no records amongst the archives of 
the Government of Lndia, with the exception of a few 
notices on the trade of Thibet, and a single letter 
written fiom Desheripgay, where the Teeshoo Lama 
was residing in December 1774, and addressed to the 
Governor of Bengal. This letter represented the 
Lama's reception of him as most gracious, and testi- 
fied to his readiness to establish unrestricted com- 
mercial intercourse between his subjects and those of 
Bengd ; that the Lama was about to return to his 
capital of Teeshoo Loomboo, and that he postponed 

* Pemberton's Report. 
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entering into any definite arrangements until his 
arrival there, when he intended consulting with the 
resident merchants ; also that he had written to the 
authorities at  Lassa on the subject; and that, from 
the very high estimation in which he appears to have 
been regarded, there was every prospect of a suc- 
cessful issue to the negotiations. 

It would appear that at  this time special circum- 
stances tended to invest the Teeshoo Lama with 
unusual influence. He had discovered the reigning 
Grand Lama and installed him at Botala, the moun- 
tain at  Lassa on which the moizastery of Potrang- 
Marbu stands, the ecclesiastical palace of the Grand 
Lama. He was also known to be a favourite with 
Kien-lung, the reigning Emperor of China,* from 
whom he had received many proofs of esteem, and 
his influence had been materially increased by his 
being appointed President of the Council of five 
members, to whom, during the minority of the Grand 
Lama, the government of the country was entrusted, 
subject apparently to supervision from Peking, as it 
is stated that at  this time there were two Chinese 
officers resident at  Lassa, who were relieved every 
three years, and who appeared to exercise considerable 
control over the proceedings of the Council. The 
great expectations, however, which had been formed 
of the results likely to ensue from the success of Mr. 
Bogle's lllissioll were not realised, in consequence of 
the deaths of both that gentleman and the Teeshoo 
Lama: the latter died in 1780 from smallpox at  
Peking, where he was at  the time on a visit.? 

* Ricn-111iig 15-r-ns t l iv  E ~ n p c r o r  ~v l lo  rcccivcd TJord M:~c:~rtiicy's Enl- 
bnssy to   chin:^ in 1706. 

t No st ronger  proof cull bc ndduccd of the  collficlercc with which Mr. 
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Even after Teeshoo Lama's death, a spirit of friend- 
ly intercourse seems to have been maintained between 
the Governments of Thibet and India because in 
1781 letters were addressed to Warren Hastings by 
the Regent Teeshoo Lama, and by Soopoon Choom- 
boo, the favowite cupbearer and minister of the 
deceased Lama, detailing the melancholy circurn- 
stances attending his death, and evidently written 
under the conviction that the Governor-General would 
fully syrnpathise with them in the loss they had sus- 
tained, and which was thus feelingly expressed by 
the Regen&" The measure of his existence was 
fillecl up, and the lip of the cup of life was overflowed, 
and he retired from this perishable world to the ever- 
lasting mansions on the first day of the month of the 
Rugjuh, in the year of the Hijeree 1194 (5th July, 
1780). To us it was as if the heavens had been pre- 
cipitated on our heacls, as if the splendid and glorious 
orb of clay had been converted into utter darkness. 
The multitude lift'ed up, on all sides, the voice of 
sorrow and lamentation ; but what availed it P For 
fox-tune, treacherous and deceitful, had determined 
against us, and we all bent down on the knee of 
funeral affliction, and performed the holy obsequies 
such as were clue. Ancl we now supplicate with an 
united voice the return of the hour of transmigration ; 
that the bodies may be speedily exchanged, and our 
departecl Lama again be restored to our sight. This 
is our only object, our sole employment: may the 

Boglc hncl ~ l~cccrder l  in inapiring the Tceslioo Lama,  than the fact t h a t  a 
short  time after his visit, tllc lat,ter entrusted to  him a considerable aum 
of money to 1 ) ( ~  ~xpcnclecl in the ~ r t c t i o n  of a t ~ n ~ p l e  on the banks of the 
IIooglily, in~inc~tli .~trly opposite, Calcutt:~, for which purpose a piece of 
lan(1 h;~il  111,t,n granted Ly thc Government of India. 
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Almightv God, who listeneth to  the supplikations of 
his servants, accept our prayers ! ""C Shortly after the 
receipt of this communication, intelligence reached 
Calcutta that  the incarnation of the deceased Teeshoo 
Lama had been effected, and the Governor-General 
deemed it an eligible opportunity for re-opening di- 
rect communications with Thibet ; and accordingly a 
second mission was determined on, for the purpose of 
conveying the congratulations of the Governor-General 
on the successful consumination of an  event so preg- 
nant with interest to the subjects of the Teeshoo 
Lama. 

This mission was entrusted to Captain Turner, of 
the Bengal army, who received his instructions on 
the 9th of January 1783, and left Calcutta shortlj- 
afterwards, accoinpanied by Lieutenant Davis, of the 
Bengal Engineers, as Surveyor, and Mr. Robert Sa~ul-  
ders as Surgeon. The mission traversed the plains of 
Bengal vi6 Moorshedabad, Rungl~ore, and Coocll 
Behar, and arrived a t  Chichacotta, a Bhotanese fron- 
tier post in the Dooars, on the 11th of May. Fro111 
this place it followed the same route as Mr. Bogle 
took in 1774, namely, that through the Busa Dooar, 
and reached Tassishujung on the 1st of Jnne, where 
they were detained some time ; perinission to proceed 
nearer towards Thibet being withheld until the Regent 
Teeshoo Lama had been coinmunica~ted with. After 
a delay of upwards of three months, the required 
authority arrived for the inission to continue its 
J o1wney through B110t~a.n to Teeshoo Looi~boo, but 
couplei with the condit'ion that  it was not to exceed 
two officers. This deprived the mission of tlre ser- 
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vices of 'Lieutenant Davis, ~vho returned to Bengal. 
On the 8th of September, 1783, Captain Turner, ac- 
companied by Mr. Saunders, proceeded on his journey, 
and in due course reached Teeshoo Loomboo, where, 
according to his report, the important object of 
establishing an extended commercial intercourse was 
fully obtained as far as the Regent Teeshoo Lama 
was capable of granting it. In his official report he 
states that he found in the Regent " the best disposi- 
tion for encouraging and assisting, by the authority 
he possesses, the proposed plans of commercial in- 
tercourse ; but being neither so able nor decided in 
his character as the former Lama, he is cautious of 
avowedly and publicly sanctioning a measure which 
might possibly raise up some inveterate enemies 
against him in the Chinese administration." Subse- 
quent events, however, demonstrated that an over- 
hopeful estimate had been formed by Captain Turner 
of the probable results of his mission.* 

Though Captain Turner's mission, like that of Mr. 
Bogle's, was undoubtedly one to Thibet-its object 
being the conveyance of the Governor-General's pro- 

* Though, a s  will he shown hereafter, nothing resulted from this 
mission, consitlerablr c)spectations neverthrlrss were a t  one time enter- 
tained, and which sreme(1 to he  haerd on reasonable groantls, a s  shown 
by the  fact t h a t  in February 1786, a native namedI-'oorungerr, " t o  
whose intelligrnce and fitlelity Captain Turner  had  previously avowed 
h i s  oblig;bt,ions," arrived in Calcutta from Thil)et,; and,  in wply t o  
questions pu t  to  hini by orrlers of Sir  J o h n  Macphcruon, who was t h ~ n  
officiating a s  Governor-Grncral, i t  a p p ~ a r ~ d  t l ~ a t  merchants had already 
found tjhrir way from Bengal t o  Teeshoo Loomboo, whrre  the  markrts  
were represented a s  being well supplied with English anrl Intlian manu- 
f a e t u r ~ s .  I n  proof of tlic rrtimation in which t h r y  w r r r  held, it, w:~.; 
also s takr l  that  the  gold dust an(l ~ i l v c r  with which thcy h;ld lwen pur- 
cllased had ~~ntlrl-gone :r ron4deral)le fall  in c ~ x c l i a n g ~ ~ ~ b l e  v:ilue in 
favour of the goods. 
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fessed satisfaction a t  hearing of the incarnation of 
his former correspondent Teeshoo Lama, there is a11 
incidental remark made by Captain Turner in his 
report, which tends to show that  so far back as 1783 
questions were arising of a territorial nature, render- 
ing it necessary that  political communication should 
be reopened between the Indian Government and Bho- 
tan. The remarli in question occurs a t  page 79 of his 
report, when spealciiig of some Ziiikaffs or Bhotanese 
Goveriilnent messengers, for whose neglect of orders 
he was endeavouring to pacify the Deb Raja, and is to 
the following effecGU Having urged everything 
that occurred to me i11 extenuation of their crime, 
apparently without effect, I was obliged a t  last to 
own that the Zinkaffs had yielded to the advice of 
Mr. Goodlad and myself, and not acted of their own 
accord. I observed that I had talcen upon myself 
thus much to answer for, being charged with par- 
ticular despatches from the Governor-General, and 
entrusted with a confidential communication upon 
the business of their (the Zinknffs') mission, which 
respected the ancient boundary betweell the Com- 
pany's Province and Bootan." No records, how- 
ever, are to be folliid throwing any light upon the 
specific nature of the diplomatic iii~t~ructions Cap- 
tain Turner would seem to have beell charged with 
to Bhotan; with the exception, that fro111 the few 
doc~unents remaining to which reference can now be 
made, it appears that  11c was authorised to cede, and 
(lid cede, to the Bliotnn Government the district 
of Ambaree F'u,llacottah, which was a t  the time 
unquestionably British territory. 

Of aaiy further intercourse, politica.1 or otherwise, 
with Bhotan, we have no information until 1787, in 

D 2 
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which year the Dhurma and Deb Rajas sent the 
Jungpen of Tassishujung to Calcutta, as an envoy, 
for the adjustment of certain boundary questions 
which were a source of dispute between the Bhotanese 
and the Zemindars (native land proprietors) on the 
frontier, and which resulted, as shown by an entry in 
the proceedings of the Collector of Rungpore, in the 
Govern~nent of India directing the district of Jel- 
paish (now known as Julpesh) to be made over to the 
Bhotanese. This district, as well as that of Ambaree 
Fallacottah, ceded in 1784 by Captain Turner, formed 
a portion of the extensive Zemindaree of Bykantpore, 
and the justness of their cession, especially of the 
former, to the Bhotanese, would seem to have been 
very questionable ; inasmuch as, in a report called 
for by the Government before taking action in the 
matter, the Collector of Rungpore expressed himself 
strongly in favour of the right of possession of the 
Zemindar of Bykantpore, and stated that nothing 
could be clearer, from documents produced by him, 
bearing the seal of the Council of Dinagepore, and 
registered at Calcutta, that the claim of the Deb 
Raja was unfounded. With reference to this tra,na- 
action Mr. Eden states-" I am afraicl that on this 
occasion the friendship of the Bootanese was pur- 
chased at the expense of the Bykantpore Zemindar, 
and the unfort~u~ate Bengallee ryots living in these 
mehals (estates), who were thus practically handed 
over as serfs to the barbarous rulers of the hill tract 
to  their north, had just cause of complaint in the 
transfer thus so hastily made." Referring to the 
testamentary proof placed before Government iri 
favour of the Zemindar of Bykantpore, by the Col- 
lector of Rungpore, Mr. Eden continues-" How, in 
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the face of such documents, the Government of the 
day reconciled it to their sense of justice to give up 
these lands to the Booteahs is not easy to understand. 
The Bykantpore Zemindar received a remission of 
revenue for the lands thus taken from him. Why 
this remission was made, if it was believed that  the 
inehals really belonged to Bootan, is not clear." 
From my personal acquaintance with the position of 
the two estates in question, both of which I have 
visited, I should say that, a t  the period under discus- 
sion, there could be little doubt that, while Ainbaree 
Fallacottah, from being situated some iniles froni the 
west bank of the Teesta, was within the British 
frontier, there was equally little doubt that  Jelpaish, 
from being about nine miles inland from the eastern 
bank of the same river, was, a t  the time, territory 
subject to the jurisdiction of Bhotan, though no 
doubt legally possessed by the Zeiiiiiidar of Bykant- 
pore, as proved by the fact of its being the site of 
the ancestral teinple of the Bykantpore family. 

I now come to the consideration of the circum- 
stances which led t,o the hopes entertailled of com- 
inercial intercourse with Thibet through Bhotan, 
coiiseqnent on Bogle's and Turner's missions, being 
dooincd to disappointment. About the year 1790, a 
1.cfugee lwiest from Lmsa, n:rjined Slunlinr Lama, 
visitled Nepanl, n,nd by an exaggerated account of 
the wea,lth contained in the palace of the Teeshoo 
Lama a t  Teeshoo Looillboo, so excited the cnpidity 
of t1hc ruler of that coluzt,ry, then know11 a,s the 
Cioorkha R;lja, that in 1791 he despatched a force, 
(30usisting, it is s:~i(l, of 18,000 men, into Thibet, for 
the purl'osc of plunclcring the ~nonastery refcrrecl to, 
whicll object i t  cffect,~cl. 
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On intelligence of this aggression and sacrilege 
reaching the Emperor of China (Kien-lung), an envoy 
was sent by him to the Court of Nepaul demanding 
satisfaction for the injuries inflicted, an indemnity 
equal to 5,200,0001. sterling for the property plun- 
dered, the surrender of Surnhur Lama, and the libera- 
tion of a Wuzeer of Lassa, who had been carried away 
captive by the Nepaulese army on its return from 
invading Thibet. The demands of the Emperor of 
China were refused, and his ambassador treated with 
indignity. On the latter returning to Peking, and 
narrating the unsuccessful result of his mission, an 
army amounting to 70,000 men was despatched, which 
entered Nepaul in two divisions, and after repeatedly 
defeating the Goorkha (Nepaulese) forces, arrived 
at within twenty miles of Khatmandoo, the capital.* 
The Nepaulese Raja, now thoroughly worsted, applied 
to Lord Cornwallis, then Governor-General of India, 
for assistance ; and at the same time the Grand Lama 
wrote begging that none might be granted, and en- 
tered into a narrative of the unprovoked outrage 
through which the Nepaulese had brought upon 
t.hemselves the chastisement they were receiving from 
the Emperor of China. Lord Cornwallis declined to 
afford material aid, but offered to mediate-a proposad, 
however, out of which nothing came, as the Nepaulese 
submitted to the terms of the Chinese commander. 

The practical results of this invasion of Nepaul ase 
thus described by Captain Pemberton-" The Chi- 
nese forces, after reducing the Nepaulese to sub- 
mission, retired to Teeshoo Loomboo and Lassa, 
establishing a chain of military posts, however, along 

* Kirkpatrick's Ncpclul, Appentlix No. 2, page 347 
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the whole southern frontier of Thibet, and giving 
the most unequivocal proof of their determination 
openly to assume the sovereignty of a country which 
had for years been virtually subject to their rule." 
After referring to a statement made by Captain 
Turner, to the effect that the Chinese military occu- 
pation extended into Sikim, but the correctness of 
which appears to be doubtf~d, Captain Pemberton 
goes on to say-"Whetller the frontier posts ex- 
tended into Sikim or not is, however, of little conse- 
quence. The great object of prohibiting all inter- 
course between the inhabitants of British India and 
the extensive tribes who dwell in the lofty regions of 
Thibet was then effectually accomplished." Thus 
ceased the attempts which had been made by the 
Government of India, between the years 1774 and 
1784, to open and preserve direct intercourse with 
Thibet through Bhotan. 

While such were the political relations of China, 
Thibet, and Nepaul, about the same time, namely 
1792, the Indian Governinent found itself again em- 
broiled with tha,t of Bhotan, the latter having shown 
a determination, if possible, to exercise a controlling 
iilfluence in the aff'airs of Bijnee, a small state, the 
Raja of which was nominally under the protection of 
both the British and Bhotan Governments. The 
Bijnee thronc had become vacant by the assa,ssination 
of the-Raja, Noviiidra Narrain, and, without any 
reference to the Governor-General of India, the 
Rhotafn authorities appointed a successor. The In- 
dian Governlnent ordered an investigation, the results 
of which estn,l~lislleci the fact that  the right of nomi- 
uation ullquestionably rested with it. The Govern- 
111ent of India, however, for some reason or other 
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which does not appear, did not press its claim, and 
:~llowed the nominee of the Bhotan Government to 
retain the Rajaship. 

Coeval with the closing of Thibet to enterprise 
from Bengal, a similar cessation of intercourse with 
Bhotan would seem to have taken place for nearly a 
cparter of a century, as there is no record of any 
event of importance having characterised the rela- 
bions of the Indian and Bhotan Governments from 
the period of the Bijnee dispute until 1815. In that 
year a native official, named Baboo Kishenkant Bose, 
was deputed by Mr. David Scott, the judge of Rung- 
pore, on whose esta.blishment he was, to the Deb 
Raja, for the purpose of arranging some fresh 
boundary disputes with Bhotan. The appointment 
of this native gentleman as envoy was made with 
the sanction of Government. He entered Bhotan 
from the Assam frontier, going from Goalpara to 
Bijnee, thence to Sidlee and Cherrung, and from there 
11p the valley of the Patchoo Matchoo Rivers to 
Poonaliha. Kishenkant Bose wrote an account of 
his observations while in Bhotan, a portion of which 
was translatecl and published in the fifteenth volume 
c pf  the ' Asiatic Researches ' ; but of the special re- 
sults of his mimion I have been unable to find any 
record.+ A good cleal of information was collected 

* tls :L proof of tllc i p o r a n c c  at, the  t imr existing in Calcutta with 
~ . ~ ~ f ~ r t . n c ~  to ISl~otnn, C'apt:tin I'cmlrerton rites thr. f:tct tha t ,  in ITnniilton'~ 
Enst India  Cf;rzrttr, a pnl~lication fo~~nt lc ( l  on offiqisl tlocl~mcwts, K i s l l ~ n -  
knnt J3osr is r ~ ~ r ~ s ~ n t r ( 1  :LS having l , c~11  tlt.I,utrtl to  Lassa 11y t h r  Ilcngnl 
( ;o~c.rr~mcnt ,  to negotiate some l~ounclary nrrangc*rnrnta with t l ~ c  1 ) c . I )  
1::~j:l. 111lt ~ v l ~ i c h  he  col~l( l  not ~ f f ~ c t  in consrrllic,llcrb of bcing nnal)le t o  
~ 1 . t  fu r th r r  than Khotan, whcre Ilr was dct,ain~tl nl)out a ycsr.  Frtrnl 
this i t  wonld .q(vlnl tllntl time h:id so dirnmcd the rrcollection of our  yrr-  
\ ions inic.rcour~t. w i t l l T l ~ i l ~ e t ,  nq to 01)ycurc the  f;lc,t thnt, t,he Crri111(1 
Litma. ;uill nc~t the Deb Raj:r, wan the rviguing power a t  Lauaa. 
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by him, some of which, however, is of very question- 
able accuracy ; Kishenkant having been either some- 
what ready in booking as facts statements told him 
in joke by the inhabitants, or else slightly prone 
t o  draw on his own imagination. For inst'ance, he 
states-" In Bhotan lightning does not descend froin 
the clouds as in Bengal, but rises from the earth. 
This was not actually seen, but the holes in the earth 
were inspected, and it is universally reported to  be 
the case by the inhabitants. In  Boc$aiz it never 
thunders, nor do the clouds ever appear of a black 
colour, but merely resemble mist. The rain which 
falls is also exceedingly fine." Whatever may have 
been the state of the ineteorology of Bhotan i11 1815, 
that the rain fell in torrents in 1865, and that thun- 
cler and lightning occurred in the ordinary way, I 
had sufficient experience during the short time I was 
in t,he country. 

Though the illustration just given shows that all 
Kishenkant Bose's statements are not of a reliable 
character, the following sketch of the state of go- 
vernineiit is not unlikely to have been a correct one, 
being in some respects in accordance with what has 
I>ec.n more recently ascertained. He states-" The 
Dootealls enjoy the revenues of their country by 
ilintual coiicnrrence in the follo~viiig manner. 
Tliey first become ZinB:iffs or Poes (messengers or 
soldiers), then Tnmas, tlleil Ziinpcs under the Pillos 
(Penlows) or other officers ; after that Soubahs of 
I'alsscs ; after thak Zimpe, the11 Pillo, and at  length 
they in:~y become Deb Raja. Tlie last Deb was in 
fict  origi1l:tlly ;t Zinkaff. If a inan, however, possess 
rxtraordinary abilities or interest, he may get 011 

lliorcl quickly, aald become at  once a Ziliipe from 
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being a Zinkaff. Where a person gets a good ap- 
pointment, he is not allowed to keep it long, but at 
the annual religious festivals frequent removals and 
appointments take place. The Deb Raja himself, 
after a time, is liable to be thrust out on some such 
pretence as that of his having infringed established 
customs ; and unless he have either Tongso or Paro 
Pillo on his side, he must, if required to do so, resign 
his place, or risk the result of a civil war: on this 
account the Deb strives by removals and changes at 
the annual festivals to fill the principal offices with 
persons devoted to his interest. . . . The practice of 
the courts is that if a man complain he can never 
obtain justice, but he may be subject to a fine if he 
frtils to establish his claim. If a merchant has a 
demand against any one, and can by no means get 
paid, he can only go to the Deb Raja, or some other 
judge, and say, ' Such a man owes me so much ; pray 
collect the amount and use it as your own.' The 
defendant is then summoned, and, if the demand is 
proved to be just, the money is realised for the use 
of the judge, who, on the other hand, if the clairn is 
not established, takes the amount demanded from 
the pla,intiff." Of the origin of the Bhotan Govern- 
ment, Kishenkant Bose also gives a legend, which, 
though it differs entirely in its details from the 
traditional account furnished Mr. Eden by Cheeboo 
Lama, so far agrees with it, as to specify the people 
of Cooch Behnr as those who originally possesse(l 
the country now known as Bhotan, and to indicate 
Thibet as the place from which the first Dhnrma 
Raja came. Like Cheebo Lama's tradition however, 
it contains so much of the ma,rvellous as to render it 
of little value, as compared with the less precise but 
more probable account given by Captain Pemberton. 
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CHAPTER 111. 

The Annexation of Assanl reopens political Relations with Bhotan-- 
Description of theDooars-Conditions onwhich the Bhotanese retained 
those of Assam-Disputes respecting the Payment of Tribute for 
them-Aggressions within the British Frontier of Assam-Pemberton's 
Mission-The Assam Dooars taken possession of by the Indian GO- 
vernment-Troubles connected with the Bengal Dooars -Ambare(. 
Fallacottah taken under British Management-Raids continue- Pu - 
nitive measure adopted--Predatory Incursions into Sikim-Darjec- 
ling threatened-Troops ordered to  the Frontier-The Bhotanesc 
retire-A Second Mission to Bhotan decided on-The Hon. Ashlry 
Eden appointed Envoy-Nature of his Instructions. 

FOR upwards of twelve years subsequent to the visit 
of Kishenkant Bose our intercourse with Bhotan ap- 
pears to have been so unimportailt as not to  have 
called for record ; inasmuch as, no traces of any com- 
munication with the country are to be found until 
after the first Burmese War, when the Government of 
India was forced into the occuption of Assam, which 
the Burmese had conquered and nearly depopulated. 
On the expulsion of the Burmese froin the c o u n t r ~  
being effected by the British Forces, it became indis- 
pensable, as a means of protecting our frontier, that  
we shoiild assume the goverilmeilt of Lower Assain 
which its native rulers were unable to a,dminister, and 
in thus, in 1828, acquiring possessioll of this province, 
the I~lclian Government had also to assume the very 
nnsatisfact~ory relations which had for some time pre- 
viously existed between the Assa~nese princes and 
their ncighbours-more espccislly the Bhotanese. 
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On this point, quoting from Captain Pemberton- 
" Surrounded as the valley of Assam is on three 
sides by tribes but little removed from a state of ab- 
solute barbarism, it was to be expected that during 
the imbecile rule of its princes, and the anarchy 
which followed its conquest by the ruthless forces of 
Ava, every border tribe ' would endeavour to extend 
its possessions, by an appropriation of as large a por- 
tion of the lands at  the foot of the mountains as 
it had power to retain. . . . . As soon as the cessation 
of hostilities with Ava afforded leisure for an ex- 
;lminat1ion into the nature of the relations which had 
existed between the Princes of Assam and the bor- 
dering hill states and tribes, it was discovered that 
the latter had obtained possession of several tracts of 
land in the plains, the occupation of which had been 
tolerated by the rulers of Assam, froni inability to 
tbxpel the intruders, and an apprehension of more ex- 
tended evil, should they excite the angiy passions of 
tribes whom they were unable to pursue into their 
fastnesses amongst the mountains, and who could at 
any time descend and sweep the country with im- 
p~ni ty ,  from the foot of the lower ranges of hills to 
the banks of the Berhampooter." Thc Bhotanese it 
appears, had more than any other of the surrounding 
tribes benefitted by those encroachments, and a,s it is 
to their possession, thus acquired, of the Dooars or 
],lains at the foot of the hills that the padual exten- 
sion of the relations of the British Government with 
their country is to be chiefly traced, it here becomes 
necessary to give some account of them in detail and 
of the tenures by which they are held, before pro- 
ceeding to narrate the various acts of aggression on 
the p:~r-t of the Bhotanese, which, since the establish- 
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lnent of British rule in  Assam, have frequently en- 
dangered the amicable relations of the two Govern- 
ments, and ultimately resulted in the war to which 
this narrative owes its origin. 

The Dooars, as has already been explained, are 
embraced in a narrow tract of country extending 
along the foot of the lower range of the Himalaya 
mountains, and separating the British territory froin 
Bhotan Proper. The breadth of the Dooars varies 
from ten to thirty nliles,* and their extreme length 
may be estimated a t  two hundred and twenty miles. 
The northern portion, or that  immediately bordering 
on the hills, presents a rugged irregular sloping sur- 
face, caused by spurs and inferior heights projecting 
into the plains from the more lofty ones behind. It 
consists of forest land and thickets of dense vegeta- 
tion abounding with elepbaats, deers, tigers, rhino- 
ceros, buffaloes, and various other wild animals, in- 
cluding boa constrictors. The southerii portion again, 
consists of a rich black soil, extreinely fertile a,nd 
capable of producing luxuriant crops of rice, cottoll 
and tobacco. A good deal of the former is grown 
there, especially in the neighbo~zrhood of our frontier, 
and considering the coinl~aratively sinatll anloullt of 
land under cultivation, a fair amount of the two latter 
is also raised ; the Dooars in being the main 
sourcc froin which the Bhotanese obtain their to- 
bacco. 

The climate of tlhe Dooars is very unhealthy, both 
in the cultivated and uncultivated portions, but 

* Both  Pcml)c.rton m ~ t l  Eden  givc tmcxnty mi l r s  as t h e  cx t r cmc  1)rcncItll 
of t he  Dooars. T l h ,  h o ~ ~ ~ c ~ v e r ,  iq xi1 1u11tlt.r-estimate, a n d  h a s  arisvn, I 
prcslimc, froin t h r  forcxst, ant1 jlinglv lnnd, known a s  t h c  " Terai," a t  t l i ~  
immcdiatc Gave of the hills, n o t  having been includcd in t h e  niesauremcnt. 
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especially in the latter, where it is so injurious to the 
human system, as to render it almost impossible for 
any one to remain long exposed to it without con- 
tracting serious and frequently fatal disease ; so 
pestilential is the malaria. The inhabitants chiefly 
consist of a tribe called the Mechis, who appear to be 
t'he only people so constituted as to be capable of 
permanently enduring the climate. The Bhotanese 
themselves dread it, and as a general rule carefully 
avoid the Dooars during the rains. Those however, 
who, from their official employment, have had to re- 
side there the whole year round, have done so at 
places a considerable distance from the foot of the 
ilills, and as close to the British frontier as possible; 
as shown by the position of the stockades at  Myna- 
goorie and Dhamonke. 

Upon this tract of country a number of passes open 
from the Bhotan hills, each pass being under the 
control of a Soubah (Jungpen), who has also control 
of a certain proportion of the level ground under- 
neath, and to which, in some instances, the same 
name is given as that borne by the pass through 
which it is entered : hence, as explained at  page 2, 
the term Dooar, which properly should be confined 
t,o the mountain gorges, has become extended to 
the plains with which they communicate. These 
Dooars are eighteen in number, eleven of them 
being situated on the frontier of the Rungpore dis- 
trict and Cooch Behar territory in Bengal, between 
t,he rivers Teesta and the Monass, and the remain- 
ing seven on the Assam frontier, between the Monass 
and the Dhunseeree rivers. The Bengal Dooars are 
those of Dhalimkote, Mynagoorie (formerly called 
Zumerkote), Chamoorchee (known in Bhotan as 
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8-chee) , Luckee, Buxa (Passaka) , Bhulka, Bars, 
Goomar, Reepo, Cherrung, and Bagh, also known as 
Chota or little Bijnee. Of the seven Assam Dooars, 
two border on the Durrung district, and are known as 
the Booree Goomah, and the Ealling Dooars ; the 
remaining five border on the Karnroop district, and 
are called the Shurkolla, Banska, Chappagoorie, 
Chapkahama, and Bijnee Dooars. 

It would seem to have been supposed that each of 
these eighteen, so called, Dooars, have special passes 
opening upon them from which they take their 
ilames-such at  least I take to be the inference con- 
veyed in the following notice of them by Mr. Eden: 
"There is a narrow slip of land varying in breadth 
from ten to twenty miles which runs along the lower 
range of the Bootan hills from the Darjeeling district 
to the frontier of Upper Assam. . . . . Entering into 
this tract from the hills are eighteen passes; each 
pass is under the authority of a Juzlgpen, or, as 
we call them, Soubahs, and under the adininistration 
of each Jungpen is a certain division of territory 
which bears the name of the pass to which it is 
attached, and thus the whole locality came to be 
known as the Athara Dooar or Eighteen Passes or 
Dooars." Some little personal knowledge, however, 
which I halve of the Bellgal Dooars warrants me in say- 
iiig that this is incorrect, or at  least not now-a-da,ys 
:~pplicable. For instance the Zumerkote or Myllagoorie 
Dooar is situated some twenty miles to the south of 
Dhalimkotc, the pass through which it is reached- 
llencc it may be reasonably asserted that the relation 
said to exist between the nuinber of districts into 
which the level ground at  the foot of t,he hills ha,s 



49 CIIOTAS AND THE DOOAR WAR. CH. 111. 

been divided, and the number of passes by which 
they are reached, is erroneous. 

Though possession of the Assam Dooars by the 
Bhotanese was practically complete, in theory they 
were not their absolute property, as those of Bengzzl 
were. They had managed however so to harass the 
rulers of Assam by continual acts of aggression, that 
the latter were glad to obtain a prospect of security, 
by making over to them the seven Dooars, in con- 
sideration of receiving annually a tribute in the form 
of Yak tails, musk, gold dust, ponies, blaiikets, and 
knives, to the amount of 4,785 Narrain rupees*-an 
arrangement, happily described by Captain Pem- 
berton, as a mutual compromise between conscious 
weakness and barbarian cunning. 

The British Government, on assuming the rule of 
Assam, adopted the relations then existing between 
that country and Bhotan ; the arrangements about 
the Dooars being confirmed and renewed. These 
however were of so complicated a nature, that it is 
difficult to see how they could be expected to ter- 
minate otherwise than in mutual misunderstanding ; 
for instance, the two Dooazs on the Durrung frontier 
were held alternately by the British and Bhotail 

* Previous t o  t h e  invasion of Cooch R r h a r  I,y t h r  TJllotnncsr, the\. 
not only had n o  systematic coinage, 1)nt arc  bclirvrd t o  h:irr h i ~ d  :t 
prrjutlice against onr. On the conclurst, howtlrrr of Coocll RCIIRI' i l l  

1772 they got poysrs~ ion  of the tlics used for  coininS tllc Narrain 
rulwr;  t h r  rnrrcnt  coin of the C'ooch n ~ I l : t r  R:~,j:l of t h a t  nnrnr, all(\ 
introtlaced a coin into Rhotan, which 1)ernmr kno~wvn a s  :L Dc.1) rllplsc. 
T h e  purity of th i s  coin however br ing rntircly tlepcndrnt on tl1cs 
honrsty of the n h o t a n ~ s e  officials, its stantlartl vallie w:~s fonutl to  1)r 
varial)lr,  tha t  i t  was soon rejected a s  ;t cirrttl:ct,ing n ~ c ~ d i l ~ m  l)y th(- 
inhn1lit:lnta of the Dooar4 and the  Plains ,  and the  N:crrain o r  C o ~ c l l  
Btbhnr rllpr3t1 uscd instead of it. 
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Governments during the year: the former having 
jurisdiction from July to November, and the latter 
for the remaining eight months. The other five 
Dooars, on the contrary, were held exclusively by the 
Bhotanese, and the Indian Government neither exer- 
cised any control over them, nor was allowed to 
interfere in any way in their internal management, 
during any portion of the year. The origin of this 
difference in the mode of tenure of the Durrung and 
Kamroop Dooars has never been satisfactorily ex- 
plained; but as it was in existence on our taking 
over Assam, notwithstanding the great incoilvenience 
attending the arrangement, it was considered the 
more expedient course to allow it to continue, than 
to endanger the tranquillity of the frontier by altering 
a practice which had received the sanction of custom 
for years. At the time these engagements were 
entered into, others of a similar nature were entered 
into with some other hill tribes who had also been 
encroaching on Assam, but as they have no special 
reference to Bhotan, it is not necessary to allude to 
them. 

Such is a general sketch of the relations originally 
existing between the British and Bhotan Governments 
-the train of events which have gradually led to 
thcir being altered now come under narration. 

The first cause of t,ro~lble was the annual payment 
of the tribute for the Ansm Dooars, which, being in 
kind, was at fruitfill cause of dispute. Officials called 
Siznlwals were nppointJed on the frontier to receive 
tJhe njrticles from the Bhot,a,nese, which, on the one 
l ~ ~ n d ,  it wna alleged they (the Sizawals) were in the 
h:~.bit of cha>nging for substitutes of inferior value, 
while on the other it was alleged that the tribute sent 

E 
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by the Bhotanese was not of the value agreed upon. 
Be that as it may, the articles composing it on being 
sold by auction systematically failed to realise their 
nominal value, and each year's tribute fell short of 
the sum fixed-consequently, from the very beginning, 
a gradually increasing balance was shown against the 
Bhotanese. Payment of arrears was demanded, but 
refused on the ground that the articles were sold at  
unnecessarily low prices-a not unreasonable argu- 
ment ; as it seems to me absurd to have entertained 
the probability, that, in the disposal by auction of 
articles of the nature in question, either their real 
value, or any fixed sum for them, could be regularly 
secured. Coincident with the claim for arrears of 
tribute being preferred, predatory acts within our 
territory and that of Cooch Behar, as well as the 
abduction of natives under British protection, became 
common from the Bhotan frontier. 

From this period incursions of a like nature con- 
tinued more or less frequent until 1837, when the 
Government of India, under the belief that the Bhotan 
Government was ignorant of what was going on on 
the frontier, sent Captain Pemberton as an envoy to 
Ehotan to adjust the then existing difficulties. This 
mission, though well received, failed in effecting the 
object for which it was sent, and as the only means 
of protecting the frontier from aggression the East 
India Company determined to annex the Assam 
Dooars, and pay the Bhotanese Government an annual 
sum of 10,000 rupees for the loss of revenue thus 
sustained by the control of the Dooa,rs passing out of 
its hands. This measure was cai~iccl out ill 1841, and 
proved on the whole successf~il in putting a stop to 
raids within the British frontier of Assam ; though 
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incursions from the hills into the annexed Dooars 
themselves continued for many years. 

The year following the attachment of the Assam 
Dooars, the large estate of Ambaree Fallacottal~, re- 
ferred to as having been talcen from the Zemindar 
of Bykantpore and made over to Bhotan in 1784, 
mas, at the request however of the Bhotanese them- 
selves, taken under the management of the East India 
Company ; the latter holding itself responsible to the 
former for the net annual proceeds of the property. 

Outrages similar to those referred to as having 
taken place on the Assam side, now became common 
in the vicinity of the Bengal Dooars, hardly a year 
passing without their occurrence. The aggressors, it 
was believed, being either the Bhotan frontier officials, 
or robbers protected them. Repeated representations 
were made by the Government of India to that of 
Bhotan, but without any good resulting, and in 1860 
it was determined to withhold the rental of Ambaree 
Fallacottah as a mild punishnlent ;--the Bhotanese 
at  the same time being given to understand that the 
payment would recommence on their complying with 
the demands of the Indian Governlnellt relative to the 
surrender of certain natives who had been carried off 
into Bhotan from under British protection. This 
nleasure was productive of no good result, and though 
aggressions still continued, the Bengal Government, 
not feeling satisfied tha,t the central Government 
of Bhotan Wafs rcally cognisallt of the lnisconduct of 
its frontier officiads, recommended that a second mis- 
sion shonld be scut, and that a, British agent should 
be n1l~pointecl to reside at tlie Bhotan court.* 

* IVIiilc a tl~*tnilrbtl accolmt of thc r a r i o l ~ s  acts of aggression com- 
mitlc.tl 1)y l;llOf~ln('~l' within tht, Erii ish ant1 Cooch Behar  frontiers, 

E 2 
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These views, slightly modified were adopted by Lord 
Canning, whose general concurrence in them was thus 
communicated to the Bengal Government by the Se- 
cretary to the Foreign Department (Colonel Durand) 
in a letter dated the 23rd of January, 1862-" His 
Excellency in Council desires me to state that it is very 
expedient that a mission should be sent to Bootan to 
explain what our demands are, and what we shall do 
if they are not conceded ; and to make our arrange- 
ments with Sikhim clearly understood by the Booteahs. 
But His Excellency in Council is doubtful as to 
placing an agent in Bootan, and it will be better to 
leave this question to be decided after the result of 
the mission is known." Lord Canning also pointed 
out that his Agent in Assam (Major Hopkinson) 
should be called upon to state what arrangements he 
considered necessary for the security of the mission. 

While this correspondence regarding the appoint- 
ment of a mission was going on a raid was made into 
Sikim by the Bllotanese, on the grounds that it was 
through that country becoming embroiled with the 
British the previous year, that Ambaree Fallacottah 
had been taken from Bhotan.* This raid was organ- 
ised by the Jungpen of Dhalimkote, and resulted in 
thirteen men and women and twenty-three head of 

and  of t h e  train of evrnts resulting thrrrfrom, between t,he years 1828 
: ~ n d  1861, might  p r o w  trtlions to  many, t h r r e  a re  others who may I)e 
de.sirous of having more prrcisp information than tha t  which is  conveyed 
in the hrief sllmm;iry ~ i r r n  aljorr. I hare,  thcrrforc, frlt  t h a t  the  work 
will 1)r i n r o r n ~ l ~ ~ t e  rvitllollt B n:~rr:itive of t h r  cyrnts in  qurstion, inore 
in tlrtnil. ant1 11:lr~ nrrordingly preparctl one, which forms Apprnrlix B, 
and inch~dcs  :I noticr of Pc1nl)erton's mission to Poonakha ant1 drscrip- 
tion of T o n p o ,  t h r  rcqi(1rnce of the  Ppnlow of that, name. 

* In t h r  year 1861, some tlistl1rl)ancrs (to which allusion will he made 
in detail herrnftc~r) occurred on the Sikim frontier, which r e ~ ~ d e r e d  the 
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cattle being carried off-the latter valued a t  495 
rupees. This occurred in January 1862, and the 
following month the Bhotanese again turned their 
attention to Cooch Behar and committed several out- 
rages. The Raja of that state now claimed British 
protection under the treaty of 1773, on the grounds 
that owing to the aggressive conduct of the Bho- 
tanese, the talooks * of Cooch Behar adjoining the 
Dooars would probably soon be deserted. The British 
Government recognised his claim for inilitary protec- 
tion, and two companies of infantry were ordered to 
proceed to Cooch Behar for that purpose. As the 
rainy sea.soiz however was close at  hand, and as raids 
were not to be expected 'during that period of the 
year, the Cooch Behar Raja ultimately came to the 
conclusion that there was no necessity for the presence 
of British troops within his territory, and accordingly 
they were not sent. 

Though there was at this time a lull on the Cooch 
Behar frontier, the scene had changed to t'hat of Dar- 
j eeling ; information having been received froin four 
distinct sources of an intended attack on that district, 
which was verified by the a,pl,yearance of a consider- 
able force of armed Bhotanese on the frontier, and 
by their making preparations for crossing the Teesta. 
Dctacl~lnent~s were ililinedintely pushed on to the 
frontier from the reginlent at Julpigoric, and two 
companies of Her Majesty's 38th Reginlent, and one 

~ r n d i n g  of a British forcc into tlw coiuntry ncccJssary, and rrsultcd i n  
thc  conclusion of R Treaty of Amity-offcnsire :tnd d~fcnsive-with thc 
Sikim Raja. 

* The t r n n  talook is  applied to divisions of land rcntrd for agricul- 
tural purposcq, iund is synonymone with thc word f:~rm, ns commonly 
i~srd 1)y oursc,lvrs. 
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company of the 10th Native Infantry were moved up 
in support. Coincident with this demonstration 
against Darjeeling, insolent demands were made by 
the J~mgpen of Dhalimkote for the arrears of the 
Ambaree Fallacottah rents, due since its attachment 
in 1860. On the appearance of the troops however 
he withdrew his force from the frontier. 

Shortly after this affair, the Deputy Magistrate at 
Julpigorie, received a communication from the Bhotan 
official at  Mynagoorie, requesting an interview; as he 
wished to hand over to him for punishment four 
British subjects, whom he had made prisoners, in 
consequence of their having committed aggressions 
against Bhotanese propehy. The interview was 
granted, but the Mynagoorie official declined to sur- 
render the men, unless an enemy of his, who had 
taken refuge within the British territory was given 
up in return, and there the matter ended. This 
official admitted to the magistrate having likewise in 
his possession several elephants taken from natives 
within the British frontier. 

The impression held by the Government that in a 
country so imperfectly governed as Bhotan, the fron- 
tier officials acted very much as they chose-an 
impression which had materially influenced it in 
forbearing from the adoption of extreme measures- 
received some degree of confirmation at  this time, 
from the fact that an officer of rank, denominated a 
Durpun Raja, was sent by the Deb Raja to the 
Governor-General's agent at  Gomhatty to receive 
the rents of the Assam Dooars, and, if possible, 
have the amount annually paid increased-the de- 
spatches of which he was the bearer, are thus referred 
to in the Bengal Administration Report for 1862- 
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"No mention was made in these despatches of the 
outrages we had complained of. The Rajah (the 
Durpun) had merely been sent for the purpose of 
receiving the annual allowance we make to Bhootan 
for certain Dooars, amounting to about 10,000 rupees, 
and, if possible, to obtain an increase of two or three 
thousand rupees to the allowance. Nothing tran- 
spired respecting the stoppage of rents of Ambaree 
Fallacottah. There is reason, therefore, for suspect- 
ing that they had never been remitted to the Deb 
Raja, but appropriated by the Soubah of Dalimkote, 
and our failing to obtain redress from the Bhootan 
Government by withholding them is thus easily ex- 
plained. During the Conference the agent spoke of 
the outrages of the Bhootanese on our territory, and 
the evasive replies of the Deb Raja to our demands 
for redress. The Durpun Raja replied, that no com- 
plaints from the agent (Governor-General) had reached 
Ihe Deb Raja. He observed-' there were a great 
many Dooars, aiid a great many kinds of people i11 
them who made mischief in them, and that the Deb 
Raja really did not know what went on in the Dooars. 
What goes on in the Dooars is concealed from the 
Deb Raja.' There is every reason to believe that 
this is a correct representation of the condition of 
the administration of Bhootan. It is probable that 
the revenue of Ambaree Fallacottah is annually ap- 
propriated by the Dali~nkote Soubah, aiid that the 
Deb R%ja is thus unaware of its attachment. The 
letters that yl~rported to be replies from the Deb 
Raja to our demands for redress were doubtless the 
spurious productions of some of the Soubahs through 
whom our comlnunications to the Bhootall Govern- 
ment are transmitted." The reason assigned by the 
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Deb for wanting an increase to the Assam compensa- 
tion money, was that 10,000 rupees was insufficient 
to cover the religious ceremonies to which it was 
applied, and therefore that the addition requested 
was necessary. 

The sending of a mission to Bhotan having been 
definitely settled, a messenger named Mokundo Sing, 
was, in July 1862, dispatched from Assam to the 
court of the Deb Raja, bearing letters announcing 
the intention of the Governor-General to send an 
envoy to confer with them on such matters as required 
explanation and settlement between the two Govern- 
ments. The Bhotan authorities were also requested 
to indicate the route which the mission should take, 
and to make the necessary arrangements for facili- 
tating its reaching the capital. 

This messenger did not get back to Gowhatty until 
the beginning of December, having been delayed on 
his journey, owing to obstructions caused by the 
frontier officers. His wants were supplied at  Poo- 
nakha, which he reached in seven days' march from 
Cherrung : otherwise his reception does not appear 
to have been very friendly, and the reply he brought 
back from the Deb Raja was unsatisfactory and con- 
tradictory. The latter commenced his letter by stat- 
ing-" You ask an interview ; that is good ; I want to 
speak to you about the Dooars ;" and then went on to 
admit that he had received numerous complaints from 
the British authorities regarding the misconduct of his 
subjects on the frontier, and suggested the following 
very simple course for their adjustment-" With re- 
gard to the quarrels of the frontier authorities, they 
are not important enough to be heard by the Dhurma 
Raja, and if your sahibs (officials) do the same, the 
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East India Company also should not listen to them 
either "-a recommendation pretty suggestive of the 
amount of latitude the supreme powers in Bhotan 
are either inclined or obliged to accord, to their sub- 
ordinates. With  regard to the coming of the 
mission, he concluded his letter by saying-'' You 
want an interview, but now it would be attended 
with much trouble, owing to the cold, and bad state 
of the roads ; moreover, the Dhurlna Raja does not 
wish such an interview. If you want to come for 
the settlement of any quarrel, I have not informed 
the Dhurma Raja that  such is the case. I had ill- 
tended to send Zinkaffs to you, with your men, for 
the adjustment of quarrel, but on account of tlie 
heat I cannot do so now. Afterwards, in the nzonth 
of Magh, I shall send over two or three Ziizkaffs, 
who will settle disputes according to our order." The 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal (Mr. Cecil Beadon) 
recommended that the mission should be dispatched 
at once ; but the Government of India t l~ought that  
as the Bhotanese authorities had been asked to select 
the ronte for the mission and promised to send Zin- 
kaffs, it was better to wait and licar what they had 
to say--the more so as the cold season was already 
so far advanced. 

The Zinl~a~ffs never came, and this breach of 
promise taken i11 coniiexioil with the evasive nature 
of the reply sent by the 1i;~nds of Mokulldo Sing, 
decided the Indian Governlnent in dispatcling the 
mission without further reference to Bhotall, and by 
whatever ~nigllt asppcar to be the most convenient 
route. 

The Hollourable Ashley Eden, one of the most 
able officers of the Bengal Civil Service, was selected 
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as envoy ; an appointment he was peculiarly suited 
for ; having displayed remarkable tact and judgment 
when employed in a similar capacity two years pre- 
viously, in adjusting the difficulties then existing 
between the British Government and the Sikim Raja, 
and which resulted in his negotiating a treaty dis- 
tinguished alike by moderation and good sense, and 
the practical working of which, has proved in every 
respect satisfactory. 

On August 11, 1863, Mr. Eden received his in- 
structions, which were to the following general 
effect--matters of detail being left to his discretion. 

lstly. To explain in a friendly and conciliatory 
spirit to the Bhotan Government, the circumstances 
which had rendered it necessary to occupy Arnbaree 
Fallacottah, and withhold its revenues, and to inform 
it, that, in the event of the demands of the British 
Government being complied with, the occupation 
would cease, and that though the management of 
the estate would continue as formerly in the hands 
of the latter, the rents would be paid to Bhotan. 

2ndly. To demand the surrender of all captives 
carried off, and the restoration of property taken 
from British, Cooch Behar and Sikim territories. 

3rdly. With reference to the aggressions on the 
part of British and Cooch Behar subjects, complained 
of by the Bhotanese, proof to be required, and such 
redress given as the circumstances may call for. 

4thly. To endeavour to effect some satisfactory 
arrangement for the rendition of criminals by the 
British and Bhotan Governments respectively. 

5thly. The Bhotan Government to be made fully 
aware of the position in which the protected states 
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of Cooch Behar and Sikim stand to the British 
Government, and that any aggression committed 011 

them by Bhotan would be viewed as unfriendly con- 
duct towards the British Government. 

Gthly. To secure, if practicable, free coinmercial 
intercourse between Bellgal and Bhotan, as well as 
protection to traders and travellers. 

7thly. To obtain all the information possible re- 
specting the nature, population and resources of the 
country. 

8thly. To try and secure the results of the mission 
in the form of a Treaty, a draft of such as would be 
desirable being furnished. 

A sum of ten thousand rupees was placed at  Mr. 
Eden's disposal for the purchase of presents for the 
Dhurma and Deb Rajas, and such other inembers of 
the Bhotan Cabinet as it might be deemed expedient 
to propitiate. The route to be taken by the mission 
was determined by the Indian Government, and that 
vid Darjeeling, was selected as tile preferable one ; 
owing to the facilities it was supposed to afford for 
the mission organising its own meails of llill trans- 
port, and thus, to a certain extent, being illdependent 
of the Bhotan authorities. 
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CHAPTER IT. 

Mr. Eden prepares to start  from Darjeeling-Delay there and its 
Causcs-Departure of the Mission-Arrival in Bhotan-Reception by 
the Natives-d Monastery-Fort of Dhumsong-Arrival a t  Dhalim- 
kote-Visit from the Jnngpen-Scene connected with flogging 
Coolies-Difficulties encountered-Part of Escort left behind--Reach 
Sipchoo-Story of Nimba Kazee-The Tulklah Pass-The Jungpen 
of Tsangbe-Coolies frost-bitten-A Miller operated on under Chlo- 
roform-Officials arrive and t ry  to make Mr. Eden return-Villago 
Omen-Ascent of the Taigonlah Mountain-Arrival a t  Hah  Tam- 
pien-Friendly Reception by the Jungpen-Coolies die in the Snow- 
Dangers of the Cheulah Pass-A second Attempt made to stop the 
Dlission-Arrival :~ t  Paro. 

EARLY in November 1863, Mr. Eden arrived at 
Darjeeling, our Himalayan station on the north- 
eastern frontier, and commenced to organise the 
transport of his mission; the constitution of which 
had been determined on as follows-Captain Goodwin 
Austen, of the Bengal Staff Corps, as Assistant to the 
Envoy and Surveyor, Captain Lance, of the same 
corps, to command the escort, Dr. Simpson, of the 
Bengal Army as Medical Attendant, and Cheeboo 
Lama, to whom reference has already been made, as 
Thibetian interpreter. Mr. Power of the Uncove- 
nanted Service was also detailed to accompanying 
the mission as an Assistant to Mr. Eden. The 
escort was to consist of one hundred men, half Seiks, 
half Sappers of the Sebundy corps. 

As no reply had been received from the Bhotan 
authorities to a cohmunication which had been 
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addressed to them on the 10th of September pre- 
viously, by the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, noti- 
fying the intended departure of the mission, and re- 
questing that some officer might be deputed to meet 
it on the banks of the Teesta, and guide it to 
Poonakha, Mr. Eden himself addressed the Bhotan 
Government from Darjeeling on the 10th of Novein- 
ber, intimating his arrival there, and requesting that 
the Jungpen of Dhalimkote might be instructed to 
meet him on the frontier and aid him in conveying 
his baggage and camp-adding that if this was not 
done, he should be compelled to report to his Govern- 
ment that no arrangements had been made, and 
which would be considered as indicating an absence 
of friendly feeling. 

Shortly after this letter was despatched, it came 
to Mr. Eden's knowledge, that in fact there was at 
the time no recognised Government in Bhotan ; 
the whole country being in a state of anarchy and 
confusion, owing to a rebellion that had broken out 
a few months previously-and regarding which the 
following particulars were ascertained. It appeared 
that the Jungpen of Poonakha had obtained a 
pro~nise from the Deb Raja while the court was at  
Tassishujung, its summer residence, that if he as- 
sisted him in a crisis which seemed imminent, he 
sho111d be rewarded by promotion to the office of 
Jungpen of the Fort of Amgdn Forung ; a situation 
much coveted, from its being a sort of enall Pealow- 
ship. The crisis pa.sscd over, and the Deb Raja broke 
his lwoinise, hy conferring the n1)poiiltment on another. 
The Pom:~.kha J1mgpc11 felt himself aggrieved, 
and wllc~l the Court rcbt~~ruccl to Poonalcha for the 
winter months, he admitted all the Deb Raja's r e t i~ue  
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int,o the fort or palace, but shut the Deb out himself, 
and immediately appointed a nominee of his own 
to the Debship. The dethroned Deb Raja fled to 
Tassishujung, where his case was taken up by the 
Paro Penlow, which secured him the aid of Western 
Bhotan. This compelled the Jungpen of Poonakha to 
invoke that of Eastern Bhotan, by calling for the 
assistance of the Tongso Penlow, who readily re- 
sponded, and was joined by all the members of 
the Council except the Paro Penlow. The rebels 
then invested Tassishujung, and commenced the 
siege by cutting off the supply of water from the 
fort, through which they succeeded in obtaining all 
the money the besieged had, by allowing them to 
come three times a week and draw water on payment 
of 300 rupees for each indulgence. As soon as the 
funds of the garrison were exhausted, thirst com- 
pelled the Deb Raja's followers to surrender, and the 
Deb himself was permitted to retire into private life 
in the monastery of Simtoka. 

While this rebellion was going on in the interior, 
one on a smaller scale was prevailing in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the British frontier, headed by the 
Jungpen of Dhalimkote. This official was a follower 
of one of the members of Council, who was taking a 
prominent part in the other rebellion, but in his post 
at  Dhalimkote, he was subordinate to the Paro 
Penlom, who sent an officia,l to supersede him. He 
refused to surrender the fort, and a force was dis- 
l~atchecl to compel him to do so. The siege continued 
for several montlhs, but was raised by the besiegers, 
on their hearing that Mr. Eden's mission was about 
visiting the place. 

While Mr. Eden was thus detained at Darjceling, 
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tlie Jungpen of Dhalimkote sent messengers to him 
on several occasions, assuring him that the delay in 
answering the letters of the Governor-General, and in 
making arrangements for the reception of the mis- 
sion arose solely from the disorganised state of the 
country, and from no unwillingness to receive a, 

representative of the British Goveriiilient. He begged 
him to wait patiently, and promised to give him 
every assistance in his power. Towards the end of 
November, he requested an intei-view with Cheeboo 
Lama, to explain to him how matters stood a t  head- 
quarters. Cheeboo met him at the Teesta, and they 
had a conference which extended over several days. 
His desire was evideiitly that Mr. Eden should enter 
into negotiations with him. He professed great 
friendship, aiid went the. length of hinting, that, if a 
reply did not soon come to the letter Mr. Eden 
had addressed on the 10th of Noveiiiber to the Deb 
and Dhurma Rajas, he would, provided he received a 
present, aid the missioii in entering the country- 
even if in so doing, he should incur tlie displeasure 
of his Government. 

Mr. Eden reported the state of affairs to the 
Government of India, aiid was inforilied that the 
Governor-General (Sir Williain Deiinison, acting un- 
til the arrival of Sir John La~wence) was of oyiliioll 
-" tliat as the rebellion had beell successful, and 
n substantive Goveriiinent had appareiitly beell re- 
established," and as tlie Jullgpen of Dllalilnkote 
had promised to assist, ilmre was no reason why the 
nclvancc of the i~iission sllould be longcr postl~oned- 
ilie more so, as it appeared to tlie Indian Govern- 
ment, t h t  thc new Dcb Raja ]night bc desirous of 
cultivntil~~ :I good ni~dcrsta~~ding wit11 the British 
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Government, in order to strengthen himself in his 
position. On the receipt of these orders, Mr. Eden 
made immediate preparations to advance, and wrote 
to the Jungpen of Dhalimkote that he was on the 
point of starting, and requested that men might be 
sent to meet him at the Teesta. 

Difficulties were now encountered by Mr. Eden in 
procuring the necessary transport for the baggage of 
the mission ; as the Darjeeling coolies* were unwil- 
ling to enter Bhotan, the inhabitants of which are not 
looked upon with favour by the other hill residents. 
Through the assistance of Cheeboo Lama a number 
of coolies were collected sufficient to enable the bag- 
gage of the mission to be dispatched to the frontier 
on the 1st of January 1864. On the 4th of the 
month, the mission left Darjeeling, and the same 
day overtook the coolies just as they arrived at the 
Teesta, twenty-two miles from Darjeeling, and up- 
wards of 6,000 feet below it. There the coolies left 
in considerable numbers, being afraid to cross the 
frontier. Mr. Eclen was again relieved from his diffi- 
culties by Cheeboo Lama, who procured assistance 
through his own tenants,+ and after a delay of three 
clays, succeeded in getting his camp established on 
the Bhotan side of the Teesta, which had to be crossed 
on bamboo rafts. 

The mission then cominenced the ascent of the 

* The  word commonly nsrrl in the Enst, ns inrlicatirc of the  class of 
men who livc by g ~ n r r a l  l a l~our  ; i ts source 1,eing Kuli, tllc TTindoostance 
for l a l ~ o ~ i r e r .  

t The Britiqh G o r e r n m ~ n t ,  in consideration of s e r v i c c ~  rcndererl by 
C h ~ e l > o o  Lama in adjusting d i f f i c ~ ~ l t i ~ s  which ]lad arisrn betwren i t  and 
his o m  Sovc,rc~ign, t h r  SikimRaja, gavc him n 1,rc~cnt of a large tract of 
hill 1;inll out of tha t  which \\--as annexed from Sikim. 
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mountains of Bhotan, and reached a hamlet called 
Kalimpoong, 3,733 feet above the level of the sea'. 

Here," observes Mr. Eden, "we were obliged to 
halt one day to muster the coolies and re-arrange 
the baggage, which had got illto confusion in con- 
sequence of frequent desertions. Whilst here, we 
visited a lluinber of villages ; the inhabitants seeined 
delighted to see us, aiid made us presents of eggs, 
fowls, oranges, and vegetables. This part of the 
country is very fairly cultivated, and has a iiuiiiber of 
inhabitants ; it is so close to our frontier that the 
villagers set their chiefs a t  defiance, aiid are the only 
people under the Bootan Government who are able 
to carry on any sort of trade. They were vehement 
in their abuse of their own Government, and loud in 
their praise of our adininistration in Darjeeling ; their 
only wish seeined to be that they should come under 
our rule. Nearly every household had sollie members 
resident in our territory. We visited a monastery ill 
t'lle neighbourhood ; the Lamas were absent, but we 
were shown over it by two nuns, who pointed wit,h 
pride to an English vessel which was placed on the 
altar a,s a receptacle for holy water, but wllich in 
othcr countries is used for a very different purpose.-x- 
There were fine orange groves in the neighbourlioo~ 
of the monastery, but the people dared not sell the 
oranges for fear of the Lain:~s. At the unaccustomed 
sight of money, however, t'heir fear of their priests 
vanislicd, :end they not only sold, but afterw:l,rds gave 
11s a 1:mge qllnntity of oranges." At I<alimpoong, 

* 011 ri~iilinfi. I l i i ~  rnnn: is t~rg  sixtccn monthq : ~ f t c r  n r r .  Eden did, a 
fi.rc~c~n-c~olon~.c.tl E u r o p c : ~ ~ ~  fingvr f i l : ~ ~  W:IR stantl ing on thc altar, which 1 
1'1'' ~ I I I I I ~  as lh( -  Eng l i sh  ~ c s s c l  to ~vllicll 11c rcfers. 

F 
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Mr. Eden was met by a very surly old official, the ex 
Nieboo of Dhumsong-" here as everywhere else there 
being two o5cers in the appointment, one in power 
and one out of power." He at  first requested Mr. 
Eden not to proceed further into the country, but ul- 
timately gave guides to show the road to Dhalim- 
lcote. 

On the 9th of January, the mission continued its 
progress, and after a long march reached Paigong. 
On the road a number of the coolies deserted, leaving 
their loads behind them, which necessitated a quan- 
tity of the baggage being stored in the village.* 

The next day, only a few miles' advance was made 
as far as Paiengong, the mission having gone off the 
road for a few miles to visit the fort of Dhumsong, 
a small quadrangular building built of stones and 
mucl, situated on a bluff, about 5,000 feet high, 
jutting out into the valley of the Teesta, between 
Sikim and Bhotan. Mr. Eden describes the view 
from the place as magnificent. He states - " The 
snows of the Choolah, Nitai, and Yaklah passes 
were all quite close; on three sides of us were the 
different snowy ranges of. Bootan, Sikhim, and Ne- 
p a d ;  me could see within a space of sixteen miles 
the four countries of Thibet, Sikhim, Bootan, and 
British Sikhim. The view was very extended. Dar- 
jeeling mas plainly visible, and below was the beau- 
tiful and fertile valley of Rhinok in Sikhim ; we 

* Amongst the  1,aggng.e thus  left hchind was n box of arsenical soap ; 
thiq was npvrr sent aftcr the mission, and tllc authorities tl(~nic~d that it 
chollld hnrc  l~rchn stolrn. On the  rctllrn liowc~rc~r of t , h ~  mission from 
F~)on;tlrha, it \!-a9 admittcbcl that  t h ~  lwx hail 1)em opcnecl, and its contrbnta 
llring m i ~ t a l r ~ n  for gome peculiar food for h o r s ~ s ,  cattle had been f rd  on 
it and seven of them had died. 
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could see for many miles the road from the Thibet 
Passes to theRunjeet River on the Darjeeling frontier, 
the route followed by the Thibetian traders who an- 
nually visit Darjeeling." The officer in charge of the 
Dhumsong fort was a little dirty old man, who 
closed the doors, and insolently refused Mr. Eden 
admission. 

011 the 11th of January, the party reached the top 
of the mountain of Labah, a height of 6,620 feet, and 
the next day descended froin there by a very steep 
and difficult path to a rapid stream, which Mr. Eden 
describes as one of the branches of the Durlah River, 
but which, on the occasion of my visiting it the 
following year, I was told goes by the name of the 
Chale River. 011 arriving here, the mission was met 
by musicians, ponies, and mules, sent by the Jungpen 
of Dhalimkote, out of coinpliinent to whom, and i11 
accordance with the custom of the country, some of 
the members of the mission availed theinselves of the 
transpoi-t sent, " and had a very uncomforta,ble ride 
on high Tai-tar saddles on very fidgety and vicious 
mules." The inission now asceilded from the bed of 
the Clzale River, and, preceded by the musicians 
performing a noisy and inollotoilons ilntionnl air 011 

silver flageolets and brass cymbals, reached the valley 
of Ainbiolr, 2,022 feet high, situated iminedia,t,ely 
below the fort of Dhnliinkote, from which, in hono~zr 
of the o~ca~sion, n constant fire of matchlocl~s was 
kept up during the day. 

Notwithstanding, however, the demonstrative cha- 
racter of the mission's receptlioiz, and the external 
indicn'tions of friendship which accoinpanied it, on 
Mr. Edcii's sending to the Jnngpen for a supply of 
rice for the camp followers, in accordance with n 

F 2 
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promise he had made to furnish the necessary sup- 
plies, he declined to give it unless he was paid in 
advance a t  the rate of seven rupees (fourteen shil- 
lings) per maund (eighty pounds), when a t  the time 
it was known as a fact, that  the price of the article 
a t  the place from which the Jungpen procured it was 
only ten annas, or the equivalent of fifteen pence 
English money, per maund. 

On the 14th of January, after having given this illus- 
tration of his commercial abilities, the Jungpen paid 
Mr. Eden a visit ; and came accompanied by a clisor- 
derly band of about two hundred followers, consisting 
of musicians, matchlockmen, and standard bearers- 
the latter carrying boards with inscriptions on them, 
which shows that  the Bhotanese still retain some of 
the external formalities of the race from which they 
are sprung. Those familiar with China will recollect 
how invariably inscription-bearing boards form an 
accompaniment of all officials of rank on paying 
visits of ceremony. The interview and its results 
Mr. Eden describes as follows-" As they approached 
our camp the whole party halted every twenty yards 
and gave loud shouts, apparently in imitation of a 
pack of jackals. A similar cry is used on advancing 
to fight. Whilst the screaming was going on, the 
Jungpen put down his head and shook himself in his 
saddle ; the same practice was observed on other 
occasions, but I could obtain no explanation of i t  
except that it wa,s an ' old custom.' The Jungpeii 
on arriving a t  my tent, was seized by the legs by 
some of his followers, ancl after being twirled round 
in the air twice mas carried to the tent, as i t  was 
thought below his dignity to walk. The ceremony 
was, however, very far from dignified, for the Jung- 
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pen attempted to get down, and was brought to  my 
tent, kicking violently and abusing his men. He  was 
a fat, uncouth, boorish, ignorant man. He  assu~ned 
airs of great dignity for a time, but was unable to 
resist asking for some brandy. On receiving this he 
became very talkative; his chief topic, however, 
was the clua~ztity of spirits he could drink; he re- 
peatedly called for nlore brandy, and finding that  it 
was taking effect upon him, I gave him leave to go ; 
nothing, however, would induce him to leave ; he 
sta,yed for four or five hours, and a t  length was talken 
away forcibly by his servants, who saw that  I was 
annoyed. But even then he could not be persuaded 
to return to the fort, but went to the tent of Cheeboo 
Lama, and sat there drinking. Later in the day he 
left the camp ; but whilst going through it he saw 
some coolies, wlio after receiving large advances of 
pay had deserted us and had been brought ba'ck, 
being flogged. He insisted on their being released. 
Captain Lance and Dr. Simpson, who were present, 
said they could not do so witllout my orders ; he then 
drew his knife and rushed into the ring with his 
followers, threatening to cut down the Conimissariat- 
sergea'nt who was in attendance, and bel~a~ving with 
great violence. The Inen of the escort ran to their 
i1,rlns and fell in, and the bullying and violence of the 
Jungpen n,ncl his followers was immediately changed 
to abject fear. Seeing ~ n e  approaching, he ran t,o 
~neet  nie, tJremnbling with feas, and begged for for- 
givcness. I ordcrcd hill1 out of can1p, and the whole 
1)asty ran off tlo the fort in a ~rlost unclignifieci manner. 
1 deolincd to receive ;1,11y further visits from him until 
he sent me a written apology for his conduct, and 

he did the next cl;~y." How fa,r this flogging 
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of the coolies, here alluded to, was either a justifi- 
able or an  expedient measure, appears to me open to 
question, inasmuch as it is clear from the commence- 
ment that  there was a great indisposition on their 
part to come, and that  a constant amount of pressure 
had to be employed to  induce any of them to start. 
The exception taken by the Jungpen to  the course 
adopted certainly seems to me the least objectionable 
trait in his proceedings on the day in question. 

Finding it impossible to procure supplies a t  Dha- 
limkote, or the villages in its neighbourhood, for the 
large number of natives composing his camp, Mr. 
Eden sent Captain Austen through the Dooars to the 
frontier station of Julpigorie for the purpose of pur- 
chasing rice. While Mr. Eden was waiting the return 
of Captain Austen, he received a letter from the Deb 
Raja, simply instructing him to let the Dhalimkote 
Jungpen know what he had come about, and he 
mould arrange about the interview required. Mr. 
Eden explained f~d ly  to the Jungpen the object of 
the mission. He displayed a friendly spirit, and im- 
pressed Mr. Eden with the belief that he was really 
anxious to forward his progress-the more so as he 
himself was a party having a considerable interest 
in the success of the mission ; the attached rents of 
Anlbnree F:~llacottah forming a portion of the Doonr 
revenue over which he had control. At the same 
time he was evidently unwilling that  Mr. Eden 
should proceed without specific authority froin the 
Deb Raja, whose letter appeared to be mi t ten  under 
the impression that the mission was still within the 
British frontier. He complained of the conduct of 
his Government, and proved to Mr. Eden that he had 
repeatedly written for iiistr~~ctions as to what he was 
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to do on the arrival of the mission, and that  lie had 
received evasive replies, evidently so shaped as to 
hold him responsible for either the mission coming 
or going back. He  was told that  the Deb Raja did 
not understand the object of the Goverlior-General 
in sending an envoy, and that  it was caused by some 
complaint against him, which he must settle himself, 
and in so doing take care not to give offence. Mr. 
Eden replied to the Deb Raja's letter, and distinctly 
stated to him that  his business was with the supreme 
Government, and not with the Jungpen of Dhalim- 
kote ; also requesting a specific answer as to whether 
he wished to receive him or not, as, in the event of 
his decision being in  the negative, lie should a t  once 
return and report the same to the Governor-General. 

The description which Mr. Eden now gives of the 
state of the mission transport is not such as to 
favour the view that  the flogging system had beell 
attended with any practical benefit, but rather the 
contrary : " It was impossible for me to niove without 
the help of the Darlingcote (Dhalimkote) authorities, 
for the Nepalese and Silrhim coolies, seeing tlie very 
questionable manner in which we were received, had 
run away in great numbers, and we had not enough 
left to carry on even our necessary baggn,ge, thong11 
reduced to tlie smallest limits, and in addition to 
this we had now to carry on rice for tlie coolies 
themselves. I had built a large godown (storehouse) 
a t  Ambiok, alnd intended to leave a considerable store 
of rice there to be sent on to us from time to time, 
hut still each cooly required for the march nearly a 
mallnd of rice, or another cooly's load. My ollly 
kope was in obtaining people of the country, who 
could feed tl~cmsclves a t  their own villages. slid could 



72 BHOTAN AND THE DOOAR WAR. CH. IV. 

carry some extra rice for own men. The Jungpen 
made the greatest difficulty about procuring these 
men, and certainly he had been placed by his own 
Government in an awkward position." At this junc- 
ture information was received from Captain Austen 
that the necessary supplies had been procured at 
Julpigorie, and were on their way to Dhalimkote. 

Mr. Eden now told the Jungpen that he must 
either make up his mind to aid him in going on, or 
take the responsibility of his going back. Under a 
promise of payment, he ultimately consented to assist, 
and to take charge of such stores, tents, men, and 
baggage, as transport could not be found for. 

On the 29th of January Captain Austen having re- 
turned, Mr. Eden moved on, leaving behind nearly all 
his tents and most of his baggage and stores ; as it was 
impossible to get coolies enough to carry them, as 
well as to carry food for themselves. Half the escort 
also hacl to be left behincl in charge of the native offi- 
cer, a Soubadar ; the carriage available not admitting 
of more than fifty Seiks and a few sappers going on. 
Before leaving, Mr. Eden visited the Jungpen and 
was received with great civility. Refreshments were 
offered him, and in the course of being shown over 
t'he fort, he was taken into a small temple adjoining 
the Jungpen's resicleace, where a number of Lamas 
were at the time chanting prayers for the safe journey 
of the mission. 

From Dhaliinkote the course of the mission lay in 
t'he first instance in a south-easterly direction for 
about four miles, necessitating a descent of 1,500 feet, 
which brought it to the Sukyamchoo River, a narrow 
uhallow stream that runs round the spur on which the 
fort of Dhalimkote stancls. Here the missioil ha,lted 
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for the night, the place having a malarious appearallce, 
and the feeding-ground apparently of wild elephants. 

The next day's march extended over eleven miles, 
and lay through heavy forests. About half way, a 
large river, the Nurchoo, was crossed, and about six 
miles further on, the mission encamped near a smaller 
one, called the Mochoo ; the waters of which abounded 
with fish, and its banks with wild animals of every 
description. 

The journey the followiilg day was also through 
forest land. Near the end of it the Dechu, a deep, 
swift river, had to be crossed before reaching the 
halting-place a t  Xipchoo, ten miles froin the Mochoo. 
A delay of some hours occurred a t  the Dechu, over 
which a bridge had to be throvvn before the missioil 
could cross. After this had been effected, a steep 
wooded c lX had to be ascended to a height of about 
1,500 feet. Here Mr. Eden was inet by some Bhotanese 
officials in a state of intoxication, as they are stated 
iisually to be, who said there was a large fort ill the 
ueighbourhood, full of men, and begged hiin not to 
cncainp within a mile of it ; for fear the soldiers might 
come out, and while ullder the influence of liquor 
attack his pal-ty-adding that it was the wish of the 
officer in charge of the fort to prevent any harm occur- 
ring. Mr. Eden however did not believe them, and 
on going on found that the fort and the soldiers were 
equally imaginary. The ~vl~ole  town of Xipchoo con- 
sist~cl of two lluts, three or four cattle sheds, and a 
fcbw inen ancl women. The Bhotanese were not in t,he 
lcnst degree nba.shed by the detection of the untruth 
they had told, hut treated the inatter as a joke, and 
n:l,i(l th:~,t their only object in having given this 
fil~lsc infonn:ltiun was that i t  might be the llleans 
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inducing Mr. Eden to select a better encamping 
ground nearer to the river.* 

The coolies shipped at  Dhalimkote had only agreecl 
to come as far as Sipchoo, Mr. Eden being given to 
understand that the places were thickly populated, 
and that there would be no di5culty in procuring 
fresh relays. This proved a deliberate falsehood, 
there being only five houses in the whole neighbour- 
hood, and not a coolie to be got. The official in charge 

* Mr. Eden mentions the following incident which occurred a t  this 
period of the journey :-" One of the first persons who came forward to 
greet 11s was Minlba Kazee. This man's history is a curious one: he 
wits for many years in our service, and was in receipt of, for a Booteah, 
a large salary, as translator of the Dajeeling Court. He was Dr. 
Campbell's right-hand man for years, was with tha t  gentleman and 
Dr. Hooker when they were imprisoned by the Sikhim Raja in 1851, a i d  
i s  specially nlentionrcl under the name of Nimbo in Dr. Hooker's 
Journal (page 233) as having broken away from captivity and found his 
way into Darjeeling, swimming the Teesta with " a  large iron ring on 
each leg, and a, link of several pounds' weight attached to one." When 
Dr. Campbell, a t  the end of 1860, entered Sikhim, this man was with 
him and behart,(l well, receiving several rewards for bravery. I n  1861, 
when I relieved Dr. Campbell of the charge of our relations with Sikhim, 
Mimba mils made over to me as a trustworthy guide and spy ;  he had not 
been with me more than a week before I had reasoil to suspect him of in- 
triguing with the enemy. He found out that  I was watching him, and 
the day we crossed thc frontier he fled into Rootan, taking with him 
sixty or seventy of his ryots, his cattle and all thr  property he could 
remove. I afterwards found that  he hacl br rn  endeavouring to induce 
the Bootanese to join the Sikhimese against us. H e  hacl a valual~lt. 
estate in Darjprling, this was of conrse forfeited to the State, and is now 
called the " MimLa Kame Tea Plantation," in the hands of a European 
Conlpany. H P  sf'enls to have offered the Paro Penlow rupc,cxs 2,000, to 
make him Jungpen of Darlingcote. The I'enlow led him on until he 
got all his moncy out of him, and then refused to give him any employ- 
ment higher that  of a p~ iva te  soldier. Hr came to me a t  Sipchoo, 
smiling as if nothing hat1 happened: he entrrsted to 11r taken into our 
enlploy, and his great, wish evidfbntly was to l ~ e  allowed to return to 
Da jeeling. He joined our camp, and was on the whole useful, though 
I was not ablr to trust him to any great cxtent." 
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of the Sipclloo district was a Nieboo, or Jungpen's 
deputy, who called on Mr. Eden the day after his ar- 
rival. He declared his inability to give him any 
assistance, stated that  it was out of the question the 
mission going on without the aid of Government, that  
he had received no communications about it, but that  
if it remained a t  Sipchoo for a few weeks, it was pos- 
sible orders might come, and coolies be procurable. 
He treated the matter with perfect indifference, and 
as he clearly had no intention of giving himself any 
trouble about it, Mr. Eden determilled on his own 
course of action : his choice lying between returning 
a t  once to British territory, or going on, leaving be- 
hind him the greater portion of the reduced camp 
equipage and escort that  he had brought on to Sipchoo. 
With the precedents of Bogle's, Turner's, and Pem- 
berton's missions before hiin ; all of which had gone on 
with but a limited number of attendants, he made up 
his mind to push on as little encumbered as possible. 
He accordingly left behind all the heavy baggage and 
stores, all the escort except fifteen Seiks and ten 
Sebundy sappers, the latter for road-clearing, bridge- 
inalcing, &c. Also Mr. Power, his uncovenailted as- 
sistant, the Coininissariat sergeant, the lnoonshee 
(literary assistant in Hindoostanee), the native doctor, 
and every ca~mp follower who could be spared. 

Having made arra,ngeiiients for the encalnping and 
I l a J t i i ~ ~  of t1hose thus left behind, Mr. Eden moved on 
::I diat1nnce of seven miles on the 2nd of February, to 
Tsigong, a) fine open plain a t  an elevation of 5,756 
ftlet., just below the Tnl6lah Pass, and reached by a 
cont'innons :~,sccnt ny a inolxntain spur, where not- 
~it~hsta~ildiiig its great height, the marks of wild 
clcphants were seen. At this place the mission was 
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a'gain harassed by the desertion of coolies, whose 
natural repugnance to the work they seem to have 
been forced into, was increased on the day's march by 
alarming accounts given them by the people they met 
on the road as to the depth of the snow in some of the 
lmsses, and which as results showed were not exag- 
gerated. 

On the morning of the 3rd of February the Tulklah 
Pass was entered, and shortly afterwards the party 
came to snow, through which it had to march until 
(lark, the depth varying from one and a-half to two 
feet. The night was spent a t  a place called Thlung- 
choo, a t  an elevation of 8,198 feet. The snow was 
cleep, but the men managed to light fires, and protected 
themselves completely from the cold. 

On the 4th of February the Tul6lah Pass was 
crossed a t  an elevation of 10,000 feet. From that a 
clescent of 2,500 feet was made with much difficulty 
t,hrough the snow to Dongachuchoo. The snow here 
was not very deep, but the men were all thoroughly 
exhausted and desponding, and nothing but the fear 
of again crossing the snows prevented the p e a t  
m5jority of the coolies running off and leaving 
the mission in the jungle. Tlle next day Mr. Eden 
cleterlninecl to give them a rest, and went only a few 
lniles clown to the bottom of the valley and encamped 
on the bank of the river Am Mochoo (3,849 feet) ; * 
here the sun was hot, and the coolies' spirits im- 
proved. 

On the 6th of February the mission continued its 

* T h e  following clclscription of this  rivcr i u  given 11g Mr. Eclrn :- 
" T h e  Mochoo is a r r r g  1,cautiful r ivrr ,  clcop, vcry rilpitl, ant1 11ro:ltl ; 
i t  is full  of enormous I jo~~ldcrs ,  which makes the  r i rc r  onc continnolls 
line of white foam. It was spanncd by a curiollrr and ingflnions 
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journey, and after going for a few miles up a very 
steep ascent, came to a perfectly level path, well 
wooded and watered. Proceeding along this for eight 
miles, a precipitous descent had to be made to a small 
stream, which was crossed, and a second ascent made 
to Tsangbe (6,143 feet elevation). Here a very pretty 
little hamlet of some four or five houses was found, 
with a nunzber of small villages and monasteries scat- 
tered about the neighbourhood. The villagers were 
very friendly, and flocked round the camp with 
presents of eggs, milk, and fowls, and professed to be 
anxious to come under British rule. The ground in  
the vicinity of the village was well cultivated, and the 
fields ileatly fenced with loose stone walls. Tillage 
was carried on with the plough, and not with the 
hand, as a t  Darjeeliag ; the crops being barley, buck- 
wheat, millet, and turnips. At Tsangbe, which is 

bridge. Advantage had  been taken of s g r r a t  rock t o  throw across 
from one Lank son(. cigllt o r  t c ~ i  large bcwnls, the  ends of whicll wr rc  
\vt,iglied down hy largcb llenps of stones and  ear th sul>portcd 11y a rrvct- 
mc,nt. Across tllcsc l ) t ~ + ~ ~ l s  were p1:lct.d a row of thick logs, thcn :lnoth(,r 
s r t  of 11c:tms projtbcting f i r  bt,yontl thc first, 1:ryt.r ;111tl similarly a.c.igh(*tl 
down wit11 stonc,s and ra i~ th ,  t h r ~ i  sonlr logs, xud so on till a snficic,nt 
1(>11gl11 of 1)c):tni W:IS p l w j t ~ t t d  across t l l ~  rivt>1' to  b u ~ l ) o r t  :t p l : ~ t f ~ r ~ l l  thro~vll  
from tllc.sc. 11c-:11ns to  of hcr small I )c;~ms built into t h t ~  roclc in t 1 1 ~  ri\-c,r. 
On the otllcr s i c l ~  the ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1  W:IS ~ n n c h  grc,&ltrr, ~ n t l  in ndtlition to  t11,. 
1)canls thro\vn o ~ l t  from tllr 11:tnk ;lntl froin tlic roclr, the pl:ttl'orm nrcjs 
supl)ortc(l 11y can(,.; mltl s111al1 clst,tspcrs; i t  w:ls ill f i ~ c t  :t rompound of :I 

S I I S ~ ~ I I S ~ O ~  :1ntl ;L  pit^ I~ritlgt.. I t  W:IS n r :~ t ly  I)o:lrtlc>d t l ~ r o u ~ l l o u t ,  nn(l 
mas soinc. four or fivc f t ~ t  1~1*on(l. T h r  l ~ c ~ i ~ l l t ,  from t h r  cacntrc spun 1 0  

thc n.,~lt>r w:~s  tl~il-ty f~ t -1 ,  a11t1 tl118 11rc~:~tltlr of tilt, sp:un ninrtJ- fc~ct. 'rh(s 
J locl~oo coli~cs from J'I1:tgri i l l  Thil)c~t, ant1 p:~ssc,s close und(tr tlltl S i l i l ~ i ~ ~ l  
1::tj;iq 'I'hil~ct 1':1lact, : ~ t  (:l~ooi~llri, ant1 rlurs tl1ro11~11 l3ootiln into thc. 
Ilt*rh:~mpooter. If lht. collnlrj Ili~tl I ~ r r n  in an;). llalltls but thosc of thc  
l :ooic:~h~ :i roncl ~ n t o  'l'l1111c-t wo~~lc l  1>,1vc> 11c~c.n t:~lrc,n ,117 t l ~ i s  \-nll(sv, u n c l  
noultl I~:lvt, ol)c~uctl C V I I I I I I L I I ~ ~ C . I ~  ion n itli the. pl:~in.;, n ~ o i t l i n ~  al l  sno\vy 
pasuc~s." 
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eight miles distant from the Am Mochoo, the mission 
halted. 

On the 7th of February, the Jungpen of Tsangbe 
called on Mr. Eden, and told him that he had re- 
ceived no communication from Government about 
him, and could neither give him any assistance him- 
self, nor allow the villagers to do so. Also, that it 
was not the custom of the country to allow persons to 
pass the forts without orders ; but that, as he had not 
a sufficient number of men to stop the mission, Mr. 
Eden could go on if he chose to do so, but that he 
mould not give him a single coolie. When asked if 
he mould take the responsibility of saying that the 
Deb Raja declined to receive the mission, he said he 
had no authority to say anything of the kind, as he 
had no doubt that  if Mr. Eden went on, he would 
be well received, but a t  the same time thought it 
desirable that he should remain where he was until 
lie (the Jungpen) communicated with Government. 
Mr. Eden pointed out to him that  the Deb Raja had 
hacl ample time to colnmunicate his intentions to his 
various subordinates, and said that  he might m i t e  to 
the effect that he (Mr. Eden) was unwilling to turn 
back, knowing how serious the consequences would 
be to the Bhotan Government, unless he was aware 
for certain, that i t  was not intended he should be re- 
ceived, ancl that  if only distinctly told so, he sliould 
go back a t  once. 

On examining the coolies a t  this place, it mas 
found that nearly all the Nepaulese ones had been 
more or less frost-bitten in crossing tlie Tu1t:lah 
pass, and some of them very badly. '' We therefore," 
says Mr. Eden, "p~uchased a number of llicles and 
pieces of woollen cloth, ancl colnpelled them all to 
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make boots for themselves, according to the fashion 
of the country." The oversight of not-while forcing 
men on a distasteful service of this kind-having 
made provision for such a contigency as here referred 
to, will be self evident. 

Mr. Eden, seeing that it was quite hopeless enter- 
taining the idea of bringing on the portion of his 
camp left at  Sipchoo, sent instructions to Mr. Power 
to return as soon as he could to Darjeeling, taking 
with him all the extra stores and baggage, as well aal 
the Seiks and sappers left at  Dhalimkote, with the 
exception of five of the latter to remain as a guard 
over the things left with the Jungpen of that place. 
He was instructed also to leave with the Nieboo of 
Sipchoo a store of rice for the party on its retunl, 
and all the presents from the Governor-General for 
the Bhotan Court, which, from want of carriage, Mr. 
Eden had been unable to bring on with him. He 
then arranged with the Jungpen of Tsangbe and the 
Nieboo of Sipchoo to keep the mission's comlnunica- 
tion open with Darjeeling by a line of dawk (postal) 
runners, and to give protection to people passing 
backwards and forwards thus employed. This they 
both agreed to do, on receiving a present, with a 
promise of a further one, on the conlpletioll of their 
engagement .* 

* On the  way to Tsangl~c  the mission p n s s ~ d  a flour-nzill workrd by 
x m:~tcr-wl~c,cl. The  miller in charge of it ,  :ln old man,  had a 1:lrge 
tumonr on his  lip, which f,ntircbly co~~ce: t l rd his moutll and  lower par t  of 
his f;tce, ant1 sc.rionsly intcrfcred with his  taking food. Dr. Binlpson 
told him tli:lt, he  wolild rrmovc it for him if lie c;lmc, t o  wlic~rc t h r  
mis.;ioll WRS goillg to  (~IIC:IIIIP. IIF (lid SO wllilv i t  h ~ l t o d  a t  Tsanghr, 
~ l l t l  h;111 t l i ~  t~lilioiir rxcis('C1 u ~ l d c r  tllc inflaol~cc of chloroform, t o  t h ~  
Rrr;lt n.;tonishrnc~nt of a largcs 1lutn11(,r of ~ 1 > ( ~ c t ~ t o r s .  The rcnsults of 
this opt-r'ltion would sciSm to  liarc sprcatl with r:~pitlity throllgh thc. 
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On the 9th of February the mission left Tsangbe, 
passing the fort of that  name on the way-a small 
building of rubble stone with a wooden roof, and re- 
markable only for the beauty of its situation. After 
ooing a few miles, a steep descent had to be made to B 

a small river, the Sukchu, which was crossed by a 
good wooden bridge. The opposite side of the valley 
was then ascended by a steep zigzag, "evidently 
made several years ago a t  a considerable expense." 
On the way a beautiful waterfall was passed: the 
supply of water was not large, but it fell from a con- 
siderable height, and was scattered like rain. On 
reaching the top of the ascent a number of villagers 
collected and paid the mission the compliment due 
to  all persons of distinction travelling through the 
country ; namely, setting fire to little heaps of worm- 
wood as they pass. They seem to be under the im- 
pression that Mr. Eden and his party had come to 
take possession of the country, and were undisguisecl 
in their abuse of their own Government. The halting- 
place for this day was Saybee, described as " a very 
fine little village," with some cultivation and good 
houses ; its elevation being 6143 feet, and its distance 
from Tsangbe about ten miles. 

On reaching this place, Mr. Eden was informed 
that some Government messengers (Zinkaffs) had re- 
cently al-rivecl, and hacl given out that they werc 
chargecl with instructions to turn him back. Hearing 
that these men said they had letters for hiin, 

country, as  Mr.  Etlcn states with rcfcrcncc thereto: Thc oprr:ttioll 
sr~,mt,tl t o  hnvc. nttractrd the :~ttt.ntion of the  IJootnncsc~ in iL rc,ry 
s i n c n l ~ r  m:tnnrr, for, ilt Pvcry ~illilgt,  thro11g11 ~vhiclt ~ v c  pwssetl, :111(1 on 

onr :rrriv,tl :lt t h ~ ~  Drtr l~ar  (state rt~ccsptiori) on(, of t h r  first qiirstiolls 
:~slietl, was, ' \Vllicli was thc Ductor who h:~tl rrmovcd the tun lour? ' "  
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Mr. Eden sent for them, but they made excuses for 
not coming. On threatening to have then1 punished, 
they a t  last came. The interview with them will be 
best given in Mr. Eden's own words-'' It turned out 
that they had no letters for me : they said they had 
letters to the Darlingcote Jungpen, instructing him 
to turn me back. I replied that as they had nothing 
for me they might go. They told me that  if I went 
on I might be opposed. I poiilted out to them that 
I could not act upon the information of petty mes- 
sengers like themselves, and unless they could show 
written authority from the Deb to forbid my coming 
on, I would have nothing to say to them. They gave 
me the letters to the Darlingcote Jungpen, and told 
me to read them, as they were intended to have 
reached him whilst I was there, and were instructions 
regarding me. I opened the cover and found two 
letters, according to the Booteah custoin ; one full of 
professions of friendship for the Britjish Government, 
and instructing him to do everything he could to 
satisfy me and settle any dispute I niight have with 
him regarding the frontier, but not a word about my 
going back. This letter was evidently intended to 
be shown to me. The second was a most violent and 
intemperate production, threatening the Jungpen with 
forfeiture of life for having allowed me to cross the 
frontier, ordering him to pay a fine of rupees seventy 
to each of the messengers sent him, and abusing him 
in the grossest terms ; at  the same time, telling lliln 
on no accolmt to allow me to go away angry, hut to 
try and entice me across the frontier ng:~in, a,dding, 
however, that if he collld riot get rid of me wit,hout 
offending me, he should send me on to the Uurbar bJ* 
the fhmchee and Dhone road, and should see thht 

G 
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proper arrangements were made for furnishing sup- 
plies. The Zinkaffs, after reading the letters, said it 
was clear that I should go back and enter the country 
by the Sumchee road. I pointed out that two days 
more would bring me into the Sumchee road, and 
that to go back would take me fifteen days. They 
said that the Amla (council) had shown such folly in 
not giving proper orders for my reception, that they 
should not trouble themselves in the matter, and that 
I might go which way I liked. I asked one of them 
to return with me; he agreed at  first, but then said 
he must go on to Darling (Dhalimkote) to get his 
share of the fine ; but they gave me guides from the 
village, and supplied us with fodder, &c., for the 
horses.'' 

While at  Saybee, the villagers and their headmen 
came to Mr. Eden, and begged to be allowed to 
accompany his party back to Daljeeling. They were 
told that they were at liberty to go and settle there if 
they liked, but they explained that the difficulty they 
had to overcome was to get away from their own 
country, where they were so watched as to be unable 
to escape without leaving their families behind them, 
and that the lives of the families of runaways were 
looked upon as forfeited. They repeated what it ap- 
pears had been mentioned to the mission some marches 
back, namely, that from three European children 
having been born in the village, it was an omen that 
%e country wonl~l pass into the hands of the British, 
and that they had been expecting the fulfilment of 
this omen for some time, and now that people of that 
nation had come to the village, they felt it was true. 
At the request of Mr. Eden, the children in question 
were brought to the camp-they had no claims to 
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European origin, but were Albinos. This was ex- 
plained to the villagers, but they could not be made 
to understand that there was not something myste- 
rious about their birth, and that it was connected 
with the advent of the mission; as they said they 
had never heard of any other children of similar ap- 
pearance having been born ill the country. 

On the 10th of February the nlission left Saybee, 
first making a slight descent to the River Saychoo, 
and then an ascent by a very steep zigzag up the 
commencement of the Taigonlah Mountain, over the 
top of which it had to pass. About the middle of 
the day, an open grassy plain, at  a height of 9256 
feet, named Bhokur, was reached. Here there was a 
little snow, and a inagnificent herd of yaks or Cllowrie 
cattle, that apparently had been driven down froin 
the higher pass by the heavy snow. As there was a 
doubt about finding a supply of water further on, and 
the snow was found to be deep, the mission ter- 
minated its day's journey here, hoping to clear the 
pass the next day. On the morning of the eleventh 
it again started, but made slow progress, owing to 
the steepness of the ascent and depth of the sllow: 
both horses and inen ~naliing their way with diffi- 
culty. Here the whole aspect of the country changed ; 
instead of the usnal forests of rhododendron, mag- 
nolia, oak, chestnut, hc., the party suddenly passed 
into a,n eiitircly new vegetation, i~ot~hing being seen 
but pines of various descriptioizs, nlld which was found 
to  be a, forest much more pleasant to travel in than 
thak t l l~ro~~gll  which it hn,d hitllerto been passing : 
being thinner and cleaner from undergrowth. To- 
wards evening a stone rest house, erected for the 
shelter of travellers overtaken in the snow, was 

a 2 
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passed. "In the evening? says Mr. Eden, <'we halted 
a t  Shafebjhee ; the snow was deep, but the men made 
themselves, and us, tolerably comfortable by collect- 
ing large quantities of juniper and laying it over the 
snow, and the juniper and pine boughs made splendid 
fires which they kept up all night. The height of 
the camp was 11,800 feet: the thermometer regis- 
tered 13", yet with some two hundred persons, some 
Sikhs, others Bengallees, not a man suflFered from the 
cold." At  this place a heavy mist completely obscured 
the view, and as Captain Austen was desirous of 
being able to  fill into his map observations made 
from so commanding a position, he determined to 
remain behind, and catch the missioli up two marches 
ahead. 

On the 12th of February Mr. Eden went on, leaving 
Captain Austen and his Assistant-s in a little rest 
house close to the pass, made partly out of the face 
of the rock, partly of stones. The descent from the 
pnas was found very steep, the snow apparently in- 
creasing-in place of decreasing in depth as the 
elevation became less. The road lay alongside a 
pretty little strearm, which had to be crossed ten 
times by small wooden bridges-" the men had some 
difficulty in making a road through the snow, and in 
places where there had been water-courses there were 
large sheets of ice very trying for men with a maund 
weight on their baclis ; in several places, little water- 
falls had frozen, and there were large icicles twenty 
feet high." Some hours' marching brought the mis- 
sion into the Hah valley, through some scenery 
described as very lovely and park-like, and here it 
encamped for the night, a t  Dorika; a small plain 011 

the banks of the Hachoo River. A few miles before 
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arriving a t  this place, the party had struck, and 
passed along the Suinchee and Dhone road : the 
route usually talcen to the Dooars and plains of 
Beagdl from Paro and Western Bhotan 

On the 13th of February, the camp was struck at 
Dorika, and the party crossed the Hachoo by a strong 
wooden bridge, and marched along a good level road 
up a very beautiful valley along the banlrs of the 
river. On the way some fine villages containing stroiig 
three storied houses were passed; many of thein how- 
ever were in ruins, the rest were empty; the occu- 
pants having gone down to spend the winter a t  
Sumchee (Chamoorchee). The scenery as the mission 
a,dvanced became magnificent, iinmecliately facing it 
were the high peaks of the Thibet inountains, the 
sides of the valley for about a qun:.ter of a mile per- 
fectly flat, with the clear strean1 of the Hachoo, 
about sixty yards wide, creeping slowly along, and 
presentiilg a marlred contrast to tlie boisterous tor- 
rents that had recently been passed. The fields on 
both sides of the river were neatly fenced lilre those 
a t  Tsangbe, and water was conducted over them by a 
system of small channels. The land was terraced and 
revcttcd with stoiics, and each villa,ge had a good 
bridge across the river. 

Early in tlze day Hnh Tninpien was reached. As 
i t  mas approached large floclrs of blaclr sheep, yaks, 
and cattle were grazing beiow the snow line. This 
13l:bce was found to be t.hc residence of a Jungpen, tlze 
villnJgcs i11 it,s ncighbonrhood were inhabited, and the 
people c;l,il~e out in a crowd to receive the mission. 
Thcir appearance in coirlmolz with that of the inha- 
hit:lIut1s of tllc pine forest tracts generally is repre- 
s~nt~ed as not prepossessii~g ; as thcy lreep large fires 
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burning in their houses day and night, which having 
no chimneys, leads to a thick deposit of soot being 
left on their faces, which, as they never wash, does not 
improve the expression of their countenances. Here, 
however, the mission seems to  have met with the first 
indications of spontaneous civility ; as the Jungpen, 
immediately on its arrival, sent down a supply of fire- 
wood, forage for the horses, and buckwheat flour. 

The next day the Jungpen called on Mr. Eden, who 
thus describes him-" he was a very fine and well man- 
nered old man; he gave us a hearty welcome, and 
brought with him his family; his wife is a daughter of 
the Paro Penlow: they stayed a long time in our 
camp, looking a t  such curiosities as we had with us, 
and he entreated me so earnestly to stay one day that 
I could not refuse him, especially as I was anxious 
that  Captain Austen should rejoin us here. The Paro 
Penlom's wife, who was on a visit to her daughter, 
called and assured me that we should be received in 
a very friendly manner by her husband." The fort 
under the charge of this Jungpen was a very pretty 
four storied little building, commanded, as is the case 
with most Bhotanese fortifications, by an outpost, 
higher than itself, about eighty yards distant. One 
of the Jungpen's servants had lately mutinied and 
taken possession of this outpost, and set his master 
a t  defiance. About two miles from the fort therc is 
a fine monastery, and in its immediate neighbourhood 
is n black temple dedicated to the tutelary deity of 
the poisoners, "one of the chief fi~vourites in the Bho- 
tean pantheon." Some distance up the valley are a 
number of fine villages, the inhabitants of which are 
saicl to be the richest in Bhotan, but have the repu- 
tation of being very la~vlcss, and great robbers. Tllcir 
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to Thibet places them in a more indepen- 
dent position, for being within a few miles of that  
frontier, if ill treated they have only to run across 
the path and are safe from pursuit. They appeared 
to Mr. Eden more civil, obliging and truthful than 
the people of the country generally. Close to the 
camp there was a medicinal spring, held in repute by 
the inhabitants, as a cure for skin diseases and rheu- 
matism. It was heated like the mineral springs in 
Sikim, by throwing hot stones into the water. 

During the night heavy snow fell, and in the morn- 
ing it was two feet deep all over the camp. At  day- 
break the Jungpen, with his wife, children and all his 
followers, came again to the camp; their object being 
to see that the mission had not suffered from the cold. 
They brought with them straw and fir poles, with 
which they constructed tents for the sepoys, and took 
all the camp followers and coolies to  the village t o  
give them better shelter. The snow continued to fall 
all the 15th and 1 Gth, and prevented a,ny of the party 
moving from their tents. On the latter date Captain 
Austen returned. Considerable anxiety had been ex- 
perienced about hiin; the more so, as rumours reached 
the mission, through the villagers, that some of the 
people with him had died of the cold, and which 
proved to be true. 

Captain Ansten, it a,ppcared, had remained where 
the mission left him for the first day of the snow, 

that i t  was only of a local and temporary 
character, and thn,t on its ceasing, he tvould be able to  
continue his observations. Finding that i t  was be- 
colning coi~t in~~ons  he determined to descend, and in 
80 doing found the snow in inany places breast deep. 
This, coinbilled with the fact of its snowing heavily 
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at  the time, led to his party getting separated ; and 
on arriving at Dorika, in the valley, four men were 
found missing. Captain Austen sent back to seek for 
them. Two were found dead at  the top of the pass, 
where they had lain down to die shortly after starting. 
The other two had been picked up by the ex-Jungpeii 
of Tsangbe, who happened to be passing at the time. 
He had helped himself to the property found with the 
dead bodies, and had also broken open the boxes 
carried by the coolies that he had saved. Some di5- 
culty was experienced in getting him to give up the 
property he had thus acquired. 

On the 17th of February the weather cleared, 
but it was impossible to move, owing to the depth 
of the snow, and the extreme cold; the thermo- 
meter standing at 11". Mr. Eden now heard that 
a deputation from the Government was on its way 
to stop his progress. He determined to frustrate 
this movement, and leave Hall Tampien as soon 
as practicable, a8nd make his way to Paro, and there 
personally ascertain how the Penlow of that place, 
usually one of the most influential men in the coun- 
try, was disposed towards him. He kept his inten- 
tion secret from the Jungpen, and, judging that two 
clays of sun must have reduced the depth of the snow, 
he made up his mincl to s t ~ r t  on tlie 19th of February. 
Accordingly at daylight, CaptaJn Austen and Dr. 
Simpson started witch Cheeboo Lama's seivants, and 
twenty strong men that had been sent by the Sikim 
R?ja a few days before, to aid the mission. This 
party was to treacl a path through the snow, which 
Mr. Eden, with the remainder of the camp, was to 
follow. Some hours after they had started, Mr. Eden 
sent on the baggage and tents. The Jungpen, now 
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prceiving the intention to leave, came domi with all 
his men, and stated in a violent manlier that the 
mission could not go on ; as he had orders from the 
Government to stop it ; until the deputation referred 
to arrived. He was asked to show his orders, but 
could not do so. Mr. Eden then informed hiin that 
half the camp had golie on several hours, and were 
by that time half way to Paro, and that lie could not 
delay a moment longer. He  was very angry, but be- 
came so far soothed by a present as to give guides 
and the aid of some sepoys, on Mr. Eden's proniising 
not to mention having received any assistslice from 
him. 

Mr. Eden overtook the advanced party under Cap- 
tain Austen a t  three o'clock in the afteriioon ; the 
ascent, from the untrodden state of tlie snow, haviiig 
proved one of great difficulty, and very trying to the 
impaired strength of the coolies. The end of the 
pass appeared not more than half a mile distant, and 
from the information given liiiii, Mr. Eden was led to  
believe that, once across the pass, a village could be 
reached where shelter for tlie night would be found. 
It was therefore decided to push on- the snow, 
however became deeper and deeper ; varying from 
three to eight feet. The horses and lnules were con- 
tinually siidciug over their backs in it, and much 
delay was experienced. At six o'cloclr the top of the 
pass was reached, and Mr. Eden concluded that  the 
day's difficulties were over, and sent on Dr. Silnpson 
and Caytoin Austcu with tlie advi~ilced party ; while 
he waited bcllind to see the rear one across ; espe- 
cially .w soine of the coolies were trying to lie down 
in the snow and fall asleep. Several of them had to 
be casriecl, so prostrated llad both their mental and 
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physical powers become, from the combined effects of 
over fatigue and cold. The expectations with refer- 
ence to the day's troubles being at an end proved 
premature ; because, as the party advanced, the snow 
became of greater and greater depth, and both mules 
and horses were continually sinking up to their necks. 
"Evening," states Mr. Eden, "began to draw on whilst 
we were still on the pass, and the coolies became 
frightened and desponding, and many wanted to be 
allowed to lie down and die. A halt would have in- 
volved the death of every man in the camp ; for there 
was no going to the right or left. We drove and en- 
couraged the men on, but our progress was not more 
than a quarter of a mile an hour; fortunately the 
weather was clear, and there was a bright moon. At 
about eleven o'clock at night we reached some forest, 
which afforded shelter from the wind, and the snow 
was less deep in places. The coolies were getting sick 
and faint, and I therefore gave them permission to 
bivouac in gangs of not less than twelve, with a 
Sirdar (headman) with each gang, who was to see that 
the men kept close together, and that a fire was 
burning all night. I gave those who could do so per- 
mission to go on, leaving their loacls piled under trees, 
whence they could be fetched next morning. They 
readily took advantage of this permission, and we 
went on with greatly reduced numbers. The horses 
and mules struggled through the snow in the most 
wonderful manner, sinking over their hocks at every 
step, constant'ly rolling on their backs, ancl yet Iteep- 
ing up with us." If such were the dific~lt~ies en- 
countered by the lower animals in keeping thcir equi- 
librium, ancl making their way through the snow, 
what must have been the difficulties experienced by 
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worn-out frost-bitten coolies, burdened with upwards 
of two-thirds of a hundredweight on their backs 

Midnight passed without any signs of the village 
appearing which Mr. Eden supposed was just below 
the Pass. At one A.M., however, of the 20th Fe- 
bruary, its proximity was indicated to the111 by the 
baying of a Thibetian watch-dog, a i d  they shortly 
afterwards reached the place, ' perfectly exhausted, 
not having tasted food since nine o'clock the previous 
morning, and having been marching through the 
snow continuously for fifteen hours.' Shelter in good 
houses was procured. When morning came all the 
coolies who had been left behind turned up in safety 
with their loads. The height of the Cheulah Pass 
(that which had just beell crossecl) was 12,490 feet, 
and the height of the village 10,067 feet. A11 ad- 
vanced portion of the deputation sent to arrest the 
progress of the mission was found in this village. 
They had attempted to force the Pass during the 
snow storm, so as to get to IIah Talnpien before Mr. 
Eden left it, but could not succeed, and had to return. 
On hearing of the arrival of the iilission at  the village 
they took their departure, inuking a. great noise, and, 
in the confusion which at the time prevailed, stealing 
everything they could lay their hands on, including 
one of the Seik's muskets. 

Early in the forenoon of the 20th, the deputation 
itself awived, having been detained seven days in a 
neighbollrhlg nlonastery, in consequence of the snow. 
They made themselves very disagreeable, and turned 
a number of the mission followers out of the houses in 
which they had tn,lcen shelter. Their servants 
crowded round the baggage ; and before the sentry 

tilnc to see what they were about, they bolted 
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with some cooking utensils, and whatever else they 
could conveniently lay their hands on. In the course of 
the day the deputies (Zinkaffs) waited on Mr. Eden, 
and delivered a letter to him from the Deb Raja. They 
told him that their instructions were to return with 
him to the frontier, for the purpose of re-arranging the 
boundary, and receiving charge again of the resumed 
Assam Dooars. After this the demands of the British 
Government were to be enquired into; and if they (the 
Zinkaffs) considered it necessary, Mr. Eden was to be 
allowed to proceed to Poonakha, for the purpose of 
having an interview with the Deb and Dhurma Rajas. 
The letter from the Deb Raja was of the same evasive 
character as all his previous communications. I n  re- 
ference to Mr. Eden's threat to return to Darjeeling, 
he said that  he should not speak of doing that, as he 
had never declined to receive him ; "but that it 
mould be well to investigate complaints on the 
frontier, and that the surplus collections of the Assam 
Dooars and of Ambaree Fallacottah ought to be paid 
to the Bhotan Government." Mr. Eden declined to 
enter into any negotiations with the Zinkaffs, and 
said that he would either return to Darjeeling, or go 
on to Poonakha. They begged him not to do the 
former, and undertoolr to go forward and make 
arrangements for his reception a t  the latter place* 
They accorclingly took their departure professedly for 
this purpose. 

Mr. Eclen followed them on the morning of the 
21st February, and was met on the road by some 
messengers, who requested him to clefer entering 
Paro that day ; but to halt a few miles from the place, 
as the Penlow was desirous of receiving him with great 
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honour, and required time to make the necessary pre- 
parations. 

The mission accordingly halted for the day, and on 
the 22nd of February went on to Paro, where, far 
from any arrangements having been made for its 
reception, it was kept standing on a sandy plain for 
two hours, with a strong wind blowing, without being 
allowed to pitch its tents-every place that was pro- 
posed as the site of the camp being objected to for 
some such reason as its being sacred to a wood sprite 
or a river demon. After coilsiderable delay some 
officers came out of the fort, and pointed out one of 
the spots that had been previously objected to as that  
on which the illission was to encamp. A few oranges 
and pieces of Thibetian bread were sent as a present 
fi-om the Penlow ; but none of the custoinary friendly 
ceremonials were golie through. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Piiro Authorities send for Cheeboo Lama-The Mission treated 
with Insolence-Mr. Eden's Interview with the Penlow and Ex 
Penlow of Paro-Fort, Town, and Market Place of Paro-Dispute 
with a Police Official-Valley of Paro-Proximity to Thibet-Mon- 
asteries-Paro Annual Festival and Races-The Master of the 
Horse-Departure for Poonakha-Government Messengers meet the 
Mission and endea.vour to stop it-The Ex Deb Raja-The Dokiew 
Lah Pass and its traditionary Mark-Approach to  Poonakha. 

ON the 23d of February the Paro Penlow, accompa- 
nied by his father-in-law, the ex Paro Penlow*, sent 
for Cheeboo Lama, and in the first place threatened 
him for daring to bring Englishmen into the coun- 
try-in the course however of M h e r  conversa- 
tion, he admitted the probability of good resulting 

* This ex-official is  the Paro Penlow referred to in the sketch given 
of the state of the country at the time the mission reached Darjeeling, 
as  the one who had taken up the cause of the Deb Rajah, dethroned by 
the Jungpen of Poonakba for not promoting him to the governorship of 
Augilu Forung. The Paro Penlow again, his stepson, was the son of FL 

previous Penlow of Paro, of whom the ex Penlow in question had been 
chief officer, and whom on his death he succeeded-the succession includ- 
ing also the wife and family; the Pnro Penlow who figurrs above being 
one of the children. This young man, tllrollgh his own father, being 
related to the Jungpen of Augdu Forung and some other influential 
members of Government, his stepfather, when the tide of fortune was 
turning against him during the lato rebellion, hit on the happy expedient 
of saving his position by abdicating in fitvonr of his stepson, in hopes 
that the young man's co~lnexions would prevent Paro being attacked. 
A t  the same time however, he retained all the real power in his own 
hands, while he allowed his stepson to assume the dignity of the office, 
and occupy the State ap:trtments in the fort. 
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from the mission, but that the Government had posi- 
tively prohibited them from allowing it t~ proceed ; 
and that if Mr. Eden would wait a t  Paro, pending a 
reference to Poonakha, which would take only four 
days, the mission would be made comfortable and 
treated with respect. They added that there was no 
object in the mission going on to Poonakha ; as the 
Deb Raja had no authority, and that the Paro Pen- 
low, as Ruler of Western Bhotan, was the proper 
officer to deal with. The latter proposition was not 
entertained, as Mr. Eden states that he " declined to 
open any negotiations with any one but the supreme 
authority, whether real or nominal"-he agreed how- 
ever to remain four days, pending a reference to 
Poonakha. 

Notwithstanding the promise which the Penlows 
had made, that in the event of the mission's remain- 
ing at Paro it would be treated with respect, the 
practice was the contrary. The mission was ordered 
to remain in camp until further orders, and on de- 
clining to do so was treated with insolence. The 
Peldow's soldiers crowded round the camp, stole 
whatever was within their reach, jeered the coolies 
and followers, called them slaves, and drew their 
knives upon them, on their making ally attempt at  
reply. The mission servants were fined for going 
about with tlieir heads covered, and attelnpts were 
made to make Mr. Eden and the higher officers dis- 
mount froin tlieir ponies oil nearing the residence of 
the police officer of the place. The villagers also 
were punishcd who mere detected selling provisions or 
holding any comlnnnication with the camp. As the 
insolence was iucreasiug, and also as the messengers 
the Penlow llt~d yroiilised to send to Pooll&ha, ]lad 
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not even been started, Mr. Eden sent to him to say, 
that he would no longer brook such tre,atment, and 
that  unless he adopted a different course towards him, 
he should either go a t  once to  Poonakha or back to 
Darj eeling. 

This threat proved successful ; the Penlow dig- 
patched the messengers to Poonakha, and had an in- 
terview with Mr. Eden, a t  which he wished to make 
it appear that the unfriendly course which had beell 
pursued was attributable to the ex Penlow-who, he 
stated, having voluntarily abdicated, should not in 
future be allowed to interfere. This euplanatioii Mr. 
Eclen characterises as a mere subterfuge adopted by 
him, to get out of a false position. The annoyances 
however decreased, and in a few days the ex Penlow 
requested Mr. Eden to call and see him, which he did, 
and was received in a friendly manner. After this 
interview he became civil and communicative, and 
gave the mission a good deal of information about the 
present state of Government. He explained that, 
though for the sake of appearances, hostilities had 
been suspended during the visit of the mission to the 
country, he did not recognise the existing Govern- 
ment ; as the ex Deb had been forcibly dethroned, 
and all authority usurped by the Tongso Penlow, in 
whose hands the present Deb and Dhilrma Rajas 
were mere puppets. Also, that  there mas no man 
either of ability or position in the Council, and that all 
the places aboilt the court were being filled by crea- 
tions of the Tongso Penlow. He likewise informer1 Mr. 
Eclen that t.he confidential adviser of the latter was a 
Hinclostanee, who came to Bhotan a,fter the Bengal 
mutiny, bringing with him papers purporting to bear 
the seals of" The King8 of Delhi, Lahore and Nepaol," 
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and that he had proposed to the Bhotan Government 
to  join a general war for the purpose of driving the 
English from India. All this, as will be seen here- 
after, proved to be true. He begged Mr. Eden to bear 
in mind, that, whatever the Government then i11 

power might do, he was not responsible for it, and 
had refused to stop the progress of the mission by 
force-also, that if any violence was attempted to it 
at Poonakha, he would render it assistance. 

Paro Fort, the residence of both the Penlow and the 
ex Penlow, is described as a very striking building, 
far surpassing the expectations which had been formed 
of Bhotanese architecture. '' It is a rectangular 
building surrounding a hollow square, in the centre 
of which is a high tower of some seven stories, sur- 
rounded by a large copper cupola. The outer build- 
ing has five stories, three of which are habitable ; the 
two lower stories being used as granaries and stores 
are lighted wit,h small looplioles, whilst the upper 
stories are lighted with l a ~ g e  windows, opeiling in 
most cases into comfortable verandahs. The en- 
trance to the fort  is oil the east side by a little bridge 
over a narrow ditch ; the gateway is handsonle, a1nd 
the building alone is much higher tlia,n the rest of the 
outer square; it is orna~niented and painted, alld has 
a nlunber of well-executed inscriptions engraved on 
stollc and iron, some of them gilt. At the gateway 
are a row of cages, i11 which are kept four enonnous 
Thibctia,n mastiffs." The gates are lined wit11 iron 
plates, st'~dded with nails, and the tl~resholds also aye 

coverecl with iron. The first thing which catches tlle 
cyc on entering the fort is a large cylinder, about tell 
ftbt't lligh, tl~rneci by a crank, so arranged that 011 each 
l'ot'ation, a bell is nmg. This is used for the me- 

H 
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chanical recitation of holy sentences-praying by ma- 
chinery in fact. The visitor on entering the court is 
surprised to find himself at once on the third story; 
" for the fort is built on a rock which is overlapped by 
the lower stories, and forms the ground base of the 
courtyard and centre towers." Thus shot striking 
anywhere lower than the verandahs, would not find 
its way into the court, but only pass through the 
store-room and be arrested by the rock. After pass- 
ing through a dark passage which turns first to the 
left and then to the right, a large well-paved and 
scrupulously clean courtyard is reached ; the first set 
of rooms on the left is devoted to the relatives of the 
ladies of the palace. Beyond these rooms is a second 
small gateway, and the first set of rooms on the left 
hand were occupied by the ex Penlow. They were 
reached by a steep staircase opening into a long open 
vestibule, in which his followers lounge. This again 
leads into a large hall where his soldiers mess, and in 
which one of his secretaries is always in tvaiting. 
"Below the hall is the Penlow's state room; it is 
somewhat low, but of great size and really very 
striking, for the Bootanese have derived from their 
iilterconrse with Thibet and China in old days very 
consiclerable taste in decoration. The beams are 
richly painted in blue, orange, and gold, the Chinese 
dragon being the most favourite device; the roof is 
supported by a series of carved arches, and all round 
the room and on the arches are suspended bows, 
cluivers, polished iron helmets, swords, matchlocks, 
coats of mail, Chinese lanterns, flags and silk 
scarves consecrated by the Grand Laama of Thibet, 
arranged with the most perfect tast.e." 

The walls of the fort are very thick, and are coin- 
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posed of rubble stone, gradually sloping from the base 
to the top. The garrison consisted, a t  the time Mr. 
Eden visited it, of about two hundred and fifty sol- 
diers, but its strength is nominally four hundred. 

Each village has to send a certain number of men, 
who are bound to serve seven years, and can only 
escape this servitude by purchasing their discharge 
for rupees seventy. In  point of fact, they never wish 
for their discharge, for though they receive no pay, 
they have food and clothing for nothing, and a gen- 
eral license to plunder and extort from the rest of the 
inhabitants of the couatry." These inen are repre- 
sented as having 110 lcnowledge of drill, even of the 
rudest description, and to be but imperfectly ac- 
quainted with the use of their own fire-arms. " They 
are employed in repairing and building the forts, 
embanking rivers, &c., and in this respect their work 
is really very creditable." The fort is approached by 
a handsome bridge, the entrances to which are paved 
with large slabs of stone, and at each end there is a 
large, strongly built stone tower in which a guard 
remains at night under the warder of the bridge. 
"Tlle bridge is very neatly boarcled with deal planks, 
and about fifteen yards is a wooden arch, handsomely 
painted, and covered with the mystic sentence.* These 
arches support a wooden roof." The road from the 
briclge to the fort is pavecl througllont, and about 
half may is a flag beyond which no one is allowed to 
go on horseback ; not even the Penlow himself. Re- 
strictions similar to this, exist, in the viciaity of solne 
of the Imperial and Buddhistic buildings in Peking- 
the limit to equestrians being indicated by large stone 
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slabs, bearing inscriptions usually in the Chinese, 
Manchu, Mongolian and Thibetiali languages. Inside 
the fort there is a monastery, containing about 
seventy monks, who seemed to be treated with little 
respect ; the only use to which the mission saw them 
put, was playing the band at  the Paro annual races. 
They receive food and clothing gratis. Above the 
large fort there are six smaller ones, intended to be 
outposts, but the whole of which command the lower 
and principal fort. 

During the mission's detention at  Paro, a good 
deal of topographical information was picked up 
about the neighbourhood. The town was found to 
be situated within a quarter of a mile of the fort, 
and to consist of about thirty good three-storied 
stone houses ; having a market-place, in the form of 
a large open stony square near the river, where every 
evening between two ancl three hundred people col- 
lected. In  the centre of the square there is a small 
ornamented building, in which a police official sits 
during tfhe market time to prevent fighting. " No 
one," states Mr. Eden, "is allowed to enter the 
market with the head covered or on horseback. We 
had several misunclerstandings with the Darogah 
(police oficid) because we refused to dismount." 
The course here reported as having been adoptecl by 
the mission, affords a very fair illust,rstion of the 
tvny in which troi~hles frequently arise between our- 
selves ancl aemi-civilized nations ; froin the feeling, 
which, it is to be regrett~cl, forms one of the chs- 
racterist'ics of the Englishman abroad, that it is his 
right and mission to cliaregard the pre.jadices, and 
ride rough-shod over the time-honoured custolris of 
Orientals. If it was the established rule of Paro 
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market-place, that  horsemen were not admitted, I am 
aware of no reasonable grounds why it should have 
been deliberately broken through by the gentlemen 
constituting this mission :-if they considered it de- 
rogatory to conform to the market rule, it became 
their duty to put a check on their curiosity, and 
refrain from visiting a place, where an observance was 
demanded, compliance with which was felt to  be 
incompatible with a proper regard for what was due 
to their position, in place of adopting a course which 
might have led to violence being shorn1 them. 

In the vicinity of the market-place there is a 
curious old gateway, the walls and ceilings of which 
are covered with Chinese frescoes, apparently exe- 
cuted many years ago. This gateway stands on a 
road which leads to Phagri, a large commercial town 
in Thibet. It passes up the valley of the Patchoo 
River, and is the road by tvhich Turner's mission 
reached Thibet. It is easy for pack cattle throngh- 
out, and the distance can be done in two days by 
laden coolies. " Paro," observes Mr. Eden, from 
its situation should be one of the largest cities in the 
East; situated in a perfectly level plain, easy of 
access from the low country, surrounded by land 
capable of producing great quantities of wheat and 
rice, only two easy marches by an excellent road from 
one of the chief inarts in Thibet, it ought to be the 
enfrep8t of the trade of Thibet, Tartary, China, and 
India. It sho~dd be fill1 of depots of broad cloth, 
cotton goods, cutlery, rice, corals, tea, spices, kin- 
colen, leather, and miscellaneous articles of Ellropean 
manufacture brought there to be exchanged for rock 
salt, musk, gold dust., borax, ail4 silk, but under its 
~'resellt riders not a Thibetian ever ventures across 
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the frontier, and there is not only no trade, but no 
communication between Thibet and Paro. On the 
Thibet road, about seven miles froin Paro, is the 
fort of Dakya Jung, which is intended to act as a 
defence against invasion from the Thibet side. The 
lower and level portion of the valley is richly culti- 
vated with rice, which is procurable in considerable 
quantities a t  two rupees a inaund ; the higher poi-tioa 
of the valley grows a very fine, full-grained wheat 
and barley. W e  rode on one occasion down the 
valley some ten miles, nearly to where the Patchoo 
joins the Thimpoo or Tchinchoo River, along the bank 
of which is the Buxa Dooar route taken by Pem- 
berton and Turner; the Paro valley is a perfectly 
level plain : to this point, the road was an excellent 
unmade grass ride, along the river banks, with an 
avenue of weeping willows ; both sides of the river 
are well studded with pretty villages, and their un- 
usually prosperous loolr was, we found, attributable 
to the fact that they belonged to the sepoys and 
officials of the fort ; we ascertained that every 
evening the whole garrison of the fort was allowed 
to leave and remain in their homes for the night; 
many of them on a sort of furlough and were per- 
mitted to remain in the villages for months together, 
and &wing harvest and seed time, the men are nearly 
all absent a t  their little farms. There must have 
been some six or seven hundred houses in the valley, 
all of three or four stories. Cattle were numerous, 
and the people seemed, compared with the rest of the 
Bootanese, tolerably ~ontent~ed." The soil in the 
neighbourhood of Paro would seem to be charged 
with iron to a singular extent; as shown by the far& 
that a magnet placed on the ground allywhere in the 
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valley became immediately covered with a kind of 
ferruginous dust, also that on collecting a heap of 
sand and working it with the magnet, " a very large 
per-centage of iron was separated fiom the sand." 
There is an iron mine two days' journey from Paro, 
from which lead in small quantities is stated also to 
be obtained. 

"The tops of the mountain ridges all around Paro 
are dotted with monasteries. On the Eastern range 
is the celebrated monastery of Dongklah ; i t  is said 
to have a number of good frescoes on its walls by 
Thibetian artists. During our stay at Paro, the 
mountain on which it is situated was one mass of 
snow, and we could not therefore visit it. Close to 
Paro, on the western side of the valley is Gorikha; 
the monastery is small, but is much venerated by the 
people. Above this monastery is a large, level, grass 
plateau about 9000 feet high, with a magnificent 
view of the Thibetian snowy range, and immediately 
fronted by the splendid cone-shaped Chumularhi, n 
sacred mountain in Thibet, 23,944 feet high, which 
is visible froin Baugulpore and other statiolls hun- 
dreds of miles away in the plains. The plateau 
under any Government but that of Bootan would 
be used as the summer palace of Paro, and as 
summer quasters for troops ; for though Paro is 
7,741 feet high, higher indeed than any of our 
sana1toria,jt the sun has great power there, notwith- 
standing the strong breeze which blows up the valley 
reglllarl~ from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. On a bleak hill on 
tlle nortli-west of Paro valley is a place of pilgrillmge 

+ 5lr. Edvn is hilrtlly corrrct h r r r  ; bccnliar Srncllnl the cxntonmc~lt 
of Th~r~jcrling is R,G(10 fvct high-Julln Pnhar homc~rrr,  urhcrc t h c  Cull- 
valrsccnt Dcpot is, is nbont 1000 f t ~ t  lower. 
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held in much esteem by the Buddhists, the temple 
and monastery of Tuckshung (the Tiger's Cave). It 
is cut of, and built into the rock, and overhangs a 
fearful precipice. The venerated Goraknath is said 
to have visited the spot, ejected the tigers, and re- 
sided there. Cheeboo Lama, and nearly all the 
Sikhimese were highly delighted at the opportunity 
afforded them of visiting this celebrated place, and 
some of our Sirdars (headmen of coolies) spent all 
their money in the purchase of butter to burn in 
votive lamps. Those with barren wives, who desired 
heirs, anticipated the most beneficial results from 
their pilgrimage to the shrine." 

Towards the close of the mission's stay at Paro, 
the annual festival began ; but Mr. Eden could not 
stay to see more than the races, with which it com- 
menced-" A long string of ponies was brought 
each being ornamented with ribbons and coloured 
streamers, mounted by men with very little clothing 
on except a long coloured scarf hanging from the 
head. In front of the riders was the Tah-pen, or 
Master of the Horse. It is curious that this func- 
tionary who is a high officer of the Court, should 
have a title so precisely similar to one of our own 
Court officials, but Master of the Horse is a literal 
translation of his title (tuk, a horse ; pen, a master). 
On arriving at the starting-post all the riders dis- 
mounted ; sepoys armed with long whips rushed 
amongst the crowd, and cleared a road with great 
brutality and violence. At a given signal the ponies 
were one by one flogged by a number of men with 
whips into a gallop ; the riclers hacl to run holcling on 
by the mane until the pony was well off, and then vault 
up to their seats. Many showed considerable dexterity, 
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vaulting backwards and forwards over the ponies 
whilst at a gallop, lying down full length on the 
ponies' backs. No saddles or pads of any sort were 
used. The ponies were started one after allother, 
and there was no attempt at  testing their speed ; the 
skill of the rider alone was on the trial. After goillg 
a certain distance they halted, and were started again 
in the same manner ; some six different starts must 
have been made before the course was completed. 
At the end of the course the riders were all enter- 
tained at the expease of the Penlow, and they then 
went back to the palace in the same manner. The 
Tall-pen was lifted off and on to his horse on each 
occasion with a great parade, for it is contrary to 
Booteah notions of dignity for a man to mount and 
dismount from his horse hiinself." The old Penlow, 
though the ex one in name, in reality possessed all 
authority, and was very anxious that Mr. Eden 
should reinaiiz and see the festivities to an end-and 
though in the first instance he objected to sketching 
and photography, he offered in the event of Mr. Eden's 
staying, to allow the camera to be brought into the 
palace (fort) and the whole scenes taken from there. 
He also offered to dress himself in armour, and have 
his own lilreness taken. Mr. Eden's anxiety to bring 
his missioil to n conclusion at Poonakha, and get back 
to Bengal before the setting in of the rains preventecl 
his accepting the offer. 

Sixteen dalys having elapsed since the mission 
arrived at Paro, and no communicatioil having been 
received from the Bhotan Government, though such 
conld have been easily sent in two days, Mr. Eden 
informed the Penlow that he must either return to 
Daljeeling or go on without further delay. The Pen- 
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low admitted that the mission had been treated with 
inexcusable neglect, but said that  nothing better 
conld be expected from such a ministry as was then 
in power, '' and that there was no accounting for any- 
thing it did." He, however, recommended Mr. Eden 
to go on ; as he thought if he once got to head- 
quarters all would go well. On Mr. Eden's taking 
leave of the old Penlow before starting, he was veiy 
friendly, and warned him to keep a constant watch 
on the Council, as it was composed of treacherous 
and ignorant men.* 

On the 10th of March the mission left Paro by a 
steep ascent up a fair road winding amongst the de- 
tached outworks of the fort. On reaching the top 
of the pass (11,164 feet) a little snow was found- 
also a fort called the Bieylah Jung, having a garrison 
of a few men. From here, by a gradual descent of 
eight miles down the opposite side, through smooth 
grass and pine forest filled with all sorts of game. 
The mission then came to a village named Pemethong, 
distinguished by a few houses and an empty mo- 
nastery and fort, where it encamped on a fine ope11 
flat, a t  an elevation of 8,499 feet. A good many of 
the inhabitants were Bengallees, apparently from 
Cooch Behar, who had been abducted many years 
before, and retained but confused ideas of the countiy 
from which they had come. 

* This warning was bondJidc ; as i t  camr to light aft,c.rwnrds that, th r  
Paro  Prlilow hael 1~c.rn requretrd to  seize Chrr1,oc) Lnmn, ant1 ornd thr  
r r s t  of the  misoion Ijack. H r  rrfuoetl to  do this, but, wnirl tli:it if the 
G o v ~ r n m e n t  sent him a written order to  prevent tllr nlisoio~l corning on, 
h r  would put i t  in force, bu t  not pmctisr any trc~tc11ci.y. Tllc, Gorc'rll- 
mrn t ,  however, declined to take the  rrspousibility of giving I i in~ tllc 
order. 
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Whilst the mission was encamped a t  this place, 
Governinent messengers-some of whom were t'he 
same as met it a t  Hah Tampien-arrived from Poo- 
nakha, and said they had orders fi-om the Deb Raja, 
to the effect that  the mission was to return a t  once 
with thein to Paro, and after hearing all Mr. Eden 
had to say, if they thought it necessary, higher 
officers would be sent to treat with him. Exact,ly 
the same scene was repeated here as took place on 
the 2nd of February, when the deputation met t'l-~e 
mission shortly after it left Hah Tampien : Mr. Eden 
offering to go back to Dai-jeeling if they would say 
that the Deb declined to receive him, and they on 
the other hand refusing to corninit themselves to any 
such statement, and winding up by telling him that  
if lie would not retuim to Paro, and wait until some 
further course of actmion was decided on, he had better 
tlzeil contiilue his journey to Poonakha. Mr. Eden 
requested them to accompany him to the capital or 
go on in advance and explain what he had said-this 
they positively declined to do-saying they had re- 
ceived orders to go to Par0 and must obey thein.* 

The mission now continued its course towards 
Poonaltha., and shortly after leaving Pemetholig came 
on the Buxa Dooar road, which runs along the valley 
of the Thiinpoo River, so called, after the district of 
that iiaiiie ; the chief town of which is Tassishujung. 

* I t  was aftermnrdr ascertained tha t  thesr men had hrcn instructctl 
to  levy :i fine on thc  I'nro Yrnlow, ns a p u n i s h m ~ n t  for  his having 
allomc~d the mission to cntcr his territory. Showingthnt thong11 thc so- 
callrd Govcrnmc~nt wonltl not tnkc upon itself t l ~ ~  rcsponsi1)ility of openly 
(l1,clining to recoivr thc mission, it nrvcrthcless ~ ~ s t r r n a t i f i ~ l l y  y~unish(*tl 
the loci~1 officcsrs who I1ad allowed thc nlission to progrcss towanls tho 
capital. 
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All the houses in the valley were remarkably good, 
ancl the mission halted at Chalamafee, a large village 
situated where the roads to Poonakha and Tassishu- 
jung meet : the latter place being only two miles off. 

The following day, shortly after starting, the mis- 
sion came to the monastery of Simtoka, where the 
Deb Raja, who had lately been dethroned, was found 
to be residing. Cheeboo Lama requested to be per- 
mitted to call upon him, but he declined seeing 
him, on the grounds that he had no power to assist 
the mission, and that the mere fact of any one con- 
nected with it, holding communication with him, 
might be prejudicial to its interests. 

The party now passed along a narrow valley with 
a pine forest on either side, and gradually ascended 
the Dokiew Lah Pass 10,019 feet elevation; the 
incline to which was so gradual as scarcely to render 
the ascent perceptible. On the top of the pass there 
are the remains of a fort, some obelisks, and a wall 
hearing a sacred inscription. A few yards from the 
highest peak of the pass, there is a small indentation 
which the Bhotanese regard with veneration, as the 
mark of the hoofs of Doopgein Sheptoon's horse, who, 
already mentioned, tradition indicates as one of the 
founders of the Bhotan ecclesiastical dynasty. The 
view from the t,op of the Dokiew Lah Pass is repre- 
sented as very magnificent, the whole of the Poonakha 
valley and vast extent of the snowy range of Thibet 
being seen immediately in front. 

The mission being now within a short march of 
Poonakha, halted just above the village of Telagong, 
a place chiefly inhabited by monks, who were found 
to be living comfortably in substantial houses, many 
of them coloured and ornamented with wood carving. 
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The cultivation round this village consisted of wheat, 
barley, turnips, mustard and chillies, and is described 
as having been really fine. Froin Telalgoiig Poonakha 
is reached by descending a valley, and, after crossing 
a small river, ascending the opposite side for a short 
distance, where there is a nearly level road leading 
to it ; the elevation being about 5,000 feet. The 
country in the neighbourhood is perfectly open, and 
no trees are to be seen near the line of road. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Arrival of Mr. Eden a t  Poonakha -Two Natives taken from under his 
Protection-The Council send for Mr. Eden-Indignities from the 
Xob-Draft Treaty submitted-Interview with the Dliurma and Deb 
Rajas-The Tongso Penlow demands the Assam Dooars-Mr. Eden 
prepares to depart-Terms on which he consents to re-open Nego- 
tiations-Their Progress-The Tongso Penlow's Hindostanee adviser 
-Mr. Eden attends Council with the Treaty and is insulted-He 
endeavours to  leave, but is not allowed until he signs a Document 
assigning over to  Bhotan the Assam Dooars-He is  then treated with 
Civility-Difficulties offered to his leaving-Poonakha Fort - The 
3Iission succeecls in getting away and returaing to Paro, and from 
thence to Dnrjeeling. 

ON the 15th of March the mission reached Poonakha, 
and though Mr. Eden had sent several men to an- 
nounce his approach, and had also written to the Deb 
Raja to say when he would arrive, the only notice 
taken of his communications was a message sent by 
n sepoy, to say that the mission could not approach 
by the ordinary road, but must go down the side of 
the hill and come in by a back way. Mr. Eden pru- 
dently determined to give them no excuse for picking 
a, quarrel and turned off by the route indicated, though 
it was so precipitous that the party had great dif- 
ficulty in making the descent. 

At first no notice whatever was taken of the mission 
or of any one connected with it, except that small quan- 
tities of very inferior rice were sent by the J~ingpen 
of Poonakha, and that a clemand was made by the 



CH. VI. RECEPTION AT POONAKHA. 11 1 

Tongso Penlow for the delivery of two British sub- 
jects, residents of the village of Kishengunge in the 
district of Purneah, who had taken refuge in the 
camp of the mission. One of these men Mr. Eden 
had detained with the sanction of the Paro Penlow, 
and the other was a slave a t  Poonakha, who, meeting 
Mr. Eden's party on the road, and seeing his brother 
employed as a coolie with it, had also joined it. Mr. 
Eden protested against this demand, claiming the 
nlen as British subjects. He was told in reply that 
they should be returned to hiin a t  once, but that  it 
was necessary to make inquiries from them regarding 
the circumstances of their captivity, in order that 
proper measures should be taken for punishing those 
who had seized them. 1\h. Eden allowed them to go 
sway for this purpose, but instead of returning them, 
the Tongso Penlow sent them away from Poonakha 
to be slaves a t  a monasteiy. Mr. Eden made frequent 
demands for their return, and was a t  first inet by 
evasion, but ultimately was plainly told that  they 
would not be given up. 

After the lapse of a day or two the Council sent for 
Cheeboo Lama and abused him in uilineasured terms 
for bringing the mission into the country, accusing 
him also of having plailned it for his own good, and 
telling him that whatever resulted from it would be 
on his head. On the 17th of March they sent for Mr. 
Eden, who went down and was told that t8he Council 
would receive him in a house near the fort. He  had 
to pass tl~rongli a disorderly crowd of sepoys ancl 
servants, who were extremely insolent, and several 
stones and pieces of wood were thrown a t  him aald his 
a,ttendn,nts. On a,l~proaching the house, they were 
told that the Council was not ready, :,lid mere kept 
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standing out on a plain in a strong sun, exposed to 
the ridicule of several hundred persons. The mem- 
bers of the Council who had assembled to meet Mr. 
Eden, were the Tassishujung Jungpen, the Poo- 
nakha ~ ; n ~ ~ e n ,  the Deb Rajah's Dewan, the Deb Zim- 
pen (chief officer), and the Tongso Penlow, who had 
lately appointed himself also Zimpen, or chief officer 
to the Dhurma Rajah. The members of the Council 
who were absent, were the Koom Kulling or Chief 
Kazee (Judge), and the keeper of the Fort of Angdu 
Forung.* 

On the mission being admitted to the presence of 
the council, the Tongso Penlow, though by right only 
an extraordinary member of the Council, occupied the 
seat of honour, took upon himself the office of spokes- 
man, and would not allow any of the other members 
to take any part in the proceedings, or even to con- 
verse with any of the mission. The Council were on 
this occasion civil, though the manner of the Tongso 
Penlow was very supercilious, and no objections were 

* This  officer previously hcltl t h e  office of Jungpen of Poonakha, 
and  is the person referred t o  a t  page 61, a s  having originated t h ~  r r -  
11ellion which took place short,ly 1)tbforc~ the mission visitrtl Bhot.~n, and 
which rcsulted in  the  remov:tl of the> then ruling D r b  Raja, and the 
appointmchnt of a11 insignificant Lama to t h a t  office. To  cffect this, as 

s t a t 1 4  11y thc Pxro  Pt,nlow, the air1 of thc Tong30 Pcnlow had bren 
c a l l ~ t l  in, and on his arrival with ;I largr  force., the sciilr war a t  once 
turned against the  Govrrnmc.nt; 1)ut having clone this, the I'cmlow in- 
ste:ul of returning to  Tong-,so, took u p  his rrsidrncr n t  l~rad-rlunrtrrs, 
and  appoiuttlrl his own crcnturrns and rc~l;~tives to plncc7.q of trust. Through 
h im t 1 1 ~  1,:1mx maq put in nq a purlpet Del) Rnji~li, and 1)y a p p ~ ~ i n t i n ~  
hirusrlf Zirnpen t o  t h ~ .  1)hllrnln Ib:lj:~, hl* pr:i~~ticnlly s~~c i i rcd  all  nr~thority 
i n  hi# own pvrson ; tilt, other mcnll,r,r.; of tl l t~ Council 1,cing p o w r r l l ~ s ~  
i n  his hanrls, and much irrit:ltrd 1jy his rrrnairling : ~ t  Poon:~kha, with 
tlir rxrcption, howcrcr, of t h r  T:,ssi~lll;j~rng J ~ I I I ~ ~ I , ~ ,  who w:is Ili5 

+on-in-law, :~ntl thv Angdu 1;orung Jungpvn, mllu was his chief .SUP- 
portor. 
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rnade to  the mission bringing in their chairs with 
them and sitting down during the interview. None 
of the customary friendly ceremonies however were 
obsemed, the visit being characterised by cold for- 
mality. The Council said, that as the mission did not 
understand Bhoteah, and that as the Council did not 
understand Hindoostanee, the best way of conducting 
negotiations would be by Cheeboo Lama being made 
acquainted with Mr. Eden's views, and that they 
would make him (Cheeboo) sirnilai-ly acquainted wit11 
theirs, and that he should go to them every day, and 
on his return inform Mr. Eden of what had passed 
and take further instructions from him ; it being un- 
derstood that they would receive all he said as co~ning 
direct from the British Envoy, who again was to 
receive all he said as coming from the Council. This 
proposal was readily agreed to by Mr. Eden, and the 
interview ended. 

The draft treaty wajs then sent to them, and the 
18 th and 19th of March passed in discussions between 
Cheeboo Lama and the Tongso Penlow with reference 
t o  its provisions. The other members of the Council 
seemed to take no interest in the matter, and with 
difficulty could be perstladed to listen to the clauses of 
the draft, no objections were raised to any portion of 
the treaty except the eighth and ninth articles relat- 
ing to the aqpointment of an agent at  Poonakha and 
t o  free colnmerciad intercourse between the two coun- 
tries. Some slight hints were thrown out regarding 
the return of the Assaalz Dooars, but on Cheeboo 
Lama pointing out that that, had nothing to do with 
the matter the British Eilvoy had come to  settle, the 
sllbject was not further discussed. 

Mr. Eden at this time remonstrated with regard to 
I 



114 BHOTAN ARTD THE DOOAR WAR. CH. VIr 

the delay which had taken place in appointing a day 
for an  interview with the Deb and Dhurma Rajas. He 
was a t  first told that  there was no necessity for his 
seeing them a t  all. H e  insisted, however, and on 
the 20th of March was told that  these dignitaries 
were waiting to receive him. Mr. Eden and the other 
members of the mission accordingly went, and every 
opportunity was taken of treating them with indig- 
nity. On the occasion of previous missions to Bhotan, 
the Envoys were allowed to sit and were received with 
respect by the Deb and Dhurma Rajas inside the 
palace ; on the occasion in question however the 
mission was taken on to a plain behind the palace, 
and hustled into a tent a few feet square and made of 
thin cotton, the heat being almost unbearable, and 
the tent so pressed upon by the mob outside that i t  
seemed in constant danger of coming down on the top 
of them. After being detained in this tent for about 
half an hour, they were told that the Council wished 
to see them, and they accordingly went to a small 
tent where the Council was seated. The mission had 
been accorded permission to bring their chairs-the 
servants however were forbidden to bring them into 
the tent. Mr. Eden remonstrated, but was told that 
he and his attendants must adapt themselves to the 
habits of the country. The whole interior of the tent 
was occupied by the Council, so the mission had to sit 
outside on mats in the sun. Uiider the impression 
that  their intentions were friendly, and that there was 
a prospect of the treaty being agreed to, Mr. Eden 
avoided raising difficulties, and attributed their con- 
duct to ignorance rather than to an intention to 
insult, and macle excuses to the other officers of the 
mission, who were becoming somewhat intolerant of 
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the treatment to which they were being exposed. 
Mr. Eden was asked for the Governor-General's letters 
to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas, and replied that  he 
would deliver them himself. The Tongso Penlow 
said that this was not usual, and that  he would 
receive them. They were then given to him and he 
placed them on the ground. 

The mission was now told to go to the Deb Raja, 
and was pushed through a crowd to a little canopy in 
which the Deb Raja was sitting. Mr. Eden and the 
others were made to stand outside with ucovered 
heads in the sun, while the Governor-General's letter 
was brought in by a common coolie and put down 
before the Deb Raja, who seemed much frightened 
and did iiot speak. The Toiigso Penlow acted as 
spokesmaa, and informed Mr. Eden, as if from the 
Deb Raja, that he (Tongso Penlow) would conduct 
with the mission the busiiiess for which it had come 
to Poonalcha. The ineinbers of the mission were then 
pushed i-udely on one side to make way for the Deb 
Raja to leave the tent, aiid were then ordered to 
follow him to another little canopy in which the 
Dhu-ma Raja, a boy of about eighteen, was seated. 
The same course was followed here, and Mr. Eden 
informed by the Tongso Penlow that the Dhurma 
Raja also referred the mission to him in Like manner 
as the Deb had done; tliougli in fact the D h u m a  
never opened his lips dllring the interview. The 
mission was then talken back to the little tent into 
which i t  'l-1:~cl hccn first conducted. Mr. Eden com- 
plained of the heat and requested perinissioiz to return 
to his camp, but mas told that the lllission must 
remain wllcre it was until the Conncil had leisure to 
to see i t  again. The Dhnrma and Deb Rajas now 

I 2  
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returned to the palace, and the mission was kept 
waiting for an hour in the tent, during which period 
its members were exposed to the insolence of the 
sepoys in attendance on the Rajahs and the Council, 
who mustered in considerable numbers round the tent 
pushing one another against its sides. On one occa- 
sion they Lifted the sides of the tent up and threw a 
man inside of it. Mr. Eden and his party were quite 
helpless, as an objection had been raised to their 
bringing the escort with them. They protested against 
this conduct to some officials who were near, but with- 
out the slightest effect. 

At the expiry of an hour they were again taken to 
the Council, and it was agreed to go through the draft 
treaty clause by clause. After reading the two fist  
articles having reference respectively to the con- 
tinuance of peace and friendship between Great Bri- 
tain and Bhotan, and that in consideration of the 
latter country using its utmost endeavours to restrain 
depredations, and also to restore British subjects car- 
ried off into captivity, the British Government will 
consent to pay an annual rent for the portion of the 
Dooars known as Arnbaree Fallacottah, 'which it 
would continue to occupy, the Tongso Penlow said 
that a clause must be added to the effect that the 
resumed Assam Dooars should at once be made over 
to Bhotanese officers, and that after this had been 
done all other matters in dispute could be arranged ; 
but that ~mt i l  it was done, there was no use in dis- 
cussing the surrender of captive British s~lhjccts or 
of plundered property, as these were matters of no 
importance and could he settled at any time. Mr. 
Eden was much startled at  this proposal, as well as 
by the overbearing manner which the Tongso Penlow 
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now assumed, and proceeded to explain to the Council 
that it was on account of outrages on British territory 
that the Dooars in question had been resumed many 
years ago, and that other proceedings had since been 
threatened. He distinctly informed the Tongso Pen- 
low that the question of the Assam Dooars was one 
that had been closed for many years ; that his in- 
structions did not permit him even to discuss the 
subject; that he knew nothing of any claims ever 
having been made by the Bhotanese for a resettlement 
of the question ; that the coinpensation agreed upon 
had been regularly paid by the British Government 
and received by that of Bhotan, and that the only 
question connected with the return of land which he 
was empowered to deal with was the attachment of 
Ainbaree Fallacottah. The Toizgso Peizlow then be- 
came violent, and Mr. Eden endeavoured to convince 
him, that even sulq~osing he entered into any nego- 
tiation regarding the Assain Dooars the Governor- 
General would not ratify his elzgagements, and that it 
mould do the Bhotan Governlnent more harm than 
good to press the matter-but that a t  the same time 
if they thought otherwise, he would be the bearer of 
any lkter they wished to address to the Government 
on the subject-at the same time telling them plainly 
that he was qnite certain that these Dooars never 
would, under any circumstances be returned, and that 
it was better to dismiss all consicleratioii of that sub- 
ject from their minds, and take measures to prevent 
the loss of fiurtller lands, which would be a sure con- 
sequence of a, refusal to colnply with the moderate and 
jllst demnnda of the British Government--whilst on 
the otJher hand, conzldia~~ce with these demands would 
be ilnlnecliately followed by the release of the tract 
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(Ambaree Fallacottah) then under attachment. I n  
reply, the Tongso Penlow took up the draft treaty, 
crumpled it up and said, ' Then we will have war; 
you are nobody; you have no authority from the 
Governor-General ; we do not want Ambaree Falla- 
cottah, and as to the demands of the Government of 
India, a Chupprassee (office messenger) might have 
been sent to settle them ; I will have nothing more to 
do with yon ; go !' This was said with great vehe- 
mence in a haughty threatening manner. Mr. Eden, 
addressing himself to the other members of the 
Co~ncil,  said that he had come in spite .of great ob- 
stacles which had been thrown in his way for the sole 
purpose of securing a friendly understanding between 
the two countries ; that he had done all in his power 
to  bring this about, but that he now saw that it was 
useless; that he was in no way to blame for the 
result; that  of course it was optional for them to 
adopt an unfriendly course if they saw fit to do SO, 

and that the consecluences of their so doing rested 
with themselves, and that he should a t  once return 
and report to the Governor-General what had occurred. 
No notice was taken of what he said, and he returned 
to  camp ancl made immediate preparations for leaving, 
it being his opinion as well as that of his officers, that 
after what had occurred i t  was clear that no good 
could result from the mission longer remaining. 

As soon as the Council learned from the spies who 
were always kept in t'he camp of the mission, that Mr. 
Eden mas preparing to depart, messenger after mes- 
senger came to him from them, entreating him to 
remain for one daJy more to enable the inembers to 
explain their views, saying that they deplored what 
had occurred ; that the Tongso Penlotv had no autho- 



cn. VI. COUNCIL REQUEST MR. EDEN TO REMAIN. 119 

rity to speak as he had done ; that  they all approved 
of the draft treaty which had been submitted, and 
that they did not wish for the return of the Assam 
Dooars ; that the Tongso Penlow had appropriated 
the whole of the revenue of these Dooars, and had 
paid nothing in for three years to the Deb and 
Dhurma Rajas; that  he was now endeavouring to  
usurp the whole Government, and that if Mr. Eden 
would only stay he should be resisted and all would 
be settled amicably : adding that his going away 
would end in a disturbance.* 

Mr. Eden consented to remain a day or two and 
hear what they had to say, on the distinct under- 
standing that the Assam Dooars should not again be 
alluded to, and that the Tongso Peiilow should not be 
present a t  any future interview. I n  coming to this 
decision, Mr. Eden was influenced by the knowledge 
of the fact, that most of the Council were really 
opposed to the Tongso Penlow, on account of the 
manner in which he had set their authority aside, 
and had bestowed office on all his relatives and de- 
pendants ; but he was not then aware how entirely 
they were in his power. 

At this stage of the proceedings, with the view of 
obtaining some written acknowledgment from the 
Government that the Asaam Dooars should not again 
be alluded to, and of a,ffording the Council an oppor- 
tunity of publicly and officially expressing their dis- 
sent from the course of policy pursued by the Tongao 

* This  nlluaion t o  t h r  prohnbility of n, disturhanco wns rxplnillrd by 
a mc.rsnRc brougl~ t  to  C h ( ~ ~ , l ~ o o  Lnmn from tho Tongso Pcnlow, to t,ho 
c f i ~ t ,  that if Mr. Etlcn nltc~mpt(~t1 to  withdmw his  mission witllout 
~ ( t t t l i l ~ g  all t l~nt  he (the Pcnlow) wnntrd, hie so cloing would bo pre- 
vrntrd by force. 
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Penlow, Mr. Eden addressed a letter to the Govern- 
ment, stating that the Tongso Penlow had declined to 
enter into any negotiation until the Assam Dooars 
were returned ; that he had no authority to enter into 
any discussion on that subject, and that he should 
therefore return and report what had passed to the 
British Government. No reply to this was received, 
but next day the Tongso Penlow sent to ask what Mr. 
Eden meant by using a red seal,-though he had 
always previously used one without m y  objections 
being raised; adding that it had been agreed that 
there should be no mitten negotiations, but that they 
should be conducted verbally through Cheeboo Lams. 
Relying on the friendly assurances of the Council pre- 
viously received, Mr. Eden took no notice of this 
communication. after this, the Angdu Forung Jung- 
pen arrived, and sending for Cheeboo Lama abused 
him as the others had done for bringing the mission 
into the country, and warned him that he was respon- 
sible for all that might happen in consequence. 

On the 22nd of March, the Council sent to say that 
everything had been settled as Mr. Eden wished, and 
requested him to attend. He consented on the un- 
derstanding that the mission should not be exposed to 
the insults of a mob, and that the Tongso Penlow 
should not be present. The mission however had to 
pass through a disorderly crowd, precisely as on pre- 
vious occasions, ancl a few stones were thrown. The 
two members of the Council who had been hitherto 
absent had returned, mcl were now present. The 
mission had not long been seated with the Council 
when the Tongso Penlow walked in and took his seat 
at  their head. The draft treaty was read, article by 
article, and was agreed to with the exception of the 
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eighth and ninth ones already referred to. They 
would not enter into any argument regarding their 
objections to these articles, but said plainly that it 
was no use discussing the subject ; for that nothing 
could ever make the Deb and Dhurma Rajas agree 
to them, but that if Mr. Eden would consent to aban- 
don these, they would at once agree to the rest of the 
treaty. Mr. Eden, finding that argument was useless, 
as they would not attend to what he was saying, and 
feeling convinced, from what he had seen, that no 
British representative could reside with safety in Bho- 
tan, nor trader be safe, whatever the Bhotanese Gov- 
ernment might promise, consented to the omission of 
the articles in question. The Council then asked him 
to have the treaty copied as soon as possible ; as the 
season was advancing, and it would be difficult for him 
to return, and also because some of the Council had 
journeys to make, which would be attended with diffi- 
culty if deferred a Little later in the season. The in- 
terview terminated without the question of the Assam 
Dooars being mooted. 

after this intei-view, the Tassishujung Jungpen, 
whom at this time Mr. Eden did not know was a son- 
in-law of the Tongso Penlow, sent a message of con- 
gratulation to hiin on the auspicious turn affairs had 
taken, and clainled for himself the credit of having 
prevented the Penlow's alluding any further to the 
Assam Dooars, in consideration thereof asking for a 
present. 

Mr. Eden now undertook to have the treaty trans- 
lated, and four copies of it and of the list of British 
subjects and 1)luiidered property delilanded by the 111- 
dian Governineilt ready within two days. While these 
papers were in course of preparation the Council sent 
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repeatedly to Mr. Eden urging him to use greater 
dispatch, insinuating that he was needlessly delaying 
the business for which he had come ; though the two 
days had not expired. During this period the Hin- 
doostanee to whom reference has been already made 
was continually coming to the camp speaking sedi- 
tiously to the sepoys of Mr. Eden's escort, and making 
them presents of money. His proceedings were duly 
reported to Mr. Eden by the Jemadar of the escort 
from time to time. H e  represented himself to the 
Bhoteahs as being General Nundanum Singh, son of 
Attaram Singh, and grandson of Runjeet Singh, " the 
old one-eyed lion of Lahore." Mr. Eden found out that 
he had been in the habit of procuring arms and am- 
munition in small quantities from a Bengalee named 
Lutchmun Baboo, said to reside within seven days' 
march from Dhalimkote. He was, as the Paro Pen- 
low had previously informed Mr. Eden, the confiden- 
tial adviser of the Tongso Penlow. He  was always 
close to him, and a t  the interviews he took up his PO- 
sition behind Mr. Eden's chair. He  was dressed as 
a Bhotanese, but had regular Hindostanee features. 
H e  was apparently about forty-five or fifty years of 
age, ancl his hair, which was cut quite close, was grey. 
He  was constant in his abuse of the British Govern- 
ment, and Mr. Eden was inclined to view the miscon- 
duct of the Tongso Penlow as being mainly attri- 
butable to his connsels. He went so far as to induce 
him to claim some of Mr. Eden's Seik escort as Bho- 
tanese subjects-this claim, however, was not formally 
preferred. 

On the 24th of March, the treaty and lists being 
d d y  prepared, the mission was directed to attend 
with them a t  the Council, that they might be signed. 
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The tents of the Council were on this occasion brought 
across to the side of the river on which the mission 
camp was pitched. On arriving a t  the place of inter- 
view, the mission was shown into an  empty tent, and 
was detained there an  hour whilst the members of 
Council amused themselves by examining the arms of 
the escort, and joking with the sepoys and crowd. 
Though this conduct did not look very friendly, Mr. 
Eden was unwilling to think the neglect shown him 
was premeditated or intentional, as that morning he 
had been urged to make haste and get the treaty 
ready for signature. At last the members seated 
themselves in the tent, and on the mission entering, 
at  first the conversation was friendly, and tea and rice 
were handed round, but even whilst this apparent 
civility was going on, several things were done which 
the mission found it difficult to bear patiently. The 
treaty was at  length taken up for the purpose of com- 
paring the two copies. After the two first articles 
were read, the Tongso Penlow proposed to add that  
the Assam Dooars should be given up to hiin as 
soon as the treaty was signed, and that the whole 
of the revenues collected from them since the date 
of resumption, calculated a t  three lacs rupees per 
annum, should be paid over to him by the Governor- 
General's Agent in Assain. Mr. Eden was naturally 
astounded ak this proposa.1 after all that had passed 
on the subject, and lookcd towards the Council, 
expecting them to interfere, but with the excep- 
tion of the Angdu Forung Jungpen, they all pre- 
tmded not to know what was passing, and occupied 
tllelnselves in eating pa.wn, and talking in a trivial 
childish manner to the other officers of the mission. 
Mr. Eden called ~13011 tlienl to listen, and said that he 
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now formally repeated once for all what he had already 
said on a previous occasion, to the effect that he had 
no authority to enter into negotiations on the subject, 
and positively refused to discuss it-also that if the 
Tongso Penlow insisted on pressing the matter, he 
would at once withdraw, as he had proposed a few 
days previously, but had foregone his intention on the 
distinct promise that the matter should not again be 
referred to. He pointed out to the Council that their 
conduct in agreeing to a treaty, continually urging 
him to have it copied and signed, and then at the last 
moment rejecting it, was quite incomprehensible, and 
he again explained to them that his powers were con- 
fined to the draft treaty that had been already sub- 
mitted. While Mr. Eden was thus addressing the 
Council, its members were all laughing and talking, 
and not paying the least attention to what he was 
saying. The Tongso Penlow, however, replied that 
they had never agreed to the draft treaty, but had 
only requested a fair copy to be made of it ; that that 
did not bind them, that he had never consented to it and 
would never consent to that or any other treaty until 
the Assam Dooars were returned-also, that Mr. Eden 
had chosen to come there, and that if he had no autho- 
rity to treat on a11 matters, he should not have come at 
all, but having done so, that he could not now be allowed 
to depart without settling the only matter in which 
he (the Penlow) had any interest. The mission was 
now directed to adjourn with the Council to another 
tent pitched in a more public position, and surrounded 
by an immense crowd. After this the tone and man- 
ner of the Tongso Penlow and the Angdu Forung 
Jungpen became every moment more offensive. The 
former took up a large piece of wet dough, rubbed 



ca. VI. TONGS0 PENLOW INSULTS MR. EDEN. 125 

Mr. Eden's face with it, pulled his hair, slapped him 
dn the back, and committed other acts of very great 
insolence. On Mr. Eden showing signs of impatience 
and remonstrating, he smiled, and deprecating anger 
pretended that it was all the familiaritg of friendship, 
much to the amusement of a large assemblage of by- 
standers. He continued urging the surrender of the 
Assam Dooars, saying how wrong Mr. Eden was to 
have come to Bhotan if he had no power to restore 
them. Mr. Eden made no reply, his object now being 
to avail himself of the first opportunity of getting 
away without risking a disturbance. The Allgdu 
Forung Jungpen now surpassed the Tongso Penlow 
in insolence, by taking some pawn leaf, which he had 
chewed, from his mouth, and requesting Dr. Siinpson 
to eat it, throwing it angrily in his face on his re- 
fusing to do so. As matters seemed now becoming 
serious, the members of the mission debated whether 
to withdraw at once or to await a better opportunity. 
The latter course was decided on. Dr. Simyson sat 
perfectly still without wiping the pawn from his face. 
The Angdu Forung Jungpen next seized Cheeboo 
Lama's watch-ribbon from his neck, and with great 
violence wrenched away the watch that been given 
him by the Governor-General, passing it to one of 
the other inembers of Council who secreted it in his 
dress. The Council now observing the mission eo11- 
sulting together and looking for the escort, apparently 
thought they had gone too far. Cheeboo Lama's 
wa'tch was retturned, and Dr. Simpson was requested 
to wipe the stain from his facc, which lie declilled to 
do. Talring ndvanta.ge of this chajnge, Mr. Eden ap- 
pealecl to t'hc Council, reminding thein that on the 
previous occasioii they declared that they did not 
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want the Assam Dooars back, and that they deplored 
the Tongso Penlow's conduct--calling upon them to 
repeat now what they had then told him. Most of 
the members however pretended not to hear, the 
others said that they agreed with the Tongso Penlow. 
Mr. Eden then said that it was clear that no under- 
standing could be come to, as they required him to 
do that  which he had neither power nor authority to 
execute, even if he wished to do it, and that he must 
therefore take leave of them, asking for safe conduct 
back to Da jeeling. The Tongso Penlow called out, 
"I want nothing but the Assam Dooars, and if I 
don't get them, it is better to have war than a treaty; 
I will write to the Governor-General." The mission 
having gradually worked its way outside the tent, got 
back to camp again without further molestation. 

It being too late to leave that night, the mission 
having no supplies, Mr. Eden made up his mind to 
leave next day, if he saw any chance of getting away 
unmolested. The next morning, (March 25th), at  
day-break, Joom Kulling, one of the Council who 
always had been friendly, being opposed to the Tongso 
Penlow, and likely to benefit by the return of Am- 
baree Fallacottah, came out of the fort and sent for 
Cheeboo Lama, saying that he had something of im- 
portance to communicate, but the moment the Lama 
started, Tongso Penlow's sepoys came out and for- 
bacle his holcling any communication with any one 
except the Penlow's son-in-law (the Tassishuijung 
Jungpen) . Joom Kulling, though nominally of higher 
rank than the Penlow, was a t  the game time guarded 
and prevented from co~nmnnicat in~ with the mission. 
He sent a messa,ge to Mr. Eden to say that he was 
anxious to come to him but dared not clo so. It was 
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now clear to  the mission tha t  Tongso Penlow had cast 
aside his mask, and had determined opeilly to  set 
aside the Government altogether. Knowilzg tha t  h e  
had gained his present position by unscrupulous mea- 
sures, the position of the  mission became very un- 
pleasant, especially as the  other members of the 
Council evidently had neither the power nor the  will 
to  protect it. They sent messages, however, entreat- 
ing Mi.  Eden not to  thwart the  Tongso Penlow too 
much ; their friendly messages however being gene- 
rally accompanied by demands for presents. 

Cheeboo Lama was now sent for by the Tassishujung 
Jungpen, and after some conversation with the latter, 
was taken to the Council, where a paper was given to  
him in which it was stated tha t  the Government of 
India should readjust the whole boundary between 
the two countries, return the Assam Dooars, pay com- 
pensation at the rate of three lacs of rupees for each 
year since the resumption, and deliver up all iunaway 
slaves and political offenders who had taken refuge 
within British territory. This paper Cheeboo Lama 
brought to  Mr. Eden, who, taking it to be the letter 
the Tongso Penlow had said he meant to  write to  the  
Governor-General, kept it, and said it would be duly 
delivered, and requested that arrailgeinents might be 
made for f~nnishiiig the mission wit11 supplies and a 
passport, as he wished to return ah once. Cheeboo 
Lama returned to the fort with this message, and 
was abused aaid insulted by the Tongso Penlow, who 
told him to inforin Mr. Eden tlld he inust sign and 
seal the paper. Mr. Eden replied tha t  liis signature 
was of 110 use-that lie would say all that was wished 
to the Governor-General, but could do nothing more. 
At this time Cheeboo Lama told him t l ~ a t  from the 
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manner of the Council he saw no hope of the mission 
ever coming to any sort of amicable settlement ; that 
they were becoming more abusive than ever, and that 
a sharp watch must be kept over their proceedings, 
as they seemed disposed to act with violence. On re- 
ceiving Mr. Eden's second message, the Tongso Pen- 
low threw off all pretence of friendship, told Cheeboo 
Lama that he had brought the mission to the coun- 
try for his own ends, and should suffer for it ; that he 
was now convinced that Mr. Eden was a person of no 
authority or position, and not even of rank equal to 
a servant of the Governor-General's servants ; that 
unless he at once agreed to sign the paper, and give 
an order for the surrender of the Assam Dooars, he 
would seize and imprison both him and Cheeboo 
Lama, and confine them in the stocks in the dungeon 
of the fort--adding that they had come without any 
invitation, and having done so, must take the conse- 
quences-also, that they should now see that they 
could not " sit on the heads " of the Bhotanese. The 
Angdu Forung Jungpen went further, and said in 
Cheeboo Lama's hearing, that as there was sure t o  be 
war, it would be better to commence it by killing all 
those who were then in their hands. 

The mission determined to say nothing more that 
clay, but to consult during the night how it could get 
away with the least risk. Mr. Eden was at  this time 
suffering from fever, bronght on by exposure to the 
sun on the occasion of his visits to the Council tent, 
and this was urged as an excnge for not sending a re- 
ply that clay. The mission, however, was not allowed 
to remain quiet, Cheeboo Lama being a+i,in sent for, 
and Mr. Eden told him to repeat his previous reply 
with reference to his want of authority, and desire at 
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once to return. On hearing this, the Tongso Penlow 
said to the Lama that further discussion was useless- 
that Mr Eden must sign, and that if he again sent to 
say that he had no authority, he should confine him 
till some one came vested with power to make over 
the Assam Dooars. Cheeboo Lama said that he 
would bring Mr. Eden's answer in the morning, and 
he found out through fiiendly Bhotanese that the 
Tongso Penlow and the Angdu Forung Jungpen had 
made up their minds to attempt the seizure of the 
mission, and that it was not a mere idle threat. 

In the evening, Mr. Eden assembled all the mem- 
bers of the mission, including Cheeboo Lama, and 
held a long consultatioiz as to the best course to adopt 
under the circumstances. It being clear that  a 
friendly treaty, even if it had been desirable to enter 
into one after what had occurred, was now out of the 
question, what remained for the mission to determine, 
was how it could best get back to British territory 
with the least embarrassment to the Government. 
The Deb and Dhurina Rajas and the majority of the 
Council were helpless, if even they had been friendly, 
being inere puppets in the hands of "two treacllerous 
am1 notoriously linscrupulous robber chiefs," who had 
virtnadly seized 011 the Government. The missioil 
could not stay where i t  was, for it had no supplies but 
those procured from time to time from the fol-t, and 
sentries were placed all round to prevent communica- 
tion witlli the villagers. The mission decided that one 
of tlzrcc courses only could be adopted-namely, 
pitcher to allow tllc Bllotnnese to retain Mr. Eden and 
Cllccboo I ~ ~ ~ r n n ,  on condition t,hat the rest of the camp 
~ 2 s  a,llowcd to withdraw in sa,fety, or to make an at- 
tempt to cscape by night, or sign the paper as re- 

K 
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quested by the Tongso Penlow. The first proposition 
was rejected on the grounds that if Mr. Eden and 
Cheeboo Lama were detained, the Government would 
have had to sent a force a t  once to release them, 
which, a t  that advanced season of the year, it 
would have been very difficult to have brought into 
the country, in consequence of many of the rivers 
becoming impassable, and the valleys uninhabitable 
from malaria-also, because the moment a force en- 
tered the country the probabilities were that the lives 
of the prisoners would be threatened unless it was 
immediately withdrawn, and the Government conse- 
quently placed in a very difficult position. The second 
proposition, the mission a t  first felt disposed to ac- 
cept, as, with the escort there was some chance of 
evading pursuit and of escaping down the Buxar 
Dooar road to the plains, or of taking refuge with the 
Paro Penlow. On mature consideration, however, 
with 150 coolies to protect, some of them sick and 
scarcely able to stand, it was decided that flight 
should only be resorted to as a last expedient. The 
only course left was to pretend compliance with their 
demands, and though extremely repugnant to the 
feelings of the mission, no other means of avoiding 
the serious difficulty in which it was placed was ap- 
parent. After the repeated assurances given by Mr. 
Eden of his want of authority, and the threats held 
out to him of imprisonment if he attempted to leave, 
he decided that any enga,gement entered into by him 
was not binding on the Indian Government ; moreover, 
he had seen quite enough to convince him that there 
was not a man in the country who had any sort of 
idea of the nature of a treaty, a,nd that the Bhotan 
Government never had had any intention of abiding 
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by any engagement involving the surrender of British 
subjects or property if even a treaty had been 
properly entered into. Taking therefore all the cir- 
cumstances into consideration it was decided that 
Mr. Eden should express his willingness to sign the 
paper that had been submitted to him, but, as it 
seemed probable that even after this, he might be 
detained as a guarantee, it mas decided that if, after 
signing, any further obstacles were thrown in the way 
of the departure of the mission, it should go off by 
night and trust to the Paro Penlow for protection. 

Mr. Eden, however, determined to make one final 
attempt to avoid the distasteful alternative and obtain 
leave to go, so he sent Cheeboo Lama again to say 
that it was no use his signing the engagement pro- 
posed by the Tongso Penlow ; that independently of 
want of authority, the engagemeilt provided for the 
rendition of runaway slaves ; that the British laws 
did not recognize slavery ; that on the contrary we 
considered it a serious crime, and that the Governor- 
General would never listen to such n proposal. It 
being also insisted that the paper should be signed by 
Cheeboo Lama, on the grounds that the engagenlent 
would likewise be binding on Sikini a,nd Coocli Behar, 
Mr. Eden pointed out that Cheeboo Lama had come 
at his request, and not a represcnta;t,ive of Sikim, and 
that his signature was useless, but the Tongso Pelllow 
would not even listcil to \vllat Clleeboo Lama was say- 
ing, a,nd sent hi111 back after grossly abusing him, 
telling hiin to rcinind Mr. Eden of liis previous tlueats, 
and to  rcturn a,t once with liis conscnt to sign. 

Fsrthcr asguinci~t being obviously useless, Mr. 
Eden scnt word to say that lie would sign as they 
laced, and must then return at  oilce to British terri- 

IK 2 
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tory. The Council then said that they wished to have 
a fair copy made of the engagement, and it was given 
to  them for that  purpose, but when what purported to 
be the fair copy was brought to Mr. Eden the follow- 
ing day, he found that it had been entirely changed ; 
that  the condition regarding the payment of the three 
lacs of rupees per annum had been omitted, evidently 
under the conviction that it would show on the face 
of the treaty that  it had been extorted, and an absurd 
paragraph had been aclded, to the effect that if we 
ever encroached on Bhotan, we were to submit to 
be punished by the Bhotanese, Sikimese, and Cooch 
Behar Governments acting together, all slaves were 
to be returned, as well as all Dooars, including that 
of Julpigorie, within the British frontier proper. As 
there was no object in pointing out the difference be- 
tween the original and the copy, Mr. Eden said he 
would sign i t  whenever they chose to fix a day, and 
attempted to obtain permission to do so in his own 
tent, and start a t  once for Darjeeling. This they 
would not agree to, as the presents sent by the 
Governor-General, which Mr. Eden had been unable 
to bring on with him on account of the refusal of the 
local officers to supply coolies, had not arrived, though 
they were expected to arrive that day. It was evi- 
dent they were determined to have the presents, as 
men were sent three or four times a clay to see if they 
had arrived, and a t  length Mr. Eden was accused of 
having appropriated them by an officer sent by the 
Tongso Penlow, who said that the Governor-General's 
letter contained a long list of cloth and other articles 
sent throngh him, and that if he dicl not give them 
up according to that list i t  woulcl not be well. Mr. 
Eden asked who had read the Governor-General's let- 
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ter and was told that  it was in Bengalee, and had 
been read by an interpreter. This Mr. Eden h e w  to 
be false, for the letter was in English, as he had been 
desired to translate it and had purposely avoided do- 
ing so, because, observing how suspicious they were, 
he thought that if a translation was appended in 
Cheeboo Lama's handwriting, they would declare it 
a forgery, and he had no one else with him who could 
write the Bhotaiiese character. Mr. Eden a t  once 
taxed the messengers with this falsehood, but they 
persisted in their demand in a tlweatening imperti- 
nent n~aniier. The same day, however, the presents 
arrived, and the moment the news reached the Coun- 
cil they became clamorous to possess them. Fearing 
that the mission camp would be plundered if the 
presents were withheld, Mr. Eden promised to give 
them up as soon as he received supplies, and that  
proper arrangements were made for his leaving on a 
certain day. It was then agreed that the mission 
should meet the Council on the 27th March, and 
should be allowed to go the following day, supplies 
were also sent. Mr. Eden accordingly distributed the 
presents, keeping back soiiie sinall azticles of jewellery 
which could be easily concealed, and the guns, which 
latter he did not think i t  expedient to give them. In 
malriiig a11 inventory of the presents given to the 
Rajas, the Tongso Peidow entered sollie beautiful 
pearl earrings as "glass orna,nients set in brass," 
and represented all the otlicr articles to be imitation 
or of infcrior ma,nnfacture--at the same time taking 
d l  tho ~nost  vn.luable prescilts off to his om1 house, 
instead of to the Dcb Raja's treasury. 

On t,lie clay appointed, the mission went to the 
Co~mcil, hoping that the engagement would be 
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signed, and that  it would be a t  once allowed to 
leave. This hope was not realised; the Council 
however having now got their own way, behaved 
with much greater civility than on any of the former 
occasions. The members of the mission were allowed 
the use of their chairs, and the usual ceremonies 
were now for the first time observed. No one was 
allowed to press on them or come near them; they 
were received in a house instead of in tents, were 
addressed with courtesy and respect, and exposed to 
no insults. The Hindoostanee was in the verandah 
of the room, and was constantly consulting with the 
Tongso Penlow. 
On the 28th of March the Council professed to be 

engaged in making preparations for the mission 
taking leave of the Deb and Dhurma, Rajas. Some 
of the Council came to  the camp of the mission. 
Mr. Eden was ill a t  the time, and occupying a leaf 
hut. They requested permission to go and sit in his 
tent : this he objected to, from the fear that they 
would steal everything they could lay their hands on. 
af ter  some questions regarding the Kings of Lahore 
and Delhi, their sons, and their power as compared 
with that of the British, questions evidently asked 
with reference to information they had received from 
the Hindostanee, they insisted upon going into Mr. 
Eden's tent, though he was unable to accompany 
them. He therefore had to bring up all the Seiks of 
the escort to watch them and prevent them plun- 
dering.* 

* Mr. Eden afterwards found out at, Para that  these statcsmcn had 
been sent 11y thc Tongso IJenlow to w e  if there w:~s  anything in the  
camp which i t  was wort11 while to  plnnrlcr, as  if so, i t  was his int,(,ntion 
to  orgnnisc a ni;.:~t robbcry. This  was not carried out, the rcport of 
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On the 29th March, Mr. Eden and the other mem- 
bers of the mission were asked to attend and take 
leave of the Deb and Dhurnla Rajas, and to sign 
the agreement. They were received in tents, but the 
people were made to  treat them with respect. The 
mission was first taken to the Council tent, where the 
Tongso Penlow produced three copies of the agree- 
ment ; none of them were signed by any one on the 
part of the Bhotanese Government. The seal of a 
late Dhurma Raja, and one purporting to be that of 
the Deb Raja, had been affixed to one copy but not 
to the others, and this was even not done in the pre- 
sence of the mission. They made Mr. Eden sign and 
seal two copies, and made Cheeboo Lama do the 
same. Mr. Eden put the words " under compulsion " 
on each copy, to prevent the agreement being sent 
down to Assam and made use of before he had time 
to communicate with the Government. The third 
copy was then handed to Mr. Eden and the Tongso 
Penlow asked him to sign it for him. He refused to 
do so, and appealed to the Council to say whether the 
Penlow was entitled to have a copy signed by him 
any more than the other members of the Council 
were. They agreed with Mr. Eden, and the Penlow 
seeing that he conld not obtain this without a fresh 
displlte gave way.* The mission was then taken to  
the tents of the Dhurma. and Deb R+jas, by whom 
its members had white scarfs placed on their necks- 
a compliment which ought to have been paid them 

th(. mcmhcrs of Coi~ncil hcing imfnvol~rnblo; ns the members of the 
mission fortuuntcly had 6( curcd all thcir valuables on seeiug them ap- 
proncllina. 

* Apl)(:ndix C contaills s, translation of the document signed by 
Mr. Eden. 
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on the occasion of their first visit, and the omission 
to do so, showed the intention to behave in an un- 
friendly manner. The mission was then informed 
that the demon Mohakul would be put on the heads 
of all present, and that if anything was then done to 
injure the Bhotanese, that demon would at  once take 
notice of it. A large wooden four-headed demon 
was then carried round, and every one new the tent 
received a knock from it. A letter was then given 
for the Governor-General, three ponies were pre- 
sented, and a few pieces of silk. The mission then 
returned to the Council House, and Mr. Eden said 
that he intended to leave at once. The Tongso Pen- 
low said that there was no occasion for such haste, 
and that he had better wait ; but, on Mr. Eden's re- 
peating that he could not delay longer, he raised no 
further objection and took leave of the mission. 

As soon as Mr. Eden left the Council, the Tongso 
Penlow started off to his own territory, attended by 
a large procession. The Hindoostanee accompanied 
him, dressed in robes of honour, and riding on a 
pony next to the Penlow himself. Immediately on 
the departure of the latter, the mission struck their 
tents, but the moment the coolies started, Bhotanese 
sepoys rushed out and stopped the road, while others 
came up and asked what the mission meant by daring 
to go without orders, and that it could not leave 
until the Angdu Forung Jungpen, who had gone to 
his own fort, had returned, which he would do in the 
course of a few days. Mr. Eden positively refused to 
stay a day longer- the men became very violent, 
and Cheeboo Lama then vol~inteered to go to the 
fort and explain that Mr. Eden was too ill to remain 
in such a hot place, and that if anything happened 
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to him in consequence of the delay they would be 
held responsible. The mission then pushed ~ a s t  
these sepoys, and got up the hill oil to the road, 
so as to be in a better position, whatever might 
happen. At this time one of the Council sent out 
word to the mission to go on and wait for no one, 
and take no notice of any orders sent by his col- 
leagues. Mr. Eden then sent the camp on, telling 
the coolies to remain a few miles down the road for 
the evening, whilst he remained behind with the 
Seik escort, waiting the return of Cheeboo Lama; 
being apprehensive that they might seize him. Just  
as it became dark, the Lama sent to Mr. Eden to 
say that he was safe and that he had better go on. 
He did not, however, arrive in camp until it was late, 
Mr. Eden having become very anxious on his account, 
and not without reason as it turned out, for he had 
been detained and told that he should be kept a pri- 
soner until Mr. Eden retunled. Jooin K d i n g ,  how- 
ever, managed to get him away on pretence of giving 
him some dinner, and then got him outside the fort. 
Jooin Kulling expressed great regret at  the conduct 
of the Tongso Penlow, and considerable apprehension 
with reference to the course the Indian Government 
would adopt on seeing the engagement that Mr. Eden 
had been forced into and on hearing all that had 
pa,ssed. He declared that the Assam Dooars were 
not wanted by any one but the Tongso Pealow, and 
tlhat of late years no one had ever derived any 
benefit from tllc compei~sa~tion paid by the Govern- 
ment of Iiidia annually for that tract. When Chee- 
boo Lama went, to tlie fort he found most of the 
Council exceedingly angry, and there was evidently 
a violent dispute going on ainongst them-some 
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were for detaining the mission, others for letting 
it go*. 

In the middle of the night some officers, with seven 
or eight men, arrived a t  the camp of the mission, 
forbidding it to move farther, until the Angdu 
Forung Jungpen returned. Mr. Eden positively re- 
fused to wait, telling them that by their conduct the 

* The fort of ~ o o n a k h a  and palace of the Dhurma and Deb Rajas is 
described as a much inferior building to  that  of Paro, being, at the 
time of Mr. Eden's visit to its vicinity, i n  a tumble-down condition, 
and having a dirty and mean appearance. It is situated on a sandy 
stony delta formed by the jnnction of the rivers Patchoo and Matchoo, 
and is  built in the form of a rectangle enclosing a court-yard, in the 
centre of which there is  a six-storied tower. On the southern aspect 
of the palace there is  a monastery, containing about 300 Lamas. On 
the west side, raised higher than the other buildings is the residence of 
the Deb Raja, while in the centre tower is tha t  of the Dhurma Raja. 
While Mr. Eden's mission was a t  Poonakha, the east side was occupied 
by the governor of the fort, the members of the Council, and tempora- 
rily by the Tongso Penlow. The palace has two bridge entrances, one 
across the Patchoo and the other across the Mntchoo. These consist of 
broad covered ways open a t  the side and entered by a large gateway 
passing under a towrr. Scarcely a habitation was to be seen in the 
neighbourhood, though there were the remains of some supposed to 
have been clestroyed from time to time in the course of fights to obtain 
possession of the fort. The Court rrsides a t  Poonakha from November 
to the end of April, and at Ta~sishujung, sixteen miles distant, during 
the remainder of the year ; its support having to be defrayed by the 
governor3 respectively of the two places during its pcriod of residence 
with them. Whilst t,hr Court is a1,sent the fort of Poonakha is left in 
charge of a few servants. The valley in which i t  stands is 4,634 feet 
elevation, very level, and produces a good deal of rice. The soil like that 
of Paro is highly ferruginous. Thc comn~unication with the plains it is  
inferrrd must be tolcrabIy level as  the rivers (Patchoo and Matchoo) 
have a hundred miles to flow before reaching there. Both of these rivers 
are swift end deep streams-the M~tchoo  risee from the foot of the 
snowy mountain8 of Ghassa, while the Patchoo has a more easterly 
sourse. After their junction a t  Poonnkha they flow down to the Rer- 
hampooter under the united name of the Patchoo Matchoo or Fathcr 
and Mother River. 
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Bhotanese showed that they attached no importance 
to the engagement entered into that morning, that  
he was determined to go on, and would only be 
stopped by force. They declared that  the Angdu 
Forung Jungpen had something of great importance 
to communicate, and that if the mission would only 
wait for six hours on the road the next day, he would 
come by a cross road and meet it. Mr. Eden agreed 
to this, but next morning sent the camp on with 
instructions to try and get across the pass before 
dark, and waited himself a t  the place appointed with 
the other officers of the mission and a portion of the 
escort. 

About eleven o'clock on the forenoon of the 
30th March, the messenger who had been sent re- 
turned, saying that the Angdu Forung Jungpen was 
furious, and had sent to say that he would not see 
Mr. Eden unless he returned, that lie had gone away 
without his leave, that he would catch hinl before he 
got to Paro, and that he (Mr. Eden) would be re- 
sponsible for the result if he went on. Mr. Eden 
now determined to try his utmost to get out of their 
hands, and gave the order to move forward. The 
Bhotanese officers then declared that they could not 
allow Cheeboo Lama to go, and that they must take 
him back with them. This Mr. Eden positively re- 
fused to allow. They persisted ; but, observing that 
Mr. Eden was determined to use force, they became 
uizsettled in their purpose, and suggested that a 
letter should be written to the Angdu Forung Jung- 
pen, explaining that Mr. Eden should have taken 
leave of him if had been a t  Poonakha, but could not 
await his return ; also, that he had waited for him 
some time on the road, and could not wait any 
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longer. With this letter, and a present of money 
for themselves, they said that they would arrange 
that the mission should reach Paro without any in- 
terference; as they would delay returning and re- 
porting its departure until it had got well on the 
way. The mission now pushed on, and crossing the 
pass before dark, halted on the opposite side. 

During the night a Zinkaff arrived and demanded 
the surrender of Cheeboo Lama. He kept the whole 
camp awake for some hours with his vociferations, 
but became quiet on Mr. Eden threatening to 'have 
him turned out. It then appeared that he was armed 
with a perwannah (order) from one of the Council, 
which, failing all attempts at  intimidation, he was 
under instructions to produce-this perwannah being 
in fact a passport through the valley the mission 
was then entering, which was under this official, and 
Mr. Eden was asked to bear in mind that, whatever 
the other members of Council had done, the sender 
of this passport had treated him in a friendly manner. 
A white scarf was also sent by Joom Kulling, with a 
request that the mission would bear in mind that he 
had never behaved in an unfriendly manner, and that 
he was not on good terms with the Tongso Penlow. 

The mission continued its journey the same night 
by moonlight, and by a forced march reached the 
borcler of the Paro Penlow's territory on the evening 
of the 31st March, and the following morning entered 
Paro. The ex Paro Penlow was friendly and atten- 
tive, listened to a11 that had passed, said that he had 
been very apprehensive regarding the safety of the 
mission, that he had kept a constant watch on the 
proceedings of the Council, and that if violence had 
actually been resorted to, he should have marched 
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over, with all the men a t  his disposal, for the release 
of the mission. Of course it is impossible to  say 
whether this was really his intention or not, but Mr. 
Eden thinks that  it very probably was; because he 
was a far-seeing shrewd old man, had been for rnally 
years the enemy of the Tongso Penlow, and avowedly 
did not recognise the authority of the person who 
was then called Deb Raja a t  Poonakha ; consequeilt 
on his being an adherent of the Deb who had been re- 
cently dethroned. The young Paro Penlow was also 
professedly friendly ; but Mr. Eden represents him as 
a most importunate beggar, who tried to  obtain pos- 
session of everything the mission had, and who, there 
is a fear, had he not been restrained by his stepfather, 
would not have hesitated to  obtain his end by force. 
H e  was moreover, as has been already shown, a rela- 
tion, on his father's side, of the Angdu Forung Jung- 
pen, and it was a source of satisfaction to the inission 
to  know that  he exercised no real authority at Paro. 
Mr. Eden remained there but one day, and made a n  
attempt to  procure the release of some Bengalees 
who claimed British protection. The old Penlow, 
however, friendly as he was in  other respects, would 
not hear of this being done. 

The mission left Paro on the 2nd of April ; ancl, 
just as it was starting, a passport for it ai-rived fro111 
the Comncil at Poonnlcha. After leaving Paro the 
only difficlllty cncoulltered wa,s the re-crossing of the 
Taligonlab PR~SS, where the snow mas still four or five 
feet decl~, said the lower stratum having melted, the 
ponies n'ncl ~nnles  snlilc up to  their girths. So great 
was the diffic~~lt~y in getting them through, t,llat some 
hacl tlo bc left bchiucl ; including two old il~ules that  
thc Paro J'eillow had presented to Mr. Eclen. 
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On the way through the Taigonlah Pass, a mes- 
senger arrived from the Paro Penlow to inform the 
mission that hostilities had recommenced against the 
existing Government, and that an engagement had 
already taken place between the ex Deb and the Tas- 
sishujung Jungpen. At Dhalimkote further news was 
obtained of its progress and of the plan of operations, 
which were stated to be the following-The Jungpen 
of Byagnr, a subordinate of the Tongso Penlow's, was 
to seize on that official's fort (Tongso) during his 
absence, and exclude him from it, while the ministers 
combined with the Paro Penlow to exclude him from 
the Council, and eject his son-in-law from the fort of 
Tassishujung. The Tongso Penlow again was said 
to have a plan of his own, which was to resign the 
Penlowship in favour of his brother, and turn out the 
Deb he had lately appointed, and assume the office 
himself. 

The mission reached Daljeeling in thirteen marches 
from Paro, without meeting with any further mis- 
haps than those which have been mentioned. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Remarks on Mr. Eden's Mission-Question of the Propriety of sending 
it-Darjeeling unsuited as  a Starting-place-Objections to abandon- 
ing the Escort-Also to pushing on in the face of continued Dis- 
couragement - Managenlent of Negotiations a t  Poonakha-Signing 
under Compulsion justified-Measures against Bhotan proposcd By 
Mr. Eden on his Return-Steps adoptrd by the Goveralnent of India 
-A Bhotanese Dispatch addressed to Cheeboo Lama-Note referring 
to  Remark therein--Proclamation annexing the Dooars and a Portion 
of the Hill Territory of Bhotan-Detail of the Force assembled to  
carry i t  out. 

WITH the return of Mr. Eden's mission to  British 
territory our friendly relations with Bhotan ceased, 
and, as might be expected under the circumstances, 
the policy adopted by the Envoy became the subject 
of much controversy, and for the most part of acri- 
monious comment : the British name being alleged 
by some to have suffered a, degradation a t  his hands, 
such as it never previously had been subjected to in 
the East. I11 collating the sketch of British inter- 
course with Bhotsn, which has just been brought to a 
conclusion, my endeavour has been to divest it of a 
polemical character by avoiding, as much as possible, 
the introduction of observetio~ls of my own-holding 
however the opinion that there is much to justify 
that portion of Mr. Eden's proceedings against which 
censure has been chiefly directed ; namely, his allow- 
ing hiinself to be coerced into signing the docuiileilt 
making over to Bhotan British territory. A few 
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remarks on the subject of the mission generally may 
not be out of place. 

With  the resume' given-partly in the body of the 
work, partly in Appendix B-of our diplomatic in- 
tercourse with Bhotan fresh in my recollection, I find 
it difficult to avoid the conclusion that it was a 
mistake ever thinking of sending a mission into the 
country, or entertaining the idea, that in the event of 
its apparent success any treaty obligations entered 
into by the Bhotanese either would or could be re- 
spected ; it seeming to me as if the determination to 
send an Envoy to the Court of Bhotan had been 
arrived a t  without a sufficiently careful study of the 
political state of the country-though data, having 
reference to the chaotic condition of the Government, 
amply sufficient for forming a judgment on, as well 
as considerable local facilities for procuring additional 
information, appear to have been available-also, that 
if our police and military establishments on the fron- 
tier were unequal to the protection of the natives 
under our rule, action and not diplomacy was the 
course which the antecedents of the Bhotanese should 
have indicated as the only one to be adopted in deal- 
ing with them :-a people unruly and semicivilised, 
towards whom our intercourse had been marked for 
many years by a degree of forbearance, which can 
hardly be said to be our custom to extend to Orientals 
generally. 

That Bhotan was not in a state suited either to re- 
ceive or to benefit by a cliplomatic mission, facts have 
been sl~fficiently demonstrative ; and, while therefore, 
the misaion originated in an erroneous conception of 
the power and responsibility of the nominal heads of 
the central Government of the country-erroneous 
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conceptions seem to me, for the most part, to have 
characterbed its progress. The first error, in my 
opinion, committed after the mission had been deter- 
mined on, was the selection of Daljeeling as the 
starting-place, owing to the extremely steep and 
mountainous nature of the country that  had to be 
traversed before reaching Dhalimkote-a mountain 
march in fact extending over nearly seventy miles of 
about as bad road for travelling on, especially with an  
extensive baggage train, as perhaps is to be found in  
the world. Whereas, had Julpigorie, our frontier 
station on the plains, due south of Dhalimkote, and 
only forty miles distant from it, been made the start- 
ing-point from British territory, the whole of the 
transport of the mission might have been conveyed on 
pack animals over thirty-two miles of perfectly level 
country, intersected by a few narrow and shallow 
streams admitting of being easily crossed, to the foot 
of the hills, and from thence by a very gradual ascent 
and moderately good pathway, to the valley of Am- 
biok immediately underneath tlhe fort of Dhalimkote. 
The mission once e~t~ablished a t  this place, and with 
easy comm~uiication with its base of operations, would 
halve been more fnvoura,bly sitnaked in reference to  
procuring the necessary transl)ort, and preserving its 
entirety than was the case, arriving as it did from 
DaIrjeeling with coolies over-loa,ded, worn-out, dis- 
contented, and ~ndea~vouring to esca,l?e. This arrange- 
ment!, as already mcntionecl, was made under the sup- 
positlion tlha,t the mission would be able st Da,ljeeling 
to get the necessary means of trans1xx-t for t,he whole 
jomney, and tlhns be so far independent of the Bhotan 
Government. Tha't this however would be an easy 
matter a t  Daljeeling, where labour of the nature in 
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question is both scarce and valuable, must have been 
a conclusion arrived a t  somewhat hurriedly, and with- 
out due calculation of the difficulties likely to be 
encountered in getting several hundred men to enter 
a country they view with disfavour, and isolate them- 
selves from their homes and their families for an 
indeh i te  period, especially from a place where em- 
ployment more congenial to their tastes than that 
required by the mission, was both easily procured 
and well remunerated. I have a strong suspicion, 
that, if the facts connected with the manner in which 
the coolies were collected a t  Darjeeling, through whose 
aid the mission was originally able to start, were 
known-it would be found that a degree of coercion, 
bearing a close approximation to temporary slavery, 
had to be employed before the mission baggage was 
got to the banks of the Teesta-else why should the 
coolies have commenced to run away in considerable 
numbers before even they had quitted British ter- 
ritory ? The starting from Julpigorie for Dhalimkote 
need not have interfered with the procuring from Dar- 
jeeling of such coolie transport as might have been 
voluntarily available, and thus the disorganisation of 
the mission train, which commenced from its very 
starting, would probably have been averted. 

Mr. Eden appears in some measure to have foreseen 
the troubles in store for the mission, and at  one time 
to have doubts about the expediency of going on ; 
inasmuch as, i t  will be remembered he placed the 
state of matters before the Indian Government in the 
end of November at  Darjeeling, and in reply was told 
that the political state of Bhotan a t  the time did not 
appear to the Governor-General (Sir William Dennison 
officiating), to contra-indicate the advance of the mis- 
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sion, leaving him, consequently, no option but to go 
on. At Dhalimkote again in January, he made a 
second representation of his position, and of the dif- 
ficulties which surrounded him, and was told that the 
Governor-General (Sir John Lawrence), " did not think 
the state of affairs unfavourable to a successful issue " 
of the mission. Here again but little option was left 
Mr. Eden, but to make the best of the means a t  his dis- 
posal, and prosecute his journey onwards, even at the 
sacrifice he had to make of half his escort and a portion 
of his baggage. On reaching Sipchoo however, and 
finding that he had no means of replacing the large 
number of coolies who there left him, it appears to 
me that in place of abandoning nearly all his escort 
and baggage, he ought to have made a third reference 
to the Government of India before talriiig that  step ; 
seeing that from want of transport it had become im- 
possible for him to give effect to what the Goverilment 
had decided was essentially necessary should be the 
characteristic of the mission on its coming in contact 
with the Bhotanese authorities ; namely-" that the 
mission should be organised on a scale calculated to 
irnpress the Court with the importance which the 
British Government attaclles to the establishment of 
clear and decisive relations with the Goverllmellt of 
Bootan, and the adoption of some means whereby the 
present unsatlisfactory state of affairs 011 the frontier 
may be put a stop to, and the inutna,l rendition of per- 
sons charged with the coininission of heinous crimes 
may be securecl." * Hence i t  was that Mr. Eden's 
mission was organised on so large a scale, and with a 
military escort so much in excess of what previous 

* Commnnicnt,iol~ froin thc LimitcnnntI-Go\rcrllor of Bellgal to the 
Crorcrnlncnt of India,  dntcd 11th Octobcr, 18G2. 

L 2 
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diplomatic experience of the country had shown to be 
actually necessary. The opinion expressed by the 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, and acted on by the 
Supreme Government of India, would seem to have 
been fully endorsed by Sir John Lawrence, whose 
responsibility as Governor-General commenced on the 
12th January 1864; as he states in a dispatch to the 
Secretary of State for India, dated 1st June 1864, 
having reference to the failure of the mission, " with 
such a people as the Bhootanese, if an envoy were to 
go a t  all into the country, he should have moved 
with such a force as to have commanded respectv- 
an expression of opinion unequivocally conveying dis- 
approval of the manner in which the escort was 
wholesale abandoned, and rendering it the more 
likely that had a third reference been made, autho- 
rity to proceed would have been withheld, and either 
the withdrawal of the mission from the country 
ordered, or its halt a t  Sipchoo until such time as it 
could move under circumstances more commanding, 
and better calculated to give effect to the object in 
view. 

From the period of the mission's leaving Sipchoo 
until its arrival a t  Poonakha, Mr. Eden's policy 
appears to me tr, have been somewhat headstrong 
and not over consistent : his narrative containing re- 
peated expressions of readiness to go back if only 
sure that he was not to be welcome a t  hed-qnarters, 
and yet, notwithstanding constant proof that such was 
the case, steadily pushing on in the face of the great- 
est physical obstacles, and a t  times when due con- 
sideration for the condition of his means of transport, 
ought to have indicated rest as most desirable. In 
fact, the idea of making a treaty would seem to have 
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become a sort of i gn is  fatuus alluring him on to Poo- 
nakha, though from a very early period it must or 
ought to have been evident to him-who, from his 
local position, was so much better able to judge of 
the matter than any one conllected with the Govern- 
vernment of India-that no possible good could come 
from any negotiations entered into under such a con- 
dition of misrule as Bhotan was then labouring under. 
It would have been well then, if the moral courage 
which Mr. Eden displayed a t  Poonakha in extricating 
himself fiom the trap into which the moral ' Jack 0' 
lantern' had led him, had been exercised a t  an  
earlier period after leaving Dhalimkote-if only to 
the extent of halting and communicating with Cal- 
cutta-the probable result of such a reference, may 
be inferred from the following extract from a letter 
addressed to Mr. Eden by the Government of India 
dated 13th July 1864-" His Excelleilcy in Council 
is of ol~inion that it would have been well had you 
given up your mission, particularly after your arrival 
a t  Paro. It was clear a t  the outset that the Bhootanese 
had no intention of receiving you. They did much 
to deter you froin marching foiward, allnost from the 
very first, and the beha'viour of even the Paro Pillo 
(Penlow), was auytlxing but eaconra,ging and friendly. 
But, halving once det,erniined to press on and reach 
the capitlnll of Bhootan, your condnct was as resolute, 
and digaified as under the trying circnmstances in 
which you were placed i t  probably could be ; and in 
regn'rd to t1he proposecl treaty, tlxough it would under 
the circli~nstnnces 1mve been more judicious to have 
had no allusion to Articles VIII. and IX.,* his Ex- 

* The R I ~ ~ C ~ C R  rcli~l. ing t,o t,llc rrsidence of H, I3'itish Envoy at the 
R C R ~  of gov(>rn~ll(*ll t  ill U l ~ o t a ~ l ,  and to frcc t r adc  and com~nerc ia l  inter- 
course bctwecn tlic colintricrr. 
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cellency in Council does not think that in any case 
your treatment would have been different." While 
thus judging after the fact, and freely commenting 
on the course adopted by Mr. Eden in pushing on to 
Poonakha, it is but fair to recollect that the primary 
responsibility of the untoward advance into Bhotan 
rests not with Mr. Eden, but with the supreme Go- 
vernment a t  Calcutta: the reply to two represen- 
tations of the difficulties attending the progress and 
prospects of the mission having been instructions to 
go on. Mr. Eden's position, therefore, it must be 
admitted, became one of undoubted difficulty and 
embarrassment, and certainly not favowable to inde- 
pendent action based on clear views of circumstances 
as a t  the time existing. 

With reference to the career of the mission at  
Poonakha, it appears to me that after the manner in 
which Mr. Eden was treated immediately after his 
arrival a t  that place, by having two British subjects 
removed from his camp by subterfuge, and their 
return refused by the Tongso Penlow, he was wrong 
in opening negotiations as he did, in place of giving 
the Bhotanese Government t,he alternative of surren- 
dering them, or of abiding by the consequences of the 
mission a t  once departing, consequent on an act of 
unfrienclship. Convinced as Mr. Eden must have been 
long before he reached Poonakha, that the Tongso 
Penlow was in reality the Government for the time 
being, what possible good coldd be expected from 
entering into negotiations-one of the chief objects 
to be attained by which being the giving up of all 
British subjects held in bondage by the Bhotanese, 
when they were thus openly taken from under the 
protection of the British Envoy himself, and their 
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surrender openly refused ? A second error, I think, 
was committed by Mr. Eden in not adhering to the 
resolve he made on consenting to defer his departure 
after the second interview with the Council ; namely, 
that the Tongso Penlow was not to be present on any 
future occasion of his meeting the Council. This was 
the proviso on which negotiations were resumed, and 
yet at  the very next interview it was set a t  naught ; 
the Tongso Penlow not only being present, but the 
Presidency of the Council assumed by him, appa- 
rently without remonstrance by Mr. Eden, who con- 
tinued discussing the terms of the treaty, i11 place 
of insisting on the resolution he had made being 
adhered to-had this been done, it is probable that  
the insulting consequences which followed would have 
been avoided, and likewise also the Dooar war ; as it 
is by no means unlikely that the Tongso Penlow, from 
finding the British Envoy thus pliant on one point 
that he had apparently determined to resist, may have 
conceived the idea of making him equally pliant on 
other matters, regarding which, he was desirous that  
his acquiescence-willing or unwilling-should be 
obtained. 

With reference to that portion of Mr. Eden's pro- 
ceedings upon which public censure has inore severely 
fallen ; namely, his purchasing the safe retreat of his 
mission by conforming to terms incompatible with 
the nartionnl honour, the course pursued by him ad- 
mits not only of the fullest justification, but calls for 
commendation, ~hara~cterised as it was by a praise- 
~voPt,hy alnxietly to safely withdraw from a positioil 
of questionable security those entrusted to his charge 
-disrepis~1less as to whether the means by which it 
wa,s effected inight or lnjglit not be fatal to his own 
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official reputation. Mr. Eden sufficiently warned the 
Tongso Penlow of the worthlessness of the document 
he was exacting, and there can be no reasonable 
doubt, that the course Mr. Eden adapted was in ac- 
cordance with both the dictates of common sense 
and discretion, and at  the same time the one least 
calculated to embarrass his Government. With such 
a people as the Bhotanese, and especially with such 
a representative Government as that presided over 
by the Tongso Penlow and his ministers, utterly un- 
acquainted with international intercourse and diplo- 
matic obligation, it would seem to have been a matter 
of very little consequence what means were resorted 
to, provided they were successful, for the purpose of 
getting a number of British subjects out of a doubt- 
ful position, that it is clear they ought never to have 
been placed in. However much the soundness of 
the judgment which dictated the pushing on from 
Sipchoo, or the manner in which it was done may be 
open to question, there can be no doubt about the 
energy and courage which were displayed in carrying 
it out, and in surmounting the many difficulties, 
physical and moral, which had to be encountered after 
leaving that place, and in bringing these remarks to 
a conclusion, I cannot do so more appositely than 
by quoting the following observations, having refe- 
rence to the signing under compulsion, from an 
article which appeared in the Calcutta Review, on 
Mr. Eden's mission, shortly after its return. " The 
treaty was signed, with the words 'under compul- 
sion' attached to the signature, and it is needless to 
point out that a treaty obtained in such circum- 
stances, signed by an envoy having no authority to 
agree to such terms, and unratified by the Govern- 
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ment, is no more than waste paper. . . . . The Indian 
Government, therefore, are in no way embarrassed 
by their envoy having had to  sign such a treaty, and 
on the other hand they have learnt what is the real 
nature of the Bhootan Government, and how utterly 
futile it is to attempt to treat with them, according 
to the forms used amongst civilised nations, or t o  
suppose that any treaty which they may enter into 
will bind them. By the course which Mr. Eden 
adopted, agreeing, that  is to say, to sign the treaty, 
and signing it under compulsion, he has succeeded 
in obtaining the two objects, which we have pointed 
out, the circumstances of the mission rendered of 
paramount importance. He succeeded in bringing 
back his whole party safely to Daljeeling, and the  
Government are now in all respects in an infinitely 
better position for dealing with the Bhootan Govern- 
ment than they were before. They know that  the 
Bhootan Goverilment are responsible for, and cog- 
nisant of, the contiilually recurring aggressions on 
our territory, and the captivity of our subjects; they 
know that to expect redress or coinpensation from 
such a Government is futile, that they despise our 
forbearance, and regard our leniency as weakness, 
that our rights must be maintained by force and not 
by threats, and that anything like friendly intercourse 
with the disintegrated concourse of robbers that forms 
the Goverizment of Bliootttn is utterly out of the 
question. To Mr. Eden, of all men, such a proceed- 
ing as signing a treaty the provisioils of which would 
be disgraceful, were they not so utterly absurd, must 
have been most repulsive. It is repugnant to the 
ordinary instinct of British courage to do anfilling 
under compulsion, and a thousand times over must 
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it be repugnant, when the compulsion is applied by 
a set of contemptible barbarians, and the thing to 
be done is per se in any way discreditable. That 
Mr. Eden did nevertheless keep this natural feeling 
of repugnance, and his regard for his own personal 
reputation (for he must have foreseen the kind of 
criticism to which he would be exposed), subordinate 
to  his duty to his Government, and to his care for 
the other members of the mission ; that he preferred 
to  act according to the dictates of prudence and 
sagacity, rather than those of pride and passion, en- 
titles him, we consider, to  our highest respect, and 
to the gratitude and support of Government. He 
avoided rashness in a position where instinct and 
temper and habits of thought must all have prompted 
him to act rashly, because he saw that a single rash 
step would be fatal, not only to himself, but to those 
who were under his guidance ; and in his signing 
the treaty when he did, no less than in advancing in 
the first instance in the face of all the obstacles 
which the cunning of a barbarian Government had 
placecl in his way, we consider that he displayed the 
truest and highest species of courage, in that he 
manfillly did his duty by the Government which had 
employeel him, regardless alike of personal danger 
ancl personal reputation." If not to the full extent, 
wit'h the general tenor a t  least, of these remarks, I 
think most people who take a moclerate and unpreju- 
diced view of the affair will be inclined to concur. 
Others no clonbt will dissent, and hold to the opinion 
that has been pretty freely expressed ; to the effect 
that  Mr. Eden should have haea,rclecl any atmount of 
physical inconvenience rather than have appended 
his signature to a document containing terms which 
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were discreditable. Had Mr. Eden 0111~ had himself 
to think of, the probabilities are, that  an  instinctive 
sense of national honour and pride would have indi- 
cated that as the course for him to follow, but with 
the interest of between two and three hundred people 
in a measure depending upon him, the moral courage 
he displayed in adopting the course be did, entitles 
him to the fullest measure of praise. 

On the 21st of April, immediately after his return 
to Darjeeling, Mr. Eden addressed a communication 
to the Government, confined chiefly to a detailed 
narrative of events a t  Poonalcha, and the substance 
of which document has been placed before the reader 
in the preceding chapter. This communication was 
followed by a lengthy memoranduln dated the 7th of 
May, containing Mr. Eden's views with reference to 
the adoption of the means best calculated to secure 
the frontier from further Bhotanese aggression. The 
following was the choice of measures he proposed- 

" 1st. The permanent occupation of the whole coun- 
try 

" 2nd. The temporary occupation of the country, 
to be followed by the withdrawal of the occupying 
force after destroying all the forts and letting the 
people see and feel our power to rcacli them a t  any 
future time. 

" 3rd. The permanent annexation of that tract a t  
the foot of the hills called the Dooars and Jelpesh, 
which formerly and natura,lly belonged to Bengal, 
but which was partly wrested from the Mahomedaa 
Rulers of Beng~d, and partly ceded by us a t  the end 
of last century." 

I n  the event of the latter proposition being adopted, 
Mr. Eden pointed out that on the lowest range of the 
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Bhotan Hills, a t  elevations from 2,000 to 3,500 feet 
above the Dooars, there existed a regular series of 
small forts in which the Bhotanese officers resided 
who had charge over the Dooars, and that it would 
be necessary to take possession of them and occupy 
them ; incorporate the hill territory, in fact, in which 
they are, with the Dooars, and make it the frontier. 
H e  also strongly recommended the annexation of the 
portion of Bhotan between Darjeeling and Dhalim- 
kote ; on the grounds that  if this mountain tract re- 
mained in the hands of the Bhotanese after the occupa- 
tion of the Dooars, the Sikim and Darjeeling frontiers 
would be constantly exposed to raids. 

The Government of India, however, was inclined 
to act more leniently towards the Bhotanese, and in 
the first instance i t  was determined only to per- 
manently annex Ambaree Fallacottah, and withhold 
for the future the annual compensation for the Assam 
Dooars-these measures being as a punishment for 
the insult offered the British Envoy. At the same 
time, however, a demand was made to the Bhotan 
Government, requiring the surrender of all British 
and Cooch Behar subjects held in captivity, failing 
which, the annexation of the Bengal Dooars was 
determined on, as well as the adjoining hill territory 
proposed by Mr. Eden. A certain time was given the 
Bhotanese to comply with this demand, they failed 
to do so, and preparations were immediately made 
for giving effect to the measures just mentioned; 
which necessitatecl the advance of the British frontier 
for a clepth varying from twenty to forty miles, 
throughout a length of one hundred and eighty 
miles-the most western position in the hills to be 
occupied being Dhalimkote and the most eastern one 
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Dewangiri-the intermediate ones from west to east 
being Chamoorchee, Balla, Buxa (Passakha) and 
Bishensing ; the level ground a t  the foot of this line 
of hill posts being the eleven Bengal Dooars, and 
five out of the seven Assam ones, namely those in 
the Karnroop District, situated between the Monass 
and the Bor Rivers. 

For the annexation of this territory a force in 
round numbers amounting to 10,000 men was col- 
lected on the Bengal, Cooch Behar and Assam froiz- 
tiers, and divided into four columns ; so as to advance 
from four different points and act independently. 

The Bhotan Goverilment hearing that preparations 
for hostilities were in course of being made, addressed 
a letter to Cheeboo Lama, through the ~ u n k p e n  of 
Dhaliinkote, a curious production of which the follow- 
ing is a translation-'' The British say you were 
interpreter to the mission, we do not know what you 
said and Eden did not h o w  what we said, but you 
know whether the treaty was not agreed to. We 
used no force, if we had, it should have been inen- 
tioned at the time, and you should not have a,fter- 
wards allowed Eden on his return to deceive the 
Govei-nor-General and lead hiin to write to the 
Dhurina Raja that we had used violence. Our 
Bhota4n cllstoin is this, that an answer once given 
is given, and a bargaJn made is made, so we did not 
tell the Deb Raja of this. If the treaty made last year 
is not allowed, if another right dealing person will 
come, or if a representa,t,ive is wanted from hence, 
write SO, tlierefore we have sent this order to you, 
but if an n,t,ta,ck made upon us is right or wrong, re- 
collect that you are responsible as the go-between. 
We cannot malce restitutioil of anytl~ing now. The 
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low country is unhealthy also, and an envoy could 
not be sent ; when the sickness is less send for one. 
The case as regards robbery and theft is as follows : 
In the Cooch Behar territory and ours, the faults are 
equal-besides the English Government has taken 
seven Talooks of the Dangsi Terai (the Assam Dooars), 
and the rent of Ambaree Fallacottah has been with- 
held for some years. These are causes for our declar- 
ing war, instead of which the British Government 
are doing it. Make them do right. If  we can with- 
stand them we will, if not we will remain passive. 
Now you are the originator of confusion, you are a 
Sikimese and we shall have something to say to you ; 
remember this and say it to the English Authorities. 
Well, if there is no confusion between the British 
and the Dhurma Raja, there will be nothing to say 
between us. If you do make mischief it will not 
harm us. Having considered all this, send your 
answer through the Jungpen of Dhalimkote." Many 
no doubt will recognise the resemblance in tone which 
this communication bears to documents which have 
at times emanated from the Chinese, under circum- 
stances somewhat analogous. The remark about 
faults being equal on both sides as regards aggres- 
sions against property, has very likely a fair amount 
of truth in it-at least such is my opinion, inasmuch 
as in compiling the narrative (contaJned chiefly in 
Appendix B) of the train of events which gradually 
brought matters to a climax, I formed the convic- 
tion that in the official sources from which my in- 
formation was obtained, but one side of the case was 
prominently shown, and that as ' every medal has its 
reverse,' so, in all probability, had the Bhotanese a 
story of complaint also. Several occurrences which 
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are casually alluded to in the documents referring to 
our troubles with Bhotan, tend to favour the impres- 
sion that a series of raids and counter-raids have 
been going on for many years-the state of matters, 
in fact, on the north-eastern frontier, having been 
somewhat similar to that which was for so long cha- 
racteristic of the English and Scotch borders.* 

* Notwithstanding all that  has been written against the Bhotanese, 
some grounds exist for entertaining the belief that  a t  one time they were 
not so bad as i t  has become the custoln of late to represeilt them, as  well 
also as to give rise to a suspicion thnt defects of government on our part, 
on the frontier may have had something to do with thc insecurity to  pro- 
perty and pepson which seems to have existed there for such a length 
of time. A correspoiident of the " Calcutta Englishman " newspaper, 
writing from Darjeeling in the end of September 1864, in the course of 
some remarks expressive of the local opinion tha t  mismanagement had 
brought about the necessity for military operations, stated-" I n  former 
years when the Bhooteahs were on friendly terms witli our Government, 
they brought their ponies, musk, wax, dogs, &c. to Rungpore. Our 
Government to encouragc the trade, prol-idcd suitable accommodation 
for these traders. Before however the Bhooteahs could bring their 
goods into our territory, they had to apply for a pass and Chuprassies 
(office messengers) were scnt to accoinpany them. This they looked 
upon as degrading, let alone exprnsivr, and once took the following 
humorous revenge. The then judge of Rm~gporr,  Mr. N. Smith, and 
Dr. Morton simultaneously made n visit to Bhootnn. Thp Doctor, a 
great favourite witli the Blioote~l~s,  went, on invitation ; the judge under 
the idea thnt his position gave Ilim free entry into a country, wliose ill- 
habitants, however, had not the samc pririlcge of enteriag o~ws, wellt 
in without any notire to the Bhootan Government8. The Doctor went, off 
with his guides into the interior. The judge and his party pitched 
their tents in the nhootiin territory and went out shooting. 0110 morn- 
ing the I3l~ootcalis canic down during thc Judge's absence, and fil~ishcd 
his l)reakfast, leaving t h ~ i r  rcsprcts and a message for the Jadgr,  flay- 
ing that they found his cookery very good, thnt they would come down 

d;~ily nnd partake of his meals. It was true thry said, they werc not 
i11vitc.d by his JIonorir the ji~tlgc, n ~ ~ i t h e r  wns the Jutlgc illritrd by them 
to come into thoir district. Tbis summary style of procc~eding ,not 
8uiting the Judge's views, tllc trnts werc immrdintcly atruck, and he 
nnd his p:~rty lcft nhootan. On thc~ir arrival a t  Itungpore, ' the gross 
indignities1 they had sufferccl from the Bhootcnhu was made a very 
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Early in November 1864, the military preparations 
for the annexation of the Bengal Dooars and capture 
of the forts in the lower range of hills being com- 
pleted, the following proclamation was issued by the 
Governor-General as the preliminary to the com- 
mencement of hostilities. 

" Fort William, the 12th November 1864. Pro- 
clamation. For many years past outrages have been 
committed by subjects of the Bootm Government 
within British Territory, and the territories of the 
Rajahs of Sikhim and Cooch Behar. In  these out- 
rages property has been plundered and destroyed, 
lives have been taken, and many innocent persons 
have been carried into and are still held in captivity. 

" The British Government, ever sincerely desirous 
of maintaining friendly relations with neighbowing 

srnsntional story, by the additional information that  poor Dr. Morton 
was cut 05 A few weeks after, one fine morning, the Doctor was secn 
cnntering into the station on his little pony 'G~ngrr, '  looking as 
jovial and unconcernecl as possible.-'Hal10 Morton, we thought you 
had b ~ v n  killed, as the Judge's party was attacked.' ' Killed,' said 
he, ' well, so I have been almost, but i t  was with kindness ; the more 
I grew in favour the greasier grew the bill of farr, and I should have 
been stnffrcl to drath hacl I not, managed to get away.' Whrn, how- 
ever, Lord William Rrntinck visited Dinagcpore and Rungpore, for the 
sakr of economy he gave orde3rs that  no further allowancr should be 
given to t h ~  hradmcn, and left the traders to find accommorlation whcre 
and how they befit could. The trade betwesn Bhoo t~n  and Rungpore 
gradually fell off, and finally ceased altogether. Then Dr. Campbell, 
the superintendent of Darjernling, estn1,lished the T~ ta lya  fair, which 
was a great success while undrr his control. Titalya, howerer, was 
subq~quently inclucled within the Rungpore district, the fair then gradu- 
ally languished, and is now one in name only." That  thereis re:lson for 
believing that the Bengalee subjects of the Bhotan Governm~nt-in 
othrr words, the inhabitants of the Bengal Doonrn h a w  had well-fonndcd 
grolmds of comp1:~int with reference to  aggression^ from within the 
British and Cooch Behar frontiers will be shown a t  a future page. 
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states, and especially lniildful of the oblig~~tioas im- 
posed on it by the treaty of 1774, has endeavoured 
from time to time by coilciliatory remonstrailce to  
induce the Governinent of Bootail to punish the 
perpetrators of these crimes, to restore the p l u n d ~ r ~ 4  
property, and to liberate the captives. But such 
remonstrances have never been successful, and even 
when followed by serious warning, have failed to 
produce ally satisfactory result. The British Govern- 
ment has been frequently deceived by vague assur- 
ances and promises for the future, but no property 
has ever been restored, no captives liberated, no 
offender punished and the outrages have continued. 

" I n  1863 the Government of India, being averse to 
the adoption of extreine measures for the protection 
of its subjects and dependent allies, despatched a 
special mission to the Bootan Court, charged with 
proposals of a conciliatory character, but iilstructed 
to demand the surrender of all captives, the resto- 
ration of plundered property and security, for the 
future peace of the Frontier. 

" This pa'cific overture was insolently rejected by 
the Governinent of Bootan. Not only were restitu- 
tion for the past and security for the future refused, 
but the British Eilvoy was insulted ill open Durbar, 
and compelled, as the only means of ensuring the 
safe return of the mission, to sign a doculnellt which 
the Goveriuneiit of India could only instantly re- 
pudiate. 

" For this insnlt the Governor-General in Council 
determined to withhold for ever the aiulual payments 
previously made to the Bootan Goverilmeiit on account 
of the Assam Dooaas and Ambaree Fadlacottah, which 
had lollg been in the occnl3a;tion of the British Go- 

M 
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vernment, and annex those districts permanently to 
British Territory. At the same time still anxious to 
avoid an open rupture, the Governor-General in 
Council addressed a letter to the Deb and Dhurma 
-. I U ~ X ,  • formally demanding that all captives de- 
tained in Bootan against their will should be released, 
and that  all property carried off during the last five 
years should be restored. 

" To this demand the Government of Bootan has 
returned an evasive reply, from which can be gathered 
no hope that  the just requisitions of the Government 
of India will ever be complied with, or that the 
security of the Frontier can be provided for other- 
wise than by depriving the Government of Bootan 
and its subjects of the means and opportunity of 
future aggressions. 

" The Governor-General in Council has therefore 
reluctantly resolved to occupy permanently and annex 
to British Territory the Bengal Dooars of Bootan, 
and so much of the Hill Territory, including the forts 
of Dallingkat, Passakha, and Dewangiri, as may be 
necessary to command the Passes, and to prevent 
hostile or preclatory inclusions of Bootanese into the 
Darjeeling District, or into the Plains below. A mili- 
tary force amply sufficient to occupy this tract ancl 
to overcome all resistance, has been assembled on the 
frontier, :~11cl will now proceed to carry out this resolve. 

" All Chiefs, Zeminclars, Muncluls,* Ryots, and 
other inhabitants of the tract in question are herel~y 
reclnirecl to submit to the Authority of the British 
Goveri~inent~, to remain quietly in t,heir homes, a,ud 
to rencler assistance to the British Troops and to the 

+ I n  Hin11ooqt:lneo " munclnl " mcnnr " a hcntlma~l of n villngc," alsl) 
an " ~ x c i s e r n . ~ ~ . "  
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Commissioner who is charged with the administration 
of the tract. Protection of life and property and a 
guarantee of all private rights is offered to those who 
do not resist, and strict justice will be done to all. 
The lands will be moderately assessed, and all oppres- 
sion and extortion will be absolutely prohibited. 

" The future boundary between the Territories of 
the Queen of England and those of Bootan will be 
surveyed and marked off; and the Authority of the 
Government of Bootan within this boundary will 
cease for ever. 

" By Order of the Governor-General in Council." 
The following was the original composition of the 

force assembled to give effect to  this Proclaination 
and the places which formed the base of operations 
of the columns prior to  crossing the frontier and 
marching through the Dooars to  the forts in  the  
hills-the coininand of the force, generally, being 
given to Brigadier-General Mulcaster, a t  the ti~ize 
commanding in Assam, who was to operate on the 
right-the two colnmils on the left being under the 
command of Brigadier-General Dunsford, C.B., 

Right Colu~?zn to start from Gozuh atty a,gainst 
De?unnqiri. 

Three Mountain Train gllils of the Eurasian (half 
caste) Colnpany of Artillery. 

One Sq~la~dron of the 5t,ll Bengal Cavalry. 
The 43rd Assnalz Light Ii~fa~ntry.  
One Coml9any of Scbnllcly Sn.ppers and Mincrs. 
Tliree Cloinynnics of the 12th Regi~ncnt Bengal 

N:I tive Ji~fnnt~ry and the Assnm local Artillcry, to 
occ.~il~;y Gowh:l,tt y in snlq~ort. 

Ri!lh t Ccn t9.c Col~cn~iz fo rncc9.cl~ from Gonb)nrn 
nycri~~st Bishensi~ly. 

M 2 
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Three Mountain Train Guns of the Eurasian Coin- 
pany of Artillery. 

One Squadron 5th Bengal Cavalry. 
Two Squadrons of the 14th Bengal Cavalry. 
One Company of Sebundy Sappers and Miners. 
A Wing of the 44th Regiment Native Infantry. 
A Wing of the 12th Regiment Bengal Native In- 

fantry. 
Two Companies of the 12th Bengal Native In- 

far1tr-y to remain in support at  Goalpara. 
Left Centre C o l m n  to assemble at Cooch Behar, 

and march against Buxa and Balla. 
Three Armstrong Mountain Train Guns (5th Bat- 

tery, 25th Brigade Royal Artillery). 
Two eight-inch Mortars (6th Battery, 25th Brigade 

Royal Artillery). 
One Company of Sappers and Miners with three 

pontoon rafts for crossing rivers. 
The 2nd Regiment of Ghoorkas. 
A Wing of the l l t h  Native Infantry. 
Left Column to move from Julpigorie against 

Dhalinzkote and Chamoorchee. 
Three Armstrong Mountain Train Guns (5-25 R.A.). 
Two eight inch mortars (6-25 R.A.) 
One Company of Sappers and Miners. 
A Wing of the l l t h  Regiment Bengal Native In- 

fantry. 
A Wing of the 18th Regiment Bengal Native In- 

fantry. 
The 30th Punjaub Lnfantry. 
Two Squadrons, 5th Bengal Cavalry. 
In  addition to the force detailed above, a Reserve 

consisting of three companies of Her Ma,jjesty's 48th 
and 80th Regiments, along with two companies of the 
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17th Native Infantry were placed at Darjeeling. The 
three companies of the 48th were subsequently with- 
drawn, their place being taken by two additional 
companies of the 80th. The only Europeans with 
the columns were the artillerymen on the left wit11 
the Armstrong guns and mortars.* 

* The following i s  a translation of the  evasive reply referred to in  
the Proclamation, which was in the form of a letter addressed to the 
Governor-General of India by the Dhurma Raja-"May you a l w y s  
remain well, and may God protect your po\r.cr and authority. On the 
21st Strabun (July) I received your letter, sent through the Jungpen of 
Dlialimkote, in which it is written that my snbjects hare conlmitteci 
robberies and other outrages on British subjects, and that  you sent 
Mr. Eden to me to inquire into these matters. When Mr. Eden cam(% 
to my court I was then only newly appointed Dhurma Raja ; whcn he 
arrired I told my Council, 'See, these gentlemen have come a long 
journey, and are tired, therefore try ~ l d  receive them well and do all 
they want.' After Mr. Eden had rested I met him and asked him for 
what purpose he had come, and he answered-'I have come to inquire 
into robberies and other outrages committed by your people on British 
subjects.' Regarding this I have given orders. You write that yon 
have seized the rcavenue of the Assam Dooars and of Ambarea Palla- 
cottall, and that you will not give i t  back unless I comply with your 
demands. You say that  thc Tongso Penlow has shown violence to 
Mr. Eden; this is true, but the Tongso Penlow hns gone away to his 
country. To nettle all, if this you wish, to scnd some officials again to 
me I can't object; but this will give them m~lcll trouble; if they come 
all this will 11e scttled before them, and I will explain cve~ything to 

th(.m, and they will know the truth. I f  the officiala do not come I 
will, if you waut to inquire illto the matter, send my secretaries in the 
winter srason to any place where yo11 m:Iy wish them to go, and then 
you can dccidr wh:~t is wrong and what is right, and do what i.9 

proper: do not scnd the officials or write on this matter to the other 
sido (tllo Tong~ow Penlow's residrnce). The Rhotan country belollgs of 
oltl to tllr Yllurmn. R:I~:I, itnd you may pay the revenue which yon hare 
seizc.tl or not as you please. \'on arr mnstc.1- to give or ]lot to give. 
Alw:lyq writr to me al)out your Ilpalth." A rcfercnce to wllat Mr. Eden 
says of the 1)hurrnn Rctja, on the occasion of his seeing him a t  Poonakha, 
will show how improhaLle i t  is that 110 had anything whaterer to do 
wit11 thr above communication, though i t  ostensibly emanated from llim. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Commencement of the Dooar War-Stockades of Mjmagoorie and Dha- 
monee taken possession of-ildvance of the Left Column from Julpi- 
gorie - Progress through the Dooars -Arrival a t  Dhalimkote - 
Communication with the Jungpen-Attack on the Fort-Catastrophe 
connectecl therewith - Capture of Dhalimkote--Remarks thereon- 
Occupation of Dhumsong-Proclamation by the Dhurma Raja-The 
Left Column descenrls to the Plains-Re-enters the Hills and captures 
Chamoorchee-Letter from the Deb Raja-Operations by the Left 
Centre Column-Capture of Buxa and Balla. 

BY the end of November 1864, all the preparations 
mere completed, and the force was reacly to take the 
field. The original intention was that the four 
columns should advance simultaneously. This, how- 
erer, was not carried out ; the movements of the right 
column being delayed some days, and the advance 
of the right centre column, some weeks, beyond 
the clate that the columns on the left commenced 
operat'ions. This delay was caused partly by some 
transport clifficulties a t  Gowhatty-partly by Briga- 
clier-General Mulcaster having ordered the right cen- 
tre column, commanded by Colonel Richardson, C.R., 
of the 4~kth Native Infantry, to defer entering the hills 
until he had seen the work assigned to the right 
column completed a t  Dewangiri, and could himself 
join Colonel Richardson's force. 

The annexation of the Dooars therefore was com- 
mencecl by the two columns on the left, assembled a t  
Julpigorie and Cooch Behar, under Brigadier-General 
Dunsford, C.B., who accompanied the left column, 
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while Colonel Watson commanded the left centre 
one. I n  describing the operations, I shall com- 
mence with the movements of General Dunsford's 
force ; the duty to be performed by which, was to 
capture the stockades of Mynagoorie and Dhamonee, 
situated near the Teesta, a few miles from Julpigorie, 
and then march across the Dooars into the hills, and 
take the fort of Dhalimkote. On this being done, the 
force was to return to the Dooars, and march along 
the foot of the hills in an easterly direction for about 
thirty miles, then re-enter the hills and secure the 
Chamoorchee Pass, and the Dooars in connexion 
with it. 

On the 28th of November, an advanced party con- 
sisting of a detachment of the Royal Artillery, with 
two mortars, and detachments of Native Cavalry and 
Infantry, under the command of Major Gough, V.C., 
of the 5th Bengal Cavalry, accoinpal~ied also by a de- 
tachment of the Bengal Native Police Battalion un- 
der Major Pughe, crossed the Teesta near Julpigorie, 
and marched to Bakalee, in the vicinity of which a 
small Bhotan outpost, called Gopalgunge, was taken 
without resistance, by a few nien of the police who 
had been sent ahead. The following morning at day- 
break, the l~arty marched to Mynagoorie. The stock- 
ade wars empty, and exhibited no signs of :tny prepara- 
tions linving been in:i>de for rcsista,nce. The principal 
people of the village, which is one of some extent, 
waited on the Civil officer a,ccompanying the party, 
nncl matle t,hler suil)mission, the peasantry continuing 
alt their :~,gricnltnral operations with apparent confi- 
c1c.nce. The Proc1:tination was read and explained to 
the inhabit:lalts-a few days prior to this however 
copies of it and invitations to tender submission had 
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been sent to the Bhotan officials as far as Dhalimkote, 
and replies of a submissive nature had been received 
from those a t  Mynagoorie and Dhamonee. On the 
30th November, Major Gough and his party proceeded 
to the latter place by a circuitous path, through a 
highly cultivated country, the inhabitants continuing 
their occupations undisturbed. The Dhamonee stock- 
ade, a small one a t  the junction of the Durlah River 
with t,he Teesta, had been abandoned two nights pre- 
viously. Hereabouts no villages were seen, the pea- 
santry being scattered about in detached huts. They 
came in however to the neighbourhood of the stock- 
ade, and attended their weekly market as usual. 

On the 1st of December, a bridge of boats having 
been completed across the Teesta a t  Paharpore six 
miles to the north of Julpigorie, and nearly opposite 
Dhamonee, the column under Brigadier-General 
Dunsforit marched from Julpigorie to that place, and 
crossed the Teesta, halting for a day a t  Dhamonee to 
enable the commissariat stores to come up. 

On the 3rd of December, after a march of about 
three hol~rs through a fine, level, open country, inter- 
spersed wit,h patches of grass and jungle, the column 
reached Kyrantee, distant eight miles from Dhamonee. 
The chief cultivation noticed was rice, mustard, to- 
bacco ancl hemp-in~licat~ions were also seen of more 
extensive cultivation having formerly existed. On the 
4th, the coh~mn moved on, and n few miles beyond 
Kyrantee, got into a country covered with thick jun- 
gle, the march being through a level pat,h in the 
thicket. I n  about four and a, half hours a,fter start- 
ing, the foot of the hills was reached, and the force 
encamped at  the Chnyle river, near the entrance to 
the Pass leading to Dhalimkote. On the 5th, the 
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co~ll~try being found unsuited for cavalry, that  portion 
of the force was sent back, and the remainder of the 
column, consisting of the artillery, with Armstrong 
guns and mortars, the 30th Punjaub Infantry, and a 
wing of the 18th Native Infantry, marched up the 
ascent to the valley of Ambiok, which was reached in 
four hours, the jungle being open and the ~ a t h  wider 
than on the previous day. The baggage and guns 
were conveyed on bullocks and elephants. 

The village of Ambiok was found to consist a t  this 
time of about half a dozen bamboo huts, situated a t  
the base of a densely wooded hill, immediately below 
the fort of Dhalimkote. All the inhabitants, with the 
exception of a man and his wife, fled on the approach 
of the troops. On the arrival of the column, a native 
was sent up to the foi-t with a message to the Jung- 
pen, who sent down a Bengalee interpreter, in his 
employment, with a white scarf, as a mark of friend- 
ship, and intimating a t  the same time his intention 
to be pacific, and to submit to the directions of 
Lieutenant Colonel Haughton, the political agent 
accoml~nuying the force. A mitten reply was sent 
him, referring him to the Proclamation he had re- 
ceived, and inforinillg him t31int while possession woulci 
be talcen of Dhalimkote and the Dooars attached to it, 
no injury wolild be done to either individuals or 
property, and tlllnt if the fort was quietly given up, 
d l  in i t  would bc protected. The Jungpen was also 
req~~csted to come down and conduct the troops up 
the steep ascent to the fort, the following morning a t  
dnyhre:\#lc, but a t  the same time was told that in any 
cn sc it wonltl be taken possession of the next day. I n  
the intcrv:~l, however, the Inen in the fort were ob- 
served makiilg l~~irrieci preparations for defence, by 
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removing the roofs and woodwork from the towers at  
the angles of the fort; the idea of resisting, ap- 
parently having only then occurred to the Jungpen. 

Next morning a t  sunrise, a little boy brought the 
following evasive letter from the Jungpen, in reply to 
the communication Colonel Haughton had addressed 
him the previous day-" Whereas your letter of Mon- 
day (the 5th), with the Pottrachin (Proclamation) has 
been received by me, I have acquainted lnyself with 
its contents. You have written requesting me to go 
to you this morning ; but there is a large military 
force with you ; how then can I go in the midst of 
them to see you? There is fear in my mind. If you 
are so inclined, come with three men to the road ; I 
will also with three lnen go there and meet you and will 
inform you of everything : all will then be satisfac- 
torily arranged ; or else you may write to Cheeboo 
Lama a t  Darjeeling, and ask him to come. He knows 
everything. I will then consult with him and explain 
all to you. All then will be well. I am not in ally 
way against you. But if after all matters have been 
explainecl to you, you still persist, right or wrong, 
to come here, then you may do as you like. I am qtute 
well, ancl hope you are the same." A verbal answer 
was sent to this, informing the Jungpen that the force 
was about to advance and take possession of the fort. 

Shortly after the Jungpen's messenger had left the 
camp, the troops commenced to ascend the hill, under 
t,he guidance of a native whose services had been pro- 
cllrecl by showing him a bag of rupees and allowing 
him to help himself. I n  the meantime, however, a 
bypath, better suited for the purpose than the one the 
troops were taking, was cliscovered by Colonel Haugh- 
ton, and approved of by General Dunsford. The main 
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column, therefore, retraced its steps and proceeded by 
it ; this change involving a delay of about two hours. 
The Armstrong guns and eight inch mortars remained 
at Ainbiok, and fired vertically on the fort. On the 
leading portion of the column reaching a ridge about 
two hundred feet below the fort, a fire of stones and 
arrows opened upon it, also a few matchlock shots 
from Bhotanese concealed in the neighbouring jun- 
gle-the latter &e being replied to by the advanced 
guard, consisting chiefly of men of the 30th Pun- 
jaubees. A short distance in front a barricade had 
been erected on the ridge, which was talcen by the 
Puiljaubees without either difficulty or opposition, and 
from thence they advanced to the foot of the ascent 
to the fort; here they were exposed to a volley of 
stones, thrown both by the hand and a catapult, also 
soine arrows and nzatchlock shots, which killed two 
men and wounded several others. Here also Captain 
Macgregor * (the Brigade Major) and Lieutenant 

* This officer when a subaltrrn of Fane's Horsc, highly di~t~inguishcd 
himself in  tlic campnign of the Pciho in 1860. I11 n work by  the writer 
of this n a r r ~ t i v c ,  styled " The British Arnis in the North of Cliina a n d  
Jnlx111,'' t h ~  following mcntion is n1:rde of liim a t  the action of Sinho: 
-" IVhilc this was going on (the advancr of the cavalry In-igade), 
Stirling's l)ntt(.ry having 1)cen annljlc to  follow thc c n r d r y  through the 
11(>:1ry g ~ ) ~ ~ i ~ ( l ,  had 1)ccn left l ~ r l ~ i n d  with nn escort of thir ty  men of 
F n ~ ~ c ' s  llorsc,, luider Lirntcnnnt Mncgrcgor, and just a t  the m o r ~ ~ c n t  that  
thc gu11u)f tl~c' first division were heart1 on the l ~ f t ,  a body of about 
~ c r ( , ~ l t y  Tartars,  t o  thc surprise of cvc-1.y galloped from tlicir front, 
nn(l cl~nrging down on Stirling's 1)attc.ry nttc,niptcd to  take the gnns i n  
flnnk. Thr, nttnck wns 60 lunc~xpc~ctc~d tha t  Captain Stirling had 1)ut 
tinlr- to  fin. rolmtls l~cforc tl~ct T:lrtnrs wcrc \villiin a Ilunclrc(1 
of 1 l t t y  'l'hcre wns no protection for the guns beyond the escort, 
mr~ltioncd. Withont a n ~ o l n v ~ l t ' ~  li(~sitntio11 Lieutenant Mncgrcgor 
c l ~ n r q ~ ( l  nt the 11c~:~d of the Sciks and drovc thc Tartars  lmck, i n  doing 
~.111('11 W:IS sc~r(~rcIy W O U I ~ ~ C ~ ,  also scrernl of l i s  men, onc of whom 
was kill(~d." 
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Loughman, of the 18th Native hfantry, were woun- 
ded, the former by a matchlock shot, the latter by an 
arrow. By this time two 5$ inch mortars had been 
got up the hill to the ridge underneath the fort, and 
were placed in position. The charge of powder con- 
tained in the made up cartridges being too great for 
so short a range, it was necessary to weigh out charges 
specially suited for it, and a barrel of gunpowder was 
opened for this purpose. At the second round from 
the mortars one of the shells burst a t  the muzzle and 
exploded the powder cask. Major Gri fh ,  who was at 
the time weighing the charges out, Lieutenants An- 
clerson and Waller of the Royal Artillery, and four 
gunners of the same corps, were killed by the explo- 
sion, while Lieutenant Collins of the Royal Engineers, 
and several artillerymen, were severely mutilated. 
The cause of the premature bursting of the shell is 
supposed to have been some defect in the fuze ; the 
result either of a crack in the woodwork or partial 
recession of the composition from the walls of the 
fuze, bringing the ignited composition prematurely in 
contact with the bursting charge in the shell. The 
supposition that there must have been want of caution 
displayed in exposing so large a quantity of powder to 
the risk of accidental ignition, is justified by the re- 
sults-the more so, as the accident which led to it, 
though not a common occurrence, nevertheless is one 
that there must always be a risk of taking place, 
especially on active service in the East, where, from 
exposure to climate, fines are more likely to become 
defective., Brigadier General ~ u n s f o r i  himself had 

* In neceml)er 18.51 Licntennnt C o l o n ~ l  Tomkins R I ~  T,ic.utenant 
Lugg, of thc Roynl Artillery, while si~pcrintending the nrrang~mcnts 
fr~r blowing up a house to arrest the progress of a fire in Hong Kong, 
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a llamow escape of being one of the victims of the 
explosion ; having but a minute or two before it oC- 
curred left Major GrifEn, with whom he had been con- 
versing, to give some order to Captain Perkins of the 
Royal Engineers. 

After the shock of the catastrophe had been re- 
covered from, one of the Armstrong guns was brought 
up from Ambiok, the practice from which place, 
though apparently very good, was a t  the same time 
producing little or no effect. Towards evening the 
gun arrived, and after a few rounds had been fired 
from it at a tower, a breach was effected, t h o u g h  
which the Punjaubees entered and took possession of 
the place, the Bhotaiiese having previously retired by 
a small exit on the opposite side, and descended the 
hill by a steep thickly-wooded bypath. By the time 
the main entrance to tlie fort had been blown open, 
the Jungpen's house, over the gateway, and several 
buildings inside the fort, including the monastery, 
were in flames, having been set fire to by the shells. 
I11 the course of the conflagration, a considerable 
quantity of rice and other grain was destroyed. 

Tlie capture of the place was thus effected after hav- 
ing been exposed to a fire which had ranged lnore or 
less over eight hours; namely, from 10 A.M. until G P.M., 

and notwithstanding tlie ainouit of mmiitioas of war 
that had been expended, three wounded Inell ollly were 
found inside, one of whom, a Benplee, afterwards 
died. Coilsidering the precipitate inaiiiler in which 
tJhe Bhotanese must have retired, and the nature of 
t1he ground they had to go over, it is very improbable 

wcrc killctl I)y t h r  prc,maturr cxplosiou of t h r  gunpomtltbr from n cnusc 
annlogol~s to that, originating tlir act-itlent rcsfrrrt,tl to nl,ovc ; nalnia]y, a 
defect in thc exploding c o ~ u p o s i t i o ~ ~  (port firr) nttributnblc to climate. 
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Loughman, of the 18th Native Infantry, were woun- 
cled, the former by a matchlock shot, the latter by an 
arrow. By this time two 5+ inch mortars had been 
mot up the hill to the ridge underneath the fort, and b 

were placed in position. The charge of powder con- 
tained in the made up cartridges being too great for 
so short a range, it was necessary to weigh out charges 
specially suited for it, and a barrel of gunpowder was 
opened for this purpose. At the second round from 
the mortars one of the shells burst at  the muzzle and 
exploded the powder cask. Major GrifEn, who was at 
the time weighing the charges out, Lieutenants An- 
derson and Waller of the Royal Artillery, and four 
gunners of the same corps, were killed by the explo- 
sion, while Lieutenant Collins of the Royal Engineers, 
and several artillerymen, were severely mutilated. 
The cause of the premature bursting of the shell is 
supposed to have been some defect in the fuze ; the 
result either of a crack in the woodwork or partial 
recession of the composition from the walls of the 
fuze, bringing the ignited composition prematurely in 
contact with the bursting charge in the shell. The 
supposition that there must have been want of caution 
clisplayecl in exposing so large a quantity of powder to 
the risk of accidental ignition, is justified by the re- 
sults-the more so, as the accident which led to it, 
though not a common occurrence, nevertheless is one 
that there must always be a risk of taking place, 
especially on active service in the East, where, from 
exposure to climate, fuzes are more likely to become 
defective.* Brigadier General Dunsford himself hacl 

* In D c c r m h ~ r  1851 TJielltenant Cnlonpl Tomkins and T,ierrtenane 
Lugg, of the Royal Artillery, while snperintcnding thc nrrangcmpnts 
for blowing up a llouse to arrest  the progress of n fire in Hong Kong, 
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a llarrow escape, of being one of the victims of the 
explosion ; having but a minute or two before it OC- 

curred left Major Grifb, with whom he had been con- 
versing, to give some order to Captain Perkins of the 
Royal Engineers. 

After the shock of the catastrophe had been re- 
covered from, one of the Armstrong guns was brought 
up from Ambiok, the practice from which place, 
though apparently very good, was a t  the same time 
producing little or no effect. Towards evening the 
gun arrived, and after a few rounds had been fired 
from it at a tower, a breach was effected, througll 
which the Punjaubees entered and took possessioll of 
the place, the Bhotanese having previously retired by 
a small exit on the opposite side, and descended the 
hill by a steep thickly-wooded bypath. By the time 
the main entrance to the fort had been blo~vli open, 
the Jungpen's house, over the gateway, and several 
buildings inside the fort, including the monastery, 
were in flames, having been set fire to by the shells. 
I11 the course of the conflagration, a considerable 
quantity of rice and other grain was destroyed. 

The capture of the place was thus effected after hav- 
ing been exposed to a fire which had ranged more or 
less over eight hours ; namely, from 10 A.M. until G P.M., 
and ~zotwithstandiag the an io~u~ t  of lnunitions of war 
that had been expended, three wounded inen only were 
found inside, one of whom, a Bengillee, afterwards 
died. Considering the precipitate lnanner in which 
the Bliotaliese must have retired, and the nature of 

ground they had to go over, it is very improbable 

wrrc killrtl l)g thc prrn~ntnrc c.xploqion of thc gunlx)w(lcr from a cnusc 
~ n ~ l o g o i l s  to that  o r i f i inn t i i~~  t11~ ncridcnt rrf(trrctt1 to  nl,ovc ; naln(*ly, 0 
(Iefcnct in thc cxplocling co~npositioll (port firc) a t t r i lu tu l lc  to  clilnatc. 
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that any dead were removed. The loss of the British 
apart from those killed and wounded by the explosion, 
was two sepoys killed and about twenty wounded ; 
the casualties having been chiefly caused by stones. 
The bodies of those killed by the explosion were founcl 
some distance down the hill from where it occurred, 
and most of them were so mutilated as to be hardly 
recognisable. Considering that Dhalimkote did not 
contain a single piece of artillery, and that with the 
exception of a few jingals and matchlocks, the means 
of defence consisted chiefly of stones and bows and 
arrows-also that the garrison did not exceed fifty 
men, at  least so an officer who was present informed 
me, the capture of the place must be looked upon as 
a very poor affair, far from compensating for the 
melancholy loss by which it was attended ; the more 
so as i t  is a place of no importance, not even command- 
ing the Pass leading clo~vn to the Dooars-in fact it is 
only remarkable for the formidable nature of the po- 
sition on which it is built. Mr. Eden, who visited it 
the previous year, thus describes it-" The fort is zt 

miserable building ; it consists of a large wall built of 
~nucl nncl stones ; i t  has one large gateway to the 
north-east, in which the Jungpen resides ; inside the 
mall are a number of houses and a garden; one 
house is assigned to the ryots of the Dooa,rs, when 
they come up with their tribute, another is a monaa- 
iery ; there was a barrack, stables, storehouses a~ld  a 
residence for the women. . . . This fort was taken wit~ll 
great ease by Captain Jones and a few inen in 1772 ; 
the people of the place, however, did not seem to 1 ) ~  
awnre that we had ever sent a force there." A colll- 

parison of the circumstances atte~iding its c:~ptllre 
thlis referred to arid those attending its capture ill 
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1864, do not seem to show that perfection of equip- 
ment and refined means of assault in operating against 
semi-civilized orientals are productive of results either 
more speedy or brilliant than those we have been in 
the habit of attaining by means, more simple, prac- 
ticable, and infinitely less costly. 

The only other operation to be carried out in this 
portion of the hills, was to take possession of the fort 
of Dhumsong, about twenty miles from the Darjeeling 
frontier. A letter was accordingly addressed by 
Colonel Haughton to the official in charge of it, a 
Neiboo, calliizg upon him to surrender. On the 10th 
of December, his reply was received tendering his sub- 
mission. Mandates were also sent to the chiefs of the 
villages dependent on Dhaliinkote, sixteen in num- 
ber, calling on them to submit, and to send coolies in 
for employlnent with the force. I n  the meailtime 
Captain Perkins, with a few Sebuildy sappers, pro- 
ceeded across the hills and took possessioil of Dhuin- 
song fort, a small quadrangular building c~nst~ructed 
of stone and mud ; its beautiful situation being the 
only tlhing worthy of note connected with it. No 
attempt at  resistance was made, the place being 
quietlly given up. Colonel Raughton proceeded there 
and arranged tha,t it was to be occupied by a, detach- 
ment of fifty illen of the 17th Native Infa,ntry, who 
were accordingly sent from Darjeeling under the 
comlnr~ucl of Lieutenant Dawes, and reached Dhuin- 
song will1 their baggage, a,fter a journey chara,c- 
tclrisc.cl by no ordinary difficnlty and fatigue. 

On thc 16th of December, the following Proclama- 
tion, lwrl)ortin,rr to come fiom the Dliurlria Raja,, was 
given l)~iblicit~y to-" It is well known to the subjects 
of Bhotan that last year the Sikiin man Cheeboo 
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Lama, without the consent of the Dhurina Raja, 
brought into Bhotan a band of Englishmen in spite 
of frequent warnings not to do so. Cheeboo has ac- 
cepted the gold of the British Government and is their 
humble servant. The Sikim Raja was complained to 
on the subject of this conduct of Cheeboo Lama, but 
no reply was received. Now the Dhurma Raja has 
resolved on declaring war on the Sikim Government, 
who, it is well known, are the cause of all the evil. 
The Dhurma Raja has no desire to extend his terri- 
tories ; he addressed a letter to the Governor-General 
of India requesting him not to listen to Cheeboo or 
Eden, as both are dishonest. It is not the desire of 
the Dhurma Raja that innocent blood should be 
lightly shed, but the English do not cease attacking 
Bhotan, and the people must now prepare for the at- 
tack of the English. They will now try to take the 
Dooars, and after that they will attempt to proceed to 
take Poonakha, and deprive the inhabitants of Bho- 
tan of the freedom they have enjoyed from time im- 
memorial. It is the duty of the Penlows and Jung- 
pens to be firm in their faithfulness and love of free- 
dom to protect Bhotan." This manifesto, no doubt 
came from the Tongso Penlow, the Dhurma Raja 
being a t  the time an insignificant youth, and a mere 
puppet in his hands. The tone of the documellt 
clearly betokened that intention to continue resistance 
which subsequent occurrences sufficiently demon- 
strated. 

On the 19th of December, Brigadier-General Duns- 
ford having completed the military a,rrangements 
necessary for the annexation of the Dhadimlcote :~nd  
Mynagoorie Dooars, as well as for the hill territoq 
between the fort of Dhalilnkote and the Dajeeling, 
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and portion of the Silrim frontiers of Bhotan, com- 
menced to move his column by detachments down to  
the plains, for the purpose of proceeding along the  
foot of the hills to  the Chamoorchee Pass, about thirty 
miles east of Dhalimkote. The day previous t'o the  
column moving, Colonel Haughton was attacked with 
fever, and the force was temporarily deprived of his 
services. 

On the 22d of December the column reached Bulli- 
baree, twelve miles south of Dahlimkote, the iahabi- 
tants of which had left the neighbourhood oil the  
appearance of the troops in the Dooars ; tIheir syin- 
pathies seemingly being more Bhotanese than those 
nearer the British frontier. On the 23rd the column 
turned eastward, the route lying through level cowl- 
try containing but little jungle. Numerous patches 
of cultivation and Mechi  illag ages were passed in  the 
course of the day. A number of these Meechis, or 
inhabitants proper of the Dooars, had been emldoyed 
as coolies, but many of them ran away on the march, 
having speedily iinbibed that  distaste for servicc with 
troops in the field which is entertained by coolies of 
every kind in the East, when t'lley are made to carry 
things of a nature not adniitting of being conveyed in 
the maaner in which they are accustoil~ed to carry 
loads. Great want of consideration adso is freqnently 
shown tllein, such as, on their arrival a t  an encnnlping 
ground, nftcr having done their clay's work carrJ-ing 
11e;lvy loads t~nci lteeping 111) with the c o l ~ ~ m n ,  l~e ing  
made to collect file1 and do other \vo~.lr for the troops, 
xithoilt a thought hcing given as to  whether their 
orgwiisatio~ is not similar to our own, and that  
physical exl~nust~ion rcqnircs both rcst and food. I 
have myself witi~essed in Cliina mi~ l  Illclia,, an a11;oullt 

N 
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of cruelty thus exercised to both man and beast, 
which, but for the evidence of my own eyes, I could 
have hardly credited. 

No signs were to be seen of a Bhotanese on the 
plains ; in fact, as already stated, with the exception 
of a few officials and those connected with them, re- 
siding a t  the stockades near our frontier, they seldom 
\-isit the Dooars. The column having reached Ton- 
doo, a spot a t  the foot of the hills about midway be- 
tween the Dahlimkote and Chamoorchee Passes, a 
camp was formed there, and on the 29th December a 
reconnoitring party consisting of 150 men under 
Major Mayne of the 30th Punjaubees was sent on to 
examine the position of Chamoorchee, or Sumchee, as 
it is callecl by the Bhotanese ; the former name like 
that of Zumerkote,* being obsolete in the country ; in 
fact probably never known there, except perhaps to 
tlie frontier officials thrown into communication with 
tile inhabitants of the plains with whom the present 
noinenclature of the Dooars generally seems for the 
inost pal+ to have originated: Dhalimkote for in- 
stance being a combination of the local Bhotanese 
morcl Dhalim, or Dalling, and the Hindostanee word 
kote ,  or fort. Major Maynes' instructions were to 
take possession of the place if no opposition was 
offered, bnt on no account to attack if the Bhotanese 
were found in any force. On the party reaching a 
flat piece of gronncl about GOO yards below the crest 
of the hill on which Chamoorchee is situated, the 
Ehotanese came clown and att,acked it,, opening a fire 
of arrows, stones and matchlocks. The sepoys were 
re~t~rained with difficulty froin rushing up a narrow 

+ The name formerly giveu t o  tlie tract of land callrd the Rlynagooric 
1)O~il.r. 
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and rugged winding path and engagillg the enemy. 
Before they were withdrawn and  laced jll a position 
of security for the night, twelve men were wounded, 
one or two of them severely. 

On the 31st December, Brigadier-General Dunsford 
came up with the main column, and finding the 
grou1~d for the camp very confined and surrounded 
by dense jungle, sent the baggage animals down the 
hill to keep them out of harm's way, and placed them 
under the charge of a party of Bengal police that  had 
just joined the column. A reconnaisance was then 
made of the position, wlich was much obscured by 
jungle, and a good site was found for the Armstrong 
guns, about 700 yards on the right of what was sup- 
posecl to be the place that would be defended. An 
al~parently unfi-equented path also, was found leading 
direct to the village. Captain Perlcins of the En- 
gineers now volunteered to start early next inorililzg 
with 100 men, and iilterceyt the retreat of the Bho- 
tanese by morlcing to the rear of t,he villa,ge over 
the thiclcly wooded hills. This questionable proposi- 
tion, in a humanitarian age, was acccded to, and 
the attack deferred until half-past cight o'clock the 
following morning, so as to give the party time to 
reach n position adrnittilig of the Bhotallese beillg 
intercepted as they escalpt.d to the rear. In  the lnea,ll- 
time Major Garstin, with 250 men of the l l t h  Native 
Ii~fa~ntry, one Arnistrong gun, and one mortar, was 
detacllecl to take up a, position on the lcft ; two Arm- 
strong guns, covered by 50 inen of the l l t h ,  being 
posted on the right ; while Major Ma,yl~e with 250 
men of the 3rd Pui?jnubees, and one mortar, mas 
detailed to ascend by the main road. At the appointed 
hour the attack commenced by the h n s t r o n g  gun 

N 2 
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on the right and the mortar in the centre opening fire. 
Owing to the nature of the ground on the left, the 
artillery could not be got into position, and after 
about a dozen rounds had been fired from the other 
guns, Major Garstin's party finding little or no sem- 
blance of opposition rushed into the village, which 
was immediately evacuated, and the Bhotanese seen 
flying over the hills, coincident with which Captain 
Perkins's party was heard firing upon them as they ran 
away. This was the whole affair-the total loss being 
two men killed and three wounded, the whole of them 
being men of Major Garstin's party. The Bhotanese 
had 13 killed, and are said to have carried off their 
wounded-a statement somewhat incompatible with 
the interception of their retreat by Captain Perkins's 
party, and calculated to excite the suspiciolz from 
no woundecl being found, that they were either shot 
in attempting to escape or killed where they were 
found lying. 

The village of Chamoorchee was found to consist of 
about twenty houses ancl a monastery, the latter being 
full of sacred books and manuscripts. On the top of 
the hill overlooking the village a stockade was found 
in an unfinished state, ancl to clefencl which no attempt 
hacl been macle. One hunclred men of the Bellgal 
police mere plncecl in it, with instructions to liolcl the 
post a8 a temporary arrangement. The column then 
descenclecl to the plains, ancl returned to  the camp at 
Toncloo, while Brigadier-General Dtu2sforcl went cast- 
warcl, with an escort of 50 men, to inrjpect the posts 
a t  Balla and Buxn, which Bad been taken possession 
of by the left centre cohunn i~nder Colonel Watson, 
which hacl started from Cooch Behar sirn~~ltaneonsly 
with the aclvance of the left column from Julpigorit3. 



CH. VIII. LETTER FROJL THE DEB RAJA. 181 

The country in the neighbourhood of the Cha- 
moorchee Pass was found to be in many places highly 
cultivated, and the Meechis had a healthy appear- 
ance as if the climate agreed with them, which is the 
contrary in the case of both the European aiid the 
native of Bengal Proper. The peasaiitry hereabouts 
made no coinplaints of oppression, and said that they 
seldonl saw the Bhotaiiese except in the iizoilths of 
December aiid January, when they come down from 
the hills to collect the Dooar revenue. About this 
time, the following document, bearing date 27th De- 
cember, is said to have beell addressed by the Deb 
Raja to the Brigadiers-General colnmaiiding the 
force. 

" The territory which the Deb Raja has long since 
governed, although very sinall, he is coiiteilted with, 
aiid is never desirous of taking possessioil of the 
iieighbouring kiilgdoins of Chinese Tartary, China 
aiid English territory, nor ever put their peasaiitry 
into trouble. The Queen aiid the Deb Raja are like 
sister and brother. Last year when Mr. Eden came 
to me, I paid him such respect as was due to him, 
aiid introduced him to the Dhurma Raja,, who settled 
the matter of captives with him. He, Mr. Eden, 
soleilinly proinised that he would never break the 
pea'ce existing between us, or fight with us ; but, i11 
spite of this promise, you fight, which I do not like ; 
you arlso never sent 111c any ilotice as to the reason of 
figllting, nor as to the time when you wish to do so, 
butt at once began by taking possessioii of our country, 
and halve driven out all our people, occupied all the 
forlls, and have done great injury by burlling theln. 
I llcvcr thought yon, who are friends, would do such 
acts, and I cannot believe that the Queen has ordered 
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you to occupy my country. When two Rajas desire 
to fight, they send information as to when they will 
begin to fight. This is the custom of my country, 
and when any party is vanquished he loses his terri- 
tory. But if you like robbers take possession of my 
country, it depends upon your will, and as you have 
done so, be satisfied yourselves ; but I shall never 
consider that you occupied my country as I did not 
fight. As for the plains which you have occupied, 
you will not be able to hold them. I advise you to 
attend to this ; but if you do not, I will not hear it 
afterwards. If  you wish for peace and do not disturb 
our peasantry, it will be best for you to go back to 
your own country without doing any more harm to 
ours. But if you will take possession of my country, 
which is small, without fighting, and attach it to 
your own kingdom, which is large, I shall send the 
divine force of twelve gods, as per margin,* who are 
very ferocious ghosts. Of this force 7,000 stop at 
Chamoorchee, 5,000 a t  Doorma, 9,000 a t  Buxa, and 
102,000 at  Dhalim Doonr. You have done great 
injury to our country, and should not repeat it. For 
the present i t  is advisable for you to return to your 
own country and keep pence with me. I have never 
broken the ties of friendship and you should not do 
so, but if you clo not like to withdraw your troops, 
you shonlcl write me in reply a t  once to Poonalm." 

With respect to the proceedings of the left centre 
column, a reconnaisance was sent forward from the 
Cooch Behar frontier on the 28th of November, 
through which i t  was ascertainecl that Chickalrotta, 
the Bhotanese frontier post in the Buxa Dooar, had 

+ 111 the original documcnt thr nnmcs a re  dotailetl, I ) i i t  a4 th(.y arc 
very unprono~uncenllr,  I sllall uot t ax  thc rendcr with t l i t~~n.  
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been abandoned. The main column, under Colonel 
Watson then advanced across the Dooar, into the 
hills, and on the 7th December took possession of 
Passakha, or Buxa as it is more usually called. Two 
days afterwards, a sort of intrenchment being noticed 
on the opposite hill, the three Armstrong guns were 
placed on elephants and brought into a yosition 
within range of this work. After the firing had gone 
on for a short time, there being no signs of an eaemy, 
it was brought to a conclusion and the guns removed. 
The so-called fort of Buxa was found to be a very 
poor specimen of military architecture, having neither 
a surrounding wall nor means of defence, except an  
old gun of Chinese manufacture, which mas lying 
useless on the ground. The hill on which the fort 
stands is low and commanded on every side but one 
by other hills; all of them being thickly wooded. 
A few Goorkhas, who were sent out to explore, came 
upon a sort of ellclosure in charge of soine Bhot1anese, 
who retired as soon as they saw the Goorkhas ap- 
proaching. The country about here appeared to be 
well supplied with roads ; one to the noi-th leacling to 
Poonakha being considered as the main entrance into 
the country. The portion of this road which came 
under the observation of the colnnin, was very good 
and roughly paved with stone slabs. Amongst the 
trees in the neiglibourhood the ash and the willow 
were very coinnzon. 

The column now descended to the plains, a.11d 
marched westwasd to the Balla Pass, con~ma~ndiilg 
the Lnclcee Doo:is, which was taken possession of, 
and a small force kept in a sort of stockacle-thus 
colnpleting the work assigned to t,his col~unn. 
Colonel Watson established a camp a t  Santrabaree 
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at the foot of the hills, between the entrance to the 
Buxa Pass and Chickakotta. The villagers in the 
Dooars passed through by this column professed to 
be well pleased at the change of govei-nment which 
was about to take place, and on some occasions dis- 
played a desire to assist the troops, by burning the 
jungle in the neighbotu-hood of their villages. Near 
Santrabaree, in the dry bed of a mountain stream, a 
vein containing a small quantity of coal was found. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Operations on the Assam side-Adrance of the Right Column from 
Gowhiitty - C a ~ t u r e  of Dewangiri - Garrison placed in i t  lundcr 
Cololnrl Campbell--General Mulcastcr joins the Right Centre Column 
-Advance on Bishensing-Capture of the Place-Nature of thc 
Position and Couiltry in its Vicinity-Retunl of the Column to thr: 
Plains- Thc Sidlrc Raja - Apparent Ternliilatioln of Hostilities - 
Orclers issued for the break-up of the Dooar Ficld Force. 

THE operations on the Assam frontier, by the two 
right columns, now require to be noticed. On the 
2nd of December, the right column coinmanded by 
Colonel Campbell, 43rd Assam Light Infantry, and 
accoiupanied by Brigadier-General Mulcaster, crossed 
the Berhampooter a t  Gowatty, and encamped on its 
north bank preparatory to marching the following 
day for tlie frontier, where a standing camp was to 
be established at  Koomrekatta, our advanced post in 
the Assall1 Dooars, forty-one iniles froin Gowhatty, 
and fifteen nliles from the Bhotan hill post of De- 
wangiri at  the top of the Darungah Pass. On the 
arrival of the force a t  Koomrel~atta~, Captain Mac- 
donald was sent in advance with fifty inen of the 
Bengal police. On the afternoon of the 9th, the 
collililil nlacle a march of six miles, and halted for 
tlie night near the entrance to the Darungah Pass. 
Early in thc morning of the loth, it moved forward 
ancl enterecl the hills. The road wound up the bed 
of a mountain torrent, and proved very bad ; half the 
da'y being occupied crossing and recrossing the 
stream. The advanced guard consisted of one coin- 

& 
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pany of the 43rd Assam Light Infantry, under the 
command of Lieutenant Peet. About six miles up 
the pass it came to what was supposed to be a 
stockade, from which a volley of stones and some . . 
jlngals were &ed, one man being wounded. The 
advanced guard returned the &e, and while this was 
going on some of the sepoys went into the jungle on 
the side of the pass, and ascertained that the ob- 
struction, whatever it was, was open on both sides, 
and that  there were about fifty Bhotanese behincl it. 
General Mulcaster now came up, and as it was pretty 
well on in the afternoon, ordered the advanced guard 
to retire on the main column. The whole force now 
halted for the night, so as to enable the position to 
be reconnoitred. This was done the following morn- 
ing, General Mulcaster proceeding through the jungle 
to the left, accompanied by a party of the 43rd. 
Shortly after he had left the camp, a Bhotanese 
arrived with a letter from Captain Macdonald, who 
hacl taken a different route from that followed by the 
column, to say that he had captured Dewangiri the 
previous night with his fifty native policemen. The 
letter was sent after the General, who on receiving 
it, ordered Captain Norman, the Depot Assistant- 
Quartermaster-General, to go forward and examine 
the stockade. This was done, and i t  was found to be 
only a sort of natural breastwork across the mouth of 
the pass, open, as the sepoys said, a t  each end, ad- 
mitting of easy capture on either flank by going 
through the jungle. Not a Bhotanese was to be seen 
in its vicinity. Brigadier-General Mulca,ster now 
pushed on with three companies of the 43rcl to De- 
wangiri, and the remainder of the column reached it 
the following clay :-a royal salute being fired on the 
arrival of the guns. 
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The capture of Dewailgiri was effected by Captain 
Macdonald under the following circumstances. I n  

the first place, when he reached the foot of the hills, 
the guide he had with him said that he did not know 
the road. A footpath, however, was pointed out to  
him by a villager, which he followed, and after a ten 
hours' march, found himself at Dewangiri. H e  
stopped a t  a temple, and as he was civilly treated, 
thought the place was going to be given up without 
resistance. He then went on, and suddenly came to 
a small stone house, in front of which an extemporary 
breastwork had been tllroml up. From this he was 
received by a volley of arrows and stones, and a 
single jingal shot, one of his inen being illortally 
wounded by the latter. He immediately took up a 
position on a hill about thirty yards off, and while 
there a Bhotanese, a remarkably fine man, leapt over 
the breastwork, armed with a spear, and made a rush 
a t  him. As he advanced he was shot dead by one 
of the policemen, a native district superintendent. 
Shortly &er this, Captain Macdonald and his party 
stormed the house, and the Bhotanese retired. They, 
however, returned on several occasions during the 
night, and harassed his men by firing at them. I n  
addition to the man already mentioned, he had five 
wo~zaded. A few Bhotnnese were killed. They were 
fair cornplexioi~ed, stout, and exceedingly well made 
men. 

Dewai~giri was fo~ind to consist of three temples 
and a nlzinber of huts. Dr. Griffiths, who visited it 
with CaJptabn Pembei-ton in 15440, thus described it :- 
" Dewangiri, the temples of which are visible from 
the plilins of Assam, is s i t~~a t~ed  on a ridge elevated 
about 2,100 feet above the level of the sea, and 1950 
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feet above that  of the plains. The village extends to 
some distance along the ridge as well as a little way 
down its northern face. The houses 'which are in 
most cases mere huts, amount to about a hundred ; 
they are distributed in three or four scattered groups, 
amongst these a few stone-built houses of the ordinary 
size ancl construction occur, the only decent one being 
that  occupied by the Soubah, who is of inferior rank, 
Along the ridge three or four temples of the ordinary 
Budclh mystical form occur. They are surrounded 
with banners, bearing inscriptions fixed longitudinally 
to bamboos, and attached to some monumental walls 
of poor construction; the faces of which bear slabs 
of slate on which sacred sentences are well carved.* 
The village abounds in filth. The centre of the ridge 
is kept as a sort of arena for manly exercises. 
About this space there occur some picturesque 
simool trees and a few fig trees, amongst which is 
the banyan. There is no watercourse or spring near 
the village ; the supply is brought from a consider- 
able distance by aqueducts formed of the hollowed 
trunks of small trees. . . . The Soubah we found to 
be a gentlemanly, unassuming man ; he received us 
i11 a very friendly manner, and with some state ; the 
room was decently ornamented, and set off in parti- 
cular by some well-executed Chinese religious figures, 
the chief of which we were told, represented the 
Dhumla Raja, whose presence, even as a carved 
block, was supposed to give infallibility. We were, 
l~esides, regaled with blasts of music. His house 

* Both to thr east %nil w e ~ t  of 1)cwnngiri thcrc is a picturcsr]llcl r ~ l i -  
giolis etlifirr with ornalncnt~tl \rintlo\vs. Thcir cffc~t, is much hcigllt- 
c.nc.11 I)y t h ~  prc3sc.ncc of the mrrping cypress, whicll situntcd as it was 
here, gave an idea of extreme beauty. 
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was t l ~ e  most picturesque one that  I saw, and had 
some resemblance, particularly a t  a distailce, to the 
representations of some Swiss cottages. It was com- 
paratively small, but, as he was of inferior rank, his 
house was of inferior size. The Soubah soon re- 
turned our call, and in all his actions evinced friend- 
ship and gentlemanly feeling. And we soon had 
reason to find that, among his superiors a t  least, we 
were not likely to meet with his like again. His 
followers were not numerous ; nor, with the exception 
of one or two who had dresses of scarlet broad cloth, 
were they clothed better than ordinarily. The popu- 
lation of the place must be considerable ; it was 
during our stay much increased by the Kanlpa 
(Tliibetian) people, who were assembling there prior 
to proceeding to Hazoo. Most of the inhabitants 
are pure Bhoteahs. Many of these were fine speci- 
mens of humall build, certainly the finest I saw in 
Bootan. They were, strange to say, in all cases civil 
and obliging. Cattle were tolerably abundant, prin- 
cipally of the species knomi in Assain by tjl1e name 
of mithan. They were taken tolerable care of, nlld 
wcre picli-eted in the village a t  night; some, pal-ti- 
cularly the bulls, were very fine and rcry gelltle. 
Ponies and nlliles mere not uncommon, but llot of 
cxt,raorcliuary merits. Pigs and fowls were abun- 
il:~nt." This aacount ma,y be taken as giving n very 
E~ir iden of what Dewangiri was, on our talzillg pos- 
sessio11 of it in 1864. General Mulcaster gave strict 
orders th:i,t thc teml>lcs were not to be interfered 
with. This very proper ii?jnnct,ion, however, was 
I I I O ~ C  ho~~onred ill the breach t#1la8n in the observ- 
:knee, evcrytllil~g a,nd plncc likely to contain anything 
of value being ransaclted ; t'he interiors of the deities 
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themselves being subjected to close examination. 
One of the temples contained a large library, consist- 
ing of several thousand volumes of sacred writings. 
In the Jungpen's house, some manuscripts in the 
Thibetian language were found. A day or two after 
our arrival a former Jungpen and three Zinkaffs 
applied for permission to settle a t  Dewangiri, a de- 
putation also of Bhotanese waited on Mr. Metcalf, 
the civil officer with the column, and requested to be 
allowed to bring their wives and children back to the 
village. 

On the 17th of December the column at  Dewangiri 
was broken up, and six companies of t3he 43rd Assam 
Light Infantry and two mountain howitzers of the 
Eurasian battery were left as a garrison under the 
command of Colonel Campbell of the 43rd. Instruc- 
tions in the meantime having been sent by Brigadier 
General Mulcaster to Colonel Richardson, command- 
ing the column starting from Goalpara, to halt at 
Sidlee until joined by him. Accordingly, on the 
above date, General Mulcaster left Dewangiri, accom- 
panied by fourteen Eurasian gunners under Captain 
Cordner of the Royal Artillery, ond two companies of 
the 43rd nncler Lieutenant Wheler, as an escort for 
two mortars that tlie General had decided on taking 
wi th  him from the camp a t  Koomrekatta. At this 
place the escort mas strengt,henecl l)y a squarlron of 
the 5th Bengnl Cavalry which had just arrived. The 
ninrch from Koomrelsatta to Sicllee occupied ten days. 
On the may several of the men, and four out of the 
nine European officers with the party, were attacked 
with the "Dooar fever." An excellent ca,mp had 
been formed a t  Sicllee by Colonel Richardson, and 
tlie day after General Mulcastcr's arrival, the right 
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celltre column marched for Bishensing, distant about 
forty-two miles ; the approach to which was very 
difficult and tedious, sometimes not more than three 
or foul. miles' progress being made in a day, owing 
to the dense and tall jungle through which paths had 
frequently to be cut. To counteract as much as pos- 
sible the effects of malaria, the troops had quinine 
given them every morning ; on the principle of pre- 
vention being better than cure, but which, I am told, 
did not seem to be attended with any marked benefit. 
By the 6th of January the column had reached within 
three marches of Bishensing, which is situated a few 
miles in the hills, up a gentle slope thickly covered 
wit'h jungle. 

On the morning of the 8th of January-, the force 
having reached a spot called Palcki Haga, on the 
bank of the Sooranbhaiiga River, within a short dis- 
tance (about four miles) of the supposed fort of Bis- 
hensing, General Mulcaster went on ahead with 
three hundred men of the 12th and 44th regillleiits of 
Native Infi~ntry, and oil arriving in front of the posi- 
tion found i t  to consist of a single stone house, occu- 
pied by a'n old Lama Priest. This was the capture of 
Bhotan Hill Fort of Bisheilsi~lg ; for 1vhic11 duty a 
fully equipl~ed coluinn, about 2,000 strong, accom- 
l'snied by 150 elephaalts, had been detailed, and llad 
re;~clled the place under circu~llsta~lces of extreme 
dificnlt,~ an(1 at great sacrifice of hea,lth. This place, 
it appca'rs was ~ised once in two or three years by the 
Ang(ln F o r n ~ ~ g  J~mgl~en ,  as a, temporary residence 
whc\n he ca;me down on a fishiilg excursion to the 
strealm tlllat flows near it. It would seen1 n llzatter of 
reglBetl tlri~t, before incurring t,he expense and trouble 
of moviilg a force through such a country, some idea 
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of the nature and importance of the position had not 
been ascertained. 

The force went into camp a t  Pakki Hagga, in the 
vicinity of the river, which is plentifully supplied 
with large fish, and some days were spent examining 
the country around. Bishensing was ascertained to 
be one edge of a lofty mountain, which runs first due 
east and then north, in the direction of Cherrung, the 
residence of a Jungpen, about thirty miles to the 
north-west. The country around Pakki Haga, and 
for some twenty-five miles to the south of it, is 
covered with timber ; some of the forests containing 
very fine specimens of teak, saul, ancl oak trees. 
Others again, seemed stunted in their growth by the 
clenseness of the bn~sh~voocl and creepers about them. 
No signs of population were seen, nor indications of 
a human habitation ever having existed. 

After a short stay a t  Palcki Magga, the right centre 
column, with the exception of the two squadrons of 
the 5th Bengal Cavalry which were sent to Jull~i- 
gorie, returned to the camp a t  Sidlee, leaving three 
companies of the 44th Native Infantry and fifty of the 
Bengal police as a garrison for Eishensing, General 
Mulcaster returning a t  the same time to Gomhatty. 

While a t  Sicllee, on the way back, the civil officer 
with the force (Mr. Metcalf) received a visit from the 
so-called Raja of Sicllee, who turned out to be a Ben- 
galee in the employment of the Ehotan Government. 
He t,old Mr. Metcalf, that though the Dooar was 
callecl Sicllee by the English, Cherrung mas the only 
name the district was known by in Bhotan-also that 
he helcl his appoint'ment by a warrant from the DP~I  
Raja, ancl was allowed to collect the rents and mttke 
as much out of the Dooar as he coulcl, on making an 
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annual payment of money, as well as tribu-te in the 
form of dried fish, cloth, and some other produce. Of 
the amount of his revenue, the number and names of 
his villages, and their relative distances, he consi- 
dered it prudent to affect ignorance. The people in 
the villages near, having been directed by some of 
his officials not to sell cattle to the troops, Mr. Met- 
calf referred to the matter. He pleaded igizorallce of 
it, but at  the same time said that  the killing of cows 
was contrary to his caste. Between Sidlee and Bis- 
hensing there is no population whatever, the wh61e 
country being one vast forest, intersected with streams 
and forests of teak and saul. At a place called Ben- 
took, seven miles to the north-west of Sidlee, there 
was the site of a deserted village, in the neighbour- 
hood of which the jungle grass was so high as to con- 
ceal even the elephants accompanyiilg the column. 

The annexation of the Dooars of Beiigal and Assaiii, 
as well as the hill posts by which they are erroileously 
supposed to be commanded, being completed, the 
Government of India issued orders for the breaking 
up of the Dooas field force early in February. The 
intention being to withdraw most of the rep la1  
regirnents, and leave the occupation of the country 
chiefly to the Bengal Police Battalion (origina,lly 
aboud 800 strong) that had accompanied the expedi- 
tion. A few ~ava~lry posts however were to be esta- 
Mishrd between the advanced positions in the hills 
alnd tElc froutiers of Bellgal, Coocli Behar, and Assam. 
A l~a~n~cmcn t s  were a,lso 1n:ltle for the civil govern- 
ment of the newly annexccl territory, by dividing i t  
illto districts under Deputy Coniinissioners. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Rumours of an Attack on Dewangiri-Warnings receired by the Garrison 
-The Attack takes place by a Force under the Tongso Penlow and 
is  repulsed - Death of Lieutenant U r q u a r t  Thibetian Element i11 
the Force.-The Attack resumed-The Garrison evacuates the Posi- 
tion and retreats to the Plains-Details connected with the Toi~gso 
Penlow's Force-The Bishensing Post attacked by the Bhotanesc- 
Buxa threatened-Attack on Balla-The British Force repulsed and 
retires - Chnmoorch~e threatened - Reinforcements ordered to the 
Dooars-Change in the Commands-Disposition of the Reinforcements. 

WHILE everything thus seemed over, and the force 
on the eve of breaking up, the Bhotanese were making 
preparations to attack the whole line of hill posts 
from Chamoorchee to Dewangiri ; ample warnings of 
which were given a t  the latter place, but for some 
unaccountable reason, no attention seems to have 
been paid them. Amongst other information war- 
rantecl to create suspicion, the following statement 
was made about the middle of January by a Bhotan- 
ese boy of fourteen years of age, named Bundoo, who 
lrad been employed by the Jungpen of the place, 
hoking after the cattle which had been removed from 
Dewangiri on the approach of the force. The Jung- 
pen it appeared retired to Saleeka, a village about 
two days' march from Dewangiri, and from there 
wrote to the Tongso Penlow, informing him of what 
had occurred, and asking for instructions. A reply 
to this letter was received about the end of December 
1864, to the effect that the Penlow of Tongso would 
hinlself arrive at  Saleelta with reinforcements within 
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nhle days, and that he would bring about six hundred 
lnell with him. This information the boy had gathered 
fro111 conversations he had heard amonst the Jung- 
pen's followers, shortly before he left Saleeka, which 
he did secretly ; for the purpose of rejoillillg his 
relatives at  Dewangiri, to which place they had re- 
turned. He  also stated that  the Jungpen had ar 
picket of about a hundred Inen on the Tongso road, 
about half way between Saleeka and Dewangiri, and 
that there was a similar guard on one of the passea 
running to the north-east of the hill, from which the 
British garrison procured its water by a wooden 
aqueduct. 

Warnings received from the local peasantry fully 
corroborated what this boy said with reference to there 
being indications of an impending attack. Iil addi- 
tion to all, a letter was sent into the camp by the 
Tongso Penlow, but as it was in Thibetian, no one 
at  Dewangiri could read i t ;  no interpreter in that 
language being attached to the force. The letter 
consecllieiitly had to be sent on to Darjeeling, a dis- 
tance of two hundred miles, for translation by Cheeboo 
Lama. It proved to be a ca~ition to the officer coni- 
manding fro111 the Tongso Pelow to evacuakc Dewan- 
giri within a week from the date of its receipt, other- 
wise that he would adopt coliipulsory iiiensnres. 

On the night of the 29th January 1865, the De- 
wangiri gal?-ison retired to rest entertaining no fears 
with reference to the proximity of da,nger. The camp 
faced tJhc north, the following being its asmugenlent,. 
011 the extreme right the company of Roorkie Sappers 
(Seilr'x) was encamped, next to it the six colnpanies 
of tlw 4:Ir(l Assaan Light Inf~ntry ,  and on the left, 
a little in front, was I l ~ e  Jungpcn's honee occupied 

0 2 
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by some officers and the Bengal Police ; the artillery 
being encamped on a small mound about a hundred 
and %ty yards in front of the centre of the camp. 
About five o'clock on the morning of the 30th, it 
being still dark, a noise was suddenly heard in the 
camp as if cattle had got loose and were running 
about. Lieutenants Storey and Peet of the 43rd 
occupying the same tent were awoke by it, and almost 
immediately afterwards, they heard the ropes of their 
tent being cut. On looking out, they saw the Bhot- 
anese cutting the tent ropes in the vicinity, and had 
just time to make their escape to the opposite side of 
the camp, when the attack upon it became general. 
The Eurasian Artillerymen stood to their guns and 
the troops fell in opening fire in the direction where 
they thought the Bhotanese were most exposed. They 
were thus kept in check until day dawned. As soon 
as their position could be made out, Colonel Campbell, 
who was a t  the time suffering from fever, charged 
them with the 43rd and the Sappers, and drove them 
off, though tjhey helcl their ground for some time anc! 
fought with consiclerable obstinacy from behind rocks. 
They also attackeel the Jungpen's house, but were 
clriven off by the Police in charge of it commanded 
by Mr. Savi. 

Early in the attaclc, Lieutenant Urquart of the 
Royal Engineers was killecl by a large jingal bullet, 
which severed his femoral artery. He fell into the 
arms of one of his men and bled to cleath before he 
coulcl be brought within the reach of surgicad  i id. 
Had the sapper known that tying a ha,ndkerchief or 
piece of calico round the leg iinmediatcly above the 
seat of the injury, anel tightening it by passing his 
rmiroci underneath i t  ancl turning i t  round once or 
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twice, would have arrested the bleeding and given 
time for the surgeon to be found, the probabilities are 
that this officer's life might have been saved.* The 
other casualties were Lieutenant Storey, adjutant of the 
43rd, wounded, four men killed and thirty-one wounded. 

The attack was conducted by the Tongso Penlow in 
person. His Secretary, described as an exceedingly 
fine old man, was mortally wounded in the chest and 
taken prisoner. Before his death he was made to 
translate into Assamese some papers that  were found 
upon him. They proved to be details connected with 
the distribution and provisioning of the force the 
Tongso Penlow had brought with him. 

The loss of the Bhotanese was estimated a t  about 
sixty men, many of the wounded were remarkably 
fair coinplexioned men for orientals, and from in- 
quiries made it was pretty well ascertained that a 
considerable proportion of the attacking force were 
Tlzibetians from the district called Kainpa, stated by 
Captain Pemberton to be the only portion of Thibet 
that the Bhotanese have any intimate acquaintance 
with.? They are the class of Tliibetiaizs also, who for 
years ha,ve carried on trade at  a certain period of the 
yeas wit'li both Bellgal and Assam-the great places 
of annual resort having been in former years Rung- 
pore and Hazoo ; the latter a village in Lower Assaln 

* A cnsc of this kind ia s11~g~s t ivc ,  that-as thc  minds of solrlicrs 
11ow-a-(lays arc, i l l  th(1 coursts of t11~ mnskt.try instruction they untlrrgo, 
a ~ l l r t l  011 to ~ r : ~ p p l ( \  with .qt~rc~r:~l f:icts ill  phgsicnl scicncr, sl1~11 for 
inst:lnt,c a s  rthcc,xni.;inq in the, F,~~fic,lil 1111llc.t tllcy fir,,, "1111 t~longntcd 
cyli~ldro-conoitl:~l cbxl):intling ~vwjt-c~tilt, "-the i~npnrt i i>g of the la~onlcclgo 
to ~oltlicrq t11:it r011qtric(il1g n l imb in thc  nlmlncr rcfcnrrc.tl to  iil)ovo 
will :lrrtbqt l~n?n~o~'r l~: i f i t~ ,  migllt not  provc an altogelhcr usclcss task 011 

tlli~ir 11ic-n~oricts 011 nctivr s ( ' rv ic~ .  
t SIV. notr, 13. 7. 
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about six miles from the northern bank of the Ber- 
hampooter. 

Though the Bhotanese had been repulsed, they 
were by no means defeated inasmuch as they con- 
tinued to hover about the camp harassing the gar- 
rison at  intervals for the three following days. They 
succeeded also in cutting off the supply of water 
which was conducted into camp by a bamboo aclue- 
duct from a spring about a mile and a half distant. 
On the 3rd of February, they threw up a stockade 
within jingal range (about six hundred yards) of the 
camp, and during the night succeeded in getting 
possession of the mouth of the Durungah Pass, cutting 
off communication by it with the plains. The troops 
Tere now getting very short of water, the only source 
of supply being a small and imperfectly fed spring 
which had become nearly dry, and it was deemed 
impracticable, with the force then available, to dis- 
lodge the Bhotanese from the position they had talcen 
up comniancling the water supplying tlie a,cjneduct, 
Colonel C~tmpbell had writtcn on the 30th of January 
to General Mulcaster, then a t  Gowhatty, asking for 
reinforcements. The latter wrote back to say that 
he considerecl the force a t  the time a t  Detvangiri, as 
ample for the defence of the place. Colonel Campbell 
continued to represent his position daily so long as 
the pass remained open, and as his ammunition was 
mnning short, a supply of 25,000 rounds was dis- 
patched escorted by thirty-six men of the 12th Na- 
tive Infantry. This party however on reaching the 
pass found it in possession of the enemy, ancl the 
officer commanding it (Captain Cunliffe) pntde~~tcly 
cletermine(1 not to risk so large a quantity of ammu- 
nition fa811ing into the hands of the Bliotanese, and 
retirecl to Koomrekatta. 



CH. X. EVACUATION OF DEWANGIRT. 

On the 4th of Pebruaiy, as the camp of the De- 
wangiri garrison was completely commanded by the 
stockade which had been thrown up, and as it was 
with the greatest difficulty that any water could be 
procured, Colonel Campbell made up his mind to 
evacuate the place that night and retreat to the plaills 
by another opening in the hills known as the Libra 
Pass, and which communicated by by-paths with 
both the Durungah and another pass to the westward.* 
The following preparations were made for the retreat, 
250 men of the 43rd were told off to carry and escort the 
sick and wounded, 50 to carry the guns (two twelve- 
pounder Howitzers), and the remainder of the force, 
about 200 men, to form the advanced and rear guards. 

At one o'cloclr on the morning of the 5th of Fe- 
bruary, the place was silently evacuated, and tthe 
troops commenced their march covered by the pickets 
who kept up a fire to divert the enemy's attention. 
The main column unfortunately lost its way, a,nd the 
extreme difficulty of the position in which the men 
were placed produced a sort of panic, which caused 
the retreat to become one of extreme disorder, in 
the course of which some of the wounded were left 
behind in the coizfulsion, and the guns abandonecl. 
With reference to the latter occunrence, it is but fair 
to state that when the illen of the 43rd refused t,o 
carry the guns any longer, the Eurasian gumners. 
about twcnty in nlnnber accompanying them, nia(1e 
an attempt to bring thein on, but were unequlal to 
doing so, and under tllc direction of their officer 
(C:laptJaJn Coclzburn, R. A.) , threw tllem down a 1<11nd, 
a s  the rnvilles in the Hima,lsyas are called, to prevent 

* 1)cm-nnglri is t l ~ r  tcrminns of fir(, passes; tlic Dumngnli being t h r  
ccnlrct one. 
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them falling into the enemy's hands. This mode of 
disposing of them, however, was not successful, as the 
guns were found by the Bhotanese and they are now 
in the possession of the Tongso Penlow a t  his seat 
of government in the interior. 

The troops succeeded, after many difEculties and 
dangers encountered in the dark, in getting clear of 
the hills and finding their way to the camp a t  Koom- 
rekatta, officers and men having lost everything they 
possessed except what they marched in. A few men 
fell into the hands of the Bhotanese, two of whom 
had been severely wounded in the attack on the 30th 
of January. The immunity from pursuit which the 
garrison enjoyed is attributable to the Bhotanese hav- 
ing, on discovering the evacuation of the place which 
they dicl two hours afterwards, devoted themselves in 
the first instance to appropriating the property which 
had been left behind. 

Shortly after the evacuation, the Tongso Penlom 
sent a letter clown to the camp a t  Koomrekatta, in- 
quiring a.fter the health of the Bhotanese prisoners 
that  were with the force, and informing the British 
that the prisoners belonging to them, which he had, 
were in a satisfactory state. He also enclosed some 
money to cover any expenses which might be incurred 
in sending him a reply. 

The impression formed of the Tongso Penlow by 
officers who served a t  Dewangiri, I find to be by 
no means of an unfavourable nature, notwithstanding 
his unseemly behaviour to Mr. Eclen. He nppcars ill 
the moment of victory to have behaved with consider- 
able forbearance, and there is no proof of any of the 
prisoners having been badly used. He also invariably 
treated the messengers who were sent up froin the 
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camp a t  Koomrelcatta with kindi~ess, fed them well 
and generally gave them a small present, though he 
would not allow them to come into the stockade. 

The evacuation of Dewangiri has been somewhat 
harshly criticised, and the conduct of the 413rd Assaln 
Light Infantry censured with more asperity perhaps 
than fairness. The men behaved well enough on 
every occasion that they were brought face to face 
with the enemy, but considering the peculiar circum- 
stances under which they were placed, retreating in 
the dar11: through a wild and mountainous country, 
by pathways that they were igaoralzt of, with a 
numerous eneiny in their immediate rear, that  they 
should have become panic-stricken, admits of much 
extenuation-and it must be borne in mind, that  
panics are occurrences that no bodies of men, how- 
ever good their antecedents may have been, can be 
altogether warranted as free from the liability to-and 
of which an illustration so recently occurred in New 
Zealand. The 43rd Assam Light Infantry moreover, 
until the Bhotan expedition, never previously had 
the advantage of acting as a regiment ; the coi-ps 
having been broken up ever since its formation into 
small detachments scattered over Lower Assain, and 
which were hurriedly collected a t  Gowllatty to form 
a portion of the field force. 

The susl~icion that the Tongso Penlow had pro- 
cured assistance from beyond the frontiers of Bhotan 
was flluy confirlned by facts subsequently ascertained, 
and the following information having reference there- 
to a1)peaxecl in the " Calcutta Englishman." " Our late 
ellcouiltler with t,he Bllooteas has shown us-lst, that  
tlley can collect a far stronger force of Inen than we 
ever g:Lve them credit for ; 2nd, that they have a good 
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system of military organization ; 3rd, that they have 
larger resources in the shape of food in the interior 
than we were led to believe ; 4kh, that they are as 
soldiers cool under fire, but they cannot stand close 
quarters or hand to hand fighting ; 5th, that they 
are admirable marksmen, both with fire-arms and 
bows, and that the former have a longer range than 
the plain firelocks of our infantry. It is probable 
that no small portion of the Tongso Penlow's territory 
has 'wen indented on for the supply of this force. All 
those concerned in the fighting of the 30th January 
and the 3rd of February at Dewangiri, agree in stating 
that the enemy aggregated about 5,000 men. This 
large number was composed ; lst, of fighting men ; 
2nd. Oubas or Porters ; 3rd, Lopas or coolies ; 
4th, Musicians or Servants. The men of the first class 
were fair and large limbed, from that division of 
Bhootan (Thibet) called Kampa. Of these there were 
probably not more than 1500 men. They were armed 
with jingals. The Porters were employed in carrying 
away the wounded which they do on their backs. The 
:ird class carry the provisions which are tied up in 
cloth on their backs. These two divisions also build 
stockades and carry up timber. The last division 
plant standarcls and blow horns to excite the com- 
batants. Each fighting man carries, in the fold of 
his dress, a circular powder flask containing from 100 
to 150 bullets, about three seers (six pounds) of rice 
ancl clried meat, and in addition to this froin ten to  
twenty stones of a size sufficient to stun a man. 
Their plan of attack is this. First to choose a crest 
overlooking the position to be attacked. The con- 
formation of the Bhoota,n mountains appears to be 
one hump above another joined by narrow ridges 
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covered with dense jungle. The crest which is gene- 
rd ly  ascended in perfect silence during the night, is 
at  once stockaded by felling trees and closing up the 
spaces with branches. The stockade is about twelve 
feet square and six feet feet four inches in height. 
Starting from this stockade, they descend the ridge, 
cutting a pathway and closing up tlie sides. On an- 
other crest a second stockade is established till the 
position to be attacked is completely surrounded. 
The besieged are then harassed till they give in, it 
may be a matter of days or weeks. But this appears 
to be their plan of action. Their Rajas (Chiefs) 
also take part in the contest. During the fighting atl 
Dewangiri, there were frequent duels between our 
officers and the Bhootan Chiefs in which the former 
were not always victorious, although armed with 
rifles against arrows. Some of the men who were 
killed, had circular pieces of bamboo 011 the top of 
their helmets. These were covered with cloth and 
gave the men the appearance of being gigantic." The 
writer of these remarks, it will have been observed, 
is unaware that Kampa is in Thibet, and not a, portion 
of the Tongso Penlom's territory. If as asserted, 
these inen came from Kampa, the aid must have been 
given by some Thibetian local authority on friendly 
t e r m  with the Tongso Penlow. There is no doubt' 
t l~n~t  the men had coine a considerable distance, ac- 
corcling to what coulcl be ascertained from those who 
fell intlo our hands, upwards of n month's march. 

The attack on Dewangiri was but one of a series 
of delnon~tra~tions made about the same tinle along 
tllc whole line of hill posts to Chamoorchee. On the 
25tll of Jam~a~ry Risliel~sing was attaokcd by several 
Imnclred men, wllose approach, owing to thc dense- 
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nesa of the jungle, was not noticed until they appeared 
in front of the stockade that  was in course of con- 
struction for our troops. They were however beaten 
off by the three companies of the 44th Sylet Light 
Infantry stationed there, with trifling loss ; two men 
only being wounded, and both of them with arrows. 
The Bhotanese are believed to have lost several men. 

On the 26th of January a t  three o'clock in the 
morning, the post a t  Buxa was threatened, but the 
Ghoorkas stationed there, discovered the advance of 
the Bhotanese in time to save their pickets from being 
cut off. They then came down to the vicinity of the 
position but retired on the Ghoorka detachment open- 
ing fire. At day-break they were discovered on the 
summit of a neighbouring hill, commanding the road 
leading into the interior. They were immediately 
attacked and driven from their position, where they 
had commenced to construct a stone breastwork 
across the road. 

Early on the morning of the 27th January, Taza- 
gong, the stockaded post in the Balls Pass, occupied 
by a detachment of 50 men of the l l t h  Native In- 
fantry under Lieutenant Millett was attacked. The 
Bhotanese advanced with great determination, and 
endeavoured to force their way into the stockade. 
The detachment of the l l t h  behaved with great 
steadiness ancl repulsed them, losing one sepoy killed 
and six wounded. The loss of the Bhotanese was 
not h o w n .  With the exception of one man found 
dead underneath one of the loop-holes of the stockade, 
no indications of casualties were seen, and i t  was 
consequently inferred that they had removed their 
killed and wounded. 

As a t  Dewangiri, the Bhotanese however were not 
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discouraged by their repulse, but proceeded to con- 
struct a stockade comnlanding the one occupied by 
the troops a t  Tazagong, and soon made it so hot for 
them that Colonel Watson who had arrived with re- 
inforcements from the plains determined to dislodge 
them. Accordingly on the 4th of February he ad- 
vanced against the stockade with a force of infantry, 
two Armstrong guns and a mortar, and after engag- 
ing the eneiny for a couple of hours found it imprac- 
ticable to dislodge them, and retired with a loss of 
Lieutenant Millett killed, Lieutenant Cameron Royal 
Artillery mortally wounded and several men of the 
11th Native Infantry killed and wounded. 

At t,he same time that these attacks were occurring 
Chamoorchee was also threatened. The pass was 
held by a detachment of 150 of the Bengal Police, 
one of the sentries of which was attacked a t  night 
and cut down. Major Pughe commanding. the Police 
force proceeded to Chamoorchee and finding the 
Bliotanese to be in a strong position behind stone 
entrenchments, considered the force at  his disposal 
unequal to driving then1 out, and applied to Briga- 
dier-General Dunsford for a sinall rehlforcement. 
Accordingly 150 of the 30th Puiljaubees a,nd two 
mortars under the command of Captain Huxhaln 
30th Punjaubces mas sent off to co-operate with the 
Policc. The place was a t  once attacked and the 
Bhotaacsc driven out. They returned however, as 
~ o o n  as tllc troops retired to the plains, and re-ocm- 
picd tllc cntrenchinent, which was so situated as llot 
to sdlriit of being held by us. The Bengd Police 
rlctnelnnrnt however continned to hold the original 
positioll in which it llrtd been placed, alld the Bllotaa- 
cse collfined tllelnselves to their own entrenchment. 

011 {lie ~ ~ J V S  of the unexpected c1langc matters had 
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taken in Bhotan reaching Calcutta, immediate pre- 
parations were made for recovering our prestige which 
had been tarnished a t  Dewangiri and Balla, as well 
as for strengthening the posts remaining in our hands. 
Two Batteries of Royal Artillery-the one from Meerut, 
the other from Calcutta, the 55th Regiment from 
Lucknow and the Head Quarters of the 80th Regi- 
ment from Dum Dum were ordered to the north- 
eastern frontier without delay-also the 19th, 29th 
and 31st Regiments of Punjaub Infantry. Being an 
addition to the large force already in the Dooars, of 
about 1300 British Infantry, 160 Royal Artillerymen 
and 2,000 Native Infantry. 

A change in the command was a t  the same time 
made, Brigadier-General Tombs C.B., V.C., com- 
inanding a t  Gwa;lior was appointed to the command 
on the right in place of Brigadier-General Mulcaster, 
who reverted to his former command in Assam, and 
Brigadier-General Frazer Tytler, C.B., was nominated 
to succeed Brigadier-General Dunsford, C.B., on the 
left ; ill health compelling that officer to resign and 
leave the Dooars. 

During the latter portion of February 1865, great 
activity prevailed at  Calcutta in getting the necessary 
arrangements made for the conveyance of munitions 
of war and for the transport of the troops to the 
two Brign,(Ies of the Dooar field force. The 3rd 
Eattery of the 25th Brigade Royal Artillery, the Head- 
Quarters of t,he 55th Regiment and the 29th Punjaub 
I n f ~ ~ n t r y  were ordered to Gowhatty to operate againstl 
Dewangiri, while the 7th Battery 22nd Brigade Royal 
Artillery, the left wing of the 55th Regiment, the 
Head-Quarters of the 80th Regiment, with thc 19th 
and 31st Regiments of Punjanb Infailtry were detailed 
to join the Brigade on the Left. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

The Author starts with the 80th Regiment for the north-castern Fron- 
tier- Jowney from Calcutta to Colgong-Difficulties encountered on 
tlle Ganges--Arrival a t  Carragola-Grooming an Elephant in the 
Ganges-Thibetian Traclers - The Dawk Bungalow - The Snowy 
Range of the Hiinalayns-Method of tracking Boats-Arrival of the 
12th Punjaubees and Left Wing of the 65th Regiment-Nature of the 
Land Transport p ro~ ided  for the Troops-The Trillage of Carragol~e 
--Unhygienic mode of prerentil~g Milk souring. 

AT noon on the 23rd of February I received a copy 
of a General Order by the Commander-in-Clef, di- 
recting nly transfer fro111 the medical charge of the 
54th Regiment, then in Fort William, to that of the 
80th Regiment ; the colnpletioil of the equipment of 
which for field service, requiring that it should be in 
medical charge of an officer of the rank of staff- 
surgeon : the surgeon of the corps being a t  the time 
abseut 011 sick leave in England. The 'same day the 
80th Reginlent Inarched into Calcutta from Dun1 
Dum, and at  half-past seven in the evening I joined 
it at  the terlninus of the East Indian Railway a t  
Howrall, on the bank of the Hooghly opposite Cal- 
cutta. A scene of great confusion prevailed inside 
tllc station where the men of the regiment were 
working in fatigue parties, getting the field equiyage 
stowed nwa~y in the railway waggons, ill the course of 
which, ~nn~lcing free use of very expressive language 
towilrds thc native servants connected with the rail- 
way : tllcir colour adinitting of an additional expletive 
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being added to the combination most approved of by 
the British soldier. 

The train, a special one, was to have started alt 
half-past eight for Colgong on the Ganges, 245 miles 
from Calcutta. It did not however get away until 
half-past eleven. At seven o'clock the following 
morning, it reached Lynthea, a fine open plain 120 
miles from Calcutta, which had been lately used as 
an encamping ground for time-expired soldiers, wait- 
ing for their passages to England. At nine A.M., 

the train reached Nal Hattie station, where it halted 
twenty minutes, to allow the officers time to break- 
fast at a small refreshment establishment attached to 
the station. The men had cooked provisions in their 
haversacks, and breakfasted in the carriages. The 
next halt was made at Sahibgunge 220 miles from 
Calcutta, where the railway meets the Ganges. Here 
there is a standing camp, where drafts corning out 
from England halt for the clay, after their first night's 
journey up country by railway. Some miles beyond 
Sahibgunge the train passed underneath the remains 
of the fort of Tileagunge, situated near the Rqj- 
~nahal hills. In  former years it was close to the 
banks of the Ganges, but is now some distance off; 
owing to recession of the river. The Rajas to whom 
it belonged, used to levy a sort of black mail on boats 
ns they passed up and clown thc Ganges. I t  fell 
about the same time that the battle of Plassy was 
fought, and exists now only aB a ruin. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon, the train renchecl 
Colgong, a large village close to the Ganges. Here 
t'he regiment was transferred to native boats for con- 
veyance to Ca,rragola, a la.nding-place on the opposite 
bank of the Ganges, twenty milcs clown, in the direc- 
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tion of Sahibgunge. This somewhat roundabout 
route having been adopted owing to the difficulty 
of getting a large number of men with baggage 
across from the latter place against a strong running 
tide. From Carragola the regiment was to march 
105 miles due north through Purneah as far as 
Titalyah, in the Rungpore district, on the north- 
eastern frontier. Here the five companies consti- 
tuting the head-quarters were to become a Wing, and 
proceed to Mynagoorie in the Dooars ; Colonel 
Hawkes, the regimental staff, colours and band 
going on fifty-five iniles further, to Darjeeling in 
the Himalayas ; the left wing already a t  that station 
becoming the head-quarter one, and the officer a t  the 
time coinmandiizg it (Major Hardinge) being trans- 
ferred to the command of the Wing detailed for the 
Dooars. The 7th Battery of the 2211d Brigade Royal 
Artillery was also ordered to Dai-jeeling. 

By midnight on the 24th of February the 80th 
Regiment and its baggage was on the Ganges. 
Shortly afterwards heavy rain set in, against wllich 
the matting coverings of the boats proved but an 
indifferent protection, both men and baggage getting 
soa,ked. Towards morning a strong breeze set in 
right ahead, which prevented the boats keepillg 
together, alnd ~ltiina~tely resulted in several of then1 

fast in the mud near the banks of the river, 
while the reinaiitder had to anchor. The boa,t I was in 
got aground about eight iniles above Carragola. The 
coloncl and officers who were in it got out and f ~ l -  
lowed the conrse of the river until we rcached Car- 
ratgola. On t,he way two or threc of the boats were 
passcd stuck fast in the sand ; tlle soldiers out of 
tlhem cndcavouri~ig to draw bhein along. 

P 
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The men being without provisions, and there being 
but a poor chance of their getting into Carragola 
that. day, Colonel Hawkes made arrangements with 
the commissariat officer a t  the place, for the dispatch 
up the river of such food as i t  was practicable, under 
the circumstances, to supply the men with, and 
which had to  be confined to bread and rum. A 
sufficiency for each mail was accordingly put on 
board a light boat, under the charge of some of the 
officers, with orders to communicate with each of the 
stranded and weather-bound boats. 

Towards sundown a few of the boats most in 
advance succeeded in reaching Carragola, and as I 
was stancling on the bank of the river, looking at the 
men tracking them against the strong wind still 
blowing, I had the opportunity of watching the 
grooming of an elephant in the Ganges, which is 
effected much after the manner in which ships' decks 
are scn~bbecl by the process called holy-stoning, the 
animal being partially immersed in the water, and 
his hide vigorously rubbed by a piece of brick. 
His docility was remarkable, every order of the 
mahout being obeyed with alacrity; and it was 
curious to observe the variety of positions he assumed, 
so as to bring the different aspects of his body 
within convenient distance of the water to admit 
of the holystoning process being efficiently carried 
out. 

Near the landing-place a small party of the 
Kampa traders from Thibet had their tent pitched, 
~ n c l  their goocls collected under it. They had come 
clown thus far to the plains in hopes of bartering 
their mares for arms and ammunition, but found that, 
tracling in these commodities was a t  the time inter- 
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dieted; consequent on the hostilities going on with 
Bhotan. One of the party was a woman, the picture 
of happiness and good nature. Her featureswere 
comely, and she would not have been bad-looking 
but for some rouge with which she had disfigured 
herself by smearing it over her cheeks and forehead. 
Her hair was plaited into two tails, which hung 
down her back in the same manner as was the 
hshion sonle twenty years ago amongst the young 
ladies of the West. Her outer clothing consisted 
of a robe made of purple-coloured woollen stuff, and 
her shoes resembled those of the Chinese in shape, 
but mere contii~uous, with a sort of stockings or 
leggings made of woollen ~naterial, silnilar to her 
outer garment. On one arm she wore a portioii of a 
large shell as a bracelet, and round her head a 
double row of red coral beads, arranged alterilately 
with rounded pieces of malachite. The men, wit11 
the exception of wearing woollen clothing, and 
having their shoes and stoclcii~gs in one, reminded 
me much of the Chinese.* Their features were very 
similar, and they wore the same slnnll round-topped 
felt hat, tunled up a t  the brim, which is worn by the 
peasantry all over the north of China. 

It rained heavily a t  intei-vals all day, a,nd in t,lle 
evening we dined a t  thc dawk bungalow-trhe first 
of a series of resting-houses for travellers, est:~blisl~ed 
by thc Government, at  distaaces averaging r~bout~ 
twenty-five miles from each other along the road to 
Darjeeling. They are placed in charge of native 
servants, and usuadly contain four small rooms, two 

* C:tlico thickly qui1tc.d wit11 wadding is the cold-wcatlier drcss of the 
loncr  ortlcrs of t l ~ r  Cl~ inr . ;~ .  Tlivir shocs rind stoclii11g.s also, arc  distinct: 
the l i ~ t t r r  being. likc.wise of c;rlic-o. 
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being set apart for female and two for male travellers. 
Any person travelling can claim shelter in one of 
these houses for twenty-four hours, but not longer, 
paying for the same one rupee. The servants 
attached to the bungalow can be required to cool< 
such provisions as t ra~ellers  may bring with them- 
they paying for the cost of the firewood, or they can 
be furnished by the head servant, lmown as the 
Khansamah, with such food as the place supplies; 
in which case, according to the rule laid down in the 
Government regulations hung up in each bungalow, 
the traveller is supposed to submit to whatever 
charge is made. This is the theory, but the prac- 
tice is, as a general rule, that  the traveller pays 
whatever he likes, and sometimes not at  all, but in 
lieu gives the Khansamah a beating for making an 
overcharge. These dawk bungalows are Govern- 
ment institutions along all the main routes in India, 
and are, notwithstanding the many defects and in- 
conveniences connected with them, such as want of 
repair, absence of supplies, presence of snakes, &c., 
a source of great convenience to the traveller, and 
the want of which would be much missed, though, 
as a general rule, abuse is pretty freely lavishecl upon 
them, jndging from the remarks in the books in 
which travellers enter their nameg, date of arrival 
and departure, and the amount paid the Kliansamah 
for lodging, appending in a column for remarks any 
expressions of satisfaction, or the cont,rasy, that it is 
wished to place on record. Advo,nta,ge, it is to be 
regretted, is frequently taken of this to append in- 
decent observations ancl offensive personal itics to 
names appearing in the books, ancl upon which there 
is no check, as they are a t  the command of whoever 
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comes to the bungalows, and the native servants are 
in ignorance of what is entered in them. 

After dinner I went down to the river and slept in 
one of the boats, so as to be a t  hand in the event of 
troop-boats coming in during the night, in which 
there might be sick men; the dawk bungalows 
being about half a mile from where the boats were 
arriving and the men going into camp. The rain 
fell in torrents, the boat leaked both above and 
below, and I, in colnlllon with others, was glad when 
morning came to again find shelter in the dawlr 
bungalow, iit~nierous as its shortcomings were. 
Heavy rain fell the greater portion of the 26th of 
February, acconipanisd by thunder and vivid liglit- 
11111g. 

At two o'clock the horizon cleared for a short 
time to the northward, and disclosed the top of the 
silowy range of the Hiinalaya mountains, distant 
upwards of 200 miles, a sight rarely seen from so far 
down in the plains, except inlmediately after heavy 
rains, when the atnlosphere suddenly assumes for a 
short time a character of unusual clearness. Con- 
sidering the vastness of the distance, and the perfect 
distinctness with which the snow-covered peaks were 
seen, one could not but be str~iclc with more than 
nsual wonder at the power and perfection of the 
huinan cye. These snowy peaks can occssioilally be 
see11 from even a greater distance than Carragola, 
being now and thcn visible from the plains of Beagal, 
011 the opposite side of the Ganges, as far as Bhau- 
g ~ ~ l l ~ ) r ~ ,  s distance, as the crow flies, of 220  mile^. 
One of the pealcs seen was that of Kenchinjmlga, in 
Silciin, 28,177 feet, now recognized as the highest 
lnonntain in the world. 
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During the day troop-boats arrived from time to 
time, the men wet, cold, and hungry- their tents and 
bedding saturated from the heavy rain to which they 
had been exposed in the badly-covered boats. As 
several of the boats were still missing, a further 
supply of bread and rum was sent up the river for 
the relief of the men in them, and the 26th of 
February closed with the unsatisfactory intelligence 
that  the whole of No. 6 Company, the boat with the 
officers' baggage, and the greater portion of the 
hospital equipment, were still out in the river, the 
wind continuing to blow with such strength as to 
render the tracking of the boats down impracticable. 

The mode of tracking boats on the Ganges is 
much the same as that followed on the banks of the 
Peiho. A rope is attached to the top of the mast, 
and two or three men harness themselves to it, each 
man making fast two smaller ropes to the main one, 
the end of the one being secured to a piece of thick 
bamboo, which is held perpendicularly against the 
right shoulcler, and traction applied in that way, 
while the end of the other rope is held ill the left 
hand, and adclitional force thus brought to bear. In 
China the boatmen harness themselves on to the 
main rope passed from the mast-head to tlie river 
bank, also by two smaller ropes, but they attach the 
ends to a piece of flat wood, which they place across 
their chests, and consequently bring a greater and 
more steady force into play than can be attained by 
the method under description. 

I n  the course of the day a portion of the 19th 
Punjaub Infantry arrived from Colgong, their boats 
having been fort~znate enough to avoid getting 
ngrouiltl. Owing to the wet rendering i t  difficult 
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for the men to pitch their tents they were kept in 
their boats for the day. This regiment was on its 
way to join the column in course of formation to 
attack Balls, from which the Bhotanese had suc- 
ceeded in expelling our troops as effectually as they 
did a t  Dewangiri. 

By degrees the men of the 80th were got under 
cover, the tents being pitched on a sandy patch on 
the bank of the river as they arrived ; such of them 
as were unprovided with covering were sheltered 
during the heavy showers that fell hl the course of 
the day in some native sheds in the neighbourhood of 
the encamping ground. 

After a very stormy night, the morning of the 27th 
of February promised something better, and cleared 
up into a fine day, bringing with it a definite pro- 
spect of the regiment getting out of Carragola; as 
the missing conlpany arrived in the forenoon, the 
Left Wing of the 55th Regiment arriving a t  the same 
iiine e n  rou te  to Cooch Behar, the portion of the 
frontier for which it lzad been detailed. 

The day was occupied drying bedding and clothing, 
cleaning arms, &c., and in the afternoon a portion of 
the baggage was packed i11 hackeries, or small 
country carts, fol-ined of a light balnboo frame, 
drawn by two little bullocks. Several hundred of 
these carts were a t  the time collected a t  Carragola 
for the land transport of the troops proceeding to 
tJlle sent of war. They were not well suited for the 
pllrpose, being too sin:~11, and otllelwise unadapted 
for the conveyance of field equipment. I11 addition 
the service was one of compulsion to  their owners, 
;laid particlllarly distaatef~~l, notwithstanding that a 
fair rate of daily rcllluiierntion was allowed them, 
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and steady employment secured for the greater por- 
tion of a month. The exigencies of the Government, 
however, required transport, and the duty of the 
district officials was to collect it from all the sur- 
rounding villages, irrespective of the extent of in- 
convenience to which the agricultural population 
might be exposed by being deprived of their means 
of local conveyance a t  a season of the year when it 
was much wanted by them. These hackeries were 
to  go as far as the nature of the country admitted of 
their travelling over, namely, about 140 miles, re- 
ceiving eight annas (one shilling) per diem, and 
return hire a t  the rate of four annas per diem, each 
day's journey being calculated a t  sixteen miles. 
About 3,000 of these hackeries mere collected and 
made available a t  difl'erent times for the purposes of 
the Bliotan expedition, consequent on the Dewan- 
giri and Balla disasters. How far the owners had 
reasonable grounds for objecting to the lcincl of ser- 
vice their carts and bullocks were pressed hito will 
shortly be made apparent. 
I11 the afternoon of the 27th of February the 

orders mere issued for the regiment marching at  five 
o'clock the following morning, and such of the bag- 
gage carts as were packed were started off ahead 
for the first encamping ground along with the calnp 
colour-men.* As soon as they began to move, the 

* The  ramp c o l o ~ ~ r - m ~ n  a rc  soldirrs, I I ~ I I ~ ~ I ~  tllc pioncrrs, who go on 
;ilirud to th r  next, cancxmpinz gronnd, wllrn ;L rrginlrsnt is on tlir nl:lrc.ll, 
ant1 intlicatc. l)y fl:igs the position3 on wllic.11 t110 Irnts  :Ircb to I,r pitcllt,(l, 
when th1.y arr i rc  on the ground. This  n.onlcl scvm a vrry 0111 priicticl', 
in:tsmurll ns in Ar lams '~  "Roman lintiqllititbs," tlt,scril,i~lg qoltlicrs 011 hll' 
march, it i q  st;ited, "Wl i rn  they came near t h ~  pl i~cr  of ~ I I C : L ~ ~ I I ~ I C ~ ~ ,  
Honic t r i b r ~ n ~ s  and centurions with proper persons appointed for that 
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road leading north assumed a bustling appearance- 
the long line of loaded hackeries varied by native 
followers attached to  the regiment, many of then1 
attired in old military uniforms, commissariat cattle, 
and motley groups of women and children belongh~g 
to the native followers. 

Carragola, as the river port of the Purneah, Dar- 
jeeling, and the Rungpore districts, is a place of 
some little importance, and consists of a native vil- 
lage and bazaar, the houses being mere huts, how- 
ever, with thatch and matting roofs. The presiding 
genius of the place is a native called Moolishee 
Icyrat Alli, who takes all the ordinary Goverlunellt 
coiltracts for transport to Darjeeling, &c. The con- 
veyance, for instance, of the reserve ammunition of 
tlie 80th Regiment, amounting to 500,000 rounds of 
Enfield cartridges, having been entrusted to him. 
There is a considerable population in the village, 
and on walking through it and observing the 
filth, foul odours, and defiance generally of all those 
hygienic principles which we consider essential to 
physical integrity, and yet seeing large and healthy- 
looBing families being reared there, one calulot but 
feel that nature unadorned is not that lnalignani, 
ellelny to vitality that it has become the fashion of 
the day in our part of the world to depict her. 

Noticing the milk a t  Carra,gola to have a peculiar 
odour and taste I inquired as to the cause, and found 
that it results from a custom which prevails amongst 
the lli%tives in this part of the country of impreg- 
nating t l ~ c  vessels in which the milk is kept with the 

~ r r v i c c  w(,re S ~ l l t  1 ) ~ f o r r  t o  mark out  the  g ro i~nd ,  and  assign to  each his 
rlsol7rr clu:~rtrrs ; wll i~ l i  they clicl by erecting flags of cliffermt COIOIWY 
in  thc  scvc.ra1 pnrts." 
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fumes of burnt cow manure, the object being to 
counteract the tendency which the milk has to 
curdle from acidity acquired by the vessels from 
absorption of some of the milk they previously con- 
tained. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Xarch from Carragola - Camp a t  Luch~nee~oor-Cholera-Burial at  
Chitreepeer-Purneah Station-March to Balgatchie-Sanitary Pa- 
radoxes-Hackcry Mcn talrc their Bullocks awav-Dingra G l i a u t  
Transport Difficulties increase - Cross the Mahanuddy -Affray a t  
Assooraghtv-Early Marchii~g-0l)jectiolls to it-Remarks on Sun- 
stroke-Raja of Kisllcngunge-Tigers in the Vicinity -Elephants and 
their Mahouts-Nayrow escape from Dromling-Arrival a t  Chopra- 
Exanlination of the Soldiers' Rifles-Necessity for Water-proof Covers. 

AT five on the morning of the 28th of February, the 
80th Regiment marched from Carragola for Luch- 
ineepoor, an encamping ground nine miles distant. 
On the way one of the soldiers was attacked with 
cholera, and the sanitarian may feel inclined to say, 
" here are tlie effects of exposure, want of proper food, 
&c., already beginning to show themselves ;" this 
man however was one of tliose who had suffered no 
undue climate exposure, nor any inconveniei~ce from 
want of food, as he belonged to a company, the boats 
of which had started fi-om Colgong several hours be- 
fore the others, and got to Carragola the next day. 

The country passed through on the line of march 
was similar to that at  Carragola ; namely, low swampy 
grazing land, intersected by a single causeway road 
raised several feet above the level of the plain, owing 
to the country becoming flooded during the rains. 

On arriving at Luchmeepoor, a small piece of 
ground tolerakly well drained, in the neighbourhood 
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of a few native huts, the men pitched their tents ac- 
cording to the following system of castramentation. 
The front of the camp was made to face the road, the 
"main street" of the former being a t  right angles 
with the latter. The mess tent of the officers was 
pitched at  the foot of the main street, while the main 
guard tent, with the colours and drums in front, was 
pitched a t  the head of it ; the companies' tents being 
pitched one behind the other on each side of the 
street in lines parallel with it ; the officers' tents being 
in the rear of their respective companies. On the 
flanks again of the mess tent were the tents of the 
colonel and regimental staff, with the quarter guard 
tent in the rear, and those belonging to the hospital 
establishment on the extreme flank, the tents of the 
staff sergeants being on the right of the companies' 
ones and parallel with them. 

The tents used in ordinary marching in India con- 
tain sixteen men, their dimensions allowing each man 
about 340 cubic feet of air. They are vastly superior 
to the bell tent in general use elsewhere; a similar 
number of men in them (as I have frequently seen in 
China) having but one sixth of the cubic space af- 
forded by the Indian tent. 

We marched a t  half-past four the following 
morning for Chitreepeer, eleven miles from Luchmee- 
poor. The man seized the previous day with cholera, 
died just as we were on the eve of starting, and there 
being no time to bury him, his corpse, in a dhoolie, 
followecl in the rear of the column. About an hour 
before marching a second caRe of the sa,me disease 
occurred, and while the man just dead had nnclergone 
the minimum of exposure, the one now attacked had 
undergone the maximum, as he belonged to the com- 
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pmy longest out on the river. I interrogated him 
closely and failed to elicit any information rendering 
it probable that he had 'committed any dietetic 
irregularity either on the way down to the river or a t  
Carragola; the only thing he had purchased at the 
latter place having been a little wheaten flour. At 
the same time that this man was brought to hospital 
another soldier reported himself sick, complaining of 
some slight derangement : he again readily admitted 
having eaten raw pumpkins and green peas, in the 
fields near where the boat he belonged to was aground, 
to stay his hunger, and his symptoms were of the most 
trivial nature, showing how difficult it is to  coilnect 
the occurrence of cholera-especially the now epi- 
demic form-with any single cogizisable cause. 

The halting ground a t  Chitreepeer was very simi- 
lar to that we had just left, and as soon as arrange- 
ments could be made a grave was dug for the corpse 
we had brought with us, alongside of the grave of a 
former comrade named McGuire, which mas dis- 
covered by a piece of tin nailed on a tree, wit11 his 
name scratched on it and the date of his death. He  
liacl died at  Chitreepeer on the 18th Deceinber 1864!, 
while proceediag to Darjeeling with the Left Wing and 
those who left him in so lonely a spot little thought 
that afnother of the regiment was destined there to 
join him. 

On the 2d March, the camp was struck a t  3 A.M., 

nJnd a,n hour aftelwards the regiment marchecl for the 
civil station of Purlleash, distant ten miles. Just as dasy 
was d:~.wnin~ we crossed a rather wide river, usually 
c:~lled the Purnedi river, bridged over by two cause- 
wa'ys, united by a bridge supported on piles. At 
scve~l o'clock we reaclled Purneah, and encamped 
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on a clear space in the centre of the station, near the 
dawk bungalow. 

Purneah affords but little scope for description. It 
is the civil station of the district of that name, and 
the country about it is perfectly level and very moist; 
its products being chiefly indigo and rice. The sta- 
tion consists of a few detached residences, occupied by 
the Government servants, a post-office, jail, billiard 
room, and two stores, or " Europe shops," as they are 
called in India. In the afternoon the band of the 
80th played for an hour, and most of the residents in 
the neighbourhood were present. Some Eurasian 
families also were on the ground in bullock carriages, 
and several natives in curious looking private vehicles, 
in the form of chair-hackeries, in which they sat 
cross-legged. 

On the morning of the 3rd of March, the camp was 
struck just as drizzling rain commenced, and at  four 
o'clock the regiment marched along a bypath for the 
purpose of avoiding a portion of the main road, inter- 
sected by a river not yet properly bridged over. The 
morning was very dark and it was with the utmost 
difficulty that the way could be made out, several of 
the men getting into ditches on the side of the path- 
way. After no small trcuble the detour was effected, 
and the main road reached, which, owing to the heavy 
rain now falling, was soon converted into a quagmire 
that i t  was no easy matter to keep footing on. At 
ten A.M., exactly six hours after starting, I reached 
the encamping ground at  Badgatchie, thirteen milcs 
by the road from Plzrneah, but somewhat longer the 
way we had come. The regiment had arrived about 
three quarters of an hour sooner than the dhoolies 
colltaining the sick did. The ground had become 
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lleady a swamp ; the rain still falling heavily, and the 
men were standing in the open, saturated, and with- 
out any prospect of their tents arriving for some time, 
the hackeries being miles behind. I was able how- 
ever to provide shelter for the sick, having fortuilately 
sent on the previous evening the hospital tents that 
were not in use, with a portion of the establishment, 
so as to have tellts ready pitched on the arrival of the 
sick. Towards the afternoon the hackeries began to 
arrive, and the inen got their tents pitched : the 
ground at  the time being literally a swamp, but there 
was no help for it as it was the best for miles around, 
apd the Inen worked away with good will and did their 
best to make themselves comfortable by flooring their 
tents with straw procured from a neighbouring ham- 
let. At the close of the day eighty men were without 
tents and sixty without bedding, the hackeries con- 
taining them having been unable to come on, owing 
to the weight of their burdens and the badness of the 
road. 

The following morning some of the baggage casts 
being still missing, and heavy rain falling, rendered 
moving from Balgatchie neither desirable nor prac- 
ticable. Notwithstanding the great exposure to wet 
from above and damp from below, which the men had 
recently undergone, paradoxical aas i t  may seem to the 
modern ~a~nitarian, thcir general health at this period 
was excellent, and there was less than the ordinary 
amo~mt of sicliness compla,ined of. The cholera case 
:L~SO, which occurred three d;l,ys previously, unfavoura- 
bly l~la~ced as it had been for recovery, llevertheless 
~vns rnll)idly convalescing-at the sanle time, however, 
one of the Ghnrrywans, as the hackery drivers are 
called, died of cholera during the night, sho~ving tha.t 
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frequently in the causation of this disease, the sys- 
temic state of the individual plays a more impoka& 
part than the external influences which he may be ' 
casually exposed: no epidemic of it a t  the time ip ' 
question existing, and only three cases having oc- 
curred out of a moving body of men, European and 
native, numbering about a thousand. 

In my own case the following sanitary paradox 
was apparent. When I left Purneah I was suffering 
from what is familiarly h o w n  as a " cold in the head,"' 
and after getting wet through and through on the 
march went about the camp the greater portion of 
the day in saturated clothing. On the morning of. 
the 4th March, after having passed the night in a tent 
on ground in a state of swamp, far from feeling the 
cold aggravated I got up perfectly free from it. I 
have frequently observed both in India and China a 
sudden change for the better takes place in men suf- 
fering from malarious fevers, a t  the time resisting the 
ordinary remedies, immediately on heavy rain setting 
in-while again, I have as frequently seen persons in 
whom the tendency to ague was a t  the time clormant, 
display active manifestations of it as well as tJhe 
ailments allied to it, coincident with the occurrence 
of rain, and other marked atmospheric changes, irre- 
spective altogether of locality or elevation, and par- 
ticularly so of exposure to what is generally believed 
to be the special exciting cause of malarion~ disease, 
namely, marsh miasma. Facts such as these, demon- 
strating as they do how similar atmospheric changes 
will bring sudden restoration to health to some, while 
others they prostrate on the sick bed, convey the hint 
also t,llat the practice of the healing art, the ~tucly of 
the individual constitution and idiocyncrasy, sla,nld 
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become a point more salient than the routine appli- 
cation of what are termed general principles. 
: March 5th. Rained the whole of yesterday and the 
geater  portion of the night. The carts contaii~ing 

. tbe remainder of the tents and bedding did not get, 
into camp until ten o'clock last night. The work has 
been so severe on the bullocks that several of them 
are in a dying state, and some are already lying dead 
on the ground. The hackery drivers seem to feel 
this so much, and dislike the work to such a degree, 
owing to the great weights their animals have to sup- 
port and drag, and the unusually quick pace they are 

,made to travel a t  (stimulated by having their tails 
nearly twisted off,) that a considerable number of them 
have fled during the night, taking their bullocks with 
them and leaving their hackeries behind ; hoping to 
recover thein when the regiment leaves the eacamp- 
iiig growld. In consequence of this the soldiers were 
authorised to seize bullocks wherever they could find 
them, whether loose in the fields or in hackeries on 
the road; as it was imperative that the reginlent 
should now move on, so as to make room for the 55th 
Wing : the gronnd not affording space for the tents of 
both corps, and there being no other an~where  near, 
at  all suited for the purpose. 

The camp was therefore struck a t  half-past eleven, 
the weather being still unsettled, and the colulnll 
marched at noon, tllii-ty men per company however 
being left on the grolznd to bring on the ha1ckeries, 
abont forty in n~iinber, that were unprovided with 
bt~llocks, and for which it was a t  the time presumed 
nInimals could be procured by seizing one or t ~ ~ o  

herds that were grazing in the neighbourhood, Just 
as t>he regiment moved off' the rain re-commellcccI, 

Q 
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and I remained a shbrt time behind ; having a sus- 
picion that  the transport di5culties would not be so 
easily got over, and that  the evacuation of the camp 
that  day was a matter of considerable doubt. The 
men who had been left with the hackeries were out in 
the vicinity capturing bullocks wherever they could 
find them, much the same as would be done in an 
enemy's country, and while I was there thirty in a 
herd were driven in. They were quite unbroken 
however and useless for draft purposes. Some forty 
hackeries laden with tents, bedding, and stores, mere 
standing on the ground without an available bullock. 
Some of the men were amusing themselves firing the 
straw on which they had been sleeping the previous 
night, while others were burning two hackeries the 
bullocks of which had been taken away, as well as 
portions of the wheels that rendered them unfit for 
use a t  the time. Having satisfied myself that a con4 
siclerable portion of the baggage guard would have ta 
remain a t  Balgatchie for the night, I sent back a por- 
tion of the medical establishment, in case any sickness 
should occur. 

The encamping ground the regiment was march- 
ing for, was on the bank of the Mahanuddy River, at 
a place called Dingra Ghaut. The road leading to 
i t  wa's bad in the extreme, for the most part being 
ankle-deep in mud, and proving extremely trying 
for the bullocks in the hackeries ; their progress being 
very slow through it. The ground was reachecl at 
f; )nr o'clock, a,nd the men bivouacked ; none of the 
l~aggage having come up. I n  the course of the 
evening a fern tents arrived, and a,s many men 
they would liold went into them, while thc rcrnaiaclcr, 
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with the exception of one Company that  got under 
some native sheds, slept on straw in the open air. 

Late in the evening we heard that  thirty carts 
were still on the ground a t  Balgatchie unprovided 
with bullocks, and that  the soldiers remaining with 
them had re-pitched some of the teats-also that a11 
along the line of road loaded hackeries were fast in 
the mud, some with bullocks lying d o m ~  exhausted, 
others without bullocks a t  all; the drivers having 
removed them, and abandoned their carts ; con- 
sideration apparently for their animals' sufferings 
outweighing the loss of property thus sustained 
by them. The men a t  Balgatchie being without 
provisions, a supply of bread and rum was sent off to 
them about midnight, the distance being between 
nine and ten miles, but from the badness of the road 
equal to half as much more. 

The Blal~anuddy is a good-sized non-tidal river, s 
steady current running constantly down. It is not 
safe to bathe in, owing to the number of muggers or 
round-headed alligators it contains. The banks are 
very sandy, the right one sloping, while the left one 
is nea.rly perpendicular, reminding me of some parts 
of the Peiho. I n  its neighbonrhood, that is to my, 
Dingra Ghaut, the point t1hat i t  is crossed by a ferry, 
there are a few villages, and the country on both sides 
is well under cultivation, the ground having been 
recently ploughed. The electric telegraph from 
Calcutta to Dnrjt.cling is carried across the river 
where the ferry is. 

iM{x~ch 6th.-This morning a number of our b~il- 
lucli~, cxhaustcd :LS they werc with their work of 
;ycstIcrday, lincl to be scilt out to bring in the hackeries 
i~bnndo~l~d  011 the road, and those also still unpro- 

Q a 
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vided with the means of moving from Balgatchie. The 
clay being fine the saturated tents and bedding were 
partially dried, and during the latter portion of the 
day the hospital establishment carts, thirty in number, 
and two Companies, were got across the river in ferry- 
boats. After this had been effected the remainder 
of the regiment crossed, and the camp was re-esta- 
blished on the left bank of the river on a piece of 
ground much better suited for the purpose than thai; 
on which it had just been struck. I n  crossing the 
river the hackeries were taken over in boats three at 
a time ; the bullocks going separately. 

Another day's halt had to be made on the Maha- 
nuddy waiting for the baggage to come up, the last 
of which arrived in the evening, and on the morning 
of the 8th of March the regiment was enabled to 
move on to Aasooraghur, a short march of seven 
miles : a supply of bullocks and hackeries having 
been procured by taking them wherever they were to 
be found. The loss to the uiifortunate villagers 
must have been considerable, hackeries being seized 
incliscriminately, while droves of cattle were driven 
in from the fields, and bullocks appropriated for 
transport purposes by whoever was active enough to 
catch them. Before leaving Dingra Ghaut a com- 
plaint tvas received from a European connected with 
ihe Pnrneah and Da jeeling Conveyance Company, de- 
manrling seven bullocl~s belonging to i t  that llalcl 
been seized on the road, and thrcakening an action 
of co~npensation for loss. The bullocks were ac- 
cordingly surrendered, but on what grounds of equity 
I am at a loss to any, considering the manner in 
which necessit'y compelled their being talcen from tllc 
natives. 
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Iiz making these remarks I must eschew any in- 
tention of reflecting personally on any one ; I believe 
that the transport arrangements were made by the 
Bengal Government with as much care as it was 
practicable, under the circumstances, to exercise, and 
with a due regard also that fair dealing in the way of 
remuneration should be extended to the people whose 
carts were required for the public service-the failure 
resulting from a inisconception of their fitness for 
the conveyance of the equipment of European troops 
proceeding hurriedly on field service. It may 
perhaps be supposed that the case of the 80th Regi- 
ment was exceptional, but I have it from the best 
authority, namely, Mr. Beaines, the collector of the 
Purneah district, that the progress of the 80th had 
occasioiled but few grouilds for complaint as com- 
pared with what resulted from that of the Wing of 
the 55th Regiment ; the baggage difficulties conliected 
with which, and the means adopted by the Inen of 
remedying them having fallen so severely oil thc 
district as to have required official representation. 
Having thus plainly stated facts, I may now point 
out that in the event of similar transport being again 
employed under similar circumstances, the proba- 
bilities are that consequences of a like untowarcl 
nature will result so long as soldiers are allowed in 
any way to interfere in the lnaiiagelnent of the carts, 
(?itller :LS regards estimating what they are fit to 
carry, or the pace the bullocks should travel at. 

On arriving at Assoora~ghnr we found that the 
(:;%inp colour-men, who had gone ahead the night 
hofore to sclcct the ground, had llad a11 affray wit11 
m n c  villagers in the neighbourhood, and had been 
severely beaten: the facts of thc case being the fol- 
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lowing. An arrangement had been made by the 
commissariat agent accompanying the regiment that 
this village was to  supply a certain number of 
hackeries to aid in bringing on tmhe baggage a t  Dingra 
Ghaut that  there was no transport for, and on the 
haclzeries being collected, two of the byles, as the 
bullocks are called, were wanting for one of them. 
The soldiers went to  the village, and finding where 
the byles were demanded them through the interpre- 
torial aid of a native policeman. They were told if 
they wanted the bullocks to wait, and they would be 
brought out. This they declined doing, and forced 
their way into the private domain of the native, and 
into that portion of it where foreign intrusion is 
most objectionable. Immediately on this occurring 
the villagers turned out in a body to resent a vio- 
lation of one of their cherished prejudices, and ad- 
ministered a sound thrashing to the soldiers, who 
seemed to think themselves fortunate in having 
escaped with their lives. 

At Assooraghur the camp was pitched within the 
lines of an old Nepaulese fort ; this part of the 
country having once been in the possession of 
Nepaul. The only indications of the fort now re- 
maining are a few earthen mounds concealing 
some brickwork. At no great distance from it the 
Mahanuddy flows past, and the country around is 
uncler rice and indigo cultivation. 

A telegram having been received from Calcutta, 
conveying the " most positive orders " of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief that the marching of the regiment 
was to be so arranged that the tents should be 
pitched before sunrise, an endeavour was made on 
the morning of the 9th of March to give effect to it, 



CH. XII.  EARLY BIARCE-IlXG. 251 

by striking the camp a t  two A.M., and marching the 
column a t  five minutes to three. Daylight broke 
about half-past five, and revealed to us that  we were 
marching through a perfectly level lightly-wooded 
country, presenting no perceptible difference from 
that we had beell passing through since leaving Car- 
ragola, with the exception that  since crossing the 
Mahanuddy a t  Dingra Ghaut hamlets seemed to 
occur a t  shorter intervals from each other. At  half- 
past seven the encamping ground a t  Kishengunge, 
the seat of the Raja of that name, was reached. 
The sun was then very strong and the ground very 
damp from the heavy dew which falls regularly 
during the night in this part of India, and the prac- 
tical result of the endeavour to carry out the order of 
the Commander-in-Chief was that  the men had to 
stand on the damp ground for betweeen two and 
three hours exposed to the full force of the sun 
before their tents arrived ; the hackeries being un- 
equal in the dark to coining a t  anything like the 
same pace the inen marched at, and which was only 
three miles an hour : the regiment also having been 
several times halted to give them time to come up. 
The carrying out of the order was simply impracti- 
cable, situated as the regiment was-unless, that is to 
say, tlle men were deprived of a portion of their rest 
under canvas and made to sleep in the open air for 
two or three llonrs after midnight, so as to enable 
tho tents to precede thein and be pitched on the 
next ellcamping ground before sunrise, and then 
n,gn.in the ground wollld be too wet a t  that period of 
the morning to put bedding on. While this order 
wags isslied from a feeling of solicitude that the nlell 
ahould be saved as much as possible from solar ex- 
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posure in the early day, the circumstances attending 
the endeavour to carry it out, practically demon- 
strated how necessary it is that  orders issued at  a 
distance should be qualified by discretionary power 
on the part of those entrusted with the giving effect 
to them. 

As far as my experience warrants an  expression of 
opinion, there are circumstances when extreme early 
marching in India appears to be open to  several ob- 
jections, and I am inclined to think in such cases 
that so long as a prejudice exists, which may or may 
not be well founded, against exposing men on thc 
march to the morning's sun, it would be better to 
march them in the afternoon and have their tents 
re-pitched in the evening (which could be easily 
done in the dark a t  night as in the dark in the 
morning)-an arrangement which would enable the 
men to enjoy a proper night's rest during natural 
hours, and get up each day refreshed in place of 
having to do so, shortly after midnight, feeling 
drowsy and unwilling to move. For instance, on 
the occasion in question I find the difference thus 
noted by me-" Yesterday (8th March) we inarched 
a t  six A.M. Everything went off very well ; having 
the advantage of daylight. The baggage came in 
steadily without mishap, wherea,~ this morning in 
the dark two of the hackeries went over the cause- 
way embankment, and some six or eight others 
became unpacked on the road, and their contents 
tumbled off from hurried packing in the dark. Yes- 
terday, again, the men were active and lively, moving 
about the camp amusing themselves, sorting their 
kits, cleaning their accoutrements, kc., while to-day 
they are lying sleeping and sweltering in their tents, 
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until, comparatively unrefreshed, they have to get up 
towards sundown and dress for afternoon's parade." 
Apart altogether from the question of marching, I 
think that  the system of early rising is carried to an 
extreme extent in the army in India, and coase- 
quently the propensity to sleep during the hours that 
nature intends the mental and physical powers to be 
active, encouraged to a degree that cannot be bene- 
ficial, and more than likely is injurious. 

The objections to exposing the men to the sun, i t  
is almost unnecessary to remark, are based on the 
supposed liability they have when so situated to suf- 
fer from the very fatal disease usually known as coup  
tle soleil. Now, without attempting to sa'y that the 
disease cannot be caused by solar exposure, there can 
Ine no doubt that whatever influence heat exercises in 
developing it, solar exposure is not its essential cause, 
inasmuch as the worst forins of the disease that  are met 
with occur in sultry, cloudy weather, and in bai-rack- 
rooms a t  night. I have frequently seen it occur i1111os- 
pitals, both in China and India, where the patients 
attacked had been colnpletely removed from the direct 
infl~~eacc of the sun for meelis previously. It is clear 
therefol-e that we have not arrived a t  the true nature of 
coup de solcil, which is a81together a misnomer ; heat 
apoplexy being the designation conveying a inore cor- 
rect idea both of tlie syinptoins tl~einselves and the cir- 
cumstaalces nncler which they occur. Having during 
three consecutive slllnlners in China, on one occasioll in 
Japan :~n(l several times in India, seen cholera and heat 
:~poldexy occur coincidently, I have formed the opinion 
that, mlder certain circumstances, the two diseases oc- 
cur f'rom z~nalogous causes. I n  making this statement,, 
what 1 mean to convey is, that certaifl abnorlnal con- 
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ditions of the atmosphere during warm weather, will 
in some persons develop symptoms the same as those 
to which the term heat apoplexy is commonly applied 
-while in others it will produce those to which it is 
customary to give the name of cholera-both of them 
generally equally f i~tal  in result--and their causes, I 
believe, the operation on the nervous system of elec- 
tro-chemical agency originating in the atmosphere ; 
clevitalisation of the blood occurring as the conse- 
quence : in both diseases its appearance after death 
being the same as is observed in ca,ses of death from 
lightning, namely, unusual fluidity. 

This view of the existence of an analogy between 
one form of cholera and heat apoplexy derives some 
support from the fact, that, while Mooltan is the 
only station in India, which, as far as we have ally 
statistical knowledge, has enjoyed perfect immunity 
from cholera, it nevertheless has suffered severely 
from heat apoplexy, occurring under circumstances 
resembling those of an epidemic character-a num- 
ber of cases taking place about the same time during 
a period of extreme heat, and without any reference 
to direct solar exposure-cases for instance having 
occurred a t  night in the hospital of the 80th Regi- 
ment in the summer of 1863. It would therefore 
seem, from some cause which cannot even be guessed 
at, that at Mooltan epidemic constitutions of the 
atmosphere occurring in connection with peculiar 
heat display their effects on the human system by 
a p o u p  of symptoms to which we give the name of 
heat apoplexy-in other places the same influences 
cleveloping those we call cholera-both of them being 
groups of symptoms respecting the precise nature of 
which our ignorance is equally complete-any expla- 
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nation mre can offer being but little better than loose 
conjecture. 

Having thus stated that  the so-called COUP de sozeil, 
or heat apoplexy, is not caused by the sul ,  I would 
mish it to  be understood that  I by no means say that  
the sun cannot cause insensibility ; I believe it can, 
and that there is a disease to  which the name sun- 
stroke is fully admissible-the latter however being 
a, much less serious ailment, and one as comlnonl~ 
terminating in recovery as the other does in death- 
a distinction which, combined with the fact of the 
sun's direct influence being in no way essential for the 
production of the former, indicates the necessity for 
recognising in sunstroke and heat apoplexy, two 
diseases, and not amalgamating them as is now done ; 
thereby investing the minor affection with a much 
greater degree of gravity than actually belongs to it. 
In  other words, what is required is to distinguish ef- 
fects due purely to the action of the sun from those 
clue to a sultry and abnormal condition of the atmo- 
sphere. The necessity for what I now point out will 
perhalps be the more readily understood when I 
inention the fact that a t  the present time the military 
lnedical officer has no option but to return all cases of 
illsensibilitly the effect of heat-whether of a partial 
and evanescelit character resulting from pure solar 
exposnre, or from the death-sleep of heat apoplexy 
occurriilg under a punkah in a barrack room or hos- 
pital a t  mididght or on the march before daylight- 
under the one head of " Inr~olatio," a Latin substitute 
for c o q ~ p  dc  sobeil, or sunstroke, which has beell 
a,doy)tcd in the classification of diseaaes now in use ill 
tllle arlny, based upon the Nosology of Dr. Farr, the 
R~gistJri~r-(~eneral, wllicli was introduced illto that 
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branch of the service in 1859, and from which no de- 
viation is permitted ; in plainer terms, whatever the 
symptoms may be which necessitate the admission 
of a soldier into hospital, in whatever part of the 
world he may be serving, a name must be found for 
them in this nosology or catalogue of diseases; no 
other names being admissible in the military medical 
returns-hence, heat apoplexy must continue to be 
sunstroke, because Dr. Farr has willed i t  so. 

While fully admitting that  the sun exercises in In- 
dia, an uncluestionably injurious effect on some, I 
have a t  the same time considerable doubt that it is SO 

inimical to life as it is the custom to represent i t ;  in- 
clining to the belief that  this is an  impression which 
has taken root as the direct result of the wholesale 
misapplication of the word sunstroke. It seems to 
me also open to question as to whether the artificial 
life soldiers are compelled to follow in India, does not, 
by lowering their vital power, render them more pre- 
disposed to s s e r  from the sun when casually, or from 
necessity, exposed to it, than if they were more ha- 
bituated to i t  than they now are, which I think they 
might be without risk to their health ; especially so, 
ns every precaution is now-a-days talzen to protect 
their heads by solar helmets. I would go a step far- 
ther and protect their spines also, because there are 
Inany who feel the effect of the Indian sun as much on 
their backs as on their heads. This could be easily 
dolie either by padding and p i l t ing  that portion of 
t'he soldiers' warm weather clothing which is imm-  
rliately over the spinal column, or by a piece of quilt- 
ing about eighteen inches long and three inches wide, 
which could be kept in s i t &  over the spine by strillgs 
rouncl the neck and waist respectively, and morn either 
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over or under their coats. The importance of protect- 
illg the heads of soldiers against direct solar influence 
is f d y  recognised and carefully enforced, and I there- 
fore submit that a similar necessity exists for the pro- 
tection of their spinal cords as one of the great cen- 
tres of the ilei-vous system,-a necessity certainly 
greater than there is for the protection of the abdomen 
by the broad flannel bands, called " cholera belts," 
which the soldiers in India are made to wear as a 
~rotection against that disease. I question much, if 
the present system of extreme early rising and 
parades does not tell more on the men than if they 
had a longer period in bed during natural sleeping 
hours, and more solar exposure during those that na- 
ture intends they should be awake and employed. 

The residence of the Raja of Kishengunge was a t  a 
short distance from where we encanlped, and some of 
the officers called on him for the purpose of borrowing 
elephants to go after three tigers reported by the na- 
tives to be in the jungle two miles distant from the 
next encamping ground. Most of the Raja's elephants 
had been required to aid i11 conveying the baggage of 
the 19th Punjaubees, and were at the time absent, 
but he undertook to send one on to the place next 
day. On leaving, he presented thein with a quantitj- 
of fruit, consisting of sinall stoneless raisins, walnuts, 
ndmonds and pistachio nuts; also a large piece of n 
slight~ly acidulated fruity paste, like vegetable caseii:. 

At ICishengunge there is a native town of soinc size, 
and also a dawk bungalow. Hanging up in the lat- 
ter, I observed a notice signed by one of the district 
officials, the tenor of which was not favourable to the 
snpposition that travellers invari~bly behave fairly 
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to the natives in charge of these establishments, in 
the matter of remuneration for supplies furnished. 

On the 10th of March the camp was again struck 
a t  2 A.M., and a t  daybreak the Himalayas were very 
clistinctly seen: the first time they had been visible 
since leaving Carragola. On reaching the encamping 
ground a t  Gozal, ten miles from Kishengunge, the 
three tigers of which we had heard the previous day 
were still in the vicinity, and had two nights before 
carried off two men. The villagers were very anxious 
to have them destroyed, and as the Raja of Kishen- 
gunge had sent on an elephant, one of the officers, 
(Captain Tucker) started on it for the jungle, but had 
to return shortly afterwards ; owing to an attack of 
fever. It was interesting to notice how promptly the 
elephant obeyed the mandate of the mahout sitting 
across his neck, and brought his under surface in con- 
tact with the ground to enable himself to be mounted. 
These mahouts also are notable in their way. Their 
occupation is one of considerable risk, as they not 1111- 
frequently meet their deaths in course of attempting 
to manage imperfectly tamed and vicious elephants. 
Tlle danger likewise to which they are exposed in the 
c>onrse of tiger shooting is necessarily great,-still they 
are represented as being exceedingly cool, and as hav- 
ing, as a general rude, implicit confidence in the skill 
of the Europea'n sportsman. The moral control they 
:~cquire over the elephants is remarkable, and ecluadly 
so, is the appreciation of the meaning of words which 
the elephant seems to be capable of acquiring-at 
the word b i f p ,  for instance, he immediately brings his 
1,ocly nea'r the ground. At  the word of commnncl also 
he will knoclc clown any obstruction in the patj1iwa,y, 
such as a small tree, and 1 am told that he appears to 
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appreciate the meaning of directions which in Eng- 
lish would be to the following effect,-"take care 
where you are going-stick your toes well into the 
ground," and which are usually given him when as- 
scending bad pathways a t  the foot of the hills. Apro- 
pos of elephants we heard at  Gozal that in the Ne- 
paul jungle about sixteen miles west of where we were 
encamped, Jung Bahadour was, a t  the time, with a 
large body of men, seeking for a valuable elephant he 
had lost. 

The encamping ground next day was a t  Illiobarree, 
the country about which was very open and less 
wooded than a t  the last two places we ha'd lialtod at. 
Notwithstanding the many vicissitudes the men had 
been exposed to since leaving Colgong, their general 
health continued excellent ; only one case of serious 
sickness having occurred since masching from Chit- 
reepeer, and in connection with it, a solnewhat sin- 
gular verification of what may be termed an uncon- 
scious presentiment occurred. The soldier was suffer- 
ing fi-om what is usually called jungle fever, and on 
visiting hill1 ill the evening I found him slightly de- 
lirious. I therefore directed that an orderly should 
be pla2ed over him during the night, and as there 
were several open wells in the aeighbourhood, gave 
particular orders that a constant watch was to be lrept 
lipon him in cawe he might get up and run out of tlle 
tent and tlunble down one of the wells. The very ac- 
cident I Wafs guarding against occurred a t  midnight. 
The orderly on duty had bcen taking " forty winlts," 
: ~ n d  on his drowsiliess passing off he saw the dhoolie 
IIP 11:1d bccn watching eml)tly and the patient gone. 
Hc went ontsidc a.nd aslred n. sentry wllv was near, if 
hc had secn any one leave the hospital tcnts. I-Ie said 
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yes, and pointed to a man going across an adjoining 
field. He was seen quite distinctly in the mooillight 
and the next moment disappeared. The alarm being 
given the hospital sergeant went in search, and found 
the man down &a well, fortunately not containing 
water sufficient to immerse him. One of the natives 
attached to the hospital was lowered by a rope, and 
passed another one under the patient's arms by which 
means he was extricated,-apparently uninjured by the 
accident; as far as could be judged by external in- 
dications. 

On the 12th of March we encamped a t  Chopra, on 
the bank of the Doank River, a very pretty stream, 
the banks of which were covered with white sand. Its 
breadth when in fuU stream is about 120 feet, and it is 
crossed by a good wooden bridge. Here the men en- 
joyed the luxury of bathing, the first general ablution 
that they had had an opportunity of having during 
their long and fatiguing march through Purneah. 
At this place a change in the aspect of the couhtry 
was becoming apparent; i t  was losing its perfectly 
level character and becoming somewhat undulating 
as well as more thickly wooded. 

As our next encamping ground (Titalyal~) was the 
place where the five companies branched off for 
the Dooars, the men had their rifles examined by the 
armourer sergeant, owing to the successive wetting 
to which they had been exposed. I looked on while 
some of them were being overhauled, and the darnage 
the woodwork of many of them sustained from alter- 
nate exposure to heavy rain and strong sun, as well 
:ts the msty state of the locks, seemed to inclicake a 
necessity for furnishing soldiers going on service wit11 
wateryroof covers for their rifles. This precnution I 
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may remark was adopted by a regiment of Beloochees, 
armed with the Enfield rifle, that formed a portion of 
the North of China field force in 1862-63. The covers 
were brought by the men from Scinde, where they 
are regularly used, owing to the sand storms which 
prevail there, and the consequent liability there is to 
injury being done to the finer mechanism of the locks. 
In  the even$ of the army being supplied with breech- 
loading rifles, covers will probably be even more 
necessary. Some of the men had ammunition boxes 
of Lndian manufacture, and the experience of this 
march proved that they are not waterproof-at least 
not invariably so, as there could be no question as to 
the unsatisfactory state they were in as compared with 
those which had been made in England. 
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CEKPTER XIII. 

Arrival a t  Titalyah-The Fair  of that  Name-Primitive Post Office- 
The Wing of the 80th marches for Mynagoorie and the Head Qnar- 
ters for Darjeeling-Arrival of the latter a t  Silligoorie-The Terai- 
The Foot of the Himalayas - Punkabarree - Snake in the Damk 
Bungalow-Effects of Chloroform on Snakes-Native Antidote for 
Hydrophobia-Hill Coolies, their Mode of carrying Baggage to Dar- 
jeeling and marking Weights thereon-Ascent to Kursiong-Sudden 
Transition of Temperature-Signs of the Mongolian Race-Pncheem 
-Hope Town-Arrival a t  Julla Pahar overlooking Darjeeling. 

ON the 13th of March we reached Titalyah, where 
the Purneah district terminates and that of Rungpore 
commences. The road was very hard and full of deep 
ruts, reminding one of walking over a ploughed field 
after a strong frost. Within two miles of the place 
we passed a telegraphic station, situated where a 
pathway leading to Cooch Behar turns a t  right an- 
gles off the main road, and along which the electric 
telegraph is carried to Dinagepore and Gowhatty. 
Two telegrams from the Commander-in-Chief were 
waiting the arrival of the regimenbone of them re- 
peating the order about marching so a,s to have the 
tents pitched before sunrise, and the other inquiring 
as to whether, when the cases of cholera occurred (no- 
tice of which in accordance with standing orders had 
been telegraphed) the men had arrived on the enc:linp- 
ing ground before sunrise. Thc commanding oRccr 
however was able to reply that no data existeci for 
identifying t'he occurrence of this disease with ~o!ar 
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eqosure, as both the men had been attacked in the 
early morning some time before daylight. At Tita- 
lyah we found forty-two men of the Darjeeling Wing 
of the regiment under Lieutenant O'Connor, waiting 
to join the Companies going to Mynagoorie in the 
Dooars. They had been ordered down to take the 
place of a like number of weak and sickly men who 
had been left behind, with the women and children, 
as a depot a t  Durn Dum. 

Titalyah consists, under ordinary circumstances, of 
a few native huts, annually however, an  extensive fair 
is held there, the goods being brought up chiefly from 
Lower Bengal. This annual fair had just colnmenced 
as we arrived, and there was a regular little town es- 
temporised out of calico-covered booths arranged in 
streets parallel with each other, with cross streets in- 
tersecting. A great variety of goods, both European 
and native, were exposed for sale, and it was astonish- 
ing to see how judiciously the selectioil had been made. 
This fair, which was origiilally established by Dr. 
Campbell, the Superintendent of Dajeeling, is usually 
numerously attended by natives, who however on this 
occasion were not present in any number, the result 
probably of the hostilities going 011 on the frontier. 
A good many purchases were made by the officers and 
men, but the venders seemed indiffereitt a t  so early a 
stage of the proceedings about forcing the sale of 
their wares, and held on to first prices wit11 a tenacity 
qllite foreign to the native colnlnercial cha,mcter, and 
especially to tllat phase of it witnessed in the " China 
Ralzaar," tllc great outfitting enlporiuin of Calcutta, 
~vllere the natives will nlnlost rather sell below prime 
cost than allow a custoincr to depart, however p e n t  

n 2 
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the difference may be between that and the sum origi- 
nally asked. 

We halted two days at  Titalyah, so as to enable the 
inspection of the arms to be completed as well as other 
arrangements regarding the field equipment of the 
Wing, such as the division of the hospital establish- 
ment, &c., the senior assistant surgeon, Dr. Inkson, 
going in medical charge of it. The post-office at this 
place, in which we had to leave our letters for the 
overland mail, was of a very primitive nature, consist- 
ing of a tin box suspended by a chain on the outside 
of a hut near the dawk bungalow. 

At three o'clock on the morning of the 15th of 
March, the head-quarters and the Wing separated, 
the former marching for Sunnasakota on the way to 
Dajeeling, the latter for Julpigorie on the Teesta 
River en rou te  to Mynagoorie. I accompanied the 
former, which reached its encamping ground at five 
A.M. It was then quite dark, a heavy dew was falling 
and the ground was very wet. We had to stand 
waiting until the tents came up, which they did not 
do for upwards of an hour after daylight, having 
usual had di5culty in coming along in the dark. 

During the night our rest was disturbed a good 
deal by jackals in large numbers screeching about the 
entrances to the tents, and next morning at three 
o'clock we marched to Silligoorie, the road to which 
was very bad, in many places resembling an Austra- 
lian bush track. Silligoorie is 122 miles from Carra- 
gola and 40 from Da rjeeling. The Mahanuddy flows 
past it, and about three miles on the other side of the 
river the portion of the Terai commences which has 
to be passed through before the ascent of the hills 
commences. It was in this Terai, returning from Dar- 



CH. XIII.  THE TERA41. 24A 

jeeling, that  Lady Canning contracted the fever of 
which she died. As local experience .has demonstra- 
ted that it is during the hours immediately preceding - 
daylight that the malarious influence is most active 
there, I pointed out to the coinmanding officer the 
possible risk which would be run of exposing the Inen 
to fever if the march was made a t  as early a period in 
the morning as it had been for some days previously, 
and recommended that  it should be deferred until the 
sun had risen well and the morning's malaria dissi- 
pated. 

This suggestion was carried out and a t  ten A.M. on 
the 17th of March we left Silligoorie, which is repre- 
sented by a dawk bungalow and a few native huts, and 
crossed the Mahanuddy 'by a rickety wooden bridge 
about 600 feet long. Shortly after eleven o'clock we 
entered the Terai, which a t  its commenceinent con- 
sists of a thick jungle of light trees about twenty feet 
high. I n  a few minutes we came upon a bend of the 
Mahanuddy where the country was partially clearecl 
and some cattle grazing. At noon t h e  n ~ i s t  which 
hitherto had obscured the view ahead, cleared off and 
disclosed to us the lower range of hills to which we 
seemed to be quite close. As the sun was now rather 
strong we halted for an hour a t  a small wooden house 
amongst a cluinp of bamboo trees, which afforded shade 
for the whole party. The house was surrounded by a 
ditch and a strong fence as a protection against tigers. 
The occupants were Mechis,* who have already been 
referred to as the only people who seem to be so con- 
stituted as to be able to reside permanently in the 
Terai. 

From where we halted until the ascent of the hills 

* Pronounced Bletchccs. 
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commenced, the road lay through dense jungle ; many 
of the trees h a e g  matting huts constructed in their 
branches. They are used by the nativea as sleeping 
places out of the reach of tigers. In the afternoon 
me reached Parseebutty, the first resting-place at  the 
foot of the hills where there is a shed for storing 
goods, and a few huts. W e  went on about two miles 
further to Punkabaree, which is the highest point that 
hackeries can go to. The ascent in some places is 
very steep, so much so that  the carts we had with us 
had considerable difficulty in reaching the place, some 
of them requiring to be pushed up by hill coolies,-he 
sturdy specimens of the Mongolian race, chiefly na- 
tives of Sikim, who were waiting to aid in the convey- 
ance of the baggage to Da jeeling. 

Punkabaree is upwards of a thousand feet above 
the plain, and is the portion of the Darjeeling district 
where the culture of the tea plant commences, several 
tea gardens being in course of formation on the slopes 
of the hills near where we halted for the night- 
namely, on a small piece of ground artificially levelled, 
near the dawk bungalow. The tents were here ban- 
ded over to a commissariat agent and placed in store ; 
as i t  was impracticable to take them further up 
the hill, there being neither ground suited for pitch- 
ing them on nor means of conveying them so as to 
be available for the men on the three days' march 
they had still to make. As a substitute for tents 
roacl-side barracks have been built by the Govern- 
ment a t  two places between Punkabaree and Dajeel- 
ing, namely, Kursiong and Pacheem. 

We slept a t  tlhe dawk bungalow, and the following 
day had an illustration of one of the disagreeables 
connected with them. The only lady who had ac- 
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companied the head-quarters from Durn Durn was 
with her husband, the Musketry Instructor (Lieu- 
tenant Ridout) occupying the division of the bungalow 
set apart for families, and in the forenoon her Ayah or 
native nurse gave the alarm that there was a snake 
in the room where she was with the baby. On going 
h t o  it we found a long thin and very poisonous snake 
.slowly creeping through a crevice in the floor on to a 
mattress on the ground, on which the child was lying 
a t  the moment that the Ayah noticed the snake 
appear. I t s  head was immediately crushed by a blow 
from a heavy piece of wood, and though virtually 
dead, the body contiilued to move for a long time 
after cerebral life was ext inchhence I conclude, the 
popular belief that a snake will never die, however 
much it may be injured, until sunset. 

Talking a t  this time to Mr. Hart, the hospital stew- 
ard of the regiment, about Indian snakes, he men- 
tioned that the results of experiments with chloroform 
show them to be remarkably susceptible of its vapour, 
so much so that they never recover its effects. As an 
illustration of the rapidity of its action, he cited the 
following, which occurred when he was stationed a t  
Reaares. A cobra got into a part of the bungalow he 
was occupying, where there was some oil, which 
snakes are said to be very partial to. When the door 
was opened and its dislodgment attempted, it dis- 
played an unusual determination to resist by placing 
itself in a springing attitude and hissing loudly. As 
i t  was not safe to approach, a long piece of bamboo 
with some cotton on the end saturated with cldoro- 
form was passed to the place it had retired to. The 
cobra seeing the cotton approaching sprang a t  it, bit 



BHOTAN AND THE DOOAR WAR. cu. XIII.  

it and instantaneously became senseless, in which 
state it was killed.* 

From the same source I learned that when bitten 
by mad dogs the natives of some parts of Bengal adopt 
preventive treatment by taking about three grains of 
muriate of ammonia (sal ammoniac) every hour for 

* An officer of the Indian Army lately mentioned to me a, curious 
case of recovery from snake-bite which occurred a t  Agra three years 
ago. One of the native semiants belonging to  the bungalow where he 
was residing, was bitten by a snake, stated to be a cobra, and was im- 
mediately seized with the usual symptoms of poisoning, amongst others 
restless drowsiness. Attempts were made to keep him awake by the 
Europeans in whoae service he was-an old native, however, living 
near, came up and requested that  the management of the case might be 
left to him, which was done. H e  then went out and got a branch of the 
neem tree, and waving it slowly up and down before the man's face, it  
eeemed to produce a mesmeric influence, as he became q u ~ t e  tranquil and 
fell into a natural sleep, and awoke some hours afterwards quite well. 
Of course in a case of this kind i t  is impossible to say what influence 
the imagination had, either in leading the man to believe that  the snake 
which had bitten h ~ m  was a cobra, o r  in leading him to  believe that the 
mystic remedy employed was certain to secure him immunity from the 
effects of the bite. Be this as it may, the same officer mentioned an- 
other i l l~~strat ion of a similar application of the neem branch, which, 
to  say the least of it, is  worthy of note. A Scotch terrier was bit,ten 
by  a ecorpion and was howling from the pain, when a native servant 
went and got a branch and waved it before the animal in the manner 
already described. The clog almost immediately ceased howling, and 
like the man who was snake-bitten, became perfectly tranquil. Thoso 
who are inclined to ridicule mntterv they do not understand, will pro- 
bably say that  the dog's becoming quiet admits of easy explanation by 
reference to the fact that he was induced to do so from tho fear of re- 
ceiving chaetisement from the branch, which was kept for a 
time before his eyes. Individually I am disposcd to take n wider view 
of the question, and entertain the possibility that  there may bo somo 
influence developed on the nervous system by tho means described. Tho 
neem tree is held in high esteem by the natives of India, on account of 
ite medicinal virtues which are numerous, and they have a 
" t.hat he who lives under the neem tree hae no need of the phy.sicisn." 
The tree is 8 very common one, is of small size, and bears a flower 
very similar to the lilac of England. 
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several days successively after the injury--also that  
they employ it in similar doses as a curative agent 
after the symptoms of hydrophobia have actually ap- 
peared, and occasionally with apparent success. 

From Punkabaree to Darjeeling, which is twenty- 
five miles of ascent by a zigzag road made on the 
mountain slopes, goods and baggage are conveyed on 
the backs of coolies, who for the most part are natives 
of Sikim and Bhotan-the former known under the 
local name of Lepchas, a word I believe of Nepaulese 
origin. These people (women included) carry enor- 
mous weights, especially so when the fatiguing nature 
of a good deal of the ground they go over is con- 
sidered-250 lbs. for instance being an ordinary load, 
and nearly double that not being an uncommon one 
for them to start with. The time they take to per- 
form the journey of course depends upon the weight 
of their burdens, but as a general rule with an average 
load, say two maunds and a half, three da>ys is about 
the period. They are very independent, declining to 
work unless they are paid in advance, and as their ser- 
vices are indispensable the European has no resource 
but to conform-a proceeding contrasting as it does 
strongly with the manner in which the meek Hindoo 
usually allows himself to be overawed, that is not by 
any means congenial to him-necessity however be- 
gets compliance, and the sturdy Mongolian gets his 
rupees into his ha>nd before shouldering his load. The 
women ase as stoutly built as the men, and seem 
able to carry nearly equally great weights. 

A large number of these coolies, a considerable pro- 
portion of them being women, were collected a t  Pun- 
kabaree under a sirdar, or headman, to convey the 
regimental baggage to Darjeeling. A curious method 
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they have of marking the weights oil the things to be 
carried was noticed. In  this work they adopt the 
Indian maund of forty seers (80 lbs.) as their stan- 
dard, which they represent by a circle made with a 
piece of chalk thus 0 and should the weight be under 
a maund the number of seers that it is short is shown 
by strokes from within the circle outwards in this 
manner Q indicating that the weight is six seers 
less than a maund. In the event again of the weight 
exceeding one but not amounting to two maunds, it 
is shown by a circle with the strokes outside thus 
CJ I III being one maund four seers. 

On the afternoon of the 18th of March, after a 
great deal of trouble in getting the lighter portions of 
our baggage dispatched by pre-paid coolies, we 
started for Kursiong, which, though only six miles 
distant, proved a fatiguing march, occupying nearly 
four hours, owing to the steepness of the ascent. At 
short intervals along the sides of the winding path- 
way we saw baggage, which had preceded us, standing 
unprotected : the coolies having gone to rest and re- 
fresh themselves in some of the neighbouring huts on 
the hill sides. Though valuable property is left stand- 
ing in this way all night it is very rarely interfered 
with, and the coolies are stated to be strictly honest 
in acting up to their engagements, and never to de- 
sert their loads otherwise than for the purposes of 
rest and food. 

At Kursiong, which is about 4,000 feet above the 
level of the sea, several tea-planters' houses are dotted 
about, and considerable tracts of hill land have been 
converted into tea-gardens. The soldiers went for the 
llight into the road-side barracks referred to, which 
are situated about half a mile from the dawk bunga- 
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low. They were built originally for the accommoda- 
tion of invalids on their way to and from the conva- 
lescent depot a t  Darjeeling. They are merely stone 
substitutes for tents, having earthen floors and a row 
of down each side of the rooms, raised three 
feet from the ground, for the men to sleep upon. With 
the exception of a fireplace a t  the end of the rooms, 
they have no pretensions to comfort. 

We were now very sensible of the change of tem- 
perature from that experienced in the plains, especially 
the phase of it we had in passing through the Terai, 
exposed to the full force of the sun during the hottest 
period of the day, and which, I may remark, was pro- 
ductive of no ill consequences whatever; the men's 
heads having been well protected by wicker-work 
helmets, covered with white quilted calico, and having 
the additional protection of the puggery or roll of 
muslin round the outside of the part in contact with 
the head. The pattern was a new one that had re- 
cently been made the regulation one for the army by 
orders of the Commander-ill-Chief (Sir Hugh Rose), 
and is a decided improvement on the unsightly and 
cumbrous wicker-work head-dress formerly worn. 
On the march to Kursioiig the sun also was very 
strong, and the heat consequeiitly considerable-esye- 
cially so, under the circumstances attending the steep 
ascent we had to make, but no sooner did sundown 
alpproacli than the air became chilly, and by the eve- 
ning it was so cold that we were glad to a,vail our- 
selves of wood fires, and of about the same arnouiit 
of bed-clotl~es as would be required a t  the same period 
of the year in England. 

Our next and last halting-place before arriving a t  
Darjeeling was Pacheem, for which we niarched on 



152 BIIOTA?T AND THE DOOAR WAR. ca. XIII. 

the morning of the 19th. Just beyond the dawk bun- 
galow at Kursiong we passed through a village, the 
houses of,  which were built with wood and the roofa 
formed of matting. Here I saw much that reminded 
me of China, amongst other things a pony with the 
same kind of saddle and bridle on, that is in ordinary 
use in that country. The population was a mixed 
one, partly Hindoo, partly Lepch-the latter were 
jolly, good humoured and dirty looking, recalling 
forcibly to mind the Mongolians I had been accus- 
tomed to see in Peking. There appeared to be a great 
absence of poverty in the place, judging from the 
strings of rupees which the women had on as neck 
ornaments. Some of the men were dressed in pretty 
coloured garments reaching to the knee, and were 
armed with a short sword similar to what is some- 
times worn by Chinese soldiers. The ordinary weapon 
however carried by the Lepchas, is a long knife in a 
wooden sheath, one side of which is open, the blade 
being kept in position by two cross bands of tin. 

The road to Pacheem was very good ; the slope SO 

gentle as hardly to be felt; the incline being one foot 
in thirty. The road is about twenty feet wide, and its 
outer side is provided with a parapet two feet high. 
The electric telegraph runs along it except at its 
bends. The wire is then carried across the mountain 
sides to shorten the distance. Here and there 
amongst the hills, planters' bungalows and sheds are 
seen-the latter used in preparing the tea, a good 
deal of which is under cultivation in the neighbour- 
hood. The soil here seema to be light, sandy and 
stony-it also cont,ains a good deal of mica, which, in 
places where it is exposed on the surface, gives the 
ground a glistening appearance in the sun. 
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On the way I had several opportunities of observ- 
ing how the coolies progressed with their h e a q  loads 
brought up from Punkabaree. The weight is divi- 
ded between the head and the shoulders-a band of 
plaited cane-work passes across the forehead while 
two others pass round their shoulders like the straps 
of a knapsack, and support a bamboo framework 
resting on their backs, on which their burdens are se- 
cured. Each coolie carries a thick tube of bainboo, 
by means of which, when fatigued, he relieves himself 
from the weight of his load without putting it on the 
ground-simply resting it on the end of the bamboo. 
In this tube or choonga, as it is called, he also carries 
a supply of water, and when two coolies meet they 
refresh each other by pouring a little of it over their 
hands, wrists and feet. One man in particular, I no- 
ticed, carrying two large iron pipes for water-works 
about to be introduced into Darjeeling-each pipe 
weighing two inarmds, making his total weight 320 
pounds,. He went along at  a slow and steady pace, 
and his muscular powers did not seem to be over- 
taxed. I have seen a mode of carriage similar to this 
in the streets of Pelring, but confined to light sub- 
stances, such as baskets of charcoal. 

The trees in this part of the Himalayas have but 
little foliage upon thein, and their trunks are of un- 
usual length and remarkably straight. For the most 
part they have creepers devoid of foliage twisted spi- 
rally round them, which ascend to the branches and 
from hence hang down frequently to the ground. 
These creepers, from interfering with the circulation 
ill the b ~ r k ,  are said to be injurious to the trees. 

After a, march of nearly twelve miles along an ex- 
cellellt road, having, as already stated, an incline of 
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only one foot in thirty, we reached the village of 
Pacheem, and here had to turn off the road and take a 
steep pathway leading up to the barracks which are 
about a mile up the ascent on the side of a track 
known as the old road-now in disuse. The barracks 
are similar to those a t  Kursiong, and only suited for 
resting-places for the night. The path by which they 
are reached from the new road is both .rugged and 
steep, and proved the most trying portion of our 
mountain march, especially so, coming in as it did at 
the end of the day's journey. 

I n  the neighbourhood of Pacheem, there is a small 
tea growing settlement, which has been recently es- 
tablished on a spur in the centre of an amphitheatre of 
hills, to which the name of Hope Town has been given. 
The soil consists of yellow clay mixed with disen- 
tegrated gneis covered with a layer of black vegetable 
mould here and there washed away by the rains-the 
timber in its vicinity being chiefly the oak, chestnut, 
nncl magnolia. The elevation of Hope Town is about 
six thousand feet, and viewed, as approached by the 
new road from Kursiong, it has the appearance of 
being built on a very abrupt ascent, which however is 
not the case, the slope being moderate. The settle- 
ment does not promise to prove a success. 

After halting the night of 19th of March at  Pa- 
cheem, the following morning we descended by the 
same path to the new road, ancl proceeding adong it 
for about six miles came to a part of i t  known as tile 
"saddle," where a, winding pathway a,scends the 
inolmtain of Sr~~clial ,  on a ridge near the top of which 
the cantonment or ordinary military 8tation of Dm- 
jeeling is estajblishcd. Senchal, which is 8,600 feet 
high, overloolrs tlie hill of Jnlla Pahar, distant from 
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it three and a half miles, on which the convalescent 
depot stands, while Julla Pahar again overlooks the 
civil station and Darjeeling, about a mile and a half 
lower down. Crossing the " saddle," which is a ridge 
connecting Senchal and Julla Pahar, we ascended the 
latter mountain by a somewhat steep path and 
reached the convalescent depot, consisting of several. 
small buildings perched one above the other on sites 
cut for them on the abrupt slopes of the hill at an 
elevation of 7,800 feet-the communication between 
them being by zigzags, protected on the outside by 
wooden railings. The view as we ascended was very 
fine, the khuds (ravines) being of great depth and es- 
tent. From the brow of Julla Pahar a number of de- 
tached houses built on slopes of a mountain, about a 
thousand feet lower down came in view ; this was the 
civil station and settlement of Darjeeling, the height 
of the hill from which it takes its name being 7,166 
feet above the level of the sea. 

Before proceeding further with the narrative of 
events, a notice of the circumstances under which 
Darjeeling came into our possession may not be with- 
out interest to the reader. To this subject therefore 
T. shall devote the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER XIV.  

British Intercourse with Sikim-Circumstances under which Darjeeling 
became British Territory-Progress of the Sett lemendDr.  Hooker'e 
Visit to it-Troubles with Sikim-Dr. Campbell's Expedition and its 
Disaster--A Force sent into Sikim-A Treaty concluded-Details 
connected with the Origin of the Sikimese or Lepchas-Contradictory 
Character of the Information-The Author's Views-Limitation of 
the term Mongolian necessary for the right understanding of the 
Question - Meaning of the words Lepcha and Sikim - Confusion 
caused by the Use of the former-Improvement of Terms suggested 
-Unreliable Nature of the  Lepcha Traditions. 

THE portion of Sikim, now known as the Darjeeling 
district, in the year 1816 belonged to Nepaul ; having 
been won by conquest from the Sikimese. At the 
end of the war we had with Nepaul it was ceded to 
the British Government, and by it given back to the 
Raja of Sikim, with whom a treaty was executed at 
Titalyah in February 1817. The object which the 
Governor-General (the Marquis of Hastings) had in 
view in so doing being to wedge in Nepaul as it 
were by territory belonging to an ally, and thus pre- 
vent her encroaching eastward. 

Early in 1828 Mr. Grant of the Bengal Civil Ser- 
vice, the Resident a t  Malda, and Captain Lloyd," 
who was employed settling the boundary between 
Sikirn and Nepaul, made an excursion from Titalyah 

* This officer, then Lieuten:~nt General Lloyd, C.B., died at Ilnrjcelinfi 
on the 4t,h June 1866, aged 76 years, and was buried with m i l i t W  
honour3 by the 80th Regiment, and 7th Enttery, 22nd Briprde, Royal 
Artillery. 
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into the mountains of Sikim, and when a t  a spot a few 
miles from what is now called Darjeeling formed the 
idea that the place was well adapted for a sanitarium. 
They brought the subject under the notice of Lord 
William Bentinck, the Governor-General, and in 
1829 Major Herbert, the Deputy Surveyor-General, 
mas instructed to visit the part of Sikim referred to, 
which he did along with Mr. Grant in 1830. The 
reports prepared by these gentlemen were submitted 
to the Court of Directors of the East India Com- 
pany, who approved of them, and recommended the 
local Government, if practicable, to establish a sani- 
tarium at  Darjeeling, which had been particularly 
noted as suited for the purpose. 

Negotiations were accordingly entered into with 
the Raja of Sikim for the transfer to the British 
Government of a track of hill land sufficient for the 
proposed sanitarium, and in the year 1835 they were 
concluded : the Sikim Raja rc~ceiving a compensation 
of three thousand rupees per snnum hi consideration 
of signing the following agreement :- 

" The Governor-General of India having expressed 
his desire for the possessioil of the hill of Darjeeling, 
on account of its cool cliina,tc, for the purpose of 
ena,bling the servants of his Government saerillg 
from sickness to avail tliemselues of its o.dvantages, 
1 the Sikiin Raja,, out of friendsl~iy to the said Go- 
vernor-General, hereby present Dai-jeeling to the 
East India Comlxtny, that is, all the land south of 
the Grcat Rnngeet River, e a ~ t  of the Balasun, 
Icalxd, a'nd Little Rungeet Rivers, and west of the 
R11ngnoo and M:i,hn,nuddy Rivers." 

British Sikim being thus cstab]islled ill 1835, 
Cal~ta in  Lloyd came up the same ycnr and resided at 

8 
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Darjeeling, the spelling of which originally was 
Do rjiling, being a nearer approximation to the native 
pronunciation of the word; the meaning of which, 
according to Csoma de Korosi, is the "Holy Spot." 
Some however allege that it is the " bright and sunny 
spot," which would certainly be a misnomer, as during 
a considerable portion of the year the place is ex- 
ceedingly cloudy. The former conjecture is the more 
probable one, as the remains of a Lama monastery 
may still be seen on the highest part of the moun- 
tain. 

Captain Lloyd having inaugurated the sanitarium 
remained there until 1839, when he made over 
charge to Dr. Campbell, under whose able superin- 
tendence the district gradually progressed, roads 
being made, mountain torrents bridged over, a church 
erected, a bazaar organised, a convalescent dep8t for 
200 soldiers constructed, a municipality formed, a 
revenue created, a corps of Sebundy Sappers (native 
local militia) raised for keeping the roads in order, 
and other indications of progress developed. 

For the fist  ten out of the twenty-two years that 
Dr. Campbell presided over the fortunes of the new 
settlement, no event of note occurred. I n  18419, how- 
ever, Dr. Hooker, the distinguished botanist, visited 
the Sikim Himalayas, and the h over nor-General 
(Lord Dalhousie) made a special request to the Raja 
of ~ i k i m ,  through Dr. Campbell, that every facility 
should be given him of prosecuting his researches. 
Far from this request being attended to, the contrary 
course mas pursued by the Sikim a,uthorities. Dr. 
Campbell in consequence thereof obtained the per- 
mission of Government to visit the country, wliic~h he 
did, ancl joining Dr. Hooker a~corn~~aniecl lliin to 
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Toomloong, the capital, for the purpose of having ail 
interview with the Raja. They arrived there on the 
3rd November 1849, but the Raja declined to see 
them, and left the following day for the Cholah Pass. 
Four days afterwards, as they were returning to 
Darjeeling, they were attacked by about fifty Si- 
kimese, headed by an official called the Singtarn 
Soubah, who seized Dr. Campbell, bound his hands 
and feet, knocked him down, kicked him, and other- 
wise ill-treated him. This assault, it appeared, was 
perpetrated at  the instigation of the Dewan, or 
prime minister of the Sikim Raja, who owed Dr. 
Campbell a grudge, in consequence of his having in- 
terfered to procure the release of a Nepaulese girl 
that had been kidnapped and taken into Sikiin. 

Doctors Campbell and Hooker were marched back 
to Toomloong, where they were detained mitil the 
25th of December. 1849, the former having been 
confhed 'in a room twelve feet by four. 011 that 
date, however, they were released, and allowed to 
return to Darjeeling, indications by this time being 
apparent of the intention of the British Govenl- 
ment to effect their release by force ; a Compally of 
the 80th Regiment, under Captain-now Colollel 
Hawkes, being sent up froin Dinapore to Dal-jeelil~~ 
for the purpose. 

As a punishment for this outrage the India,ll Go- 
vernment resunled the whole of the land tlltLt llad 
been presented to the Raja of Sikim, on its cession 
by Nepaul in 181 7 ; and thus British Sikilll asSUn~eCl 
the proportions by which it is now rcpresellted- 
llamely, a small tract of country extending- for solne 
miles on each side of the 27th degree of llortll lati- 
tude, and 88th of east longitude : its length as tile 

s 2 
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crow flies being about thirty-five miles, and its 
breadth about eighteen miles. These dimensions in- 
clude the plains land by which it is approached, from 
what was formerly our frontier, and admit of its 
being divided into a northern and southern portion : 
the former, from being mountain land, containing 
about half as much more surface a.s the latter. 
British Sikim, on the north, is bounded by the Great 
Rungeet and the Rummun Rivers ; on the south by 
n boundary line about seven miles north of Titalyah, 
i-unning from the Mahanuddy to the Mechi River ; 
on the east by the Teesta and Mahanuddy, and on 
the west by the Mechi River and the Singalelah 
range of mountains; some of the peaks of which 
rise to elevations of ten and twelve thousand feet, 
ancl look down on the valleys of Nepaul. 

No other event of importance occurred until to- 
wards the end of 1860, when Dr. Campbell, having 
represented to the Government that for some time 
the Sikimese ha,(l been misconducting themselves, 
closing roads, prohibiting trade, kidnapping people, 
he., and treating remonstrances with contempt, was 
directed to proceed in person with a detachment of 
Sebundy Sappers and occupy a portion of Sikim, to 
the north of the Rilm~nnn and west of the Rungeet 
Rivers, pending compliance with the demands for 
redress. Dr. Camphell's force of occupation con- 
sisted of one three-pounder gun, four Europeans, and 
one hundred Seb~ulcl~ Sappers. With this he started 
in November 1860, and took possession of the village 
of Rin~hinpoon~,  about forty miles from Darjeeling. 
No signs of opposition were met with for a month; 
at  thc expiry of this time, however, Cheeboo 
Lama, who has always been friendly disposed towards 
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us, gave information that an attack was intended, 
and which occurred the day afterwards. A f i e  of 
matchlocks and arrows was opened on the party 
the dark, and some of the sentries were cut off; pos- 
session being obtained of their arms and ammuni- 
tion. The attack was renewed several times during 
the two following days, and as the ainmunitioil of 
the party was nearly exhausted, and reports were 
current that Darjeeling was about to be attacked, it 
was determined to retire at  once on that station. 
The gun was spiked and abandoned along with the 
baggage. The retreat commenced in an orderly 
manner, and continued so for the first six miles, 
when the Sikimese took advantage of a rocky pass, 
and recommenced the attack, firing from above, and 
rolling stones down on the party, which threw it 
into confusion, and compelled it to take flight. The 
party succeeded in getting back to Darjeeling, having 
lost in this unfortunate affair about one-Uth of its 
original number. 

The Sikimese now marched to our frontier, 
and occasioned considerable alarm in Darjeeliiig 
for some time, daily apprehension existhg of an 
attack being made on the station. In the mealltime 
the Government ordered a small expedition to be 
organized against Sikiln, which was placed ~ulder 
the command of Colonel Gawler, of the 7Srd Regi- 
ment, and consisted of two mountain howitzers, with 
3; detachment of Royal Artillery, 300 inen of the 
Gth Regiment, 200 men of Rattrays Seiks, and the 
Sebundy Sappers. This force reached the Ruiigeet 
River on the 2nd February 1861, and found tho 
Sikimese in position on a stockade on the opposite 
bank; a few shells from the howitzers dislodged 
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them, and enabled the Sappers to throw a bridge 
over the river, by which the force crossed into Sikim. 
After this little or no attempt a t  resistance was 
made, the chief di5culties encountered by the force 
being those connected with transport. It succeeded, 
however, in reaching Toomloong on the 9th of 
March, and shortly afterwards the Raja arrived from 
Choombi, in Thibet, where the Sikim court usually 
resides. On the 28th of the month he concluded a 
treaty with the Honourable Ashley Eden, who ac- 
companied the force as Envoy and Special Com- 
missioner. In this treaty it was agreed that a repre- 
sentative, accredited by the Sikim Government, 
should reside permanently a t  Dajeeling. Cheeboo 
Lama was selected for the post, and under his judi- 
cious management our diplomatic relations with 
Sikim have been carried on harmoniously ever since, 
and may be now considered as fixed on a secure 
basis. 

There are few countries that less has been written 
about than Sikim ; attributable, I presume, to the 
limited opportunities which have existed until re- 
cently of procuring information about it, and having 
given this general sketch of the circumstances under 
which a portion of it became British territory, I may 
be expected to say something about its people. The 
conclnsions I have arrived at regarding them, are 
based partly on personal observation, partly on in- 
formation locally acquired, and as their result inclines 
me to question the accuracy of the few opinions which 
lmve been given expression to in print concerning the 
aource from which the present inhabitants of Sikiln 
have sprnng, I shall commence by placing these 
opinions before the reader prior to stating my grounds 
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of dissent. Dr. Hooker in his account of a visit to 
the Sikim Mountains, contained in his " Himalayan 
Journals," states :- 

a The Lepcha is the aboriginal inhabitant of the 
country, and the prominent character in Doljiling 
(Darjeeling) where he undertakes all sorts of out-door 
employment. The race to which he belongs is a very 
singular one : markedly Mongolian in features, and a 
good deal too in habit ; still he differs from his Ti- 
betian prototype, though not so decidedly as from the 
Nepaulese and Bhotanese, between whom he is 
hemmed into a tract of country, barely sixty miles in 
breadth. The Lepchas possess a tradition of the flood, 
during which a couple escaped to the top of a inoun- 
tain (Tendong) near Dorjiling. The earliest tradi- 
tions which they have of their history date no further 
back than some three hundred years, when they de- 
scribe themselves as having been long-haired half- 
clad savages. At about that period they were visited 
by Tibetians, who introduced Bood worship, the 
plaiting of their hair into pigtails, and many of tlieir 
ow11 customs. Their physiognomy is however so 
Tibetian in its character, that it cannot be supposed 
that this was their earliest intercourse with the trans- 
nivean races : whether they inay have wandered be- 
yond the snows before the spread of Boodisin, or 
whether they are a cross between the Tamuliaii of 
Indin and the Tibetian, has not been discovered. 
Their lallguage, though radically identica,l with Tibe- 
tian, differs froin it in miny important pn.rticulars. 
They, or at 1c:~st some of their tribes, call themselves 
Rollg ancl Arri~t,, and tlieir country Dijong : they once 
possessed n great part of East Nepaul, as far west as 
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the Tambur River, and at a still later period they 
penetrated as far west as Arum." 

This ethnological notice of the Lepchas, or so-called 
aboriginal Sikirnese appears to me so very vague, and 
in one or two respects so markedly contradictory, as 
to give rise to the impression that the subject must 
have received but a superficial share of attention from 
the high authority from which the potice emanates. 
The only iLher account of the Sikirnese I have met 
with is the following, compiled by Captain Hathorn, of 
the Royal Artillery, and introduced into his " Hand- 
book of Da jeeling," published at  Calcutta in 1863. 

" The Lepchas have a written language, but no re- 
corded history of themselves or others. They are 
divided into two races, ' Rong ' and ' Khamba.' Rong, 
is a generic term and equivalent to ' Lepcha' with 
us, but a man who calls himself a Lepcha in speak- 
ing to a European, may turn out to be a Khamba. 
The real Lepcha or Rong proper has no tradition of 
his tribe having immigrated from some other part of 
the world. His ' habitat ' extends 120 miles from 
the north-west to south-east along the southern face of 
the Himalayas, and here he has always been, according 
to the best of his knowledge and belief, and this is 
corroborated by his neighbourn. It extends to the 
west as far as the Tambur branch of the river Koosee, 
and its eastern limit is undefined somewhere in Bho- 
tan, probably some fifty miles east of the Teesta, 
although a few of them are said to be located as far 
east as Punnaka and Tasgong. The Khambas, 
though now the same in all essentials of language, 
customs, and habits as the Rong, are immigrants from 
beyond the Himalaya. They appear to have come 
from Kham, a province of Thibet, lying next to 
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China and under Chinese rule. They reckon seven 
generations (or say 200 years) since their arrival on 
this side of the snows. They were headed by the first 
ancestor of the present Sikim Raja, who is himself a 
Khamba. This ancestor was invited from Thibet to 
accept the throne of Sikim, on account of the inces- 
sant struggles for supremacy which had previously 
convulsed the latter country. The first Raja did not 
exercise any spiritual authority. But the chief priestly 
power is now generally vested in a member of the 
Royal family. The Lepchas, both Rong and Ehamba, 
are Boodhists." 

This account of the Sikimese, though more precise 
than that given by Dr. Hooker, is nevertheless also 
somewhat contradictory : inasmuch as we are left to  
infer that the class of Lepchas who call themselves 
Rongs, are really aboriginal to the part of the Hiina- 
layas where they are now found-and a t  the same 
time are told that another class of Lepchas who call 
themselves Khambas, and between whom and the 
Rong there is no essential distinction, moral or phy- 
sical, are of comparatively recent Thibetian origin- 
evidence to my mind coilclusive that they must have 
sprung froin a common source, and that m y  dif- 
ference which may exist between them must be merely 
of name and not of race : in all probability not greater 
than the county distinctions existing in our own 
country. 

Having thus ventured to question the accuracy of 
the only published information I have been able to 
find, with reference to the origin of the Sikimese, I 
shall now endeavour to show that the subject is not 
one of much ethnological obscurity. Before pro- 
ceeding however further in the inquiry, it is necessary 
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to  come to  an  understanding as to the interpretation 
t o  be put on the word Mongolian, which, as generally 
used, has a very wide signification, indicative of a vast 
and widely-spread race, constituting over one half of 
the whole human species. I n  using the term in the 
following remarks, I mean it to be restricted to the 
inhabitants-or their descendants-of that portion of 
the Chinese Empire called Mongolia, which stands in 
a relation to  China similar to that in which our colo- 
nies stand to their mother country ; its affairs in com- 
mon with those of other out-lying possessions, being 
presided over a t  Peking, by a Board called the Ly 
Fan Yuen, or Colonial office. Mongolia consists of 
four great divisions and between its people and the 
Chinese there is as wide a distinction as there is be- 
tween the Saxon tobacconist and the kilted Celt, of 
whom he usually has a representation in wood at his 
door. The divisions of Mongolia are : 1st. Inner 
Mongolia, lying between the Great Wall and the 
desert of Gobi. 2nd. Outer Mongolia, between the 
latter and the Mtai Mountains. 3rd. The Koko- 
nor country, between Kansah, Sz'chuen, and Thibet; 
and 4th, the dependencies of Aliasutai, lying north- 
westward of the Kalkas Khanates. Mongolia con- 
sequently borders on Thibet, and several of its noma- 
dic tribes have settled there : chiefly in, what is called 
by the Chinese, Anterior Thibet,-the country to the 
north of Lassa and I(ham. 

When I firat  saw the Lepchas a,t Punkabaree, their 
features appearecl so familiar that i t  almost seemed to 
me as if I had again reached the confines of China, 
and I was not long in recognising points of resem- 
blance between them and the Mongols I had beell a&- 
customed to see in Peking, sufficiently marked as to 
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satisfy me that Mongolia was the countq from which 
they had originally come-and that an easy solution 
mas afforded of how-owing to the difference existing 
between them and the Thibetians (including the 
Bhotanese) the belief had arisen that they were abo- 
riginal to the parts of the Himalayas they now 
inhabit. 

In the first chapter of this narrative, I have shown 
that the word Bhoteah is generic for Thibetian, and 
that at  Darjeeling there is a mixed populatiolz of 
Sikim, Nepaul, and Dhurma Bhoteahs-also, Lepchas 
and Paharees ; the latter being in all probability the 
descendants of the true Himalayan aborigines ; their 
name meaning " hill men." The population of Sikiin 
is of the same mixed character, but I have been as yet 
unable to ascertain whether the Mongolian or Thibe- 
tian element predominates. That there is a close 
relation at  the present day between Sikim and Thibet 
is manifest &om the fact that one of the clauses of 
the treaty executed by Mr. Eden, in 1861, is to the 
following effect : " With a view to the establishment 
of an efficient government in Sikim, and to the better 
maintenance of friendly relations with the British 
Government, the Raja of Sikhim agrees to remove the 
seat of his government from Thibet to Sikhim, ancl 
reside there for nine months in the year "-than 
which stronger evidence, i t  would be difficult to ad- 
duce. Thak there is also a close relationship between 
the Thibetians and Mongolians, is equally manifest 
fiom a glance at  the geographical position of their 
countries, a compa,rison of their religion, their ap- 
1Ntalrance, manners and customs-to say nothing of the 
fact tlhat the two countries, along with the province 
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of l i ,  constitute the three great colonial divisions of 
China, supervised by the Ly Fan Yuen at Peking. 

Of the meaning of the word Lepcha I have been 
unable to procure any information, further than that 
it is believed to be of Nepaulese origin ; even those 
who have been longest resident at  Darjeeling, and 
most versed with the natural history of the people, 
know nothing more about it. The people, however, 
to whom we apply it do not use it amongst them- 
selves ; it is consequently a term of purely local sig- 
nification, and I am inclined to think that as the 
word Lepcha is locally applied to the sacred cairns 
or piles of stones on which flags, written prayers, 
and other emblems of Lama Buddhism are placed, 
that the name was originally given by the aborigines 
of the hills to the Mongol intruders, whose presence 
amongst them these rude votive altars became indi- 
cative of. This supposition is the more probable 
from the fact that the word we call Lepcha is pro- 
nounced by the Nepaulese Lapcha, and is employed 
by them to distinguish the same class of people thd 
i t  is by us. 

The word Sikim, like Lepcha, is a purely local one, 
and only used by its inhabitants in conversation with 
Europeans or natives from the plains, or the neigh- 
bowing hills. It is of Hindoostanee origin, and by 
the Nepaulese is pronounced See-i-what it means 1 
have been unable to ascertain. By the Sikimese 
their country is called Dee-jon, or the ccrice-gro~ing 
place "-so at least I have been informed by Cheeboo 
Lama. 

There is no doubt that the Lepches proper, though 
as pure a specimen of the Mongolian race as the 
Thibetians, still differ from them, inasmuch as their 
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language is different, which is in accordance with 
what might be expected ; the dialect of Mongolia 
differing from the dialect of Thibet.* Their dress 
also differs somewhat, though both wear the tail. 
The Lepcha frequently wears a small " pork pie " 
shaped hat, made of yellow silk, with a red silk lmob 
on the top of it, the turned up part being lined wit11 
a coarse kind of black velvet. This hat bears a close 
resemblance to that which is commonly worn by the 
BIongolians from the neighbourhood of the Great 
Wall and the desert of Gobi, who bring their com- 
modities for sale to Peking-the difference being that 
in the case of the latter the turned-up part is covered 
with fur, and has a slit behind, from which two 
pieces of ribbon hang down the back. 

To sum up in a few words what has been said 
about the Sikimese, they consist of two classes of 
people, the one being of Mongolian, the other of 
Thibetian descent; neither of them consequently 
aboriginal to the country, any more than the Bho- 
tanese are to the hill tract and portion of the plains 
of Bengal that they have effected possessioll of. 

It may seem to some that I have just arrived a t  a 
conclusion differing but little from that colltained in 
the account given in the " Darjeeling Handbook," 
to which I commenced by taking exception. A re- 
perusal, however, of the quotation referred to will 
show that this is not the case ; the alleged aboriginal 
Lepchas or Rongs, and Thibetian Lepchas or 
Kharnba,~, being there represented as " now the same 
in all essentials of language, custom, alld habit ;" 

* Evrn thr dialrcts of Thibrt  differ, the inha1)itnnts of thc Eastern 
parts of the country not undcrstauding those of thc Wcsterl~. 
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whereas I do not admit that any essential difference 
can ever have existed between them ; believing them 
to  be both of Mongolian origin, and therefore dis- 
tinct from the Thibetian element in Sikim-in other 
words, from the Sikim Bhoteahs ; Lepcha being a 
sort of collective synonym for the whole, whether 
Thibetian or Mongolian, which has proved very mis- 
leading. The absence of clear views on this subject, 
as well as the general confusion of terms which 
exists, I believe to be solely attributable to the fact 
that the admixture of the Mongolian element with 
that  of the Thibetian in the Himalayas of Sikim has 
hitherto been overlooked. The traditional distinction 
between the Rongs and the Khambas, referred to by 
Captain Hathorn, may be, that, though of the same 
people, they are sprung from separate clans or tribes, 
one of which may have established itself at an 
earlier date than the other in the country of their 
adoption. 

At a future page, when I come to narrate a con- 
versation I had on this subject with Cheeboo Lama, 
who is himself a Lepcha proper (Mongolian), I shall 
be able to show how exceedingly difficult i t  is to  
obtain information regarding it, however favourablg 
one may be locally situated, even he who, according 
to Mr. Eclen, " has studied the histories of Thibet 
and the countries adjoining it more than any living 
man," being singularly inaccurately informed ~vitll 
reference to the circumstances under which his race 
became settled in Sikim, and also with respect to its 
philology. 

As the term Lcpcha is now so identified wit11 the 
word Sikimese, end two redly distinct in- 
cluded nnder it, the nimplest mode of distinguishillg 
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them will be by adopting the terms Mongolian, 
Lepcha, and Thibetian Lepcha ; Sikim Bhoteah 
being synonymous with the latter amongst the 
people themselves, when interrogated concerning 
their descent. 

From what has been said the reader will probably 
be better able to understand such casual observations 
as occur in the course of my jottings a t  Darjeeling, 
respecting the types of the great Mongolian race 
which are met with in this part of the Himalayas, and 
in thus differing from the authorities I have quoted 
it is only fair to state that, but for the advantages I 
had while residing a t  Peking of becoming familiar 
with the characteristic of the Mongolian tribes, I 
should not have been in a position to do otherwise 
than they have done, namely, trust to local tradition, 
which amongst the people hi question there is reason 
to believe is by no means a reliable source of iiiforma- 
tion. 

I may add that I brought the view now pro- 
pounded of the descent of these so-called Lepchas, 
under the notice of Lieutenant-Colonel Shelton, of the 
Bengal Staff Corps, Station Interpreter a t  Darjeeling, 
and the Reverend Mr. Niebel, who has resided therc 
twenty-two years, both of whom have devoted con- 
siderable attention to the question of race, and are 
well acquainted with the Lepcha character, and I 
had the satisfaction of fhdiiig that it was hvourably 
entei-tnined by thein ; as i t  seeined to be a reasonable 
explanation of a rlistinction between the two 31011- 
goli:~,n eleineiits of Sikim, which hithel.to had beell 
so obscure as to counteuailce the idea of one of them 
being aboriginal. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Military Arrangements a t  Darjeeling-Formation of a movable Column 
-Protective Measures-The Soubah of Dhumsong a State Prison~r 
--The Cantonment of Senchal-Relation between the suicidal Mania 
and foggy Weather-Route to the Rungee tCane  Suspension Bridge 
-Sikim-Venomous Insects-The Teesta and the Bhotan Frontier- 
Heat of the Valley-Our advanced Picket-Cross the Teesta- 
Nature of the Suspension Bridge - Bhotaneee Peasants - Their 
Arrows-Track orer Pushok Mountain-Return to Darjeeling. 

ON arriving a t  the Convalescent Depot a t  Julla 
Pahar, the headquarters of the 80th was temporarily 
established there, until accommodation could be 
found for it in the station of Da rjeeling, where two 
companies from the cantonment a t  Senchal were at 
the time quartered, while a third company was at 
Julla Pahar. These arrangements had been made 
consequent on the apprehension~l entertained that 
t'he Bhotanese would attack the Civil Station, and 
coincident with our arrival, instructions had been re- 
ceived from the Government that as soon as practicable 
accommodation for the whole of the 80th Regiment 
(less three companies a t  Senchal) was to be provided 
in Ddeeling-the Wing detached to Mynagoorie 
having been stopped at  Julpigorie and ordered tojoill 
headquarters a t  Da rjeeling. Orders were a t  the same 
time issued for the formation of a movable column, to  
consist of a battery of artillery with two mountain 
howitzers and two 54 inch mortars, 300 men of the 
80th Regiment, 200 of the 17th Native Infantry, and 
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a company of Sebundy Sappers. The baggage of the 
colulnn to be conveyed by ponies ; owing to the uncer- 
t i n t y  connected with coolie transport, especially 
during military operations. 

The battery of Royal Artillery being then on the 
up, and as the most suitable accommodation 

for it was a t  the convalescent depot, it was decided 
to quarter it there, which necessitated arrangeinents 
being a t  once made for removing the head-quarters of 
the 80th to Darjeeling. Accordingly, on the 21st of 
March, Colonel Hawkes, Captain Staunton of the 
Royal Engineers, and myself, went down to Darjeel- 
iizg to select such vacant houses as could be converted 
into temporary barracks. A good but rather steep 
road, protected on the outside by a wooden fence, 
communicates between Julla Pahar and Darjeeling : 
connecting as it were the two stations-the hill of the 
one joining on to that of the other by a ridge about 
midway down the road. On the slopes of both hills, 
houses are built a t  intervals the whole way along. 
Some of them belong to perinanelit residents, while 
others have been built with a view to their being 
let to invalids froin the plains of Bengal. 

The unsettled state of matters on the frontier a t  this 
period had operated against the interests of the pla,ce 
as a sailitariuin, aild several vacant houses were found 
tolerably well adn,pted for the purpose walited-that is 
to say, the accomniodation was much superior to that 
njfiorded by tents, but by no ineniis up to the modern 
sni~ita~ry ~ta~nd:~rrl, which, with every feeling of respect 
for whn't II;\(S as its basis the lnnintellallce and im- 
1)rovanent of the headtll of soldiers, I must say aims 
:lt, t l ~ g r ~ c  of nl~iforrnit,~ of l,erfection which it is 
simply inll~rncticcrblc to cnsry ant otllerwise than in 

1' 
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model barracks-a form of accomlnodation which 
can only be extended to soldiers in connection with 
one phase of their military career-namely, peace ; 
and even then it is far from that easy matter that 
sanitarians, especially those of the amateur class, seem 
to think. All the houses we looked at were fully fur- 
nished, and the chief difficulty the owners seemed to 
have in letting them for barracks referred to the dis- 
posal of the furniture, storage being both scarce and 
expensive in Darjeeling. 

Of the two companies then in the station, one com- 
manded by Captain Amiel was quartered partly in a 
house called the Dell, partly in the old native hospital, 
while the other company under Captain Sullivan was 
lower down the hill in the station theatre. Double 
sentries and a guard were posted at a point called the 
Chow Rusta, overlooking the valley of the Rungeet ; 
the quarter from which the Bhotanese were expected 
to attack. Two mountain howitzers were also in 
readiness at  the Dell, and signals of communication 
had been arranged by guns and rockets, so that in the 
event of an attack the companies from Julla Pahar 
and Senchal would come down in support. Advanced 
pickets of the 17th Native Infantry were some miles 
in front on the banks of the Rungeet and the Teesta- 

The following day in the course of visiting the 
rooms in occupation a s  barracks in Darjeeling along 
with the Adjutant (Lieutenant Huskisson) we found 
that one of them in the old native hospital was used 
as a place of confinement for a Bhotanese official, the 
Soubah of Dhumsong, who had been made prisoner un- 
der the following circumstances. In  the first instance 
he had submitted to the authority of the British, and 
having given up his fort without resistance, was al- 
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lowed to reside at  Dhumsong. He was afterwards, 
through the interception of a letter, detected cor- 
responding with his own Government, and detailing a 
plan by which, if authorised, he would undertake with 
a small body of inen to cut off the detachment of the 
17th Native Infantry at  the time stationed there. I n  
consequence of this he was arrested, and it was 
thought the best course to destroy the fort and with- 
draw the detachment, which was done. The Soubah 
was a fine looking old man, very thick set and muscu- 
lar, with a round face, open counteiiance, and thick 
head of black curly hair.* He was dressed in a blue 
cloth robe thickly lined, and had a countryman of 
his own attending him as servant. He seemed in 
very good spirits and was sitting outside in the veran- 
dah, playing at  a kind of native draughts with the 
Havildar of Police in whose charge he was, and ap- 
peared to be getting the best of the game. There did 
not seem to be any intention of adoptin, more severe 
measures towards him than deprivation of liberty for 
the time being-nor could any other course well be 
pursued, as the proposal he made to his Government 
was oilly what might have been expected under the 
circumstances. 

Orders having been received from the Government 
to the effect that a Board, composed of the Officer 
commanding the Station, the Executive Royad En- 
gineer, and the Scnior Medical officer, should examine 
n'nd report on the nadllre and amollnt of the accommo- 
tion for en rope:^^^ troops ill the barracks at Julln 
Pa,ha.r and Senchal, Colonel Hawkes, Captain Staun- 

* T h c  I l l l n ~ n n c s ~  ncithci. s h a r p  the front of tho  hc:id nor wear tails, 
though iu other rcapccts they arc. l ike the Thibetians. 

T 2 
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ton, and myself were occupied the greater portion of 
the first week after our arrival at  this duty. On the 
24th of March we visited Senchal ; proceeding to it by 
descending the Julla Pahar hill to the narrow and 
short ridge called the " saddle," connecting the two 
mountains. Crossing this we ascended Senchal from 
a point about 5,000 feet above the sea, by a zigzag 
path. The barracks, which though commenced in 
1857 were not completed or occupied until 1860, we 
found to be in a very tumble-down condition : their 
walls being of the flimsy structure known as " wattle 
and dab," supported on stone foundations. Alto- 
gether there were about thirty small single-storied 
buildings, arranged in various ways on a long ridge 
about a hundred feet from the top of the mountain ; 
some of them being parallel to each other, others lon- 
gitudinally on elevations on the ridge. The roofs 
were originally of sheet-iron, and were found to leak, 
they were then covered with thatch which proved 
combustible from the sparks from the wood fires, and 
had to be re-covered with a layer of sheet-iron in the 
neighbourhood of the chimneys. The hospital, from 
having a glass verandah round it, was the best build- 
ing out of a very bad lot. The barracks generally 
were at  the time under repair, and upwards of thirty 
men of the 80th stationed there, were receiving 
twelve annas (eighteen pence) per diem working pay 
as labourers, while four men who were tradesmen 
were getting a rupee per diem in addition to their 
military pay; which in India is ninepence a day and 
a complete ration. There can be no doubt that the 
selection of Senchal a8 a military station was a mis- 
take on the part of Dr. Camljbell; as, from its great 
height it is enveloped hy clouds t,hr gre;~ter portion of 
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the gear, besides coming in for an amount of rain 
much in excess of what is experienced a t  Darjeeling. 
The only grounds on which the place could have been 
selected must have been from a desire to keep the 
military and civil elements of the settlement a t  as 
great a distance from each other as practicable. A 
more dreary residence for the British soldier than the 
cantonmellt of Mount Senchal could not well be 
found, or one more likely to develop the suicidal 
mania where a predisposition to it exists.* It is to be 
hoped as soon as the 13hotan difficulties are termina- 
ted, that the Government in place of rebuilding these 
barracks will direct their being pulled down, and such 
materials as may be available applied to the construc- 
tion of new ones in a inore suitable and cheerful 
locality. 

On Sunday, the 26th of March, the head-quarters 
of the 80th Regiment marched to church a t  Dar- 
jeeling with the band playing, which caused extra- 
ordinary excitement amongst the Lepchas, who 
flocked up the mountain sides in all directions, and 
crowded round the inusicians ; the present being the 
first time the hea,d-quarters of a European regiment, 
had ever been to Darjeeling. The same afternoon a 
portion of the detachment tenlporarily located ntiJ 
Julla Puhar moved down to the civil station, and the 
following day the 7th Battery of the 2211~1 Brigade 
Royal .Artillery, under the coinmand of Captain 
Taylor, arrived and wcat into the qna,rters tbns 
vajcatecl at  the Convalesceilt Depot. 

A t  six o'cloclr oil the inornii~g of the 29th of 

* An illl~stration will br fo1111tl nt n ftitllrr p n p  (undrr dntc May tllc 

6tli), si~pporti~ig t l i ~  1)vlicf n~l i ir l~  is c.iitc~ri:~inctl by mnliy, rli:~t n rclntion 
exists l)c.t\rc~-n s ~ ~ i r i d : ~ l  i l i sa~~ i ty  nntl inctc~orologic~:il inti 11(>11cvs. 
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March, along with Lieutenants Ridout and Howard 
of the 80th, I started from Julla Pahar for the 
valleys of the Rungeet and the Teesta for the pur- 
pose of visiting the frontiers of Sikim and Bhotan. 
The sun was just rising, and the snow-covered peaks 
of the distant ranges were seen with remarkable dis- 
tinctness. From Darjeeling we descended by a steep 
and rugged path to the Lepcha village of Leebong, 
situated a t  the commencement of a spur on the 
opposite side of the Darjeeling Hill, from where the 
station is. It consists of a number of bamboo frame- 
work huts, raised about four feet from the ground, 
and roofed with split bamboo. This village has been 
long a place of rendezvous for the Thibetian and 
Bhotanese traders, and on the slope of the Darjeeling 
hill, immediately above it, Cheeboo Lama resides in 
a small European-built house, roofed with shingles. 
This form of roofing is in general use for English 
residences in British Sikim-as it is in Australia. 
The split wood is put on in the same manner as 
slates, and after it has been exposed for a short time 
to the sun i t  acquires a grey colour, which to the 
eye of a stranger gives the houses the appearance of 
being roofed with light-coloured slates. The roofs 
of the Convalescent Depot are of this material, and 
why those of the Senchal Barracks were not ori- 
ginally made so, I am unable to say. 

From Daljeeling to the Rungeet the distance is 
twelve miles ; and from Leebong the course to it 
was one of continuous descent by a winding path 
for upwards of 6,000 feet: the bed of the river being 
1,000 feet above the level of the sea,. After we had 
descended about half-way we came amongst some 
tea-gardens, the plant not thriving well a t  altitudes 
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exceeding 4,000 feet. The bushes in the plantations 
we passed were about a foot and a half high, and 
four feet apart ; their leaves being about the size of 
small laurel ones, but differing from them by having 
serrated edges. Leaves of that size, however, are 
not used for tea-making, only the young ones in their 
early stage of growth. 

af ter  we had descended continuously for nearly 
three hours, a t  the rate of about four miles an hour, 
the rustling of water was heard, which proved to be 
a stream called the Rungnoo, which flows down the 
valley and joins the Rungeet. Near where it takes 
its origin in one of the spurs of Senchal, there is a 
mineral spring, to which invalids are occasionally 
sent from the Convalescent Depot, a hut  having 
been erected for their accommodation. 

Shortly after the waters of the Rungnoo were 
heard, the Rungeet River came into view, several 
hundred feet underneath where we then were, its 
stream having a singularly black appearance ili the 
distance, from the dark shadows of the lofty and 
almost perpendicular jungle on each side of its 
banks. Continuing to descend we reached the 
Rungnoo, near where it joins the Rungeet, and 
crossing it by a rustic bridge we found ourselves on 
the right bank of the latter river, near where a cane 
sllspension bridge of singular construction has been 
thrown across it into the territory of the Sikim 
Itf~ja. 111 a rude stockaclc commanding this bridge a 
Cornpally of the 17th Native Infantry was posted as 
an advanced picqnct, in case the Bhotallese migllt 
attempt to enter Dnrjceling from the Sikim frontier. 

H:i'ving brought some brea,kfa,st with us, carried 
by roolie, wc crossed the Rungeeti by the cane 
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suspension bridge, which, as it swung about over the 
rushing torrent underneath, was calculated t o  try 
the nerves of any one not having implicit confidence 
in the integrity of native engineering. Near the 
bridge a family of Sikimese were residing ,in a 
raised bamboo hut, similar to those at Leebong. 

The owner of the house was very civil, and allowed 
US to come in and take our breakfast on the floor, 
the house being without f~~rniture of any kind 
beyond a cooking hearth, which is one of the cha- 
racteristics of the residences of the Lepcha 
Bhotanese peasants. The Sikilneae family were alto- 
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gether above anything like caste prejudices, and 
were delighted to partake of the remains of our 
meal. The coolie again who had carried it was a Ne- 
paulese, and who consequently was a Hindoo, would 
not touch it, though no doubt hungry and tired after 
his twelve miles' walk. Neither would he take some 
sherry that was offered to  him. The Sikiinese 
however did so without hesitation, and asked for 
more. 

While a t  breakfast we were repeatedly bitten by 
'' pipsees," venomous insects resembling small flies, 
and one of the chief plagues of the banks of the 
Rungeet. Their bite'draws blood, and leaves a dark 
raised stain, which remains for some time, and very 
frequently occasions troublesome sores. The sepoys 
of the 17th were a t  the time suffering severely from 
them, several of the men having been rendered inca- 
bable of duty owing to the large sores the bites had 
occasioned. 

The country in the neighbourhood of the hut pre- 
sented no diversity of appearance; all that  was to 
be seen being a dense jungle of bamboo trees, tra- 
versed by two narrow paths, the one to the eastward 
co~nmunica~ting with a road leading to Tooinlooag, 
the capital. 

After breakfast we returned to the British side of 
the Rungeet, and called on Lieutenant Dawes com- 
manding the detachment. He had lately returned 
with it from Dhumsong ; the position having been 
abandoned on the fort being dcstroyed. The sun 
was now very strong, and the heat in the valley 
oppressive. Up to this period we ha,d not used our 
ponies, so as to keep them as fresh as possible for 
the more fatiguing joilrney homewards in the after- 
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noon, involving 6,000 feet of steep ascent. Having 
got thus far, notwithstanding the heat, I determined 
to go on and take a look at  Bhotan, which I was 
able to do easily through the kindness of Mr. Dawes, 
who lent me his pony, and thus escaped the fatigue 
of walking the whole distance, which otherwise I 
should have experienced. 

Following the course of the Rungeet in an easterly 
direction for six miles along a very bad path, which 
had been recently cut on the steep bank of the river, 
and which a number of Nepaulese coolies were en- 
deavouring to convert into a narrow road, I came to 
where the Rungeet joins the Teesta. The opposite 
bank of the latter river was formed by the abrupt 
slope of mountains about 4,000 feet high, and covered 
with jungle from the water's edge to their summits- 
this was Bhotan. High up the mountain sides here 
and there a solitary hut and little patch of cultivation 
could be seen-the latter appearing as bright green 
spots, at  distant intervals, contrasting strongly with 
the dark hue of the large surface of forest jun- 
gle surrounding them. The Teesta hereabouts is a 
swift and deep rolling stream, between two and three 
hundred feet wide ; its current running down to- 
wards the plains at the rate of about ten miles an hour. 
I turned to the right, and following its downward 
course for a mile, came to a suspension bridge similar 
to the one over the Rungeet, but in a, much more 
shalcy and doubtful condition. Here, another picpet 
of the 1 7tmh Native Infantry was .qtationed, and on the 
bank 500 feet above, a colnpany of the same regiment 
under Lieutenant Barlow was quartered in barnboo 
huts ; the ascent to which being very steep. 

The heat was now intense, the Teesta here flowing 
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betweennlountain banlcs, the heights of which average 
from four to six thousand feet. I have rarely felt 
heat more oppressive, and certainly never felt any- 
thing more grateful, than a draught of the cool water 
from the river, drank from the hands of one of the 
Sepoys, joined together to form a CUP : the only mode 
of getting water at  the time available. 

Having thus refreshed myself and left my pony in 
charge of the guard, I crossed over into Bhotan by 
the suspension bridge, which proved to be in a very 
rickety state compared with the one a t  Rungeet, 
which was of more recent construction, and found 
myself upon a steep, narrow and rugged path, re- 
sembling a sheep track, and surrounded by jungle- 
this was the high road to Dhumsong and Dhaliin- 
kote, by which Mr. Eden's mission entered Bhotan. 
I ascended it for about two hundred feet, but seeing 
110 prospect of a change of scenery for an indefinite pe- 
riod, I returned to the bridge, and on the way down 
the hill I met two friendly Bhotanese, who came out 
of the j~xagle by a side path. They were arined with 
bows and arrows, the latter carried in a bamboo 
quiver sllmg across the shoulder, and fitted with large 
barbed iron heads, apparently poisoned. These ar- 
rows, I am told, are used for hunting purposes, and 
that as a general rule they do not poison theill in 
warfi~re. The men were dressed in loose short robes, 
coming down to the knee, made of dusky-rcd woollen 
material, and on their heads they had the sma,l1 felt hat 
llsllally worn by peasants in the north of China. They 
were civil, and allowed me to examine their weapons. 
They followed me down to the bridge, but did not 
venture on i t  till I had crossed, and then came over 
themselves, one at a time ; showing that their confi- 
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dence was not great in the bridge at  that period, and 
with good reason, as a few weeks afterwards it be- 
came unserviceable, and a new one had to be con- 
structed. The dimensions of this primitive suspen- 
sion bridge, I may state, were seven paces of gentle 
incline to where the chief wooden supports were se- 
cured, at the water's edge on the right bank, seventy- 
six paces of suspended portion to the supports on the 
Bhotan side, and five paces of descent to the bank; 
making its total length about 270 feet. With the 
exception of the wooden supports on each bank, the 
whole structure was composed of cane-creepers and 
bamboo ; not a nail, peg, or particle of rope-work en- 
tering into its composition. 

The mountain on the British side overlooking the 
suspension bridge, is called Pushok, and until the re- 
cent attempt at road-making along the banks of the 
Rungeet and Teesta, the only means of reaching this 
part of the latter river, where the communication 
existed with Bhotan, was by a path across Pushok 
hill, from a point on the Rungeet about midway be- 
tween the cane bridge and the junction of the river 
with the Teesta. It was this track that Mr. Eden's 
mission had to take, and it very probably will have to  
be resumed; as the road in course of formation is 
almost certain to be swept away during the rainy 
season. 

I got back to the post on the Rungeet at half-past 
four, and by five o'clock the force of the sun was 011 

the decline, and we started homewards, reaching 
Julls Pahar the same evening a little after nine 
o'clock, having found the ngcent jn the dark r n t h r  
trying ancl tedious. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Recommencement of Hostilities by the Left Brigade under Brigadirr- 
General Tytler-Recapture of Balla-Translation of a Bhotanese 
Document found in the Stockade- Dislodgement of the Bhotanese 
from B~ura  and Chamoorchee-Evacuation of Bishensing-Opera- 
tions on tho Right under Brigadier-Gencral Tombs-Examination 
of the Passes leading to Dewangiri-Commuaication from the Tongso 
Penlow-Advance on Dewangiri-Attack on the Position-Its Cap- 
ture and Slaughter of the Enciny-Firing of the 55th Regiment- 
Destruction and Evacuation of Dewangiri - Termination of Field 
Operations and Distribution of the Force of Occupation and Defence. 

THE Bhotan Field Force, in place of being as for- 
merly one command, was now divided into two inde- 
pendent ones, under Brigadier Generals Tombs and 
Frazer Tytler respectively, and designated Right and 
Left Brigades. To the latter the Darjeeling force 
belonged, and formed its extreme left. On the 15th 
of March General TTytler commenced operations, and 
recaptured Balla without difficulty. The attacking 
force consisted of a Wing of the 18th Regiment of Na- 
tive Infantry, the 19th and 30th Puiljaubees, with the 
Armstrong guns and mortars attached to the brigade. 
The stockade (Tazagong) was exposed to a heavy fire 
from the artillery and set in flames. The infantry 
then advanced froin two directions and drove the enemy 
out. The Bhotanese lost 44 men, and requested per- 
missioil to bury their dead, which was granted. The 
Britisll loss was three inen lrilled and sixteen woun- 
ded, thcsc casualties being collfincd to the 18tl1, 19tl1, 
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and 30th Regiments. Captain Magregor, the Brigade 
Major, referred to  as having been wounded at  Dha- 
limkote, was again wounded a t  this place ; being shot 
through the hand. 

A document addressed by the Angdu Forung Jung- 
pen to the Bhotanese official a t  Balla, of which the 
following is a translation, was found in the stockade : 
" I have heard that  you are prudently acting, by 
building a strong stockade a t  Tazagong, for the pro- 
tection of our country from the attacks of the ambi- 
tious and all-country-destroying English. As the hot 
season is a t  hand, you have requested permission to 
leave the position. I am aware that the place is get- 
ting warm, but if you return without gaining a deci- 
ded victory, the great Chiefs and Lamas will surely 
hold you in great disgrace. So resolve never to come 
back but die in war. If you now come back, then 
what avail the hardship you have undergone so long 
in fortifying the position ? What was the good of 
your undergoing labour so hard that you have reck- 
onecl one day as ten? What  is the consequence of 
your lying in the open air whole nights, and sleeping 
upon the grass, having only a stone for your pillow 'r' 
Certainly the old Penlow of Paro will be highly dis- 
pleased with your conduct, in spite of all the troubles 
you have undergone. In fact, in that case you will 
have no excuse to offer to the same. I am informed 
that the old Zimpen, instead of accompanying ~011, 

went to the Lama. I am also informecl that four inen 
mere killed in a battle. Do not be afraid on account 
of it, but remember that they were killed for the sake 
of their country. Resolve that we must take vcn- 
geance for it, by punishing the ambitious English, 
the expense of our own Lives. It is better io have our 



bodies cut into pieces than to come back without pun- 
ishing the enemy. He who is the most prudent ;md 
careful can never be defeated. The Paro Penlow is 
deterlnined to fight a t  all hazards, and retain one side 
of the country. Resolve that we should work hard, 
so as to cut the hardest stones and iron to  pieces. 
B d a  cannot be very hot this season, so do not fear 
sickness ; and in the hot season there is a cool place 
for you a t  Tazagong. In the hot season the troops 
will fight, and if they get sick we cannot help it. 
Buxa, Chamoorchee, and Tazagong, are cool places ; 
we shall therefore be able to fight from there. I 
alone have considered the propositions from head to 
foot. You make a committee and consider the ways 
of keeping our country. I am ready to accompany 
you, but as there is a festival held by our Lamas, I am 
obliged to remain with them. It will be finished on 
the 10th. I shall answer the letters from the East 
and the West on the 11th or 12th.-come home on 
the 13th, and start to join you on the 15th. Most 
probably I shall arrive a t  your place on the 18th or 
10th ; but do not be sorry if I do not join you at the 
time I mention." This document is of some interest, as 
it shows that, however inuch the Bhotanese may fight 
amongst themselves, and however chronic the state of 
warfare may be between the Penlows of Eastern and 
Western Bhotan, they nevertheless seem to act in 
linison in resisting foreign invasion. 

The force under General Tytler now moved towards 
Buxa, where the Bhotanese had established them- 
selves in stockades in the neighbourhood of the posi- 
tion held by 11s at that place. They were taken 
possession of without opposition on the 23rd of March, 
the Bhotaiiesr having abandoned them on the ap- 
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proach of the troops. After this, a movement was 
rnade towards Chamoorchee, and on the 24th of 
March the stockades there were evacuated, imme- 
diately on the artillery opening fire, and before the 
infantry had approached within storming distance. 

As regards the operations of the Right Brigade, it 
will be remembered that  about the same time that 
Dewangiri was attacked, and captured by the Bho- 
tanese, an  attempt was made to dislodge three com- 
panies of the 44th Native Infantry, stationed at Bis- 
hensing, which was successfully resisted. I n  conse- 
quence, however, of the distance of this position and 
the difficulty of keeping up communication and sup- 
plies, it was decided to withdraw the garrison and de- 
stroy such defences as had been constructed during 
our brief occupation of the place. Accordingly Colo- 
nel Richardson proceeded there a second time, with a 
portion of his column from Sidlee, and on the 25th of 
February destroyed the position and withdrew the de- 
tachment of his regiment from it. How this post ever 
was included amongst those, the occupation of which 
were considered necessary, is not easy of compre- 
hension. 

On the 7th of March, Brigadier General Tombs ar- 
rived a t  Gowhatty, and from thence went on to the 
camp a t  Koomrekatta, where preliminary arrange- 
ments were commenced for the recapture of Dewen- 
giri : active operations being deferred until the arri- 
val of the battery of Royal Artillery and the head- 
quarters of the 55th Regiment. 

Koomrekatta Fort is on a,n extensive plain forty- 
one miles from Gowhatty, and between five and six ill 
a straight line from the foot of the Bhotan hills. At 
t'he time in qneation i t  was n mere earthwork, whid  
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had been constructed by US in 1856. This fort was 
t,he site of the camp, where the troops were collecting 
for an  advance on Dewangiri. 
In st note at  page 199, I have stated that Dewangiri 

is the terminus where five passes comlnunicating with 
the plains meet. The names of these, cominencing 
with the one most to  the eastward, are the Baladee, 
Gooroogaon, Durunghah, Libra, and S~obhankhatt~a 
Passes. In the whole of them the Bhotanese threw 
up works to oppose our advance on Dewangiri ; the 
place admitting of being approached by any one of 
the five. 

Reconnoitering parties were sent out from Koom- 
reekatta to examine these defences. On the 13th of 
March a reconnaisance was made of the Baladee 
Bass, the most eastern of them, by Captain Norman, 
w1~h two companies of native infantry, which resulted 
in the capture of the stockades ; the Bhotanese eva- 
cuating them with a loss of twenty-four men. On 
the 17th of the same month, a force of 800 infantry 
with four guns went up to a stockade in the Du- 
mngali Pass, from which the Bhotanese fired a few 
shots at  the colulnn as it a,pproached, alld thell 
evacuated the position. The follotving day, the Soob- 
hankhatta Pass was examined by two hulldred men, 
who proceeded up i t  to within about three nliles of 
I)ewangiri. The pass was there foluld to be strollgly 
stockaded, a,nd the officer in corninand of the party 
hatving instructions not to attack ally defellces that 
he might meet with, withdrew his men alld returlled 
to  Koomreekatta. On the 21st of March the Libl.a 

Gooroogaon Pleses were similarly exalnincd ; 
Brigadier-Cencr;~l Tolllbs accomp;~nyiil~ recon- 
naissances. 

U 
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While the force was thus occupied until the Euro- 
pean artillery and infantry arrived, two messengers 
who had been sent to Dewangiri to make inquiries 
after the prisoners in the hands of the Bhotanese, 
returned to Koomrekatta, and from what they said 
s favourable impression was formed of the Tongso 
Penlow ; who it appeared treated them kindly, gave 
them a good dinner, and safe convoy clear of the 
hills. He  had also treated the prisoners well, and 
altogether seemed to be by no means such an objec- 
tionable character as he had made himself to Mr. 
Eden. He sent his compliments to the officials in 
camp, stating that he was quite well, and hoped that 
they were so likewise. At a subsequent period a 
communication was received from him to the follow- 
ing effect+" You are wanting Dewangiri again, but 
from whom did you receive permission to take pos- 
session of it, when you first captured i t ?  You will 
either have to fight with us or write a letter to the 
Dhurma R?ja, if you are desirous to recover De- 
wangiri. I f  he gives it to you, then we must yield. 
Apart from the question of Dewangiri, i t  is our 
desire to obtain possession of the lands formerly 
held by US. You used to give one part to us and 
keep the rest. This not having been given, we are 
not so angry, because when we were powerless, you 
took possession of Dewangiri, but when we were 
really angrg, you were driven out of it. There is no 
quarrel a t  all between us, if yon will allow us to 
possess the lands on the former boundaries. Wc 
have stated to you the order of the Dhurma Raja, (lo 
as you like now." There would seem to be no doubt 
thzt when me first commenced operations in De- 
cc.lnllsr 1864, the Bhotanese had made no preparz- 
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tions to resist us, probably looking up011 the ulti- 
matum of the Government as a mere threat that 
~vould not be enforced. 

By the end of March, the 3rd Battery of the 25th 
Brigade Royal Artillery and the headquarters of the 
65th Regiment had reached Koomrekatta. The 
rains being now close a t  hand, an immediate ad- 
vance on Dewangiri was imperative. Accordingly, a t  
two o'clock on the morning of the 1st of April, an 
advanced guard of 1,000 men, consisting of one com- 
pany of the 55th Regiment, the Eurasian battery of 
Artillery, and detachments of the 12th, 29th, and 
44th Regiments of Native Infantry, marched fisom 
Koomrekatta and entered the Durungah Pass ; which 
was the one that it had ultimately been decided to 
a,pproa,ch Dewangiri by. Passing an abandoned 
stockade about two and a half miles from the mouth 
of the pass, the advanced guard, some distance 
further on, came to a second stockade from which a, 
fire was opened. A gun was brought to bear upon 
it, after a few rounds from which, the fire ceased, and 
the troops advancing on the stockade found i t  empty, 
with the exceptioi~ of the remains of a man killed 
by a shell. The defences consisted of two rows of 
trecs with stones between them, and soine time mas 
occupied in clearing the obst~ructions away. After 
this was done, the column advanced to the estrcinity 
of the pass, alnd halted in the jungle a t  the foot of 
the hill leading to Dewirngiri. Here, the ~ l ~ a i a  body 
of the force, consisting of the Battery of Roy:ll 
Artillery, llcad-qualrters of tllc 55th Regiment,, thc 
1 2tl11, 2!)t111, aild 44th Native Inf;r.ntrp, ndso 1,:rrt of 
tlllr 43r(1, arrived in the course of tlie eveldng. 

The follolving morning at seven o'clock, t,hc troops 
u 2 
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advanced up the hill towards Dewangiri, the Bho- 
tanese position now consisting of a centre stockade 
flanked by one on each side, distant respectively from 
the centre one 120 and 250 yards-the latter being 
on the right. A company of the 55th, in skirmish- 
ing order, covered the advance. The artillery were 
now got into position a t  a range of about 600 yards, 
the howitzers on the right and the mortars on the 
left. after a few rounds, the guns were advanced 
nearer and fire reopened. Shortly afterwards a third 
advance was made, which brought the ,guns to within 
300 yards of the centre stockade. The ground was 
not a t  all suited for artillery, and but little damage 
appeared to be done by the fire. The skirmishers of 
the 55th now crept up the spur of the hill to within 
a hundred yards of the stockade and fired at the 
loopholes. 

The fire from the stocl.rades having been pretty 
well silenced, orders were given for the storming 
parties of native troops to advance. One pahy 
attempted to storm the stockade on the right but 
was driven off. Another party advanced against the 
centre stockade, and, on getting up to it, found it 
difficult of entrance, and the following officers showed 
the men the way in by climbing over the works, 
namely, Captain Trevor and Lieutenant Dundas, 
Royal Engineers, and Lieutenant Griffiths, 43rd Na- 
tive Infantry. The Bhotanese inside the stockade 
by this time appeared to have become panic stricken, 
and made no resistance. The native troops now 
poured into the stockade, and an indiscriniinnte 
slmghter of its inmates commenced; in which, the 
storming party that had been discomfited on the 
right, joined. The British officer8 clicl what they 
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could to arrest the wholesale butchery going 0% but 
their efforts were not attended with much success ; 
as nearly the whole of the Bl~otanese within the 
stockade, about 120 in number, were put to death : 
many of those who were lying on the groulld 
womded, being included in the massacre. The 
troops who behaved in this merciless manner mere 
Seiks and Pathans. Their conduct on this occasion 
was not exceptional-it is their character when ever 
they get an opportunity of so dealing with a beaten 
foe. To them the word " quarter " is unknown, and 
it appears to me questioiiable how far it is consistent 
with advancing civilization to employ a t  work of this 
kind a class of ruthless auxiliaries, whose thirst for 
Mood military discipline would seem to be unequal 
to controlling. Very different is represented to have 
been the conduct of the men of the 55th Regilllent, 
to such of the wounded, as escaped the bayonets of 
the native soldiery. They were seen supplying thein 
with water, and doing what they could to relieve their 
sufferings by placing them in inore comfortable posi- 
tions. 

The Bhotanese in thc two other stockades, seeing 
that the centre one, which was the key of their p s i -  
tion, had fallen, evacuated them and made their 
escape-such was the recapture of Dewangiri, the 
cnsu:~lties on our side being trifling. One officer, 
(Mr. Welclon, of the police) being shot in the groin, 
nilti three oficers struck on their heads with stones, 
namely, Captain Trevor and Lieutenant Dundas, 
I?. E., ancl Ensign Chatterton, 20th Punjaubees. 
The otllller casualties were confilled to the native 
troops, and a~nounted to about thirty ill all. 

The coillpniiy of skirmishers of the 5tth, wllkh 
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was the only portion of the regiment engaged, did 
very good service, and their f i e  is represented as 
having been more effective against the central 
stockade than that  of the artillery was-that is to 
say, that  its effect was greater on those inside. The 
battery of Royal Artillery was present but hardly 
engaged-the firing having been chiefly carried on 
by the Eurasian gunners. The non-effectiveness of 
their fire was attributed to the very bad ground on 
which the guns were placed, and for which there 
was no remedy. 

Dewangiri being t'hus retaken, and the prestige of 
the British rlnrne restored in this part of the world, 
it was decided that  as the place was untenable during 
the rains, it should be a t  once evacuated, and the 
buildings destroyed. The European troops got the 
route for Calcutta the following day, and' the worlr 
of destruction having been completed by the 6th of 
April, all the troops were withdrawn and the place 
abandoned. Such having been the result of the re- 
ca,yture, the query naturally suggests itself as to  
whether i t  would not have been the better course to  
have deferred making any fresh movement against 
the place until after the rainy season, when it would 
have been practicable for six months to have kept up 
coinm~mication with it, and to have furnished it wit11 
odecluate supplies in the event of its being decided 
to keep a garrison there. Whatever may be ulti- 
mately done in reference to this hill post, it is clear 
that the position originally taken np is an objection- 
able one; owing to the water anpply being corn- 
pletely at  the comma,ncl of the Bhot:~nese, ancl in the 
event of its future occupation, i t  will be necessary 
advance a mile and a half further into the countr~, 
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and select such a position as will secure the water 
being cut off as it was in February 1865. 

The operations in the Dooars and the adjoining 
hills being now completed as far as it was practica- 
ble to do anything more than act on the defensive 
until the ensuing year-should it then be the inten- 
tion to prosecute hostilities further-Brigadier- 
General Tombs returned to his command at  Gwalior, 
and the two brigades of the Dooar Field Force 
were collsolidated into one, under Brigadier-General 
Frazer Tytler; Gowhatty being fixed as the head- 
quarters. 

On the termination of active operations, the follow- 
ing became the distribution of the force, colnlnencing 
from the eastern or Lower Assam side. 

TEZPORE. Wing and headquarters of the 12th 
Bengal Native Infantry. 

KOOMREILATTA. TWO companies 44th Assam Light 
Infantry ; Troop 14th Bengal Cavalry. 

RUNGEAR. Headquarters 29th Punjaub Infantry, 
hesdquai%ers 14th Bengal Cavalry, headquarters 4#4t11 
Assam Light Infa,ntry. 

GOWHATTY. Left Wing 12th Native Infantry, 
43rd Assam Light Infa,ntry, the Eurasia11 Battery of' 
Artillery. 

DUTMAH. Left Wing 44th Assam Light Illfalltry, 
Squadron of tho 14th Bengal Cavalry. 

In atldition to the above, which constituted the dis- 
tribution of the ficlil forc,e in the Assam D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - T ~ ~  
4211d Assn.ln Light 1llfaotr-y n,lld Local Artillery were 
st;~tioncd : ~ t  Dcbroghar and ileigllbourillg posts ill 
Upper A s s ; L ~ ~ ,  to the cilatward of the Bhotan frontier. 

BIJXA. division (two guns) Arinstrong B;l,t- 
tpry (6-25, R.A) ; 011c division 5th Battery 26tll JJri- 
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gade, Royal Artillery, the 3rd Ghoorkha Regiment, and 
three companies of the 30th Punjaub Infantry. 

BALLA. The 19th Punjaub Infantry. 
PUTLA EOWA (in the Dooars). Detachment of 

Sappers and the 11th Native Infantry. 
CHAMOORCHEE. One Company of the 30th Pun- 

jaubees, and Bengal Police Battalion. 
DHALIMKOTE. One Division of the Armstrong 

Battery, and one of the 5-25th Royal Artillery; 
Wing 30th Punjaub Infantry, and company of Se- 
bundy Sappers. 

JULPESH (in the Dooars). Headquarters 5-25, and 
6-25 Royal Artillery, 5th Bengal Cavalry, and 31st 
Punjaub Infantry. 

DARJEELING. 7th Battery 22nd Brigade Royal 
Artillery ; Detachment Sebundy Sappers, the 80th 
Regiment, and two companies of the 17th Native 
Infantry.* 

* The following changes in the clistribution of the forcc. as here giren 
occurretl in the course of the ensuing month (May). The 29th and 
30th Pm~jaulwes mere withdrawn from the Dooars. A Wing of the 31st 
wcsnt to 1)hal  imkote, and the head.qnarters of the two batteries of 
artillcry a t  Julprsh werr remored to Darjerling. Chamoorchce also 
ceased to 1 1 ~  occupicd 1)y n British force, and was plncctl in charge of 
some nntire troops belonging to the Raja of Cooch Behar. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

General Tytler visits Darjeeling-Tea Planting and Mode of preparing 
the Tea in the Silrim Himalayas-View from the 8 0 t h ' ~  Mess-House 
-Change in the Weather and coincident appearance of Ague-Proofs 
of the Atmospheric Origin of the outbreak of the Disease-Goitre 
in the Himalayas, and its Cure- Lepcha propitiatory Sacrifice - 
A Native Group-Cholera appears in the Dooars-Removttl of the 
Royal Artillery to Darjeeling. 

ON the 6th of April, Brigadier-General Tytler visited 
Darjeeling and inspected the mode of location of 
the troops. The arrangements for the accominoda- 
tion of the 80th Regiment were now complete ; pri- 
vate houses for five companies had been found in 
Darjeeling, and for two conipanies on the slope of 
Julla Pahar, near the Convalescent Depot (occupied 
by artillery and about fifty invalids). Senchal sup- 
plied quarters for the three remaining companies, also 
for the woinen and children : those left behind a t  
Duin Duin having arrived the previous day. TTVO 
days afterwards the Wing froin Julpigorie rejoined 
headcparters, and all the married men were sent up 
to Senc,hal; there being no ineans of accommodating 
families in the temporary quarters taken up lower 
down. 

At this period (8th April) through the kindness of 
Mr. Crossman, Manager of the Darjeeling property 
belonging to the well known Mr. David Wilson of 
Calcutta, I had an ol~portunity of visiting the tea 
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plantation belonging to the latter, which is situated 
on the slopes underneath the collection of houses at 
the northern end of Darjeeling Station, knom as 
" Wilson's Bustee."* The plantation ranges over an 
altitude varying from two to four thousand feet, and 
we descended through it  to a distance of about fow 
miles below Darjeeling, as far as a ravine with a 
mountain-stream flowing through it, near which red 
coloured monkeys were seen sporting about in the 
trees. The plantation was not at  the time produc- 
tive; an interval of three years being required in 
British Sikim, from the period of sowing the seed 
until the bushes are fit for plucking. The soil of this 
plantation was light and stony, very similar to that in 
which the vine grows with great luxuriance in Wes- 
tern Australia. 

At Da rjeeling and vicinity, the tea seed is sow11 
about the beginning of the year, each seed being 
placed in the ground about two inches apart. The 
young plant is not interfered with for about eighteen 
months. It is then transplanted at  the commence- 
ment of the rainy season, in June ; being placed in a 
hole two feet deep, having a clear space of four feet 
on each side. This hole, in the first instance, is only 
half filled with earth; the remainder being filled in 
as the plant gradually becomes rooted. 

While moisture is indispensable for the growth of 
the tea-plant, it is also necessary for its wcll-doing 
that water sho~dcl not remain for any length of time 
in contact with it. Hill-land, as being antagonistic 
to this occnrring, is thus so far fc~vourablc to tea- 
planting, but elevation appears to be a mattcr of much 
importance, and the candid opinion of a coi1sidel;zblc 

* " nnstcc " is thc llindoovtnneo name for " villRgc," or eollcclion of 
l ini~srp.  
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portion of the tea-growing coinmunity in British 
Sikim is, that the attempt has hitherto been made a t  
so great an elevation as to render the ultimate success 
of the existing plantations very doubtful. Large 
sums of money have unquestionably been made in 
connection with tea speculation in the Darjeeling 
district, but not as the produce of tea-growing, but of 
land-jobbing, and the formation of t e a - g r o ~ n g  Com- 
panies, promising handsome dividends-the realiea- 
tion of which, however, has not, as far as I have been 
able to learn, yet commenced. 

Two kinds of tea are grown in the Darjeeliiig plan- 
tations, the one from China seed, the other from the 
seed of the tea-plant that is indigenous to Assam. 
The former is more bushy i11 shape, and throws its 
branches out nearer to the ground. It attains a 
height of from six to eight feet. The latter is longer 
in the stem, and grows to much greater height ; being 
in shape not unlike a small poplar tree. 

The operation of picking the leaves commences in 
the thirc'i year, and is carried on from April to Octo- 
ber. The labourers, who for the most part are Ne- 
padese, pick from six to sixteen pounds of leaves 
daily, accordiilg to the size and productiveiless of the 
ground. Four pounds of the soft young leaves usually 
yield one pound of inanuh~ctured tea. The aillount 
yielded per acre of course varies according to the agc 
of tllc ldmtation, hut i t  may be stated as averagillg 
from one to four niannds-in other words from 80 to 
320 ponnds. 

The followillg account of the process n,dopted of' 
~rclla'rillg blalr,lr tea is given by Captain H&thonl- 
( 6  

111 la'rfic l~lalrtationn there is gellcrally a, spscioas 
"rick 1)uilding ercctc(1 on l>llrposc for the mall.llufac- 
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ture. I n  small plantations, such as we advocate, as 
soon as 100 acres are under cultivation, a factory, 
160 feet by 45, of ruder structure would probably 
suffice. Furnaces built of ordinary, or we believe 
sometimes of cutcha (unburned) bricks must be 
erected a t  one end, with a chimney to carry off the 
smoke. Over brisk wood fires in the furnace are 
placed iron pans with two handles, such as are used 
by the native sweetmeat sellers in the bazaars in the 
plains. They are made of cast iron +inch thick. 
TWO or more strong tables, like English kitchen 
tables, are also required in the factory, These are 
generally covered with fine bamboo matting. 

"The young leaves of the tea-plant having been 
picked in the afternoon, the manufacture begins the 
following morning. They are left all night in the 
factory spread out on round trays made of flat strips 
of bamboo. I n  the morning the trays, which are 
about three feet in diameter, are placed on a muchan, 
or platform, of bamboos in the sun. On each tray are 
spread about three seers (six pounds) of leaves, form- 
ing a thin layer, half an inch over the entire surface 
of the tray. In  about two hours, when the leaves are 
limp, they are brought into the factory and placed on 
sieves, made of narrow slips of bamboo. Basket- 
work frames, three feet high, something like im- 
mense dice-boxes with the bottoms out, are then 
ranged along the floor, in the centre of each of 
which is placed an iron vessel of red hot charcoal- 
The sieves, covered thinly with leaves, are then 
placed in the upper part of the basket-work, and 
the leaves thus warmed and ' withered ' as it is 
called. They are then thrown upon the bamboo 
matting on the table, spread out and well beaten 
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with the palm of the'hand. They are tossed about 
a little, and again beaten once or twice. The men 
then take, each as many leaves as can be held easily 
in two hands, squeeze them up into a ball, and roll 
and pass it about on the table, taking it to pieces 
and again rolling it about until the leaves are con- 
siderably crushed and twisted. The mass is by this 
time very damp from the crushing out of the 
moisture of the leaves. This may be considered the 
end of the first process. The crushed and half- 
rolled leaves are then put into small deep bamboo 
baskets, which are closed up and kept in the sun or 
other warm place for two hours. 

" The next or second process is the roasting. The 
furnaces are made so hot that the hand cannot 
touch the pans. The precise heat must be gathered 
by experience. Two or three seers of the ci-ushed 
and half-rolled leaves are then t h r o m ~  into the pan. 
They are instantly tossed about the pan by two men, 
each of whom has a stick in each hand, with two 
prongs like a pitchfork. These Inen keep the leaves 
in constant motion, not a leaf being allowed to 
remain many seconds unmoved. After five lnillutes 
roasting, at  a signal the leaves are suddellly swept 
out of the pan and thrown out of the matting 011 to 
the table, and rolled again finally for about a cluarter 
of all hour. They are then spread out exceedingly 
thinly on tlie bainboo trays in the sun for allother 
two hours. This concludes the roasting process. 

" The third and last,, or drying process, now begins. 
This is a, sort of rel~et.ition of the withering process, 
The leaves are s1)read out thinly on ope11 bamboo 
sieve tra'ys, which are placed again over clear char- 
coal fires in the basket-work frames before men- 
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tioned. The leaves are some two feet or more above 
the fires, and are very carefully dried. The sieves 
are taken off once or twice, the leaves mixed and 
moved about gently with the hand, and then again 
placed over the red hot charcoal until the leaves are 
perfectly dry, crisp, and brittle. The tea is then 
ready, and should be nearly black in colour. The 
different names of Pekoe, Pouchong, Souchong, 
Congou, &c. are applied to the same teas, and merely 
distinguish those that  pass through sieves of a cer- 
tain finenesss. Still, as the younger and smaller 
leaves make the best tea, and these also will, as a 
general rule, pass through the finer sieves, there is a 
real difference in flavour between the finer and 
coarser teas." 

In the preparation of green tea, which is made 
from the same plant, the only difference is that the 
leaves are thrown a t  once into the roasting-pan 
without being withered, beaten, or rolled. After it 
has undergone the roasting process the remaining 
operations are the same as for making black tea. 

On the 15th of April, a house overlooking the 
villlage of Leebong, immediately above the residence 
of Cheeboo Lama, was taken into occupation by the 
officers of the 80th, as a mess-house. From the 
front of it four countries were distinctly seen, 
namely, Nepanl, Sikim, Bhotan, and  hib bet-in 
clear weather the snowy range towering in the dig- 
tnnce fmm east to west as far as the eye could reach: 
the lofty sno~vclad peak of Kenchinjnnga overlook- 
ing the whole. 

At this period, the weather, which, since ollr 
arrival, hacl been nsnally fine and clcnr, now became 
damp and foggy. Coincident with this atmospl~ric 
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change, the health of the soldiers undement a 
marked deterioration. Since leaving Calcutta, little 
or no sickness had occurred, with the exception of 
what took place on the march-now however the 
men began to suffer in considerable numbers from 
the forms of periodic fever, chiefly ague, which it 
has been the custom heretofore to identify with ex- 
posure to marsh malaria. Now, in the instance in 
question, the men were as far removed from such an  
iduence as it was practicable for them to be:  
clearly showing that whatever part residence in 
malarious districts may play in conferring a predis- 
position to fever, what is ordinarily called malaria, 
is not the actual exciting cause of ague fits. The 
fact, as here observed, was by no means novel to me, 
it was only confirmatory of what I have several times 
noticed before. At the time in question, ague be- 
came more prevalent in the regiment than it had 
been for three years previously, notwithstanding that 
the stations it had been in were of the nature mucll 
more likely than Darjeeling to give origin to activc 
inalarious disease. 

It must not be supposed that there was anything 
connected with the circumstances under which the 
soldiers were either placed a t  the time, or had beell 
shortly before, which rendered them exceptionally 
snsceptible of the atmospheric influence a t  tile time 
prevailing ; because the civil community were simi- 
larly affected. The morbific agent, therefore, was 
~nre ly  atlnospheric, and altogether unconnected with 
local Ca1lsC8 s ~ ~ h  ns those tha,t modern sanitarinlls 
cndc>avonr to  identi€y almost every devi a t' ion from 
h~altjll with, that suffering h ~ r n a n i t , ~  is heir t,o. 

On ilq'ccting thc dctacllincnt a t  Senclla,l, 1 found 
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the same prevalence of ague existing there, notwith- 
standing that  the station is nearly 1,500 feet 
higher than that  of Darjeeling. On the 21st of 
April there was an  improvement in the weather; the 
fogs disappeared, as did also the showery tendency 
which had accompanied them. With this change, 
there was a corresponding disappearance of a p e .  
On the 24th of the month, however, the fog re- 
turned, and with it the disease became as prevalent 
as formerly. No abatement took place until the 
weather again became fine, which was not for some 
twelve days afterwards, and then its disappearance 
was complete : to my mind, demonstrating the very 
important part played by the nervous system, as 
subordinate to altered states of the atmospheric 
electricity, in the causation of trains of symptoms 
presenting no cognisable difference from those com- 
monly attributed to specific emanations from marshy 
soil and rank vegetation. 

While thus alluding to atmospheric influences, I 
may mention that one of the diseases that the 
natives of the hills about Darjeeling are subject to, 
is the unsightly enlargement of the throat, so 
common in Switzerland, under the name of goitre. 
The remecly which has proved of the greatest ser- 
vice in causing its removal is an ointment composed 
of fifteen g a i n s  of the bin-iodide of mercury and 
one ounce of lard. This is smeared over the goitre 
and its efficacy appears to be much increased if the 
part is exposed immediately afterwards to the sun* 
Dr. Simpson, the civil surgeon of the station, tells 
me that the curative effects of this external applica- 
tion are very striking. 

Altitude appears to confer no inilnunity from 



cllolera ; as i t  was but in 1864 that Darjeelillg w:~s 
severely visited by it, and, strange to say, the part of 
the settlemeilt where its effects were most lightly felt, 
was in its dirtiest portion, namely, the native bazaar. 

On the 25th of April, while looking a t  " Rochille," 
one of the houses in occupatioii by the 80th Regiment, 
Captain Wilkinsorl pointed out to me a rude altar 
srnol~gst a clump of trees near it, on which a few 
days previously he had seen several male Lepchas 
performing a sacrifice in the following manner. Fires 
were lit on the altar, which consisted of a few stones 
placed on a hillock. A kid was tethered near the 
altar, and was quietly grazing. Some fatty substance 
was throml on the fires, the fuines of which rose into 
the a,ir. One of the men, a,pyarently a priest, was 
~nuttering prayers over the fire, and scattering r iw 
about-near the altar, anotller priest mas sit'- 
ting near a larger fire. The foriner having ceased 
t81~rowing the rice about, took an egg, broke it, ancl 
caught the yolk on a leaf. He then carefully ex- 
amined it, and apparently endeavoured to decipher 
some meaning from its appeurence. It was tllell 
l~nncled to thc priest a t  the other fire, who cooked it. 
Thc kicl wa,s now brought neas the ilrltjnr, aald t,hc 
priest sciaecl it, cut its t,llroa8t i~nd  then scvered tllr 
llcilrl, sl)riidtling thv bloocl over the ;l,ltds. 
~ )~ ; I ' J (Ts  wcrcl iiow s;~,i(l, ;111(1 flip (a(br~llll~)lly C O ~ I C ~ ~ ~ C ~ O ~  

1 ) ~  tlre liwr of tbc kit1 hciug c.oolcc(1 ;1.t tllck iil,rgvr fir,. 
i l l  tho s:lillra ~ll:tiunt~r ;in t,llti cbgg wils. No wc)rncb~l were 
\)rt1st311t, ;lllc\ tllca IJcl)ch;~~s said that t,hv object of' thc~ 
sacrifice Wa18 t'o propitiitti. ; in col\svqncilcac of' Hiclrr~ess 
l)c1il1f provnlrnt i i r  tllc village--na)st likely all out- 
brt'ilk ()f fvver nin1il;lr t,o t,h;lt at, tilnc yrev;l,ilillp 
; ~ l n ~ ) l ~ g ~ t  t11~ trool)%;\ild civilians of the atn,tJoll, :lm(l 

x 
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which it is probable was occasioning considerable 
ttlarm ; owing to a bad form of fever having been com- 
mon amongst them the previous year. Though the 
climate of Darjeeling is no doubt a great improve- 
ment on that  of the plains of Bengal, the facts never- 
theless to which reference have lately been made, 
tend to show that  it is by no means a perfect one. 

Two mornings after the sacrificial ceremony was 
mentioned to me, I happened to pass the Chow Rusta 
as an  unusually large group of natives were standing 
in conversation, and interrogated them as to their 
nationalities. The most of them were either Dhurma, 
Sikim, or Nepaul Bhoteahs, a few were Paharees. 
Two denied belonging to any of these tribes, but said 
"Bot," adding in Hindoostanee, " Cheen Ka Mullick;" 
meaning that they were Bhoteahs of the country of 
China, i. e. Thibetians. I n  this group there were no 
Lepchas, according to the native rendering of the 
worcl ; though, with the exception of the Paharees 
and the Thibetians, the whole were Lepcha's, accor- 
ding to the undefined way in which the word is ordi- 
narily useed by 11s.. 

On the 29th of April, cholera appeared amongst the 
Emopean artillerymen stationed at  Julpesh in the 
Dooars, where a cantonment had recently been estab- 
lished as a sltbstitute for that which ha,d previonsly 
cxist,ed at Jnlpigorie, and also to a r t  as :L sapport, if 
necessary, f'or the garrison holrling Dlialiinkote. 
General Tytler imlnediately telegral~hecl to ~ a r j e e l i t l ~  
for additional medical aid, entl also to know if it 
would be practicable to find accominotla,t,ion there for 
the men in qurstion : namely, t,hr hrnrlquartrm of the 
Armstrong, n.nrl tllr ~ o n 1 1 ~ ; ~ i n  Train B:ctjtrri(>s A 
reply was sent, to the eflect that it, was impri~8cti~able 
to find qnnrt~rrj for t,lien~ either a t  D:~rjccbling or Sen- 
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chal, but that the accominodation required could be 
provided in the roadside barracks a t  Pacheem, or 
Kursiong-the latter being recorninended as the pre- 
ferable. The artillerymen were accordiilgly moved a t  
once from Julpesh, and a few days afterwards arrived 
at  Kursiong. New military statioils in connection 
with the annexatioil of the Dooars appear to be a 
dangerous experiment, inasmuch as the one further 
east, called Putla Kowa, which stands in the same 
relation to Balla and-Buxa that Julpesh does to Dha- 
limkote and Chamoorchee, was about the same time 
severely visited by cholera,, and also became generally 
unhealthy.+ 

* Since t11(% above w;is written, the following remarks, having refer- 
encr t o  Pu t la  Rowa, have come nndeY my notice. I n  the " Calcutta 
Englishman " of the 9 th  August 1865, i t  is stated-"Tlic accoumts from 
Pulta  Kowa are sac1 iudcecl. Another poor officer-I<natchl~ull of t h r  
1 1 t h - h a s d i d ;  making the fourth officcr the, corps has lost by  dt$ath 
in a few weeks. SCVCII officers have been sent away sick. There is, I 
belirve, only onc officcr now left with t h ~  rrgiment. . . . I t  cannot, I 
hear, turn out, fit for duty, twenty-five men, irrespective of guards. 
T h r  sqnad17on of t h r  5th Bengnl Cavalry call l ~ a r d l y  turn out a duEidnr's 
(troop srrgcant's) party. At P1111:~ I<owa, there arc3 now only fivr 
officcrs Icft, i n c l ~ ~ d i n g  staff, c a ~ n l r y ,  a11c1 infantry. The  Calcutta cor- 
rcsl'oi~ilt\nt of tlli, " T i l ~ l t ~ s , ' ~  again, writing 1111clt'r d:~ttb 8th 0(3101)~1. 
following, st:~tcs-" Scurvy has 1)t1c11 laying low 111,: E0rc.c 011 the  Bhotan 
fro~if i t*r ;  Inore t1ia11 half h : ~ r c  ))ern nffectc~el, and nt~nrly :dl linve 1)crn 
taintc.11. . Tllc :llniost cxlinct 11th Nntivc Inf:lntrY l ~ n s  1)er11 sent t o  
t111, pl;iins, :11l(1 that pert ho11sc5 l'utln I(o\vn II;IS I I ( Y ~ I I  :il~andollc:d." The  
o11tl)rt-:tk of s c ~ ~ ~ . v y ,   lit^^^. I Y ~ F I ~ I * I - ~ ~ ~  to, : ~ P I I C R I Y  t o  I IC  i ~ t  tr11111ted~to (lt~ft~ct IYP  

tlirting of thc n:~tivr l r o o l ~ ~ .  I I I I ~  1 111ily o l ~ ~ v c .  w11t.n 1 \\,ah srlrgtwil 
of t l ~ r  BIst Rcrimc.nt in China, n nlurn1,c.r of ens,-s of . ; cor l~~~t ic  tlyst~ntt~1.y. 
: ~ q  wrll as srvt\r:~l wrI1 ninrk(~t1 c,:~sc~s of ordinal:). SCIII 'V~,  ~ C C I I ~ P C ~  in 
Ihat corps, untlcr c ~ i r c ~ l i i s t : ~ ~ ~ c  uht>re t l ~ c  sol(1ic.r'~ diet was opttn t o  
n o  ol!li~etion wllittrvrr ; frctsl~ mc~ilt hnving 1)et.n issurtl tlaily, nntl thtb 
hnpply of' vc>fit.l nl)lrs, i~lelndinji cuc~t~llont pot:~tocs, ri1)nlldnnt. I col~l(l 
:~ccnnnt for it i n  n o  otl1c.r n a y  Il1:ln l)y rcft.rring it to  t l ~ r  elcprtv.inji 
inflnrnrc of rnalnrin, which wa.; \-cSry prevaleot at the p1:1e~ (12%-wall 
near shn~~gIl:ii) ,  w11rrc 111e most n~nrkt>tl rnqrs of scurvy occnrrc>tl. 

x 2 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

The Chota Bursawt-A Tllibctian Trader-Prepare to visit Dhulim- 
kote-Int~rview with Cheeboo Lama-His Character-He undrrtakcs 
to make arrangements for onr Par ty  croaing the Teesta-His Virws 
on the Language and Country of the Lepchas-Lama Pricsts-Thlb 
Kowtow, a Custom in the Himalayas-Checboo's News from Bhotan 
-Suicide of an Artilleryman a t  Julla Pahar. 

THE month of May a t  Darjeeling opened with a 
continuation of the rains which had been more or less 
prevalent for the previous fortnight ; constituting 
what are called the " Chota Bursawt," or little rains, 
in contradistinction to the " Burra Bursawt," or great 
rains, which commence about June and terminate in 
the end of September. 

During an interval of fine weather on the 4th of 
May, as I was passing through the bazaar, I observed a 
man standing amongst the crowd having a remarkably 
Chinese look about him. His headdress was the felt 
hat, the pattern being one that is a favourite with the 
peasants in the north of China ; namely, fawn colollr, 
with a black border round the margin of the turned-UP 
part. Over a, robe of reddish brown woollen material 
he wore a Tartar-looking overcoat, m:~de w:~istcoa,t 
fashion, without sleeves. The buttons were the sma& 
round, embossed, brass ones, common to all Chinese 
dresses. The front part of his head was cleanly 
shaved, and his tail was its neatly plaited as if it had 
been done in the celest,i;tl capital. His purse ~ 2 , s  
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suspended from his girdle-also a case, similar to that  
ill which the Chinese carry their chop-sticks. It 
contained however only a knife. He  wore loose 
Tartar trousers, stuck into a sort of half-gaiter, half- 
boot, coming up to the knee, and made of woolleil 
fabric like his under robe, but ornamented with varie- 
gated stripes. The shoes were attached to the leggilzgs, 
and were of the same shape and make as those of the 
Chinese. I asked him what his couiitry was, he an- 
swered " Cheeiz Ka Bot." As to the part of Thibet he 
caine from, I could not make out, but judging from 
his resemblance to the traders I saw a t  Carragola, the 
probabilities are that lie was from the Kampa district, 
which appears to be a geographical distinction not 
recognised in Europeaii maps. 

Early in May a party of officers of the 80th Regiment, 
of which I was one, obtained ten days' leave of absence, 
to talce a ramble amongst the neiglibouring hills, and 
decided on visiting the fort of Dhaliinkote-distant 
from Darjeeliag between sixty and seventy miles. 
The route we determined to talce was that followed 
by Mr. Eden's mission, namely, across the Bhotan 
Mountains, 011 the left bank of the Teesta. W e  were 
ready to start on the Gth of May, and had coolies ea- 
g:l1ged to carry provisions, bedding, kc. The previous 
evening however I received inforination from Dr. 
Simpson (who had been the route with Mr. Eden) that 
thc cane bridge over the Teesta a,t Pushok had been 
carried a\vity two ila'ys before by the torrent, and that 
it wonld bc ilnpossible to get across the river until 
either a, new bridge was co~lstrlicteci or a baanboo raft 
got illto opernkion. Dr. Simpson kindly offered to go 
with me the followiilg day to Cheeboo Lalna, as- 
cchlJ11 f1.01~1 him tlllc actnal atatc of matters, a t  the 



Teesta ; as he had always good information ; having 
property in the neighbourhood. 

With the break of' day on the 6th of May heavy 
a ~ l d  steady rain set in. Some of the coolies we had 
engaged made their appearance a t  the mess-house, 
which had been fixed as the rendezvous. In  a short 
time they showed all indisposition to remain, and 
went off to their homes, evidently having made up 
their minds not to undertake the journey until the 
weather cleared up. 

It rained steadily until noon, and during a slight 
break in the weather I went with Dr. Simpson to 
Cheeboo Lama's house, the position of which over- 
looking the village of Leebonk has already been 
described. Cheeboo's style of living is not strictly 
ambassadorial. The house, which is a small single- 
storied one, built in the European style, was dirty and 
devoid of furniture, with the exception of a few 
shelves, a cupboard, and two old arm-chairs. Cheeboo 
received us cordially, and handed us the chairs, he 
himself taking a, seat on his bed ; a, sort of couch 
rained about a foot from the .ground, and, like 
Cheeboo's own attire, very dirty and greasy-looking 
In  plain terms Cheeboo look&l an old gentleman 
with whoin water was on the most distant of terms. 
His appearance was particularly Mongolian, with the 
exception, that though wearing the tail, the front of 
the head was unshorn ; also that he allowed his 
whiskers, such as they were, to grow, in place of 
adopting the close shaving of the chrekn imiverflal 
in China. He wore ic very dirty, grcb;rsy, yellow silk 
,.ohb, witllont sleeves, over ;I,n inner robe of wo~l l~r l  
inatcriirl. 0 1 1  hi8 hr~ad IIP h ; ~ ]  t,he yel]r,~v silk pork- 
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pie hat, turned up with velvet, already described as 
worn by the Mongolian Lepchas. 

Cheeboo, though a priest, has been allowed to 
marry, in consideration of his being diplolnaticauy 
employed. He was educated a t  Lassa, and is re- 
puted to be a very clear-headed, intelligent inan. 
One way and another he has made bimself so useful 
to the British Government that he has been pre- 
sellted by it with an extensive and valuable tract of 
land within our territory-the whole of a spur, in 
fact, of one of the mountains. This land he could 
readily convert into a large sum of money by selling 
it to Europeans engaged in tea coinpany speculations. 
He prefers however, in accordance with the custom 
of his country, to sub-let it to peasants for agricul- 
tural purposes, rather than adopting the inore di- 
rectly lucrative course. 

On Dr. Siinpsoll stating in Hindoostanee to Cheeboo, 
tlle circunistance of a, party of oflicers being anxious 
to go to Dha,liinl<ote, but that the bridge a t  the 
Teesta having been carried away was an obstacle to 
their so doing, hc at  once undertook to inalre ar- 
rangements for getting the party across the river, 
i~tnd brought out ;t roll of paper, native made, froin 
the cla,phne, on which he wrote a letter to sollle 
tkicnds near the ferry a t  Pnsllok, requesting thelrl to 
11:l've ;I* r;~ft coi~strllcted at  oncc, i~n(1 illell ill a,tt,end- 
ajnctl tlo worlr it witEli11 three da,ys of t,hc date of liis 
letJtler, whicll was :~bont tllc time he cadcnlatccl tlle 
wcn.tllicr wolllcl :rllow the party to  start ; there being 
tlllrn :L cha~lgc, in the moon, lilltil which took place, 
IIP pu)g~~osticatcd n continnance of rain, and on this 
poi~lt~ llc provcc\ q~\it,c~ vorrcct,. Hc wrotc. his lettvl. 
f r o ~ l ~  rigllt to Icft i l l  tllcb TIlibc\t,i;~~~ c ; l ~ ; ~ ~ r : ~ , ~ t ~ r ,  Whi~ l l  
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is un alphabetical one, and judging fro111 the rapidity 
with which he wrote he seemed to be a thorough 
~ ~ i a s t e r  of the pen. 

Interrogating him with reference to the Mongolia11 
Lepchas, of which he is one, he stated that they have 
:L language and writing of their own, quite different 
froin that  of the Thibetian, and which was given 
them by a former Sikim Raja. He gave us an illus- 
tration of the writing in his own hand, and stated 
that the Lepcha language does not contain a single 
word of Thibetian-a statement which, at  a future 
page, I shall show very good grounds exist for doubt- 
ing the strict accuracy of. 

With reference to the origin of the Lepchas 
(Mongol) Cheeboo's opinion is that they have always 
existed where they are now found-in other words 
that they are the aborigines of Sikirn, which, accord- 
ing to him, was once a much larger country than it 
uow is ; a considerable portion of i t  having been take11 
l ~ y  the Bhotanese on the one side and the Nepaulese 011 
the other. He, however, volunteerecl the informa- 
tion that the Lepchas in question are particularly 
llumerous at the Donkia Pass, one of the communica- 
tions with Thibet-which appears to me to support 
the view I have expressed with reference to their 
having originally come from the latter direction. 

Mentioning to Cheeboo that I had been in Peking* 
and was familiar with the appearance of the Lama 
priests there, whose attire was somewhat similar to 

worn by him, I asked what relation they stood 
in to the sect of Lama Buddhists, to which he be- 
longed ? Ht? mid they were the s a w ,  n,np ilistillc- 
tIion betweell t j l lc~~l bring- ~l~cl-c'l y I,rc,vi~~c.iitl. 

('hct>h()o s c ~ ~ t  tiw r,nc of ' Spyv:~nts to  t a k ~  tshe 



clr. xvirr. BT-IOTSNESE KOTIONS OF BRITISH TACTICS. 313 

letter he had written down to the Teesta, and on the  
man (a Mongol Lepcha) coming into the room he 
prostrated himself before Cheeboo, and went through 
an obeisance in exactly the same manner as the  
Kowtow is performed in China. 

I n  reply to a query from Dr. Simpson as to  what 
news he had had lately from Bhotan, he said that  he 
had no knowledge as to what the feeling was in the 
eastern division of the country about the  war, but 
that he was certain on the western side they were 
tired of it, and would be glad to bring matters to  a 
peaceful issue if practicable. A t  first h e  said they 
were very bold and confident of success, and laughed 
a t  the idea of troops, clothed as ours are, being able 
to cope successfully with those partially clad in 
armour, as i t  appears the Bhotanese of the fighting 
C ~ ~ L S S ,  to a certain extent, are. Now, however, he 
said, their opinion was entirely changed, as they had 

tr our coirle to the conclusion that it was no use lcillin, 
l'cople, because the more they killed the faster the 
otllers came on : a nlodc of warfare which they 
~leitlier understood, nor considered altogether fair- 
the more so, as we encourage our tnen to do this by 
the sound of bugles a t  times, when, in accordance 
with BhotIanese notions of warfare, it was our duty 
to retire defeated; consequent on the occurrence of a 
few casualties. Undcr these circumstances, in  the 
(nomin:~ild at least of the Paro Pclilow, the opillion 
was the11 1)r~va~iling tIllat the time had colne for end- 
ing  w:l,r collductcd in sllcli a,n mireasonable manner. 

On our rising to talrc our lce,vc, Chceboo got up, 
~ l l o o l ~  llnJll(is with ns, anci conductecl us to the outside 
('f (lwcllillg witlh t l l ld ili~tllral politeness, which, 



as a general rule, is one of the prominent charac- 
teristics of the Chinese as a people. 

The same day as this interview with Cheeboo 
Lama occurred, a determined suicide was committed 
by a gunner of the Battery of Artillery at Julla 
Pahar. The man had purchased his discharge, 
and was waiting for the necessary formalities con- 
nected with it being completed. For a few days pre- 
viously he had been noticed to be in low spirits, and 
early on the morning of the 6th May he got up, 
loaded his carbine, went out into the verandah, and 
discharged it against his chest. The wound proved 
fatal a few hours afterwards. No reason could be 
assigned for the act, and it is quite possible that the 
thick and foggy weather which was then-and had 
been for some time prevailing, may have had mine 

share in developing the morbid condition of the 
mental faculty under which he was a t  the time, no 
doubt, labouring. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Starc for Dhalimliote-Our Coolie Transport -1:irst Halt-stat? of tllc 
Road at the Rungcet after the Rains-Saul TVoocl-Arrival a t  the* 
Trestn-Modc of crossing on a Ham1,oo Itaft-Construction of tllc 
IIouscs of the Bhotan Peasalltry-Country, Cultiration :tntl Cattlc a t  
J<;ilirnpoong-Annoyanc~ fro111 L(~cches on the March-Wild Fruit  
-nnckwheat-A BIonastrry and Lama Priests-Butter Ten-Murwt 
-Thc Nystic Srntt~nce of Tliibct-Nature of t l l ~  Country ns a c 
~~oceod-P~ io i~g~~oo i~g-Sce l~es  in  Domc~stic Life in Bhotan-Modc 
of l~rcparing Grail1 for Murwa-Effects of the latter on the " Laugh- 
ing Pup." 

ON the 8th of May there was a sign of iinprovenzellt 
in the weather, and having Cheeboo's assurance that 
with the change of the moo11 an interval of fine 
weather might be expected, we made up our ininds to 
start for Dhaliinkote that afteri~oon, provided coolies 
could be got together in time-procuring their ser- 
vices just as they are wanted, not being a very easy 
uiatter at Darjeeliag, labour being so much in de- 
inand. After soine little trouble two men were fouild 
who undertook to go with us theinselves, and also to 
find the required iluinber of coolies ; making their 
own terms, however, in the first instance, which were 
eight rupees for tile journey, paid in advance. These 
lneii wcre the representatives of two headmen of 
coolics, cnllccl Fool Sing and Gay Long-the one was 
;L Sikiin, t'he other :I, Dhuri~in Bhoteah. Tlie nitmtb of 
t,11~ fi)l.111(~1. W;I R T<if-,y~~-Glrll:~, w l ~ i ~ l l  t t r i%l~~l~,t~ ' i l  illto 
Engliull, i r~c ;~  11s'' tlrc L;~ngl l i~~g  I'rlp." Hclincw the ro:t,(l 
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to Dhalimkote, having been there before, and agreed 
to act as guide and headman of the coolies on the jour- 
ney. The number of coolies required was seven,- 
three to carry food and cooking utensils, while each 
of the party had one to carry bedding and change of 
clothing. Each coolie's load was limited by Kif-yu- 
Gulls to half a maund, which he said was as much as 
they could carry up steep ascents, and keep pace with 
the party a t  the rate we proposed to perform the jour- 
ney, namely, three days from leaving Da rjeeling. 

This having been agreed to, the party, consisting 
of Major Miller, Captain Sullivan, Lieutenant How- 
ard and myself, mustered a t  the mess-house at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, and found the " Laughing 
Pup " there, with Gay Long's representative and six 
other coolies. Their loads having been proportioned 
and secured on to the carrying apparatus, the next 
matter to be ailjusted was paying each coolie, inclu- 
ding the Kif Yu Gulla as guide, eight rupees, with- 
out which not one of them would start. This having 
been done they shouldered their loads and went on, 
;~ccompanied by three Indian servants ; namely, a 
Madras man, an  up-country Mussulman, and a 
Bheastie, or water-carrier. Mr. Thomas Masson, the 
son of an old resident of Darjeeling, also formed 
one of our party, and was to overtake us the following 
clay at the Rungeet. 

Having allowed the coolies al~out a. half an h o d g  
start, we followed them towards the R~mgeet, the 
route through the village of Leebong which has been 
dready described, and overtook them before tlley 
reached the place we had arranged to lmlt at for the 
night ; namely, on the brow of a hill ahont 8flfl feet 
nhovc' the Ruugc~et,, and overlooking it, where solne 
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hut barracks have been constructed, to which the 
detachments of the 17th Native Infantry a t  the Run- 
geet and the Teesta had been withdrawn, ill conse- 
quence of the great heat and unhealthiness of the river 
posts. Here we rested for the night, and were hospit- 
ably entertained by Lieutenants Barlow and b awes ; 
whose detachments were now consolidated : 25 per 
cent. of the men being a t  the time laid up with fever. 

It rained heavily all night, but cleared up towards 
morning, and a t  half-past six we continued our jonr- 
ney, reaching the bank of the Rungeet a few nlinutes 
before seven. Here we mere joined by Mr. Masson, 
whose knowledge of the Bhotanese dialect proved of 
great service to us. The river was a t  this time innch 
swollen, and the heavy rains had so daiilaged the 
road lately made on its bank, that it was allnost iin- 
passable at several places-so inuch so that Messrs. 
Howard and Masson, who had brought ponies with 
them, had to send them back. 

At several places on the ban1.r of the Rungeet, we 
found natives eillployed felling saul trees, and cutting 
tlle~n up into sizes suited for railway sleepers; the 
experiment being about to be tried of floating this 
wood (down the tee st:^ to the plains, supported on 
l~ninboo rafts : its weight being so great that lulsny- 
ported by solnc blloynnt mnItcrinl, it sin1.r~ in water. 
The local imljression :~~lq)cars tlo be, that owing to the 
(lifficnltics ccrtt~in to btb cncomitered connected wit11 
flo:l.tirig it dow~i, it is likely to prove n costly expcri- 
lnellt ill scnrcll of' a,n economic;1,1 result,. 

At  tell A.M. wc rcnchcd the rcinnins of thc cane sns- 
]"l~"()ll bridgcl over t,hc Teesta, at Pnshok, and here 
tvc folund :~bont :1, dozen of Lepcllas busy c o n s t r u c t i ~ ~ ~  
;I, ll('w o l l ~ .  Alrc~n,ilg t~vornl lines of ca,iic~ creepers ha(] 
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been carried from one bank to the otlier, and formed 
the superstructure of the bridge froin which the foot 
portion was about to be suspended. We also found 
that  a light raft had been prepared formed of a few 
poles of bamboo lashed together in the shape of an 
acute-&led triangle. The current was running 
down very strong, and the Lepchas who were waiting 
to manage the raft, told us that only one of our party 
could be taken over a t  a time. ' 

The mode of working the raft from one bank to the 
other of this deep and rapid river is simple, at t'he 
same time ingenious and effective. Two ropes made 
of cane creepers knotted together, each one about 
three hundred feet in length, are secured by one end 
to the bow, or acute angle of the raft;  the otlier ends 
being respectively on the Sikiln and the Bhotan 
banks of the river, in the hands of the ferrymen. The 
person who is under conveyailce across, sits on a piece 
of bamboo work, forming a kind of stern seat placed 
about the miclcUe third of the mft. His limbs are im- 
mersed in the river about half way to the knees, an(1 
the feet rest on three longitudinal poles forming the 
bottom of the mft. One of the ferry~rlen then gets ("1 

a part of the raft behind where the passenger is flit- 
ting, for tht. pi~rpose of balancing it, t,o (10 whirl1 
pn)perly, some skill and ~xprbrienee is necessary, jll(1~- 
ing fi-on1 what occnrrml in collrsp of' our crossing. 
The passenger halving st,endi~d himself by 
the 1ongituclin:~I bctrnboo ;,hove on each side, 
tlhe men'1nan;tging the rope on the wherc t'he 
raft at the time in, alack it slowly off, and the cllflcnt 
ilnlnediately takes the raft with it. The clown &caJn 
progress, however, is steadily connterncte(1 by the f~ 

m a n  in chaspt. of fhe rope on tllp (,l)lw'sitr hallk : 
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who, by applying traction, bring the raft out illto 
lnid-streanl, with its sharp angle meeting the current. 
~ h ~ ~ ,  from its wedge shape, the raft is easily worked 
against it and gradually drawn over to  the  opposite 
bank. 111 the same manner it is got back again to 
the side it started from. 

I was the first tha t  crossed, happening to  be nearest 
the raft a t  the time it was ready to start. Major 
Miller crossed next,, getting over as I did without! 
mishap. Mr. Masson followed, then Captain Sullivan. 
By the time the latter crossed, the cane-rope on the 
Sikim side had got rubbed a good deal against a, 
large boulder, which formed a kind of pier from which * 

we got on to the raft, and snapped as Captain Sulli- 
van was in the middle of the river ; an unsually great 
strain having been put upon it, consequent on the 
balance of the raft having been ill Yome way upset by 
the ' Laughing Pup," (Kif Yu Gulla) who crossed at 
the same time, and had failed correctly to  carry out, 
t)he instr~zctions given hiin by the ferrymen. The 
raft was consequelltly swept rapidly down the current. 
No accident however occurred, owing to the Bhotall 
rope maintaining its integrity, and the skilful way ill 
which the natives maInnged it. About a11 hour and a 
half was occupied gettliilg the pa8rty across, a,nd 110 
other mishap occnrrecl. 

Wc now cominenced the :l1sceut of the BhotaJn 
mountlains, i ~ n d    no st f i ~ ~ t i g n i n ~  i t  provc(1 ; owillg to 
tllc hca't, tlhe i~bsencc of aalything like a roa,d, alld 
the extlreine steepness of the narrow footpath we had 
to follow tlirough the forest jungle. About two 
o'cloc]~ re:~clicd a) few lults c o l ~ s t i t u t i ~ ~ ~  the 
llnln~lct of Kalimpoollg a t  a11 eleva,tion of IIetweell 
t3hrw :1.11d fOur t~~loll~:l.lld feet,. Tile llllt,s wcrp slip- 
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ported on piles about four feet froin the ground ; the 
flooring being formed of roughly-hewn planks, and 
their walls of matting spread upon a framework of 
bamboo. The roofs were thatched. The huts con- 
tained no furniture, with the exception of a series 
of bamboo shelves suspended in three tiers from the 
roof. The first, or lower one, being used for smoking 

,neat on ; the second, for the winter ntore of wo()(l; 
and the third, n,s a. general reeeph~cle for do1~lcsti(' 
articles not in iln~necliatc use, sllrh ills basketfi. 
earthen vessels, Wc. The fireplace in n,n opcn hei~r'll 
ill the centre of the room, fonnecl of cln,y and raifl~(1 
ahont three inches :thorp t,hp floor. Thp coolrillg 
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utellsils appear to be sometimes placed 011 a rude 
tripod famed of three stones, sometimes snspended 
over the fire. Wood is the only fuel used. The 
population of the hamlet consisted of two or three 
&,milies loolring very dirty and smoky. They were 
civil, but did not seem to be anxious to be on inti- 
mate terms with us, and kept as much aloof as pos- 
sible. They declined to sell us fowls or eggs, but 
allowed us to occupy one of the houses, whic11 was 
empty, as a dormitory for the night. 

Towards sundown the cows belonging to  the 
hamlet, eight in number, came home ; having been 
loose in the jungle since the morning. Each one, 
prior to being milked, was tethered to a bamboo 
stake, by a rope passed round its horns, and thus 
secured for the night. They were then milked into 
bamboo tubes. These cows were the finest I have 
seen in the East, and closely resembled English ones. 

The mountain slope about Kalimpoong is par- 
tially cleared, and a few plantain trees were growing 
near the huts. The soil is a rich black loam, capable 
of being rendered very productive. The only crop 
we saw, was a little rice, growing in small isolr~t~ed 
l~;r3tches. The peasantry differed in no perceptible 
way in appearance from those we had been accus- 
toilled to see on the opposite bank of the Teesta. 

After the coolies had h:~d their food, ICif Yu Gulla 
went off to n ncighbonring hailllet in sc.a,rch of 
licl~ior; 1i:~ving been unable to get a.ny wllere we 
Iln1ltcd. Tlle Lcl)cllas, i t  seenls, are all more or less 
given to drinking-constitt~tiiig allotllcr point of re- 
~cinl)l:~~~icc between tlleln and the Moi~~oliaals. Their 
f'il~volii-itlc. liclnor is a, form of sl)iritnons bccr, ~ l l i ~ ~ l c  
fi-(,lll tllv illillcf8, i ~ ~ l d  kilown ~ L I I ~ O I I ~ H ~ ,  tIlle111s~1~~ls ;\.s 

T 
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che. The Bhotanese also drink it, but not to the 
same extent, I am told, as the Lepchas do : tea being 
the principal beverage used by them-at the same 
time they are by no means free from habits of intem- 
perance. 

Having passed a somewhat uncomfortable night, 
consequent on the interest taken in us by the insect 
life with which the hut  was exuberant, we started at 
a quarter to six on the morning of the loth, and 
continuing to ascend, in a short time came to a deep 
nullah (small ravine) with a, rivulet flowing through 
it. Crossing this, we turned due north by a narrow 
winding pathway, and passed through a considerable 
tract of light jungle, admitting of being readily 
cleared by burning. The ascent now became more 
gradual, and by seven o'clock we seemed to have 
reached the top of the hill, which, the previous day, 
we commenced to ascend immediately on crossing the 
Teesta. The ground a t  this part was undulating and 
covered with dense jungle of bamboo trees, worm- 
wood, and ferns-a few good-sized trees appearing 
a t  intervals amongst it. The soil continued of the 
same rich dark character, and here and there small 
patches were cleared for rice cultivation. The kind 
of rice grown in the hills, 1 may remark, is of a more 
flat shape than that of the plains. 

We now coirltnenced to experience one of the 
disagreeables of Himalayan marshes, namely lecclles 
The paths herenbouts werc swmning with them, and, 
notwithstanding every precantion, we were all more 
or less repeatedly bitten by thcnl. They are of 
smaller size, but in other respects the same as those 
used for medicinal purposes in England. They work 
tllieir way like needles throngll the tlliclrost stockings, 
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and may attain about six times their original size 
before the traveller is cognisant that he has been sub- 
jected to their operations-so imperceptibly do they 
bite and conduct the suction process. A slight, half 
itching, half smarting sensation usually draws his 
attention to his ankles, and, on looking a t  them, he 
will find himself bleeding freely froin a half a dozen 
or lrlore places, and a corresponding number of 
leeches inside his stockings in a state of plethoric: 
engorgement. Pests as they no doubt are both a t  
the time and afterwards ; owing to the itching sensa- 
tion which lasts for some ten or twelve days, I air] 
nevertheless inclined to thiizlc that being freely bitten 
by them counteracts a certain painful feeling of lassi- 
tude in the liinbs which is coinlnoll after sonze hours' 
of mountain marching. The grounds on which this 
opinion is based will be alluded to further on. 

About the ridge we had reached, wild strawberries 
and raspberries were plentiful. The former were of' 
small size and destitute of taste. The latter had a 
good deal of flavour, and were of  a, pa,le yellow 
colour; their sizc being ahout the same as th;~,t of 
the Englisll raspberry. Worinwood also, hereabouts, 
existed i11 large quantities. 

Shortly after seven o'clock a secoild ridge was 
cleared, from which we had a fine view of tile sllowy 
range of Thibet,. A little wn,y on, we came to 
cleared spot wherc buclrwl~ea~t was growing. Flotu. 
made from this grain is cxt,ensively used by the Rho- 
tanese aa ajil ;ltrticle of food. The grain itself, in /L 
state of fcr~nenta~tion, is also used by them, but for 
medicinal purposes only, such as those that we elnploy 
rh~~hnrb  a'nd likv veg,fct,n,ble drugs for. Nenrr this 
place wc' l)uss~tl ;I s l l l ; ~ l l  fillsin, wllcrcl [I, Ilnmbel- of 

\ 2 
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cows were coilfined inside a bamboo fence.' From 
here we proceeded along a winding up and down 
pathway, and in about half an hour appeared for the 
time being to have got clear of mountain ridges ; as a 
beautiful basin-shaped valley opened into view, along 
the slope of one side of which we passed by an undu- 
lating path, above a few detached houses, which we 
were told was the village of Dongra. 

At eight o'clock we reached a two-storied building, 
with thatched roof and plastered walls-also two 
large projecting windows. This was Tusso Gimpa, 
or the monastery of Tusso.* On entering it by a 
doorway a t  the end of the building, we found the 
lower story unoccupied. The communication with 
the upper one was by a rude staircase, formed out 
of a large slab of wood with steps cut in it, and a 
baniboo pole on each side representing railings. 
We ascended to the upper story and found ourselves 
in n kitchen, where some nuns were engaged cooking. 
Passing through this, we came to the chief room of 
the monastery or the Lama Temple Proper. Here, 
three priests were sitting behind a small altar near 
the winclow, and fronting the principal altar, which 
was at  the opposite end of the room. They were $1 
clressed alike in dark red woollen robes : two of them 
had hand-bells before them ; one was quite a y011tllm 
They were drinking tea from small shallow wooden 
c,ups, very similar to those that the highlanders of 
Scotland use for drinking whisky, and displayed nlosk 
perfect indifference with reference to our intnlsioll 
upon them ; the same liberality of sentiment, in regsJnl 
to giving publicity to instit~~tion~. 



i~pparently existing in Bhotan as does in China 
-so different to the exclusiveness with respect 
thereto of most other Orientals. 

The walls of the temple were decorated with a 
large number of coloured paintings of the same 
female deity; and, on the altar, behind which there 
was a figure of Buddha, I noticed a model of a Lalna. 
Buddhistic monument, exactly the same in shape as 

twro of tliosc. structures that for111 1~1-oniinent obj!jt.cts 
in Pcking, ;IS sccll from its wall. On the altar, also, 
:I g~.cc~n-coloi r  Ellropcam finger-glass was standing. 
FT:ongiiig 111) in diff(\rc\nt parts of t,hc room thcrc 
wcrc lnllsicn l inst,rnrnc~lts, including trumpets made 
of 1111111;111 tliig11-ho~l~s, hollowed out and mounted 
wit'li 1 I-. I~l:~gc~llntors ~vc'c also lln,~~ging 11p, 

n-it ' l~ wl1ic.11 t l \ c h  1wichsi11 ini1ic.t scllf-l,nnislnnciit~. They 
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consisted of thongs of hide, arranged on a handle, 
in the same way as the '' cats " used for flogging in 
the army and navy are.-% 

On passing through the kitchen on our way out 
the nuns were making butter tea, which is the usual 
way the latter is used as a beverage by the Bho- 
tanese. The tea is first infused in a large bamboo 
tube, in which there is a wooden piston, such as is 
used in an ordinary churn : the expanded portion 
being perforated with holes, which when pressed 
down on the tea-leaves admit of the fluid being 
poured off unmixed with leaves. After the infusion 
is complete a, large piece of fresh butter is put into 
it, and worked up and down with the piston until it 
is dissolved. Some salt is then added, and its gene- 
ral diffusion insured by agitation with the piston. 
The tea is then ready for use, and the nuns were 
kind enough to allow us the privilege of tasting it. 

* Acsorrling to  Csomx dv Icorosi, t h e  following is n summary of t ~ h ~  
form of nudtlhism practisrd by the, Lamay of Thibet :-1st. To take 
~ ~ e f n g c  only with Ru~ltllln. 2nd. To form jn onr'.q mind tlie rrsohltion 
t~ strivc to  attain thc highest degrrr of pcrft%ction, in ordcr to 1," unit(''l 
wit,h the snprc5mc intc.lli~cncc. 3rd. T o  prostratr onc>s~lf 1)cforc thr 
irtlngc of Rndrlha to  adnrc hiln. 4t.h. To Ijring o6,rings Iwforc him! 
sllrh :Irrs p l ~ a s i n g  to any  of the six ,q~nfic,w, :1,q lights, flowcry, nrr ; i r lnn~~l  
inrc-.nYc.e, pcrfi~rnrs, dl kinds of  rtliljlc :,nil tlrinka1,lr t ,hin~s, ~t ,uff% 
,-loths, kc . ,  for g:rrrnrnts ant1 h:lnging (,rnnmrnts. 5th. To makc nlu3ic. 
s ing hgmna. ;lnd i~ t t r - r  thp 1)rai4~# of Rlldd11:l, r r ~ ~ r ~ t i n g  his prrRonl 
clortrinc., 101-1, or mcrry, prrfccationw or :~ttriI)lltc-s, :tnd his :lets or Pc'"- 
fl)rman(lcn. for t h f ~  \,cancfit of all  illliln:ll l)pings. 61-11. To  conffsss onc'" 
sins with :t rontritr heart. to forgirrncnR for tllcm, :ind to rf'Wlrc 
sinrrrt,ly not to romrnit, I hr, like I1crc~aft,rr. 7th.  T O  rr,joicc- in t.hr moral 
ln(,rits 0f anirniil l)c.ingn, ;lnd wis]l  that thlsg n1;l.y tllc~rcbl)y ()l~t:lln 
f i l ~ : ~ l  (3mal1cil):~tion or Ijc:l titllclr., 'r,, I,r;ly ;tn(l f.lltl.pnt nI1 B11~1~11l;l" 
th:lt now in tllr w~)rl t l  to tllrn tilts whf.f.]  rc,ligion (in otllcr 
~ l ) r ( l g  to tfs:lf'h thl>i~. cloc-triIlc~s). not. to l(.;lvp t]lfx n.~)rltl ton S()(lnq I'llt 
~ I J  rnnigitt I I I T I -  r11r I I I : ) I I J -  : I ~ ~ , ~  ,,y li:,l,,9c 
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I cannot say that the majority of us were much 
ennlnoured with its flavour-tastes however differ, 
as one of our party seemed to enjoy it, and took a 
whole cupful. 

Though the ground was well suited for cultivation 
in the neighbourhood of the monastery, the only 
crop we saw was a small patch of wheat. The 

of population which hereabouts was very 
apparent is attributed to the oppressive character of 
the Government, causing the inhabitants to emigrate 
to '&]rim, Nepaul, and the Darjeeling district. 
Shortly after leaving Tusso Gimpa, we met a. mendi- 
cant priest named Chyboo Gylung, who belonged to 
the monastery we had just left, and was returning to 
it, after having been out on a professional tour. 
Though belollging to the nlendicant class of ecclesi- 
astics he looked in comfortable circumstances. 

We halted for breakfast a t  a, little strean1 about 
half a niile from Tnsso Gimpa, and there got rid ~f 
:L stoclc of leeches that had attached thelnselves to us 
on the road. During onr halt, Kif Yn Gnlla, a,nd the 
coolies inanagecl to get one of their national liquors 
into drinking order, namely that made fronz wheat in 
the first st:ige of fermentatioil, and loc:1~11~ kllowil aa 
mlxrwa. It is prel~asccl by yntlt,iug solne pastially fer- 
mented wlieat into ;I, llollow baniboo or choonga, and 
pouring \)oiling wat<er over it,. The ulodcl of imbibing 
it is by sl~ctioil t,llroug11 il sillad1 wooclcn tnbc ;~bont  the 
size of :e goosc-quill, tllc pcrfor:~tio~~ h i l lg  SO axl-allged 
:LB to ~ ) I ' C V O I I ~  :LIIY of t l t ~  gr;~,in ciitt~ring obstruct- 
illg t l l ~  tllh*. ~ i l u s  i t  wonlrl seen1 tlr;~,t tile Allirlricans 
:I,rp  lot tllc invcnt,ors of t,lle tubular lllocle of im- 
1)ibi n g, ~vl~icll 11:~s hrcol~~c so g ~ 1 1 ~ r : ~ l  ill tll;~,t c ~ ~ l l t r y ,  
:1~1d ha 8 of' 1:~t (> y e : ~ r ~  11(>c11 i i l t , r o ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d  illto our OTVII. 
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The murwa has a slightly spirituous flavour, and is 
nluch the same as that  referred to as prepared from 
the millet, and called by the Lepchas che. Both are 
made and drank in the same manner, that pre- 
pared from the millet however being considered the 
best. 

A t  half-past ten we recommenced our march by a 
heavy ascent up a rocky pathway. The path shortly 
resu~necl its up and down character, the jungle on 
each side of it being very dense, consisting chiefly of 
wormwoocl and ferns. Hereabouts we met some cows 
going about loose in the jungle, and apparently 
rather wild. We also passed a patch of cultivation 
where some wheat was growing. A little ground 
near it had been recently cleared. From this place 
we had a good view of the opposite side of the valley 
-a small portion of Da jeeling also could be indis- 
tinctly seen in the distance. 

At eleven o'clock we came to a rude stone structure, 
being a mengdong, sacred monument, having inscribed 
on each end of i t  the words, "Om Manee Padme Hom," 
the mystic sentence of Thibet, which constitutes the 
:~lrnost sole form of prayer said by the Bhotanese, as 
well as by the Lepchas, Thibetian and Mongolian. 
The coolies we noticed were very particular in passing 
on the rigLt side of it, and repeating the woflls. 
" Om Mii,nee P a d r l ~ ~  HoII~." one :LIIIO pllt 
leaf or flower upon it. With reference to the mean- 
ing of the words, " Om Manee P:Ltlme Horn," whi('ll 
;Itre commonly translated, Oh ! the jewel on tllc 
lotus," much diversitNy of opinion exists; no t l~*  

alllt8horitics apparently agreeillg abollt it. Tlie inter- 
pretation of i t  given hy Chet~boo Larna,, n~lcl qllokd 
b]- Mr. Edm. is tlllnt t h ~  six svllnhlps n)pwaont tll(' 
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six states of future existence. The first, representing 
Llba, or the state ofthe gods ; the second, Nee, or the 
state of humall existence ; the third, Lhamayin, or 
the state of lleutral and inischievous spirits, to which 
men who die in war are regenerated; the fourth, 
Tendyo or Dado, the state of beasts, in  which lazy 
and indifferent Buddhists are born again ; the fifth, 
Ycdag, or state of wretched demons in a condition of 
suffering; and the sixth, Myalwur, or the state of 
punishment. a Those born in this latter state are 
exposed to tortures-heat, cold, and thirst ; those 
who are sent there for abusing the priesthood are 
very suggestively punished with peculiar tortures : 
they are born with long tongues, which are per- 
l3etually lacerated with ploughshares. The constaiit1 
repetition of these six syllables closes the entrance 
of the six states of metempsychosis, and procures the 
coveted condition of Nirvana, or exeinption froin all 
filture metempsychosis, and absolute non-existence." 
Tlle rendering of the words given by Dr. Hooker is, 
" Hail to hiin of the lotus and lewel." 

About a mile further on we came to a place called 
Uchakn, clistii~gnished by :L single house, a 
little clc;~red land near it. Beyond this a, short dis- 
tk~llce two illore inel~dongs were passed, the coplies 
:rgaiu going t l ~ ~ o ~ ~ g h  the forin of repeatillg the sacred 
~cnt~ence. At noon wc lleasd ;e snccessioll of shots in 
t'hc vnlley lulclcrl~cx,tll, i1,11ci the noise also of the bark- 
1 1  1 .  Thc ~'iltll now bccainc vcry rocky anci bad : 
tlrv vchgctlation c u r  ca,cli siclc of i t  being dellse ill tlle 
~ x t r ( \ l ~ ~ o .  T l l ~  v :~ l l~y  ;I g:~iii cnille i i~ t~o  sight,, a,nd Eronl 
I ~ I ~ H  ; I S ~ ) ( ' C ~ J  :I, A J I I : I ~ ~  r i v ~ r  See11 f l o ~ i l l ~  tllrongh it. 
At, ( H I ( .  o'c*loc~l< n f( )\~rt~lr s ; ~ c r ~ d  stlr1lllCbllrc was pn,sscd, 
;11)ont wl~ic*l i  t l l c ~  l ( ~ c ~ c . l ~ r + ~  TVPI-(> vpry t r ~ ~ l l l ~ l ~ ~ s o J n ( ~  ; tllcb 



330 BIIOTAN -4ND THE DOOAR WAR. CH. XTX. 

path being literally alive with them. Beyond this 
we had to pass through a narrow, steep, and rugged 
ravine ; on clearing which, we got on an uneven path 
on the mountain side : the view in every direction ob- 
structed by the jungle. 

No change of scenery now occurred for seve- 
ral miles, and after a fatiguing march of eight hours, 
a t  half-past three we came to an open piece of 
country on the mountain slope, called Paiong-poong, 
where there were a few detached houses. The first 
house we went to was kept by an old Bhotanese, 
with closely-cropped grey hair. He  gave US a friendly 
reception, and undertook to supply us with milk as 
soon as the cows came home. As there were no 
buildings attached to this house, where we could 
sleep for the night, we went to the next one, a few 
hundred feet down the hill. At first the inmates 
seemed averse to give admission to any of the party, 
coolies included, and closed the door. After a little 
time a young woman came out, and objected to our 
staying there for the night, on the grounds that the 
coolies would make use of the bamboo fencing for 
firewood. Other inembers of the family having ar- 
rived, after a little conversation their scruples gave 
way, and they consented to our occupyiog a wood 
shed near the house for the night. They gave us 
some e g p  and fresh butter, declining to fix a price 
for them, leaving that to oursrlves-or, in the Ian- 
p a g e  of the East, making i t  % of h t h c k d a ~ d ,  
or present. 

Evelything seemed very comfortsble ;J,out this 
little farm. The cows calnc: home at snnclown and 
were milked, and the pign were fed out of wooden 
tr(n~gIls-thr nnmr 8,s tllrv :lrp i n  Wnglnnc1. Tjlp 
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rnale head of the establishment had much the ap- 
pearance of a Roman of old. His dress was made 
like the garb of old Gaul, in the form of a loose 
robe or doublet, descending to the lmee, tightened by 
a waistband, from which was s~ispended a long, 
straight knife, in a wooden scabbard, not unlilte the 
Roman sword. His bare legs, and a thick, short 

('ilrlg htxanl of lai,ir, nnlded t,o t,ho general resemblance. 
His filmily consistrtl of his inother, his wife, a sister- 
in-l:l,w, : I , I I ~  t,llwc cliildrcn. 

Aftvr dinlicr, we wc~lt in to tllc fil,nn-honse, ancl 
s:~,t. thtw I tllv Roor for solllr tilnc observing do- 
inrstic l i f ( b  i l l  1l l1oti1ll .  T11o s i s t ( ~ r - i ~ ~ - l : ~ ~ v  TIT:IS l>ilsy 



preparing u mixture of boiled rice and warm water, 
which the old woman gave us to  understand by signs 
was for the children. After the latter had their supper, 
they were undressed, and in a state of nudity retired 
to rest behind a bamboo partition. The nature of 
their bedclothing we had not an  opportunity of seeing. 
After the children retired, the ladies resumed culinary 
operations, and presented each of us with a choonga 
full of murwa, and a tube to imbibe it. We all took a 
little of it, and found i t  rather palatable than other- 
wise. The farmer was determined not to be behind 
the female members of his establishment in has- 
pitality, and went to a receptacle from which he pro- 
duced an English bottle filled with Bhotan whisky, 
which he insisted on our tasting. It was by no means 
:m ill-flavoured spirit, but not very strong. It is dis- 
tilled frorn barley and rice mixed, and goes by the 
name of chong. 

The mode of fermenting the wheat or the millet for 
the production of rnurwa is the following-The grain 
is first beaten in a wooden  ail by a piece of solid 
h:miboo. It is then wet, put into a basket, covered 
over, and subjected to pressure for three days : at the 
t.lld of which, the fermentive pnxess is suficinntl~ 
(leveloped and the gri~in is fit for use. It is s decided13 
tbcononlical licjuor ; a,s fer~neritation continuing to go 
on in the grain, i t  imparts stimuli~ting to 
severa'l successive watering. The refuse of the mllrwn 
is nsed for f ~ e c l i i i ~  pigs, and very gooi1 and wholesom(' 
food i t  seeins to bc for thcrn. The Itinil of m1117Va 

~na.ile froin the millet, which the Lepch;Ls cidl r l ~ a ,  
Bhotanese call Rren (:I, on,!, or 11onr:y s1,irit. 

Honey, I inny r~lnark ,  is plent,ifi~l in Rhotan, and 
i l l  t h t l  cornsso of ( 1  I ~ V P  f r p q ~ 1 ~ l l t J I ~  PIIW tJl(' 
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collll~lon honey-bee of the country-in appearance 
exactly the same as that of England. The Bhotallese 
collect the honey in choongas, and its flavour is very 
good. I have occasionally seen i t  offered for sale in 
Daijeeling. 

The coolies having received permission to use the 
hearth, which was constructed the same as those de- 
scribed at  Kalimpoong, and afforded accommodation 
for several fires, were also busy cooking. Affer supper, 
which consisted chiefly of rice, they regaled them- 
selves with murwa, and the evening terminated by 
" The Laughing Pup " getting intoxicated and, by his 
boisterousness, disturbing us after we had retired to 
rest in the wood shed ; the accommodation of wllicll 
was very limited, mid into which we 11ad solne difficulty 
in fittiilg ourselves. 



334 BIIOT.4N AND TI-IE DOOAR WAR. CH. XX. 

CHAPTER XX. 

A Bhotaneue Witch Doctor-View of L)humsong-Coolies resting-- 
Meet some Natives-Halt at Labah-First View of Dhalimkote and 
tht? Dooars in the Uist;~ncc-Approach to thc, Valley of AmLiok- 
The Chalc River- Village of Ambiok-Ascent to Dhnlinrkote-Dr- 
scription of the Fort-Civil Jurisdiction-Rhotanese Arms-A Roil 

Co~lstrictor--Dhnlimkote as a Military Position-Question with re- 
spect to estsl~liuhing our Frontier in the Bhotan Hills-Effects of 
Lwch l3itc.s in prvventing sensations of Fatigue. 

SI-IOI~TLY after five o'clock on the morning of the 11th 
of May we resumed our march, stopping a few minutes 
a t  a house where there was a sick child under the care 
of a witch doctor. Messrs. Howard and Masson had 
been there the previous evening and witnessed the 
ceremony of exorcising the evil spirit or demon of 
sickness from the child, which was effected by incan- 
tations and dances performed by the witch. The 
child was shown to me, i t  seemed to be in a very fair 
way for recovery, in fact it dicl not appear to have 
been seriously ill, therefore i t  is very probable that the 
form of treatment to which it had been subjected, 
from in no way interfering with nature, may have 
been that best suited to its case. The witch was still 
in the house, and had a wild gipsy look about her, 
very difl'erent to that of the other women. 

Exactly an hour after leaving Paiong-p00ng.7 we 
r e~ched  the top of a ridge that we had seen from that 
place, ancl where we were told that t,he monastery of 
Rinchinsoong w;1.s conec:~led :~,aamgst the  trees ; it3 
presence heiiig i1ldic:~ted in tllc clistnnccl hy il) few flagq 
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overtop pin^ the jungle. The ascent to  the  ridge was 
and fatiguing; the only approach to  it being 

through a watercourse. About half a mile before we 
came to the ridge, the path turning off to  Dhumsong 
was pointed out t o  us. From this ridge we had a 
magnificent view of the snowy range. Going on from 
here about three quarters of a mile, we came t o  a ridge 
twelve feet broad, with almost perpendicular ravines 
of great depth on each side. On the  left we looked 
down on Dhumsong, which has been already described, 
a t  page 66,. as beautifully situated on a spur. 

The march now consisted of a series of abrupt ups 
and downs until seven o'clock, when we reached a 
ridge called Miriam, where we halted for a short 
time to allow the coolies to  coine up : the steepness 
of the ascent having proved very trying to  them. 
They made a short rest here, and refreshed them- 
selves by smoking and eating dry a little coarse 
wheaten flour. Their Inode of procuring a light is 
by flint and steel; the tinder used being the dried 
pith of the plantain. Froln this again they light s 
piece of rag and pass it from one to  the other. 

From liere we passed along another ridge for 
about a mile, and then corninenced a llloderate 
ascent by a l>stll colnyletely shaded by forest. A t  
the foot of i t  we inet some natives, who told us  
that  we were twelve nliles from Dhaliillkote. Some 
of thein were dressed in brown woollell clotllillg, 
some in the ~a~riously striped g;~rments which are 
frequently won1 by t l l ~  Lcychas, and by some people 
thol~ght~  to btl lwcnlii~r to  them, which however I do 

think is the casc. After half ail hour's steady 
ascent lip n nllccession of steep uneven paths, we 
; L Y ~ ~ v c ( ~  :ljtl :I, l)oiiii. wllcro t,lle slopcb lrlore 
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gradual, and here we met two more natives ; one of 
whom was in the habit of visiting- Darjeeling, and 
was recognised by Mr. Ma~son-'~ Is your body in 
health 2 " is the English of the Bhotanese salutatioii 
on meeting. 

It was now nine o'clock-the paths had become 
very muddy, apparently from recent rain, and after 
a slight ascent for a short distance, which brought 
us to the top of the mountain of Labah, 6,922 feet in 
height. From here we steadily descended by a steep 
and slippery path, and exactly in one hour reached a 
small patch of grass, on.  every side surrounded by 
forest, and overlooked by a mountain between six 
and seven thousand feet high, called by the natives 
Choong Tassa Ga. Here there was a small matting 
hut as a resting-place for travellers, and a very fine 
herd of upwards of fifty English-looking cows were 
grazing about. 

Shortly after arriving at  this place, the weather, 
which had been fine since entering Bhotan, becalne 
overcast, distant thunder was heard, accompanied by 
lightning, and we were speedily enveloped in a thick 
mist, which shortly passed into steady heavy rain, ill 
the midst of which, at noon, we proceeded on to the 
valley of Ambiok, descending by a rugged mvine. 
which the rain now falling in torrents had converted 
into a watercourse. After a steady descent of all 

hour and a half, here ancl there interrupted by solne 
ilbrllpt ascents to avoid i~nlji%ssi~bl~ l )or t i~i l~ Of 

mountain slope-coincident with the re:,.ppe;mLllCe of' 
the nun, the richly-wooded valley of Alnbiok sll(l- 
clenly burst on our view , :tnd, on :L spur silnnillg ()lib 

f'mlll the oppositr shlc, ;1,1jont 1 ,000 fcvbt i~.b(,v(' t'h'' 
v:rlltly, with a, winding l,:~t,h nscer(tlillg to it', witmq 
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seen a low line of works, containing within them 
some houses on the roofs of which we seemed to 
look down-this was our first view of the fort of 
Dhslhkote : surrounded on all sides and overtopped 
by densely-wooded mountain slopes. Looking from 
where we were to the south, a vast sea-like plain was 
seen, unbroken by any object that in the distallce 
arrested the eye ; this was the recently annexed ter- 
ritory : the Dooars of Bengal. 

At twenty minutes to two, after having rested for 
ten minutes, looking a t  the scene underneath us, 
we proceeded on, and immediately re-entered forest 
jungle, and continued to descend by a rugged track, 
proving exceedingly trying to the liinbs ; some parts 
of it Being allnost precipitous. By half-past three 
we had approached within a short distance of the 
valley. The atmosphere was now very oppressive, 
and a death-like silence prevailed, unbrolcea even by 
the rustling of a leaf; so still had the air become. 
Here we killed a poisonous hill snake that was crawl- 
ing alllongst the leaves strewn on the path we were 
passing along. We also met three Lama, priests 
conling up froin Ambiok, accolnpanied by a coolie 
who was carrying on his back, seated in a sort of 
bamboo chair, a young Inan who looked in the last 
stage of ~nalarious disease. The priests were talcing 
lli~n for change of air to some higher position than 
that in allich he had contracted his malady. A 
waterfall 011 the ol~posite side of the valley, a long 
 lay up the mountain slope mas now seen. A little 
may 01% the fort of Dhalimkote amgain came illto 
sigllt, but 13resenting a very different aspect to what 
it did ~~r.hcn IVC first sighted it-now it was standing 
~llllost ~ ~ c r ~ ~ e ~ ~ d i c ~ ~ l ~ r l y  above us, and fro111 its lleigllt 

z 



338 BHOTAN AND THE DOOAR WAR. CH'. XX. 

and difficulty of access, it presented a decidedly for- 
midable appearance. 

A fern minutes before four o'clock, after a con- 
tinuous descent of nearly four hours, we reached a 
small stream running through the bottom of the 
valley, and here halted for half an hour, waiting for 
the coolies to come up ; as they had fallen some dis- 
tance behind. W e  also bathed here, and underwent 
a clearance of leeches. The coolies having all made 
their appearance, we went on a few hundred yards 
and found ourselves stopped by the Chale river, a 
swift stream, to ford which, we had to divest our- 
selves of our under garments a second time. The 
boulders in this river are very numerous and of huge 
size ; the largest, in  fact, I have seen in any part of 
the world. 

From the bed of the Chale River, we ascended by a 
rugged zigzag to a path leading up a gentle ascent to 
the valley of Ambiok, which we reached a few 
minues after five o'clock. The village, the elevation 
of which is 2,922 feet above the sea, consisted of a fern 
bamboo and matting huts, of similar construction to 
those described a t  Kalimpoong, and standing on 
rough stony ground, resembling the dry bed of a river* 
Near the village was a shed, in which some Govern- 
ment elephants were housed. A good ma,ny natives 
came round us and entered into conversation with the 
coolies. The women seemed much the same in aP- 
pearanee as those who go under the name of Lepcha 
females a t  Darjeeling. Viewed from the valley of 
Ambiok, the position of Dhslimkote is veiy imposing, 
but the fort itself is not so ; the building ha,ving no- 
thing of a striking character about it. At twenty 
minutes past five we commenced amending to the 
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fort by a winding path, and about a quarter of an  hour 
afterwards reached one of a more level description, 

proceeded round to the opposite side of the 
fort in the direction of the gate. From here we had 
a fine of the Dooars, and the cool breeze which 
met us was most refreshing after the heat and fatigue 
attending the ascent. This was the ridge where the 
lnortars operated from, and here we noticed two oblolzg 
mounds, with wooden crosses a t  the head of thenl- 
the graves of the three oacers and the four men of the 
Royal Artillery killed by the explosion on the sixth of 
December previously. 

We entered the fort at six o'cloclc, by a gateway on 
the opposite side to that which overlooks Ambiok. The 
officers a t  the garrison were at the time exanlining 
some mall-pieces which had been sent up by Govern- 
ment for the defences of the place, and their appear- 
ance was creating some amuseliieizt from the fact that  
they seemed to be but an in~proveinent on the jingals 
of the Bhotanese themselves. They mere intended to 
be s~lpported on pivots fixed on the wall, and to be 
firecl from the shoulder in the same lnallner as a mus- 
ket ; the projectile tllrowiz by them being a small 
sized shell. We were very hospitably received and 
accommodated for the night. The garrison collsisted 
of one division (two g~uls) of the Armstrong Mo~ultain 
Train Battery, and one division of the Gt11 Battery of 
the 25th Brigade Royal Artillery, a Wing of the 31st 
Punjalnb Infantry, and a compalny of Sebundy Sappers. 

Dhalilnkote has but few clniliis to be colisiclerecl n 
fortification, nl)n,rt from those which rest on its posi- 
tion, which in llnrlollhtcdly n very strong one. It is 
of irrt.~lllar shape, being the top of the spur levelled 
and s ~ ~ r ~ u n d e d  by a moderately thick wall, built of 

2 2 
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stoaes without mortar, within which there were for- 
merly a few buildings, such as the Jungpen's house, a 
monastery, and a granary. These were destroyed by 
k e  a t  the capture, and the remains only of the latter 
one now exist. The area enclosed by the walls is 
76,000 superficial feet, which, with the necessary out- 
buildings, would not afford barrack accommodation 
for more than 300 British troops, according to the al- 
lowance of superficial space (upwards of 90 feet) which 
each soldier now-a-days is supposed to have. 

The troops a t  the period of our visit were located in 
matting huts; some built round the walls, while 
others were built in the centre of the enclosure. They 
were all raised from the ground on bamboo supports, 
and in other respects constructed in the same manner 
as the Bhotanese dwellings. On an elevation of the 
spur about the same height as the fort, and a few 
hundred yards from it, called Dhalim Mow, Captain 
Lance, the Deputy Commissioner, had establislied his 
residence, in the form of a matting structure similar 
to those inside the fort. 

Cal~tain Lance's jurisdiction is intended to extend 
over what is to be styled the Dhalimkote sub-division 
of the Western Dooars, in which he will exercise the 
l~owers of a Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector i 
Dhalimkote being his head-quarters. In the first 
instance i t  has bee11 very properly decided to restrict 
his judicial powers to criminal cases-those of a civil 
nature are to be disposed of by arbitrators, selected 
from among the inhabitants. Crirniiials sentenced 
by llini are to undergo tlleir terms of imprisonment in 
the Darjeeling jail. Appeals from his decisions are to 
be made to Coloncl IIaugllton, the Politic J Agent, on 
the north-eastcrn frontier. The revenues of ille 
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Dooar are to be collected for the present in the same 
manner as they have been by the Bhotallese, which 

seem as if their system has not been so bad 
one as Mr. Eden and other authorities have repre- 
sented it. Collections of revenue thus made, are to 
be sent to the Governnlent Treasury, recently estab- 
lished at  J!tynagoorie ; which it is intended shall 
become the Civil station of the frontier, in place of 
Julpigorie, on the same principle as Julpesh has been 
made ihe Military one. 

But little of interest mas to be seen inside the folk, 
with the exception of the reinaiils of a catapult, and a 
few specimens of Bhotanese arms and arinour. The 
jingals were the same as those used by the Cllinese. 
The specimens of arlnour were confined to the iron 
helmets with the padded flaps, and the shields made of 
hide, which have been described in the first chapter. 
The Bhotanese swords, however, are very creditable 
specimens of art. They aye a trifle over two feet long, 
vely heavy, and quite straight: the breadth of the blade 
being about an inch and three clumters. The handle is 
well made and covered wit11 glistening green material, 
said to be the skin of the Thibetian lizard. The sword 
has no guard, and is enclosecl in a well-made leathern 
sheath t'ipped with brass. An old and useless loobing 
gun of native mnnufactnre was lying on the ground. 
It was the only one found in the fort a t  the time of 
its calpture. Another and inore lilodern ancl effective 
one was afterwards found collcexled in the valley of 
Alnbi~k : its progress to~oards the fort hering a,pgca,- 
rellt'ly beell arrestled by the arrival of the force in De- 
celllber last. Lying anlongst some rubbish I noticed 
a till trlllnpet, between five and six feet long, exactly 
the salllc: 1 have seen used within ~valled cities in 
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. 
China, by the Imperial troops, for giving the warning 
a t  ~ ~ r d o w n  that  the gates were about to be closed. 
I saw also the skin of a huge boa constrictor, which 
had been killed in the neighbourhood of the fort a day 
or two previously. It measured fifteen feet in length, 
and upwards of a foot in circumference. Serpents of 
this kind appear to  be common in the lower Hima- 
layas, and I have heard of their having been seen in 
the immediate vicinity of the Civil station of Darjeel- 
ing, especially on the part known as Birch ~ i l i .  The 
jungle in the neighbourhood of Dhalimlcote is full of 
wild animals, including the elephant. Lieutenant 
Armstrong, of the Royal Engineers, while in the jun- 
gle near the fort, suddenly found himself face to  face 
with a tiger, which looked a t  him and then slunlr 
a~vay. AS a, general rule, unless very hungry or pro- 
voked, they will rather avoid than attack an 
European. 

As regards the supl~osition entertained by those at 
a distance, that the position of Dhalimkote is an im- 
portant one, from its commanding the pass ledink? 
clown to the plains, i t  appears to me to be erroneoW 
inasmuch as a large Bhotanese force n ~ i g l ~ t  march 
easily through the valley of Alnbiok to the Dooars, 
without the garrison of Dhalilnkote being aware of 
the circumstance. So little does i t  commancl a vie~v 
of the approaches to tlle Dooars, that the first llotice 
the officers in the fort had of the approach of our 
party, was seeing us enter the gate, notwithstallding 
that there mere sentries on the look-out at intema,ls 
along the ~vall. Whatever influence the occ1lpation 
of Dinlimkote or anp other post in the hills lna'Y be 
likely to exercise, it is pretty certain that it will be 
entirely of a moral nature,, there being but little 
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doubt that should the Bhotanese be so inclined, our 
of them cannot prevent descents on the 

Dooars being made ; owing to the nuznerous means 
which the Bhotanese have of getting a t  them through 
the hills, altogether beyon6 our scope of control. 
The idea that there are eighteen passes conllnanding 
a like number of Dooars, is a geographical epigram, 
which I am inclined to think has proved somewhat 
deceptive. 

The opinion expressed by officers of local expe- 
rience, with whom I have conversed on this subject, 
seems to be that it was a inistake on Mr. Eden's part 
recommending that our ilem frontier should be estab- 
lished in the hills, and that our having done so is 
likely to prove a source of chronic trouble. Military 
opinion appears to be strongly in favour of the plan 
adopted in respect of ow nortl~ern frontier a t  Pe- 
shawur, which has proved very successful ; namely, 
avoiding the hills, and establishing posts at conve- 
nient distances along the level ground nt their foot. 
Recent events certainly tend to support this view and 
to deinoizstrate that with regard to Bhotan, it would 
have been better to have drawn o w  new frontier line 
~out l l  of the inalarious Terai ; which would thus have 
become a kind of neutral ground between British and 
Bhotan territory-the Terai, as a residence, being as 
much dreaded by tlle Bhotanese as it is by o-cu.selves.* 

* Sincc the n l ) o ~ r  mas ~ ~ r i t t r n ,  and whilo tlic shr r t s  a re  pns:jing 
t h r o ~ ~ g h  t l ~ c  prrss, I hart, 11:rtl an opl)ortunitg of lwrnsiag solnc pnriin- 
in~>~lt : l ry  pnpctrs rc>l:\ting to  15hotnl1, n-hcrcin I fil~tl t11:lt prior t o  t l ~  
rnilit,~lry opcsr:~tiol>s 1)c.ing commcncrcl, opinioils opposed to t h r  annrs:t- 
tioil of I~ i l l  territory wcrr cxprcssrd by 3I:ijor-Grnrml Jcnl i i~ls ,  for 
Innlly ~ " : \ r s  ~ c ~ w r n o r - G c ~ n c m l ' s  ngcnt in Assanl, nncl by  Cnl~ t ;~ in  Morton, 
1)cpllty-Comi~~issioncr of Assam, an officl,r nlso of extensive local cx- 
pprlrncc. Thc opiniou of Geiicrnl Jcnkiiis was to thc followillg cticct- 
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The morning after my arrival at Dahlimkote, I was 
struck by the fact that I was enjoying a total absence 
of feeling of fatigue in my limbs, notwithstanding the 
long and difficult march of the previous day ; abrupt 

"As  to  the extent of annexation, this will probably depend much on 
circumstances, but  I would not propose, in the first instance, going 
beyoncl the Dooars. Attempting to  take up posts in the hills might 
bring you into a very unhealthy tract of forests, where i t  might be 
difficult to  supply your detachments with necessary supplies. I should 
rather be inclined to give u p  to the Booteahs a wide margin under the 
hills for any use they would make of it, allowing them to hold as 
suhjcct villagers and ryots who may voluntarily choose to remain under 
their authority. I n  tracing a boundary in the Assam Dooars, I gave a 
line from promontory to promontory, leaving all the villages within it. 
I f  you clo not allow them a proportion of the population, they will find 
i t  difficult to get their snpplies, and the people living close under the 
hills will be a sort of half sarages, who have been principally employed 
as  porters, and never paid any regular rents. On thc Asvain frontier 
such go-betmeens are called BohBteahs, who are not taxed by us." 
Captain Morton's views wf re  even more clecided-he stated-"1 am 
strongly of opiaion that  for the present a t  least no steps should be 
taken to annex any portion of the hilly country. I t  will do~~btleug 
be necessary to take up posts a short distance within the hill5 to 
command the pnssrs, but the occupation of these sllould be tern- 

porary. The annexation of the plains would be easy and profit- 
able. We should rncet wit11 scarcely ally oppovition from the 
Eooteahs, whereas an aclvnnce into the hills would he accompanied wit11 
much exppnsc and harnssmcnt if not bloodshed, without, as far as I can 
see, any immediate adrantage. Our Govemmellt is so situated that 
once a false step is  taken i t  is clifficult to retrace it. After annexing the 
plains if i t  were founcl necessary to enter the llills, there would no 
greater difficulty than a t  present exists. Indeed, if whilst occupj'ing 
the plains, we cultiratrcl the friendsllip of the hillmen, we shoul(l a 
future date advance into Rhotan proper with the good will of tho 
people." T h w ~  opinions mere exprensecl in m ~ r n ~ r n n d a  furnishrd ~ 9 -  

pectively ljy General Jcnkins and Captain BIorton for the information 
of the Rengal Government, when arrangements wcrc being nla(le 
1864 for the annexation of the Dooars. Looking a t  the troul)les hare 
alrc.acly had since entering the hills, and considering those that, ju(lging 
from t h ~  present aspect of affairs, s re  about to recommencc, tho ol)ser- 
rations of Cnptain Morton seem to be almost prophetic. 
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and rugged descents, as a general rule, being more 
felt during the ensuing twenty-four hours than up- 
hill journeys-attributable to  the peculiar strain 
thrown on the muscles in descending. The immu- 
nity enjoyed by me on this occasion, I can only 
account for, by referring it to the bleeding I under- 
went from both my ankles the afternoon before, about 
half a dozen leeches having become attached to each 
of them between our halting place a t  Labah a,ild the 
stream at  Anlbiolc ; notwithstanding that I was con- 
stantly on the watch and had pulled some dozeils out 
of my stockings, as they were making t'heir way 
through. As the natives of the hills genera.lly, are 
liable to be attacked in the same may by them, to some 
it may seem as if they mere n wise provision of nature 
placed on the hills to exercise their particular f h c -  
tioils for the relief of the weary traveller :-be this as 
it may, I give the fact as experienced by myself; the 
occasion in question being the first, that, after having 
been exposed to fatigue of the nature referred to, I 
have not been physically sensible of i t  the next day. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Leave Dhalimkote for the Dooars-Descent to the Terai-The Mechis 
and their physical Peculiarities-Remarks on Malaria-Mosquitoes 
a t  Balhbaree-Enter the Dooars-Kyrantee-Cattle-The Mechis 
of the Dooarv - Details connected with them - Appearance of the 
Country-The Cantonment of Julpesh-Position and Soil-Affinity 
of Cholera for Water-The Bykantpore Family Temple-The Teesta 
a t  Julpigorie-Appearance of the Station-Two sides of the Ques- 
tion relating to Frontier Aggressions-Remarks t,hereon-Bhotanese 
Veracity- Discontent contingent on our Occupation of the Dooars 
-Their Products - Leave Julpigorie-Ambaree Fallacottah --Re- 
enter the Himalayas-Artillerymen a t  Kursiong-Return to Dar- 
jeeling. 

THROUGH the kindness of Captain Huxham, of the 
30th Punjaub Infantry, who had been temporarily 
commanding a t  Dhalimkote, and who was about t o  
rejoin his regiment a t  Julpesh, I had the opportunity 
afforded me of going through the Dooars and return- 
ing to Dajeeling vici Julpigorie, in place of by the 
same route that I came. Accordingly on the afier- 
noon of t'he 12th of May, I started with Captain Hux- 
ham and Assistant-Surgeon Troup, in the midst of 
heavy rain which had been falling the greater portion 
of the day-our baggage having gone on some hour8 
previously on elephants. We took exactly tell minute8 
to descend to the village of Ambiok, our pace exceed- 
ing four miles an hour. Here an was wait- 
ing to accompany us, fitted with a pad, so as t o  be 
available for riding on when required. 
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At half-past two we left Ambiok, taking a track 
through the jungle leading south. The descellt 
towards the plains, with a few exceptions, was gel~tle 
-very different indeed to that of the previous day. 
After crossing three streams, branches, I believe, of 
the Chale River, we came to the mail1 stream itself 
a t  half-past four, which me forded on the elephant, 
and were now clear of the hills and fairly in the Terai. 
Froin here we had an hour and three-quarters ride on 
the elephant through forest jungle, and a t  a quarter 
past six reached Bullabaree, the site of a former 
Mechi village, where a matting hut and an elephant 
shed have recently bee11 erected by the Goverilmeilt 
for the accommodatioii of officers travelling to and 
from Dhalimkote. Immediately on arriving bere 
Captail1 Huxham was attacked with fever. 

Though there is 1-10 marsh land in the neighbour- 
hood, the position of Bullabaree is nevertheless very 
n~alarious looking ; the vegetation being chiefly 
under-sized trees with tall grass and brushwood 
growing between them. This forin of jungle is rife 
with malaria, and its effects have beell very severely 
felt by the troops, both European and na,tive, during 
the short t'iine passed by thein i11 the Dooars, as men- 
tion will be made of hereafter. 

At Bnllabaree, I had a good opportuility of ob- 
serving the Mechi caste of countenance which is 
slightly Mala~yaln, and not in the least Moi~goliai~ as 
some allege it to be. They seemed to me to be more 
allied to the Bengalee than to ally other people I 
collld call to mi11d, the difference in appearance be- 
tween tt1leln being ntt,ribut,able chiefly to the Mala~r 
ex1)ression of the Mechi. They are a singular tribe, 
el~joyiiig excellent 11ca~lth ~vllere other races, dark and 
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fair, sicken and die-while again they contract ma- 
lignant ferers when removed from their own locality 
into districts considered by us comparatively salu- 
brious. They have consequently as great a dread of 
visiting such places, as we, in common with the Bho- 
tanese, have of visiting theirs. What explanation 
can our so-called " Sanitary Science " of the present 
clay offer of a fact in nature such as this? 

The occurrence of similar phenomena in the history 
of malarious disease has frequently been noticed by 
me elsewhere in the East, and allusion to the ano- 
malies connected with it have been casually noticed 
in speaking of the outbreak of i t  a t  Darjeeling under 
circumstances about as completely removed from what 
are usually considered malarious influences as it is 
possible to conceive. I n  the case of the Mechis, me 
liave the uncluestionable fact that they can reside as a 
healthy and robust race amongst the rankest vegeta- 
tion and primitive jungle, and when removed from it 
suffer in exactly the same way as those who have re- 
sided in clear and cultivated localities clo when 
exposed to the atmosphere of the jungle. However 
much we may be wedded to time-honoured medic$ 
theories, and epigrammatic explanations of malarious 
diseases, by referring them to poisoning of the 
blood by morbific exhalations from t'he soil or by the 
gaseous products of vegetable decomposition, I a m  
sure that those who have had opportunities of oh- 
seiving the effects of malaria uncler varied circmn- 
stances of locality and climate, must feel as I (lo, 
difficulty of avoiding the conclusion that there is a 
something connected with it that we have f:ls fronl 
fathomed, and that in reality we are colnpletely ill the 

respecting its true nature. 
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As far as observatioil and experience enable me to 
throw any light on this obscure question, it is to the 
correlations between the nervous system and the 
atmospheric electricity that we must look for an ex- 
planation for the development of malarious disease 
in its active and cognisable form. The theory now- 
a-days entertained respecting the presence of ail 
atmospheric poisoa, circulating indefinitely in the 
blood, is one failing altogether to account for a great 
deal connected with the natural history of ague, 
which is the type proper of ailments resulting from 
malaria ; most other diseases traceable to that source 
being merely ague occurring under varied guises.* 

* The following remarlis made by me in " The British Arms in Nortll 
China a ~ l d  Japan," show the occurrence of malnrious disease amongst 
troops, under circumstances analogous to those under which the Mechis 
bccome liable to it. I n  a ilotc dated 22nd October 1860, referring t o  
a Wing of a Battalion of Royal DIarines that  I was on ship-board with 
from Shanghiti to the Peiho, i t  is stated-"Out of 2G0 marines that  
cmbarkcd four days ago, there are now thirty on the siclr list, suffering 
from ailments such as are usually referred to malaria. The medical 
officer in charge informs me that the men arc now much more sickly 
than they wrrc while on shore a t  Sliaaghai. This apparently injurious 
result of 3 chnnge froni a mnlarious locality and compnrativcly unhealt,hy 
atmospllerc to conditions of :in opposite kind, is quite in accordnlice with 
wh:~t I have frequently observed, and tends to confir~n me in an impres- 
yion I I n r e  formed since rtturning to China, to tlle effect'that exposure 
to rmanations fro111 l~adly-drained soils, drcliying rcgetal~le matter, &c., 
is not the actual excitant of the train of s y ~ n p t o m ~  familiar to us under 
tllc nnlnc. of an nguc fit!, the exciting at~nospheric c:tnse being generally 
onc of n coutrnry nnturc., namely, frcr currents of fresh air. This state- 
n~cnt no tloul~t, will sc~cm at, first perndoxicnl in the extreme, but i t  is 
not lcw.: in  nccordxucc with actual facts, and I 1)clievc admits the fol- 
low in^ explnna~ion-namely, t11:1t n, rcsidcnce in malarious localities, 
though not the ywcinl cxcitinfi causc of thr  paroxysms of ague, still 
p r ~ ~ l r ~ ~ ~  ill llnrt~cular constitl~tiolls a lowrring of thc vital powrr, 
cllnl.c~cti~l.~~c~tl 113. organic chnnprs of an ol,scurcn and frequently non- 
orll-t 1,11ld, nhlcll rc~nclc~rs the indi~itlun1.i pc~c111i:irly sur;ceptiblc of 
c,rrt:~in :~tnlosl~licr~c influcnccs, i l l~ i c l~ ,  in constitutions thus predisposed, 
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The hut a t  Bullabaree was swarming with mos- 
quitoes, of large size and voracious appetites, and 
during the night I had to adopt the native mode of 

Possess the power of generating parox)-ma1 febrile action-the most 
potent of such atmospheric agents that  I have observed being ordinary 
fresh breezes. This fact has been noticed particularly in Hong ICong, 
where invalids sent over from the extreme heat of Victoria to the sea 
breeze a t  Stanley on the opposite side of the island, have suffered more 
from agile and general sickness than they did a t  the less salubrious 
locality. Another illustration came under my notice lately. The men 
of the 67th Regiment, while in occupation of the city of Canton, had 
good apparent health, ancl freedom from ague, so lollg as they were 
quartered in the  lower portion of the city, where they were a good deal 
shut  in from the fresh air, but they were no sooner removed to the 
heights above the city, where they were freely exposed to the breeze, 
than they commencecl to suffer from a p e  which was attributed to the 
malaria arising from the rice fields outside the city. The case of the 
marines i s  another illustration. The men are llow suffering severely 
from malarious diseases, where there is no generating agent but that of 
the pure atmosphere which now surrouncls them. Hence I think it not 
unreasonable to infer, that  a residence in certain atmospheres, whether 
of the nature usually referred to malaria or  not, developeg a con- 
stitutional predisposition to intermittent and other diseases of a periodic 
type, which predisposition is brought into activity by meteorologica1 
conditions, which to those in actual health, are not only quite innocllous, 
but in reality invigorating. An account has lately been publish~(l 1 ) ~  a 
Mr. Gougher, of an imprisonment he undcrment a good many years 
in Jhrrnah. H e  gives a frightful account of the disgusting nature 
the atmosphere, which he, in common with the other prisoners, h~(1  lo 
reside in ;  yet he describes his own hmlth au having continued mllat 
seemed to him very good, until he was removed to a cell wlicre he wag 
expoapcl to the frc-sh breeze blowing on the banks of the ~rramnil~l~. 
Im~ed ia t c - ly  he l~egnn to suffer from malariong disease, rnhicll m9 

natlwally refrrrc~cl l)y him to  emanations from the banks of the rircr; 
the more so, as the symptoms disappcnred as soon as he was replnced 
in the pestilential air  of the interior of thr  prison." In  f ~ r t h c r  illllfltra- 
tion I may add, that in a note to some rcmarka on cholc~a, cont:linei' 
in a report furnished to the Government of I11di:t a t  the cntl of 1R64  I 
stated "My individual opinion in r~garcl  tofiI tI~y places not nccc3sflri1y 
being visited l)y cholcra cl~lring epidemic periods has been confilled 
China ; the following however is  a corrol~orative illustration occllrring 
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sleeping with the head under the bed-clothes, as the 
only means of escaping their buzzing and bites, sleep 
otherwise being impossible; and such as was thus 
procured was anything but sound and refreshing. 
The natives of Indid, I may observe, even in the 
hottest weather, cover their heads over at  night, 
and exclude the access of air as much as possible, 
just as a bird puts its head under its wing during 
sleep. 

At half-past five on the morning of the 13bl1 of 
May we left Bdabaree by a path through a thick 
forest, and at ten minutes past seven, after fording a 
small stream, we found ourselves clear of the jungle 
at the foot of the hills, or what is usually called the 
Terai. We were now fairly hl the Dooars-the cha- 
racteristics of which, hereabouts, as far as the eye 

in Calcutta. A few months ago, a committee of Government medical 
officers had to visit the filthiest par t  of t h e  native town, where the  
slaughter-houscs are, for the purpose of selecting a site for a n  abattoir. 
The stcnch mas such as  thcy had never before eaco~ulterccl, a n d  they 
thought they had a t  las t  discovered tho focus from which disease 
diffused itsrlf orcr the place generally. On inquiring homerer anlongst 
the inhabitants with reference t o  their sanitary condition, t o  their 
surprise they learned t h a t  tllrre was no sicknrss in  the  place, that  
deaths were not common, and that  the inhabitants had enjo~-ed inimu- 
nity from cholera." 

I n  lnalting tlicse ohscrvations I have no wish to decry the  labours of 
sanitarians, but  merely to show tha t  tllr smcrping conclusions arrived 
a t  11y them, from limitcd fields of ohscrv:ition, do not find support in  tlie 
widr hook of nature, and to caution the pllblic against being deluded 
into the belief tha t  the control of discaso is  tha t  ~ i n ~ p l e  mechanical 
process u~hich i t  llxs become the fashion now-a-cl:lys, for thc most par t ,  
to  reprcscllt it. ' rhrrc can b r  no question about the  ndvnntngcs of 
clcanlin~ss of locality, attention t o  ventilation, improved dri~inngr,  &c.. 
hu t  we must not snpposc that our acquaintance with morbific influences 
or thcir inreatigation, arc to  ceasc with the triumph of the  ventilating 
or the scarcnger arts. 
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could reach, being vast grassy plains, almost entirely 
free from timber. The malaria originating over ground 
of this kind, is that to which some of the troops have 
been chiefly exposed; and its effects are described t o  
me as having been quite as hurtful as any expe- 
rienced within the more dreaded Terai. 

No change in the character of the country, or 
signs of population or cultivation were seen until 
nine o'clock, when some Mechi villages began to 
appear, and half an hour aftelwards we reached that 
of Kyrantee, where accommodation for travellers, 
similar to that at  Bullabaree, has been constructed- 
the distance between the two places being fourteen 
miles, and between the latter place and Dhalimkote 
thirteen miles. 

Kyrantee is surrounded by beautiful pastoral land, 
and several fine herds of small-sized cattle were 
grazing in the neighbourhood. In appearance they 
were the same as those of Lower Bengal generally, 
and quite different to the cattle we had seen in 
Bhotan. 

The villagers about Ky-rantee are the claw of 
Mechis, who have hitherto had to pay tribute to 
Bhotan, and have been subject to the jurisdiction of 
the Jungpen of Dhalimkote, and his subordinate 
Katn~a, at  Mynagoorie. Though froin their llarne 
the Mechis might be supposed to have come originall! 
froin the Mechi River, they theinselves state they me 
the aboriginal inhabitants of the Dooars and adjoin- 
ing Terai. How far t,his is correct we have no lllealls 
of linon~ing, hut as they are the only tribe thst has  
pelmnnently resided there, it is as lilcely to 
case as not. HOW the t,erin BIechi became their dig- 
t~ingnishii~~ appellation is not explained. They never 
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live at  elevations higher than from eight hundred to 
a thousand feet above the level of the sea, and as a 
general rule prefer cultivating clearances made in  
the Terai to the naturally cleared ground outside of 
it. They are fair agriculturists, and confine them- 
selves chiefly to growing rice, tobacco, and cotton. 
Having an unlimited command of virgin soil they do 
not remain long a t  the same place, but change after 
a few successive crops-thus it is that there are SO 

many indications of former cultivation in the Dooars, 
which I am inclined to think has been somewhat 
hastily attributed by casual obsei-vers to abandon- 
ment of villages, and depopulation directly attr'ibu- 
table to Bhotanese oppression, while more than pro- 
bably they aye the consequences of the naturally 
gregarious habits of the people. 

The Mechi language is peculiar to themselves, and 
is apparently derived chiefly from the Bengalee. It 
has no wit ten character. Their religion is a form of 
Hindooism of a low caste, limited to occasional offer- 
ings before a clay figure of Kalee. They have neither 
temples, nor priests, nor caste distinctions; and eat 
all lcinds of animal food, except the elephant, for 
which they have a11 extreme reverence. 

The management of their households is left to 
their ~vives, who also assist in field labour, and attend 
the inarlcets, .c.vhich are periodically held in the neigh- 
bourhoocl of the villages, and there sell and barter 
their farm produce. I n  appearance they resemble 
both the Maday and the Bengalee female-most so 
however the latter. 

At hn,lf-past four on the morning of the 14th May 
me left ICymntee, where the heat had been very great 
the previous day, and proceeded along the bank of 

A A 
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the Chale River, which flows past the place, until 
five o'clock, and then forded it. I n  this direction 
we passed extensive tracts of excellent pasture 
land, with herds of cattle grazing. At seven o'clock 
we crossed a small stream near a village, and at half- 
past eight passed through the newly-established civil 
station of Mynagoorie, near the village of that name, 
which is one of considerable extent. The Govern- 
ment buildings which have been constructed at this 
place are as yet few in number, and are composed of 
bamboo and matting. The Bhotanese stockade has 
been removed, and a bazaar and market-place esta- 
blished close to its site, which is indicated by a square 
surrounded by good-sized trees. 

At nine o'clock we reached the cantonment of 
Julpesh, occupied by the 5th Bengal Cavalry, and 
the 30th Punjaub Infantry-the latter corps how- 
ever being under orders to march the following morn- 
ing for Cawnpore ; the regiment having suffered so 
much from fever during the five months i t  had beell 
in the Dooars, as to have rendered its removal fro111 
them very necessary. 

Julpesh cantonment consists of two lines, four ill 
each, of excellent bamboo bungalows, raised five feet 
from the ground on stakes ; the roofs being thatched, 
and the walls formed of matting supported on split 
bamboo framework, making as it were matting panes 
about ten inches long by eight broad. The floors 
are formed by an interlacement of bamboos, whicll, 
while admitting of free admit also the 
damp arising from the ground after dews and wet 
weather. These barracks mere constructed for the 
Royal Artillery, and i t  was three days after taking 
possession of them that the men lvcie attacked b~ 
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cholera, and their removal to Da~ee l i ng  necessitated. 
They were then taken into occupation by the officers of 
the 5th Cavalry and 30th Punjaubees, who were glad 
to get them as a substitute for the tents they were 
the11 living under. With  the exception of these 
buildings, a few outhouses and a line of matting 
sheds as stables for the cavalry horses, 110 others 
had yet been constructed, the troops being under 
canvas. 

At noon, in the division of one of the Artillery 
barrack-rooms occupied by the Commandant, Major 
Gough, the thermometer stood a t  90°, and in the after- 
noon was five degrees higher. The soil of Julpeslz 
is a light sandy loam covered with a thin coating 
of grass. Judging from appearances it ought to be 
a healthy locality, being free froin recognised sources 
of malaria. Like Putla Kowa, it was specially se- 
lected on sanitary grounds ; a river flowing through 
it, and a large and well populated village in its 
vicinity, being viewed as auguring favourably for its 
salubrity. Both places, however, have proved the 
contrary, and Putla Kowa especially so; a heavy 
mortality having occurred there from cholera-and 
but for their proinpt removal, a like disaster would 
most probably have happened to tlie European troops 
at  Julpesh. 

Although the position of the cantonment a t  Jul- 
pcsh, owing to its freedoill froin ordinary malaria, 
superficia,lly looked at, seeins a satisfactory one in a 
snnita,ry poilit of view, I may observe however that 
the river, which is a r~mning stream of inoderate 
size, flows inst ~vitllin a few hundred feet of the 
barracks, a'nd that tllongh cholera occurs under all 
circ~unstai~ces of locality, it nevertheless occasionally 

A A  2 
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displays a marked tendency both to hover over and 
follow the course of water, several striking illustra- 
tions of which have come under my notice in China. 
1 am, therefore, inclined to think, that, as a general 
rule, in the construction of barracks in a country 
such as India, where cholera may be said to be en- 
demic to its atmosphere, the selection of sites in the 
immediate vicinity of water ought to be avoided as 
much as possible. 

On the other side of the stream here referred to, 
about half way between Julpesh and Mynagoorie, 
there is an  old temple which until lately was con- 
cealed by an earthen mound. The artillerymen, 
finding this out, removed the earth from the upper 
portion, and made excavations into the temple in 
search of treasure, but found none. Hearing from 
Major Gough of the existence of these ruins, I went 
over and looked at them. They consist of massiw 
blocks of granite about fourteen inches square, and 
varying from ten to sixteen feet in length, resting on 
side walls of similar masses of granite, and also sup- 
ported in the  centre by four pillars formed after a 
style of architecture resembling the Grecian, Dotic, 
and the Corinthian jumbled together; the shafts of 
the columns being a fair representation of the former, 
while the capitals are circular, and embrace an imi- 
tation of both orders ; the one on the top of the 
other-the Corinthian being uppermost. This is the 
remains of the family temple of the BykanQore 
Zemindars, alluded to a t  page 36, as the rightful 
possessors of the part of the Dooars in question- 

At four o'clock on the morning of the 15th of 
I left Julpesh with the 30th Punjaubees for hl- 
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lligorie, a march of about nine miles. A long line of 
elephants conveyed the baggage and a llortion of the 
sick ; the worst cases having gone on in dhoolies the 
previous day. The Seiks had a very rough and 
campaigning look about them ; their coats being in 
tatters, and the condition of their nether garments 
non-apparent ; inasmuch as they marched without 
them. The bank of the Teesta, opposite Julpigorie, 
was reached at seven o'clock. Here it is a shallow 
and wide stream, fully half a mile broad ; presenting 
a marked contrast to the rolling torrent where I last 
saw it. We crossed the river in flat-bottomed boats, 
and a quarter of an hour was occupied in getting 
from one bank to the other. 

The station and village of Julpigorie are prettily 
situated, and straggle along the bank of the Teesta 
for some two miles. All the houses, European and 
native, are built of the same material-namely, mats 
supported on framework of bamboo. More solid 
structures are considered dangerous ; owing to the 
loose nature of the soil, and a liability wllich is stated 
to exist to the occasional occurrence of earthqualces. 

After all that has been officially written on the 
subject of Bhotan and the oppressive character of its 
rule in the Dooars, I was hardly prepared to hear 
froin a resident of Julpigorie, peculiarly well placed 
for obtaining reliable information, that the illhabitants 
of the Dooars, bordering on our frontier, state that 
tlley have no co~nplaints to make of the Bhotanese, 
and thaIt they have s13ered much inore from aggres- 
sion fro111 within our frontier (including that of Cooch 
Behar) than from ol~pression exercised over thein on 
the part of Bliotnn ; raiding within the Dooars by 
natives living under British protection, having ap- 
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parently been as common as it has been within our 
own frontier by the Bhotanese. 

I n  reference to this point, the following extract 
from the memorandum dated 7th May 1864, addressed 
by Mr. Eden to the Indian Government, recommend- 
ing the adoption of the measures quoted at  page 155 
appears to me worthy of notice. Mr. Eden states :- 
'' Whatever else it may be considered expedient to  do 
with a view of procuring satisfaction for the repeated 
insults offered to us, I think that the course which I 
have indicated (the annexation of the Bengal Dooars) 
is imposed upon Government, not only in assertion of 
its own dignity, and in execution of positive threats 
held out, but also in duty to its subjects resident on 
the frontier. The feeling of impatience which our 
forbearance has excited among our own subjects, 
may be gathered from a letter from the manager of 
Messrs. Dear & Co. to the Deputy Magistrate of 
Titalyah, dated the 5th March 1862, in which he 
says-' I f  the Government are unable to compel the 
Gopalgtlnge man (a Bhotanese officer) to restore my 
stolen elephant, mould there be any objection to my 
trying to get her myself by any means in my power? 
I pay income tax to Government : I think I have a 
right to the protection of Government: if Govern- 
ment are able (I know they are willing) to protect me 
and my property, I am content to abide their time to 
do me justice, but if they are not able, then let tfhem 
pay me the value of my elephant, or give me leave to 
protect and do justice to myself.' I n  talcing posses- 
sion of these Dooars, i t  would be necessa,ry to do more 
than issue a, formal notification that the Dooars mere 
att,ached to the British territory, otherwise we sha,ll 
render the position of the inhabitants of that tract 
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worse than it has been before. Drawing all their sup- 
plies, as they do, from this tract, the Bhotanese will not 
probably surrender then1 without a t  least a formal 
show of resistance ; and if the Dooars were left exposed 
to the raids of the Bhoteahs, they would become even 
more depopulated and devastated than they are now." 
This elephant case and the circumstances connected 
with it, are detailed in the latter of Appendix B, 
and it seems to me that the tone of the letter quoted 
by Mr. Eden is calculated to corroborate what the in- 
habitants of the Dooars state about aggressions from 
within the British frontier ; inasmuch as the expres- 
sions used in it indicate the existence of-and the 
means of putting in force, the principle of" those ta- 
king who have the power and those keeping who can," 
on our side of the frontier. This is the interpretation 
at  least, I put on the words " trying to get her back by 
any means in my power "-the conclusion that force 
is meant being unavoidable from the fact that the 
Bl~otanese official at  Gopalgunge, and ~ l s o  the Deb 
Raja, offered to give the elephant up for 300 rupees, a 
gun, and a telescope ; considering, therefore, that the 
whole sun1 thus demanded did not exceed &35, it is 
clear t'hat procuring the elephant back by force was 
t8110ught practicable at  a lower rate than that, other- 
wise the inference is that the terms offered would 
have been agreed to ; as i t  is not probable that the 
pwnnission of the Governlneiit wo~ilcl have been ap- 
plied for to mal<e an an~icnble a,(ljustment of the mat- 
ter ; the more so as the Bhotanese declared that the 
t~le~1hn~1lt originally belonged t,o thein. Though Mr. 
Eden chnrn1cterises in his report this assertion as an 
act of insolence, yet of the impossibility of its being 
tlhe case no shadow of cvidcnce is add~lced by him : 
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and therefore in a locality where rights of property 
have hitherto been so loosely respected, however ap- 
parently legitimately the elephant may have fallen 
into the complainant's hands, the possibility of the 
Bhotanese assertion having truth in it is not neces- 
sarily precluded. 

Mr. Eden, at  the time of writing his report, it 
must be remembered, can hardly be considered an 
impartial judge of the Bhotanese ; and though, in his 
opinion, disregard of tiwth appears one of the promi- 
nent attributes of their character, more recent ob- 
servers have nevertheless formed a more favourable 
impression. In an article relating to the military 
operations in Bhotan, in the Calcutta Englishman " 
of the 29th March 1865, it is stated-"Our cone- 
spondents remark upon a most curious fact, that in no 
case have the Bhoteah prisoners, whom we have ta- 
ken, given false information ; everything they have 
said has been proved to be true. If this habit is 
general amongst the Blioteahs, as our correspondents 
seem to think, we have indeed come upon a phenome- 
non in natural history-an Asiatic race addicted to 
speaking the truth, and possessing the other Persian 
virtue of using the bow well." Mr. Eden, in attri- 
buting " depopulation and desolation " in the Dooars 
specially to Bhotanese government, is hardly ~1111- 

ported by facts ; inasmuch as the most populated and 
most flourishing portions of them that I have seen, 
are those in the vicinity where the Bhotanese oficids 
resided. The truth is, there is but a very sca~ltlty 
population in this part of Bengal, and as already 
shown, the Mechis, who form a considerable portion 
of it, are of unsettled agricultural habits-% fact 
which Mr. Eden himself makes reference to in his 
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report, but apparently fails to see the probable collnec- 
tion it has with the neglected condition of the Dooars 
he describes. 

Mentioning to Captain Huxham, who, as Wing 
officer and second in command of the 30th Pun- 
jaubees, has had extensive experience of the Western 
Dooars, what I had heard respecting the friendly feel- 
ings entertained by the inhabitants thereof towards 
the Bhotanese, he said that in his opinion it must be 
merely local, and confined to the vicinity of our fron- 
tier; as he had been careful to inquire amongst the 
people on the Bhotan side of the Dooars, and 
that without exception they had expressed gladness 
at  coining under British rule : assigiling as their rea- 
son, that they felt a degree of security with reference 
to the fate of their crops which they had hitherto been 
strangers to. Captain Huxham procured this iafor- 
mation through the interpretorial aid of a Sebundy 
Sapper he had with l~iin, who spoke the Mechi dialect. 
It would thus seem, from these conflicting statements, 
that on both borders of the Dooars analogous states 
of illsecurity of property have prevailed ; attributable 
on the one side to raids froin withill the British 
frontier, and on the other to raids from the Bhotan 
hills. 

Without attempting to say what the general feel- 
ing of the inhabitants tl~rouglrout the Dooars may 
be with reference to the change of Government, there 
was reason to believe, that, a t  the period of my visit to 
Julpigorie, those in the neighbourhood of the fi-oatier 
it1 that direction would rather have reinailled as they 
were than colne under our rule-a strong feeling of 
discontellt l?revailing respecting an order which had 
been issued by General Tytler, forbidding the vil- 
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lagers near Mynagoorie and Julpesh to wash or 
bathe in the parts of the river they had been hitheito 
in the habit of doing, and indicating a spot to them 
below Julpesh, to which for the future their ablutions 
were to be confined ; sentries and policemen being at 
the same time stationed along the proscribed limits 
of the river to  arrest any one infringing the order. 
This interference with their liberty of action the 
Bengalee villagers are stated to feel much; as it 
prevents their doing exactly as their forefathers 
have done before them : that  they should continue 
to do SO, being one of their most cherished customsl 

From what I learned a t  Julpigorie about the pro- 
duce of the Dooars, it appears that next to rice 
tobacco is their chief product, and is proc~~rable in 
large quantities. The villagers however will not sell 
any of their produce, except a t  the fairs, which are 
held a t  fixed period8 during the weelr. This 1 ob- 
served on the journey from Dhalirnkote ; our servants 
meeting with refusal on every occasion that they en- 
deavoured to purchase provisions, such as eggs and 
fowls. A good deal of cotton also is grolnl in 
different parts, especially near the foot of the hills. 
It has a large pod, and is of good quality-b~t little 
care however is expended on its cultivation- In 
regard to this product I am told that a lucrative 
trade has-until lately arrested by our milital7' 
operations-been carried on by Bengalecs with the 
Bhotanese, the former taking up rice and ballering 
i t  weight for %wight of cotton, thereby realizing enor- 
mous profit8 on their transactions ; the cornmereid 
ignorance displayed by the latter in this matter 
:~pparently being nearly eqllal to that displayed 
the Japanese a t  the cornlnencernent of our treaty in- 



tercourse in 1858, when gold could be purchased 
from them for but a few times its equivalent weight 
in silver. 

Having left the coolie who carried my baggage 
from Darjeeling with the party a t  Dhalinlkote, I had 
to procure a hackery a t  Julpigorie to convey it across 
country to Punkabarree ; and having completed my 
arrangements I started in the afternoon for Ambaree 
Fallacottah, distant fifteen miles, and midway be- 
tween Julpigorie and Silligoorie. I was llow alone, 
with the exception of my native servai~t-a Madras 
man-who, though rejoicing in the euphoilious 
name of Rung-go-sammy, had modestly adopted the 
Christian one of " James "-but had no other pre- 
tensions to that faith, which I cannot say was a 
source of regret to me; Madras Christians-or a t  
least the class who take service with Europeans, and 
call themselves " Creest-awns," having the reputation 
of being, as a general rule, the worst of their kind ; 
their conceptions of Christianity being chiefly con- 
fined to disregarding any control which t'heir own 
religion may have formerly exercised over them ; 
getting drunk, n~aking use of English oaths, and 
copyiilg such other peculiarities as constitute salient 
points of distinction between their own and the 
Christian race, wit11 which they are associated. 

The roacl to Ainbaree Fallacottah is a somewhat 
intricate one, owing to numerous cross paths ; and 
as t'he hackery man was not well acquaintecl with it, 
especially in the cl~,rk, frequent delays occnrrecl pro- 
cur i i l~  inforinntion from villagers in its vicinity, and 
though I left Julpigorie a t  five o'clock, I did not 
reach Ai~lbn~rce Fallacottah until midnight. The 
only place I coulcl find to sleep in was an outholise, 
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which seemed to  have been used as a stable, at- 
tached to the establishment of the Raja of Julpigorie, 
who resides usually a t  this place. He was at the 
time absent, having taken a house at  Dajeeling for 
the hot weather. I may here mention, with refer- 
ence to him, that  he is one of the many petty Rajas 
now under our protection, and that having been left 
a minor he was taken charge of as such, educated, 
and his affairs looked after until he became old 
enough to manage them himself. He consequently 
has received a thoroughly European education, of 
which he gave an illustration during his residence at 
Da1-jeeling ; being at the time I left the stmation 
under medical treatment for symptoms considered a 
remarkably good imitation of delirium tremens. His 
establishment was left in charge of some sepoyg, 
who occupied a guard-house a t  the gate, and one of 
them gave me the loan of a charpoy,* on which I 
slept soundly until daylight. 

Ambaree Fallacottah I found to be a fine fertile 
district, well cultivated, and surrounded by villages* 
From its position it is difficult to understand how 
the Indian Government ever came voluntarily to  cede 
it to Bhotan, seeing that i t  is some miles within our 
frontier proper. It is distant from Silligoorie about 
sixteen miles, and I left for that place at  six in the 
morlling. The road is both bad and difficult, and 
but for the aid of the natives the haclcery man would 

* ch:lrpoy is the  form of 1 , ~ d  and hedstpnd in comlllon 
ttmollgst the n ~ i t i ~ e s  of In1lia. ~ t ,  collsist,s of a light moodcll fr~lnl'~ 
fi1lec.l lip I)y a n  ioter lncern~nt  of rope work, and  s r ~ ~ ~ o r t , c d  by follr legs 
xl)0ut, a foot n ~ l d  a h;rlP from the pounc l .  Tile b ~ t t , ~ r  kinds have l)rond 
till)' in l i m  of rope work, sud are  iu gent>ml us,. amongst E u r o ~ e f l ~  
i l l  the up country clistrict,~ as a ,yubStitute for the mattress bed, being 
cooler and less cumbrous. 
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have lost his way. The country I passed over was 
partly under rice cultivation, partly in pasturage, the 
latter being well stocked with cattle. The mode of 
harrowing adopted by the natives hereabouts is 
simple and rude. Three pieces of bamboo are ranged 
longitudinally, and fastened together by cross pieces. 
On this frame a man stands, and by his weight keeps 
it in firm contact with the ground as it is dram1 
along by bullocks. I reached Silligoorie a t  one 
o'clock, and halted a t  the dawk bungalow. 

The following morning I re-entered the Terai, and 
got to Punkabaree a t  noon. Here I discharged the 
hackery, and left my servant to bring on 111y bag- 
gage and his own, on a pony that I hired from the 
native in charge of the dawlc bungalow; no coolie 
being procurable. I then ascended to Kursiong, 
reaching the barracks there at five o'clock. On in- 
quiring of the artillerymen who had recently coiile 
up from Julpesh, with reference to the circumstances 
under which they had been placed a t  the time 
cholera made its appearance amongst them, t,hey 
complained of the ventilated bamboo flooring, of the 
huts referred to a t  page 354, stating that their 
clothes and bedding were invariably quite damp in 
the morning from the moisture which passed through 
the floors during the hours of dark ; showing that, in 
the course of the varied circ~zmstances under which 
the British soldier has to be located, improveinellts in 
ventilatioll may not always be iinprovemellts in sani- 
tation. Even the Bhotanese, as far as my observation 
has extended, avoid this error, and form their floors of 
thick plnnlring-in other respects their houses being 
the galme those in question, and raised the same 
height from the ground. 
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On the morning of the 18th of May, at half-past 
three o'clock, I left Kursiong, and made a long 
march of it into Da rjeeling, arriving there at nine 
o'clock. The roacl I have already described as being 
a remarkably good one, with a slope so gentle as to 
be hardly perceptible until the ascent to Julla Pahar 
commences. This latter, however, is only a path for 
foot-travellers, palanquins, or ponies-a continuation 
of the level broad road running round Julla Pahar to 
Darjeeling on the left. It is not used at present, 
being some three miles longer than the other. It 
has been made with the view of forming the con- 
tinuation of a cart-road communicating with the 
plains, and operations are now going on making a 
road, that  i t  is expected will admit of hackeries 
coming right up  from Silligoorie to Kursiong, and 
from thence of course along the road already made 
to Darjeeling. When this is effected the route b~ 
P~nka~baree  will cease. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Further Observations on the Lepchas and their Language-Land Spe- 
cnlations operate uafa~ourably in de~eloping Contentinent witli 
British Rule-Dress of the Lepchas-History, Progrrss and Pro- 
spects of the Darjeeling Mission for the Conrersion of the Natires- 
Relations of Darjeelillg with Thibet-Question of more extended 
Conlmerce nit11 that Country-Treaty Provision for a lioad through 
Sikim-Communication with Thibet through Bhotan-A conciliatory 
Policy towards the latter Country a Question of diplomatic Expe- 
diency-Note relating to the Position of our Affairs with Bllotan at 
the end of 1865. 

A FEW days after returning to  Daijeeling, I had a 
long and interesting coiiversation with the Reverend 
Mr. Niebel, a German Baptist Missioizary, who has 
resided there tweaty-two years, and is probably 
more intinlately acquainted with the Lepchas than 
any other European. H e  has been studying their 
language, and engaged in the work of their con- 
version during the long period mentioned ; but as far 
as refers to  the latter witli no results as yet of a 
satisfactory nature. Mr. Niebel, I found, had himself 
formed the idea that  the Lepchas were einigrants 
froin some other coui i t r~,  and was therefore the inore 
ready to receive my view of their origin ; namely, that  
they are sprung from the nomadic tribes of Mongols 
settled i11 Thibet, and not aboriginal t o  Sikim, as is 
supl)osed.* He  coiifirined what has already been 

* 111 Ncpaul, howerrr, Mr. Nicbcl informed 1110 that  there is nn un- 
c1oul)trd nl)originnl tril)e to 110 found callcd the Nem:~rs : 17e being the 
name of the country and ufrir meaning people; Paul again in the lan- 
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quoted about their calling themselves Rong and not 
Lepchas, also that their written language is peculiar.* 
With reference to the latter point, it would be in- 
teresting to have i t  compared with the Mongolian, 
which could only be done through our Sinologues at 
Peking. Mr. Niebel scoutecl Cheeboo's statement 
about the Lepcha language being the product of the 
philological talents of one of their Rajas ; as he says 
any information procured from the Lepchas as a 
class generally, however well educated or truthful 
they may be, which refers to periods beyond their 
own immediate epoch, is in no way reliable ; as they 
have little or no idea of history. He also denies 
Cheeboo's assertion that the Lepcha language-or at 
least that which is recognised as such at Darjeeling 
-is free from admixture with Thibetian words, and 
gave as illustrations, that in the Lepcha, the word 
country is Lee-ang, while in the Thibetian it is Ling ;t 
also that " kill" in the former is say-while, in the 
latter, it is sat. Mr. Niebel at  the same time admits 
that the Lepcha language, as spoken at ~ajeelin:, 
contains much that is apparently original, and it is 
therefore quite possible that in saying what he did 
(see page 312), Cheeboo meant the language in i t9  

original state, before it became what is now known 

guage of this  tribe means country-hence Nep~tul,  tho  country of t l lp  

Ne : conquered by  the  Goorkhas ; t h e  y r o r l ~  we now call the Nepnulf'sr 
* T h i t ~ e t  in the  Lepcha Ixngunge is c:tlled Pooh, Imt, when written In 

ours it is  pelt with 13. T h e  four 1r.ttel-r given, however, convey the 
newes t  approach to the  word as  pronounced 1,y thcm. nhotan nPJn 
they call Proolenng. Their  own country, : ~ s  Chcr1,oo stntetl to Inp, jq 
known to them a s  De jong- from de rice and jong  protlncing. 

t yl l le ,  also, means country in the  Thibetian language, but is e m p l o ~ ~ ( l  
as  clpscriptive of larger t racts  than  Ling is supposed to imply. 
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as the Lepcha dialect-in other words, when it was 
pure Mongolian. 

The Lepchas, it appears, in  cominon with the 
Bhotanese, are a rather gregarious ~ e o p l e  ; culti- 
vating land for a certain number of years and then 
changing to  another locality, accounting for the ab- 
sence of towiis which exists both in Sikiilz and 
Bhotan. They were niuch inore coiiteilted under the 
rule of the Sikiln Raja, than they now are under that  
of the British Goveralnent ; having become dissatis- 
fied in consequence of the inroad made 011 their lailds 
by tea-culture speculation-their lands having been 
bought up from their headinen, and they thelnselves 
sudclenly turned adrift to  find new settlelnents where 
they can, or take to  novel modes of employment, 
~vhich are distasteful to them. At  first, on coining 
under British rule they were contented ; as they were 
given to understand that  they would not be interfered 
with, further than being required to pay a tax which 
was not to exceed two rupees per house, This they 
clicl not object to in lieu of paying tIheir annual tri- 
bute of rice and a pig to the Sikinl Raja-though a t  
the salllc tiiiie they inaclc no coiizl~laint with respect 
to the latter. The only inconvenie~i~e which they 
;~dal i t  a~ttIeiir1ecl this lnode of lmying for their land 
was tlhe clista,ncc t,lie tribute had to  be conveyed-it 
was the cnstoni, however, ancl, like all Orientals, for 
c~nstom thcy had a great respect,, ancl \villingl;y con- 
formed t'o it.* Now, however, things are a(ltoget11er 

* From of f icc r~  nliosc cxpn.iciicc of tlie Doo:~rs 11:ls bccn confined 
lo the Assnrn wi(11.. I li:~rc, lrnrnrtl th :~ t  sc,ntimcnis rrl.p similar to  thr 

: \ l~ovr ~".\.ntl(- th15 inh:~l , i t :~nts  of tho 1)oonrs that t h r g  p:~ssed t l~ l .o~~gl l  
~ l l l r i~ ig  t l ~ c *  1:itc. o111.r;iiions. No rritlcncc~ I r i n g  :il~p:ircl~t. of R desirt' 
10 conle ~ ~ n t l ( , r  oul. protc~t ion on tlie p;~rt .  of tl~c* inhabitants of t l i o s ~  

B B 



changed; the large tracts of land absorbed in tlie 
attempt to form tea-plantations having revolutionisecl 
their primitive state of society. I n  the inauguration of 
our Government ill the Bhotan hills and the Bengal 
Dooars, i t  would therefore seem desirable that a 
similar cause of discontent should be anticipated, and 
some check imposed on native proprietors and village 
headmen selling land to foreign speculators, when 
such transactions iilvolve the agricultural community 
being dispossessed of tliem, and their hereditarj 
mode of livelihood interfered with. Waste land 
enough exists to afford scope for speculation with- 
out encroaching on, or even approaching a single 
acre of the agricultural and pastoral land now in use. 
Some landowners appear to recogilise the injustice 
done their dependants by this mode of disposing of 
their lancl-Cheeboo Lama, for instance, who has re- 
fused lucrative offers made him for the purchase of the 
land given him by the ~ r i t ' i s h  Oovernnlent as a rewar(] 
for his services-Cheeboo  referring going on culti- 
vating i t  after the fashion of his forefathers, and get- 
ting his little tribute from his tenants. Tea speculationq 
I lriny here observe, is coinlnerlcing to show a te1~de~c.1' 
to affect even the essential necessaries of life of the 
district. Formerly Dajeelillg was noted for the 
goodness of its potatoes ; now, however, judging frol~l 
whet I saw while with the $otll Regiment, it is likely 
not only to be distinguished for extreme badness of 

portionc, of 1 I I P  Awnm Doonr? that wprp :tl,ollt to  1 1 3 ~ 4  ilntlrr our rlllc 
While  :lg:lin in thr portion3 th :~ t  wcbrr : L C C I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i I  to i t ,  t h f )  1)('01)11' 

slow to exprcbss nny gratification :~t, tile c11;lngi. of gor@rnlllc'nt 
tllc'y hat1 untl(brgon~, f r c q u e ~ ~ t l ~  saying t h a t  t11r.y saw no :~~lv;lntfi#P 
having to pay t:lxi>s to us in nlonpy, in place of giving 111) sornc) of t l lplr 

produce to the Ul~otunesc,  as  they forllrctrly had to do. 
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quality but for scarcity of supply. The cause to  
this deterioratioiz is referred, is the fact t ha t  

all the best land in  the neighbourhood, inc:uding 
that on which potatoes used to  be grown, is now 
taken up as tea-plantations. That the ultimate 
success as such, of a large proportion of the land 
thus occupied, is a matter of considerable doubt, I 
have already alluded to. 

An opiilioiz prevails in Darjeeling tlzat dress is 
distiilctive of the true Lepcha or Rong, and tlzat 
neither the Bhotanese izor the Thibetians ever wear 
the lnaizy coloured striped garllleilts tha t  are clza- 
racteristic of tlze former. 31y om1 observation 
hardly bears this out, and I may cite the followii~g 
illustration. Walking in the bazaar on the 28th of 
May, I noticed in one of the groups loitering about 
two inen dressed exactly alike, with the exception 
that one of them had on tlze yellow sill< pork-pie hat. 
The dress consisted of an under gasment, over which 
a striped cotton quilt was worn, soiilewhat a,fter the 
inaizner of the shepherds' plaid, the arms being quite 
free, but the clnilt so arrn,nged as to l ~ a ~ n g  loosely and 
descend a little below the knee. The long-bla,ded 
straigllt wooden-sheathed knife, or bcln, as i t  is called, 
being worn on the right side, and suspended across 
the left shoulcler. The one with the yellow hat  said 
he was a) Lepchn; the other described himself as a 
Sikiin B1zot.enh. To the European eye t,hey were 
botlh Lepc11n.s-they themselves, however, recoguised 
a clistinction in the term ; the ma~n who stlyled him- 
self a Lepclla, being a Rong or Mongolian-while the 
other was a Thibetian, whose family hacl settled in 
Sikinl. The reader will probably ere this have fully 
recogilised the etllnological confusion which the local 

n n  2 
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acloption of the Nepaulese word Lepcha has created, 
ancl how difficult i t  is to avoid applying it  as generic 
for two distinct people, when properly speaking it is 

to distinguish a tribe n u i  g m n i , ~ ,  dist,inet from 'he 
Thibetians and other settlers in the Sout,hern Hima- 
layan range. The impression has arise11 rC- 
speeting striped garments being t o  the 
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Lepchas, I think adinits of the following explallatioll 
-namely, that  while the striped cotton quilt (red 
and white, or blue and white) is tha t  usually worn by 
the Rong tribe, the Sikim Bhoteahs wear a loose 
dressing-gown looking habiliment with wide sleeves, 
formed of a half woollen half cotton material, into 
which all the colours of the rainbow enter, arranged 
in stripes. It is girded at the waist, and with the 
exception of its showy pattern and material, is the 
saine kind of outer garment as is worn by the Bbo- 
tanese or the Dhurlna Bhoteahs, as they are called 
by the other tribes a t  Darjeeling. Wi th  respect to 
the dress of the Laina Priests-while a t  Peking, a 
yellow robe is its chief characteristic, at Daijeeling it 
is a red one with a yellow girdle-the later being 
the local distinguishing Inark of the priesthood. 
Cheeboo, however, occssioaally puts on a new yellow 
robe, ancl coillinands great respect when he appears 
abroad in it. The one he wears in ordinary was once 
yellow, but it is now so dirty and greasy, as to have 
coinpletely obscured its origiaal claiin to that  colour. 
Cheeboo is much liked and respected by the officals 
a t  Da~ieeling, and I believe has had hints given hi111 
as to the probalde adva8ntajges he would derive from 
the scloptioiz of the foreign cnstonl of reg~darly 
waslling ; but t'llese llints hare made 110 iinl~ression 
on Cheeboo, who adheres to the cont,einyt for wa,ter 
clistiilctive of his tribe ; Lepclia,~ as a general rule 
rarely or never wa,shing. 

Hnving ;-1,111idecl to tile Reverend Mr. Niebel's posi- 
tion as n ~nissionnsy i l t  Dnrjreling, a notice of t<he cir- 
clllnstnnces nnder ~vhich hc caauc t,o be ~ett~lecl there, 
iilny not I)c 11-it1lont i n t t ~ ~ - ~ s t ,  to n~;lny--the following 
ncconilt of tlltb origin of the ~ l l i s ~ i ~ l l  is gi~rell 19- Cap- 
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t d n  Hathorn *:-" The Darjeeling mission was coin- 

lnenced, and has been, ancl is entirely supported by 
the Rev. William Start. This gentleman, a man of 
eclucation ancl some substance, has devoted the whole 
of a long life and the greater part of his wealth to the 
cause of Inclian missions. He is now (1862) in Eng- 
land, compellecl by old age and ill-health to relinquish 
those personal labours in which his earlier years have 
been passed. Mr. Start came to Darjeeling for t'he 
first time in 1841, and then a t  once, with the view of 
fornling a mission, commenced making a limited col- 
lection of Lepcha words. His original intention was 
to establish a mission a t  Darjeeling, on the Moravian, 
or self-supporting industrial system, and with this 
object he located several German missionaries at 
Tnkvor (a spur to the west of Darjeeling station) in 
1842. Mr. Treutler, Mr. Stoelke, the late Mr. Wer- 
nicke, and the Rev. C. G. Niebel, were amongst the 
number, but the experiinent did not succeed, and the 
latter is the only one who continued to labour in con- 
nection with Mr. Start, which he has clone, we believe, 
minterrupteclly from that time to the present. I t  has 
been remarked by a wwter in the Calcutta Review " 
with reference to the Daljeeliiig mission, that the Mo- 
ravian system of misnions is not suited to any part of 
India, because " Europeans callliot gain a livelihood 
as traclesmen in competition with natives." That tllis 
is n mistillce so far as Dajeeling is concenl*d, is 
proved by the fact that the three Ger~nans 1~110 left 
the mission work have withollt exception painell a 
livclihnod as trndesnlen, and one of them ajt l*mt i9  

now in comfol2able if not affluent circu~nsta~nces. 
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must look elsewhere for the cause of W e  are 
not disposed to enter on the subject a t  length, or to 
criticise the acts of so excellent a man as Mr. Start, 
but we conceive that  some of his arrangements, how- 
ever well intentioned, must have given lunbra'ge to  the 
Germans, and without conling to a positive rupture it 
was thought better to dissolve the  connection, the 
nlission being henceforth carried on coiljointly by Mr. 
Start and Mr. Niebel. The Rev. Mr. Schultze also 
worked here cluring the year 1842, and the Rev. Mr. 
Cumley during 1848, 1849 ancl 1852. Mr. Start  used 
to work a t  Darjeeling during the hot weatlher, ancl in  
the plains in the colcl, until 1852, when he finally left 
the country ; and though his intelltion was at the 
time to return, the ineclical inen have positively for- 
bidden it. Since 1852 Mr. Niebel has been alone. 

"The chief object of the inission was the conversioil 
of the Leychas, ancl accordingly a dictionary of that  
language has been formecl, as well as of the Nepnu- 
lese. I n  the Lepcha 1aiigu:lge Genesis, part of Exo- 
dus, and tlle Gospels of Matthew, Marlc, aid John, 
have been translatecl, ancl tor tlie niost part pnblished. 
I11 Nel~aulese, the Gospels of Luke and the Acts have 
bee11 trauslate(1. Besides thesc, tracts both in Lepcha 
and Neljanlese have been distributed. For some 
years the work of the lnission was confined to study- 
i ~ i g  the langl~age a,licl colllpiling dictionaries; the lat- 
ter, as we c:ul testicy fro111 persolla1 exainination, are 
  no st volm~linons; and  the labour tlllls exl?ended, 
; l l t l ~ ) ~ l ~ l l  in itself ohvionslg not of a. lmtiire to pro(1nce 
conversions, will ease the ~vorlr of tliose n ~ h o  follow, 
;lalrl ellablc t he111 wit11 facility to lenra and ~1)ea~k the 
l:cnglltlge. Of lilt(: Mr. Niebcl llas idso hern preach- 
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ing and itinerating, but  we believe one collversion has 
been the ollly manifest result. 

" Mr. Niebel is a married man with a large family, 
and his means of support, which are entirely derived 
fiom Mr. Start, are very small. W e  conceive that it 
is of great importance tha t  this mission shoulcl be 
kept up. Darjeeling is on the high road from India 
t o  Lassa, the heacl-quarters of Boodhisin, ancl is visi- 
ted by Nepaulese, Thibetians, ancl hill tribes ianume- 
rable. These visitors, if instructed a t  Darjeeling, 
would carry away the seecls of Divine truth into their 
own lands, ancl act as the harbingers and forerullilers 
of the missionaries who will one day follow. The 
southern foot of the Himalayas is a coniplete barrier 
to  the spreacl of the gospel northwards. The Gospel 
taught in  one part  of the plains may spread from 
Calcutta to Peshatvur, but  the Himalayas as a huge 
breakwater, receives the t ruth and rolls it back again 
upon the plains. North of this barrier line are other 
races of tlie hunlan family, and to affect them a lais- 
sion must be establishecl either in or north of the 
Hi1nal:~yas. Twenty years have been spent in prel)a- 
rations, and now unless assistance of some kind is 
rendered, there is a strong probability of this labour 
being thrown away. For instance, what will becolne 
of the mission when good Mr. Start  is taken fro111 11s ? 
The Rev. Mr. Niebel is a B;ll,tist, a i ~ d  iC8 sllcll t h ~  
only society that  could well ailopt hi111 is the Ba1jtist 
or the Lolldon Missiona,ry Society." 

The iliissioll at the 1)resellt date coiltiil~~en as (1~- 
scrihecl in t'he furegoillg extmct, witll the exeel~tiol~ 
that  the Lolldon Missionary Societ,): has so far recog- 
nised Mr. Niehel an to t e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ , r i I y  Rire him a11 all(jr- 
ntlce of sixty rupees (CG) per mootli. With this ex- 
nrptiun lris ineaiin of sul,lbort are entirely derived fro"' 



the rents of one or two houses in  the station beloizg- 
ing to Mr. Start, and which of course forin a preca- - 
rious source of income.* 

Some notice of the relations of Darjeelillg with Thi- 
bet inay not be out of place before bringing this 
narrative to  a conclusion. A t  the present time no 
extent of trade exists, and what does, is carried on 
chiefly on sheep used as pack animals. mTool is the 
principal colnlnodity brought from Thibet, cotton 
and tobacco being t iken  back in exchailge. Ponies 
also, gold, silver, precious stones, coarse woolleil and 
China goods are sollletinles brought over froill Thibet. 
The traders generally pass from Thibet about Novem- 
ber before the silows set in, and return i11 spring af- 
ter the melting of the snow has comiiienced : the 
passes in the inountaills being iinpracticable in the 
iilterval. Judging however from the iluinber of Thi- 
betians seen about Darjeeling during the period I was 
there, they evidently either reinail1 until later periods 
of the year or coine across during the suiniiler iiloiiths 
as well. 

I n  a report on Darjeeliilg written in 1553, Mr.Welby 
Jacksoil nlakes the following reillarks with reference 
t,o t'lle extension of trade between that  pls,ce and 
Tlli1)et.-6b The flocks of Thibet are iiilnlensely nunier- 
ous, and of tlle finest quality ; it is as fine as the 
ineri~lo witli a lnuch longer staple, ancl its fineness is 
atntribnted t,o the same cause ; the fine alicl sncculentJ 
short 1,astnre of the Thibet hills, while tlle cold cli- 
lllittle I l i l ,~  tile nsnnl cff'ict on tlic fleece of suyplyiag 
tlla,t 1)cculi:~r qnudity which is found in the shawl wool 

* IVl~ilv t 1 1 c . h ~  sl~cc,ts arcs pilssing t.llrol~pll thc prcss, I liii\-c, with m11ch 
rqwSt ,  11(~:1r(l of tllv l < ( ~ c r r - ~ ~ ( l  N r .  Ei,~l,cl's 1 1 ( ~ t t l ~  ; ~ 1 1 i c l l  tool< pli~cc, : ~ t  
I ) ; l l : io~~lj l l~  0 1 1  thr' !)t11 of Octohcr 1SG.i : its C:LILSO bring elyscntc,ry. i1 

( l i * ( - : ~ s ~  wl11.11 ollc(* dcvc-lopc~l, a2 for~~~itl:~blc% ill tllc. Hi~~ l i~ lay: t s ,  as it is 
in tl~r. pl:~ins of Ilt\l~g;tl. 
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of the Thibet goats. The high plains on which these 
numerous flocks feed are of immense extent, and if 
the importation of the article could be facilitated, it 
would be a source of profit to  our speculators and 
manufacturers, and of riches and civilisation to the 
steppes of Thibet which have hitherto been excludecl 
from all possibility of improvement by rigid appli- 
cation of the exclusive policy of the ~hihese .  The 
Thibetian institutions are such as to admit without 
clifficulty of the establishment of a consul of a foreign 
nation a t  Lassa, for the protection and coiltrol of the 
foreigners carrying on trade there. The Nimals of 
Nepaul, the Cashmeerees, the Laclakees, and the 
people of Bhotan have all headmen or consuls of this 
clescription a t  Lassa, as well as other states lying 
between China and Thibet. If, therefore, the traffic 
with Thibet could be extended by improvement of the 
communication, it woulcl be easy to  effect a commer- 
cial establishment in Lassa, if the opposit~ion to the 
Chinese power now so much on the wane, could ollce 
be got over." Wi th  the view at some future yerio(1 of 
extending our commerce in the direction of Tllibet, 
the following clause was introduced into the treaty 
executed by Mr. Eden with the Sikim Raja in 1861 :- 

( 6  I n  the event of the British Government clesiri*t? 
to  open out a road through Silciin with the view of 
mconra.ging trade, the Ooveriiment will rilifie 
110 objectioii thereto, and will afford every protectioll 
and aid to the prcrty engaged ill tllp work. If a, road 
is constructed the Government of Sikim n n c l c l ~ l ~ ~ ~  to 
keep i t  in repair, and to erect nnrl mil,intn.in sllihble 
travellers' rest-houses throughout its ronte." 

The distance between Darjeeling and Lama the 
crow flies does not exceed 256 milen, but thc natllreof 
the ground which has to be travelled over, more than 
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doubles that, and consequently the distance is usually 
estinlated a t  about 600 miles. I n  the event of the 
formation of a road through Sikiin being attemptid, 
the portion of hill couiltry between Darjeeling and 
the Chooinbi valley in  Thibet, a distance of eighty- 
four miles, is that  which will offer the greatest obsta- 
cles to  its construction. As the difficulties likely to  
be encounterecl no doubt will be great, and the 
expense involved considerable, i t  is not probable tha t  
the measure will be carried out. 

Though direct coinmunication with L a s ~ a ,  within a 
nzoderate period, ma,y not be practicable, more ex- 
tended coininerce with Thibet than llow exists is not 
necessarily precluded, ancl it occurs to  me that  our 
present relations with Bl~otan  might be turned to  
useful accollnt with reference thereto-beneficial to 
all parties concerned. Before entering however f ~ ~ r -  
ther on the subject, it is as well to review what 0111' 

present position with that  country is. W e  have an- 
nexed the Bellgal Dooars and abolished the annual 
colnpensation paid for those of Assam, which have 
been under juriscliction since 1841. W e  have also 
anilexecl the lower range of the Bhotan mountains, 
constit,nting a, hill frontier extending east and west 
I80 miles-the dificnltics connectled with the Iceel>ing 
of whicll have bee11 already illustrnted. F'orbearniice 
no doubt has bcen shown t,lle Bllotanese, but in  clenl- 
iiig wit11 a class of OrientnJs silcll as t,lley are, some 
allowance rtyuires to be made, aiicl things tolerated 
which wo111(1 hc iiiadi~lissiblc in European diplomacy. 
Now, l~owever, their Govei-ninelit, if such ,i thing 
rc:~lly (txi~t~s, h :~s  btlei~ ln~ilishecl for past ~nisconclnct, 
;1nd mc c:111 :1ff'ol-cl to be 1na,gna,nimo11r;1. To the Ben- 
gnl Doonrs oilr right is :LH good as t,lleirs ; the power 
of the stJronger to take thein from the weaker hnl-ing 
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collstituted their claim to the land in question. The 
hill temitoq however is a part of their country proper, 
inhabited by their own people, and while a some of 
encumbrance to us, it is also of questionable utility- 
to say nothing of the possibility of its being a source 
of often recurring trouble-its restoration to Bhotan 
might therefore, perhaps, be made the basis of friendly 
irltercourse with the country, and the means of estab- 
lishing a communication through it towards Th ibe t  
the large commercial town of Phagri (referred to at 
page 101) being within a day's march of Paro, the 
capital of Western Bhotan ; even laden coolies taking 
only two days to perfoim the journey. The route 
again to Paro is known to us both from Darjeeling, 
and from the plains wid the Buxa Dooar. 

Our own interests are more immecliately iilvolved 
in such a concession than may at  first sight allpear. 
The occupation of the Dooars has been attended wit11 
great siclcness and mortality ; a very large ~ropodion 
of both the officers and men who have served in them 
having suffered to a greater or lesser extent from the 
effects of their l ~ n h e a l t h ~  climate. So long therefore 
a's the ljreeent unsatisf.c~ct~ry condition of affairs con- 
tinues to exist with Bhotan-for we are virtually still 
a t  war with it, being constantly on the defensive-will 
it be necessary to keep up a much larger inilitay 
establishment in this sickly locality, than were a Illore 
anricnhle adj11stment of exist,illg difficulties hn)llgllt 
about. Were we even to resume paying the colnljen- 
sation for the Assarn Dooars, and agree to pay 0116 for 
the lle~\?ly annexed Benpn.l Dooars also, on the under- 
standing that ill the ev&lt of nggresnion from the 
B110tan side, t,he value of the di~rnilge doire mro11ld be 
stopped fronr the annual eoml)el~satiolr, it woul(1 be a 
source of great saving of expense to the ~ovenllnellt* 
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and of health and life to the aiyny. What  now re- 
quires the services of a regular field force might pro- 
bably be done by a few hundred police-that is to 
say, provided the Bhotan chiefs-for Governineilt I 
believe to be a misnomer-being now coiivinced of 
our power to coerce, should recognise the advantage 
of acting reasonably in the matter. The nulnber of 
unhealthy stations already existing in India, where 
necessity coinpels troops being kept, is such as to 
justify the adoption of means, however conciliatory 
they may be, to avoid having the number increased." 

* The narratire now concluded, was, a s  stated i n  the  Preface, com- 
pleted by me a t  sea, and three days after m y  arrival in  England on the 
17th of October last, i t  wasplaced in t h e  h a i ~ d s  of the  eminent pub- 
lisher through whom it goes for th t o  t h e  public. The views expressed 
above, mere consequently formc~cl entirely from infonnatioii locally ac- 
quired and  from the study of the subject i n  such official documei~ts a s  
publicity had been given to prior to  my leaving C:dcutta on the 17th of 
.June prcvionsly : therefore i n  total ignorance of the course erents mere 
taking on the spot-a bricf allusion to which, appears to  me now re- 
quired. 

During the fcw weeks which h a r e  elapsed since the printing of the 
~vork commencccl, news has :~rrived from India, that  a n  ex1)edition on all 
c,xtensi\-e scale, :tmoanting to upw;~rds of 7,000 men, and including a 
coiisidera1,le force of British infantry :tnd artillery had been detailed 
to cnter Illlotan, i n  two distinct colun~ns, towards the end of thc prescnt 
year; the one to operate ng:linst the  nrestcrn and t h ~  other against the  
(.astern divisions of the country-thc former directed against the  nomin;tl 
seat of government at  Poonnkhn-the lxttcr sprcially ngainqt the Tongso 
I'enlow. Sincc this news W:IS receirod, intelligcnce (chiefly trIegmphic) 
has reached this cotuntry, to th(. effect, tli:~t, the Dc11 Raja, 01-er;iwed 11y 
the military prcp:~rntions in  coilrse of bcing ~ n : ~ d e ,  had conformed to all  
our di~m:lnd.s, ant1 had conclr~clcd a t r raty wit11 C'oloncl 13rricr, the Civil 
Conimissiou~r of the 1)ooars ; ont, of its terms 1)cing th:it the  Govern. 
mcnt of Tnclin, in ron.qidcration of the loss of territory snstainetl by I<hotan, 
conqt~ntq to  pny the Cforernmcnt of tha t  col~ntry all :innir:rl snm of 25,000 
nlpccs (82600)  to 1)c incrrnsttl to  twice t11a-t amount in  the  event of 
the trc:lty 0 1 ) l i g ~ t i o i ~  being faithfiilly acted up to. This  ~ a t i < f ; ~ c t o r ~  
intclligcnrc~ hnwc~er ,  is somewh:~t ncg:r:ltivcd hg the fact t l ~ : ~ t  the t r r : ~ t y  
refera only to tho I)eb Rnj:~, :rntl 11:rs no rrnlntion to t b r b  Tongso l 'e~~low 
who appears t o  continue contumacious and determined to resrst foreign 
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aggrrssion. The Deb Raja is  stated to have requested two months to 
persuacle or coerce this chief, a t  the expiry of which time, in the event 
of his still proving obstructive to peace, his chastisernei~t is to be handed 

orer to  the Indian Government. Those who hare read through thia 
work, especially its first portion, and also Appendix B, will I think, 
hare  some difficulty in realising the value of any treaty entered into 
with any nominal ruler of Bhotan-whether Deb or Dllurma Raja or 
the two colnbined ; seeing that  both are merely puppets in the hands of 
whichever local chief happens for the time to be most powerful, and 
should the Penlow of Tongso continue to be so (as he was very re- 
cently) the probabilities are that  the treaty now telegraphed as con. 
cluded is  not worth the paper i t  is  written on as far as any guarantee is 
concerned that  our troubles with Bhotan are a t  an end. At the same 
time I think there can be no doubt (except probably in the minds of 
those having either a limited acquaintance with the subject or direct 
interests involvecl ill the clevelopment of petty wars and their usutll 
sc~quents-tcrritoriiil increase) regarding the souiicl juclgnlent charac- 
teri3ing the policy which has been inaugurated of holding out, as it 
were, a pecuniary bait to our semi-civilised neighbours to behave them- 
sf.1~-es; particul;irly, as the payment is not to commence until tile 
Tongso Penlow returns the two guns captured a t  Dewangiri. It is even 
within the limits of posqil~ility that more extended concessio~ls may 
1,ecome a question of expediency ; the more so, as i t  has yet to be prove(1 
that the military posts which i t  appears to be the intention to mailltail1 
in the range of hills overlooking the Dooars, will realise the expec- 
tations formed of them in :t sanitary point of view, esl>eci;~lly, as, l~efor~ 
thcy can be reached, plains and jungle of unquestional)ly 17estil~lltial 
character have to br trarersed. I n  conclusion I may state that the 
Del) and Dhurma, Rajas having a l~ont  as much control over what is pays. 
ing in the country- the nomini11 (fovernment of which they represt.nt-- 
aa the figure-head h:ts orer the stcering of a ve~sel ,  it  is not in~prol)abl~ 
that the sirnplcst way of bringing existing difficulties to a speedy 
sntisf:ictory issue, will 1)is reducing the question to a ma( ter of fact, 1)) 
disrrgarchng thr- idea of dealing with a, central or practically r (~s l~~~lbi l ) l~ '  
Cfori~rnmcnt, and confining negotiations to the local chiefs who rirtu:lll! 
rnlr 1:hotan ; namely, the Penlowu of Paro and Tongso--paying a par- 
tion of thc annu:i1 allownncr of 50,000 rllpeca to the formcr for t]~' '  
Bengal Dooxrq, and H portion of i t  to thc 1:lttcr for thosc of Assan1 
the tribute formrrly drawn from theae sourccs having fo~.mcil imljop 
tant itcmr in their respc.ctive revenues-leaving i t  to them to settle 
R C C O U ~ ~ R  as thcy like with the nominal Govcq-nment for the time being 
18th D~crwtbrr, 1865. 
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APPENDIX A. 
T~snnslntio~z qf the Trecrty ntnc2c with Bholn~z in 1774. 

f i  :~BTICLES of a Treaty between the IIonournble English East Illdin 
Conlpany and the Deb Reja, or l ta ja  of Bhotan. 

" 1. That tlie Hoiiourable Compaay, wholly from coilsideratioil 
for tlie distress to wliich tlie Rootealis represent tlienlselves to be 
reduced, and fron1 the desire of living in peace wit11 their neigh- 
bours, mill relinquish tlie lauds which belonged to the Deb Raja 
before tlie conlmenceineiit of tlie war wit11 the Raja of Coocll 
Behar, nanlely, to the eastward of the lalids of Cliichacotta ant1 
Pangolahaut, and to the westward of the lauds of Byrantee, Mar- 
raghnut, nlid Luclreepoor. 

"2. Thnt for the possessioll of the Chichacotta province the Deb 
Ra,ia shall pay an allnual tribute of five Ta11gu11 h0l'Se~ to the 
IIonor~rahle Company, mllicl~ was the acliuowlecigment paid to the 
Coach Bellar llqin. 

" 3. That tlie Deb R ~ j a  shall deliver up Du(l,iind-Narmin, Raja 
of C'ooch Brhsr, togetlicr wit11 his brother, the I])e~van Deo, n~lio is 
contined with him. 

'( 4. Tlint the 13ootealis, being iiirrcliauts, slinll have the saille 
~ r i v i l ~ g c s  of tra(1e nq forllierly, ~vithorit the payiiient of duties, n~id 
their caravan shall be allowed to go to l<nngpore aliuually. 

'( 5. Tl~nt  the 1)t.l) I<a,ja shall ncvcr causc incursioas to be made 
into tlle country, nor in ally respect whatever molest the ryots that 
have come rindc>r tllc IIoiiourable Cnnipimy's sul~jection. 

" (i. Tliat if ni1-y ryot or iiilialjitnnt nil~ntc\-er shall desert from 
the I I o n o ~ ~ r n b l ~  Chnlp~ny's territoric~s, the Drb llaja shall C R I I ~ ~  

them to bc delivered up i~iilizcdintely upou npplication being made 
to llim. 

" 7. T l ~ n t  in case the I3ootenhq or nllp olie u~lder the Government 
of thv 1)cb Rnjn, slrnll have any delnniids upon, or disputes with 
nny of tlir inl~nl)itnuts of these or any p ~ r t  of the Conipany's terri- 
tol.ies, t l~ey  sl~nll prosecute t l le~n only by an application to the ma- 
gistrate who slinll reside here for the rrdllliilistration of justice. 



(( 8. That  whatever Snniassesf are considered by the English as 
an enemy, the Deb Raja will not allow to take shelter in any part 
of the districts now given up, nor permit them to enter illto the 
Honourable Company's territories, or through any part of his; and 
if the Bhoteahs shall not of themselves be able to drive them out, 
they shall give information to the Resident on the part of the Eng- 
lish in Cooch Behnr, awl they shall not consider the English troops 
pursuing the Suniasses into these districts a.a any breach of this 
treaty. 

" 9. That  in case the Honourable Company shall have occasion 
for cutting timbers from any part of the woods under the hills, they 
shall do i t  cluty free, and the people they send shall be protected. 

(' 10. That  there shall be a mutual release of prisoners. 
'(This treaty to be signecl by the Honourable President and 

Council of Bengal, and the Honourable Company's seal to be affixed 
on the one part, and to be signed and sealed by the Deb Raja 
on the other part."? 

APPENDIX B. 

Xurmfic le  ?f' the Hclntions rxinting hetureen the Govcrlz./nent ?f Iqzdin flad 

the Bhotcc~les~,  bet~cicm the Ycctrs 1828 mzcl 1861 : being the Delnils qf 
what hn.9 been slc~nninrisetl (it P{igcs 50 and 51.  

THE first serious aggression against tlle newly established autho- 
~ i t y  of the Inclian Ciovernment in A ~ s a m  was by 
Bhotanese official, named the Doompa Raja, w11o had charge of 
the Eooree Cioomah Dooar; the most eastern of the seven belong- 
ing to Assam. Thia officer, on the 2211d of October 1828 entered 
the clidrict of Chnt,garie ncljoining the I)oonr,J and carried oflllot 

* A sect of Fnqneern o r  hererlitnry rnrnrlicnnt prirclts. 
t Tile follo\\.ing siunn.tnrr4 on t h r  p a r t  OF tile (:overnn~rnt of Intlin arc. a1111cndnl 

to thia.trr:itr  : Warren tTnstings, IYillinm Antlcracy, r. &I. Dairrs,,J. Lnwrell. fIt3llrY 
C:ood\vin. H. Cfmhmi,  anil (kcwrge Vn~leitrtrt .  

$ Thin I )ooar  {rns nnc, O F  thaw hrltl nltcrnntc~lp 11s t,hr Dritinh nncl tlir nllntnllePe 
Governments ,  in nrcorrlnncr \vltli t h e  nrrrnigr inr i~t  rlcscrihed a t  llnpr 4% 
t he  olltr.?jien Occurrcrl (luring t h r  p r r i o ~ l  of  t l ~ r  ymr ~vl i rn  the  nl i t l lor i t~  of the 
Inttcr prrvnile(1. In n (1rspnti:h t o  t h r  (:ovrrnnirni of I n ~ l i a ,  clntctl 5th Novemhcr 
1828, detailing the  pnrtic:ulnrs of t h r  nnt,rngc., 311.. Scott ~tntrp-'I Tlint di.lmt~"hq* 
long e x i ~ t r d  hct\\.cen the  A s s n m ~ s e  o.nil thc  jlootrnha r r spwt ing  tho riplit, to crrtRln 
f ront ipt  ~ i l l a g r ~ .  of \~Ilit . l l  Il:itta l io i~r~l i re ,  t h r  y,ot whmc thin occllrrrnce took ~ l ~ ~ .  
\v%Q one : 1)nt thn t  Lhr lniirln l~nrl coiltinll~~rl in ilt l i]i~tllrl~pd poesrclsion of t l l ~  llrit'ish 
G o r c r n n i ~ n t  f rom thc  p a r  1NYH. wl im we first nrcl~pirrl  t h r  r o u n t q  of A w m :  ma 
t h n t  the  L)cb h j ~  hat1 eomr. t in i r  I~ r fo ro  ~ I r j ~ n t e I  nn ngcllt nn I ~ i s  ),art to 1 1 ~  
n t  a n  ill \ .estigati~ll in to  I i i ~  rlnirnu. n~h i r l i  wrro ~ i n d r r  ronsi~lrrnt lon nt, t h r  VW). t i n l r  

thin a t t ack  \\as mntlr ; an11 with  n perfect untlcrstanding t h a t  the In~ltln n r r r  t l s r c -  
ma in  in  the inter im,  ng heretofore, 111 the  po~scspioii of the  Uritish (>ovcrn~nellt~ 
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only some natives who had fled from his jurisdiction, bu t  also t h e  
owner of the  ]louse under whose protection they had been living. 
The Thannae Mohurrir (native police superintendent) m o t e  to the  
Doolnpa Raja, denlanding the  householder's release, and a t  t h e  
same time proceeded to  Batta Hoochee, a post on the frontier 
where a detachment of eight sepoys mas stationed, to  investigate 
the circunistances. The Doompa R+ja came down with  an armed 
force, attacked the guard, and caused solile lose of life. I n  addition 
to the attack on the guard, a number of wonien and other natives 
were carried off into captivity, and relilonstrances having failed to  
procure satisfaction, the  Governor-General's agent in Assam ad- 
dressed a letter to  the  Deb R a j g  denmuding the  release of the  
prisoners and the surrender of the Doolilpa Raja. 

No notice seems to have been talien of the  representations thus  
liiade to the  Bhotan Government. The release of the  captives, how- 
ever, was effected by a Jemadar (uative lieutenant) and a pnrty of 
Sebilndies (native local militia), who had been orderecl to  occupy 
the Booree Goomah Dooar. The Jemadar h a \ i n g  fo~und out  the  
place where the  prisoners were confined, suddenly adranced upon 
it, and set them a t  liberty. 

W e  continued to  occupy the  Booree Goomah Dooar for three 
years witllout any demancl for its restoration being made by the 
13lrotan Govenlment. I n  1831 however, a letter was addressed to 
the Government of India by the Jleb Rnjn, soliciting its restora- 
tion, and implying tlint the  Doonipa Raja, ~ v h o  \\-as the party 
responsible for what had occurred, n7as (lead. This letter was re- 
ferred by tlle Government to the agent of the Governor-General in 
Assam, for llis opinion in reference to the  espediency of complying 
wit11 tlle Deb Raja's r~qne.st, and i t  wnq iiltimately determined tha t  
on nnquestionnble proof bcillg afl'orded by the Bhotnnese G o r c w -  
ment that the  1)oompa Xajn was dcarl-ancl on the pnyment of a 
fine of two thonsnnrl n ~ p c e s  ns conl])ensntion to thc families of the  
sepoys who hnd been ltillecl in the nttarlr on Tjatta I<oochee, tlle 
1)oonrs n~o111d be restored. It nTas not however until the  31st J u l y  
183-1 tlint the first of tllcse conditionq fulf lled, and the relnain- 
 in^ one l)eing also ngrcetl to, the Dllotitncse mere nllo\red to re- 
occupy the J3ooree (:onnlnli Ihonr.  

T11~ scttlomcnt of this nfl'air wns not followccl by nny prolollgcd 
t~.nnqi~illity ; ns thc follow in^ year nn incursion mas ~natle from the 
I:iajnce 1)oonr 1)y n party of iil'ty nrmcd nlcn, n ~ h o  nttncltcd n ]louse 
lrelonping to n native rnlled Jloonoo Jn111dnl1, from wllicl~ tell per- 
sons were cnrricld off into 1311otan. I n  the despatch to Go\-c.rnmcnt, 
dated 28th RIny 1H:35, rc l lor t in~ this outr<igc, thc locnl autholities 

C C 
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drew attention to the frequency of such occurrences, and statedtlInt 
the Bhotanese officials in charge of the Bijnee Doow had positirelv 
refused to pay the tribute for that year, or to make arrangemel-ts 
for paying off outstmcling balances for previous years, which at 
that  time amounted to 30,000 Narrain rupees-the equivalent of 
about 1,5001. sterling. 

A general feeling of insec~urity prevailed along the frontier, re- 
sulting from these Ehotanese raids, which rendered prompt and 
decik-e action inclispensable. A detachment of Assa~n Light 
Infantry under a native officer of distinction named Zalim Sing 
was accordingly sent to effect the rescue of the prisoners, with 
orders to do so if practicable by pacific means. Zalim Sing pro- 
ceeded to the frontier and from thence to the stockade in which 
the prisoners were confined, and endeavoured to procure their release 
by negotiation. H e  failed in doing so, nnd inlmediately stormed 
the stockacle ; rescuing nine out of the eleven natives who llnd 
been cni~ied  off, and also capturing the nooba Raja, R chief 
Bllotanese officer of the Dooar. This official fully aclmitted his 
participation in the act which had led to his stoclracle being 
attacked, and aclniitted that of the natives (British subjects) d l 0  

had been carried off in the course of these incursions, several had 
been presented to the Tongso Penlow; affording strong proof of 
his connivance in these preclatory proceedings. I t  appears that at 
this time (1835), altogether twenty-two British subjects bad been 
carried off b;y rnic1.s made from Bijnee Dooar. Of these nine mere 
retaken 11y Zalini Zing's party, four mere subsequently deli1 ered ul1 
by t l ~ e  Dool~a rhj~t, and the remaining nine perdons mere satisfnc- 
tnrily accounted for, but in what manner we have no iuforniatioll- 
Tlie L)~oba  Eaja maa then set a t  liberty. 

Inquiries instituted a t  this period proved thnt sereral of tllp 
Eb(ltt2~ frontier officer3 slleltered bands of regularly licell~ed 
rol)l)erp, who pair1 tli~111 both in monpy and in &ares of the 
pltuicler, in consideration of the protection nfforcled them. This 
wnd othcially reported by tile (+overnor-General's agent to  the 
1 ) c l ~  Ila,ja ; and tho surrencler of t]le robljers secreted ill tile nijllee 
and 13;uirlia 1)oo:lrs demallclcd, as tile arrears of tribute- 
in t I ~ f a ~ l t  of which, the illlmedinte attaclllnellt of thc two Dooars 
J )v in~ t l~r~atened.  NO reply mas receiFetl to these d r n l d s ,  811' 
it is a nlfitter of clnubt as to the letter containing them 
vtcr renclied tlie Deb I<aja ; as i t  is nRtLIPnl to .qupposc: t h ~ t  the 
l ~ ~ c ~ l  othcerr fvlt i t  c c > ~ l t l u ~ i ~ ~  to their on-n interpsts that t h ~  centrtl' 
( ~rnn l t~n t ,  s11rh ns i t  wns, s]lolllr~ lillom as littlp ns possil)lc nl)ollt 
~l ie i r  p~oceedinps. To efi?ct tllis, tIiev frecjuc1ltl!- i n t e r c ~ p f ~ ~ l  tl"' 
ccln~n~u~~ications sent to tllc Deb Hnjn by tile Critish authorities 
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Assni:l. The threat with reference to attacking the Bijcee and 
Banslra Dooars was therefore not put in force. 

The Botailese now became so troublesome on the frontier, that  
i t  mas necessary to organise a special corps for its protection ; the 
cli~nate being too unhealthy for ordinmy troops. Wi th  respect to 
this necessity, Captain Penlberton observes-" A very considerable 
proportion of the detachnlent of Light Infantry which had been 
elnployed in Bijnee Dooar was destroyed by the extreme un- 
healthii~ess of the tract, and Zalin~ Siug, its gallant leader, who 
had rendered the most important services to tlie Government, in 
various situations from the first occupation of Assam, mas included 
in the melancholy list of victims to the climate. So strong mas 
the iil~pressioll of the deadly nature of the duties of the Dooars to 
ally but iiien born in the neighbourhood, that an additional corps, 
called Assam Seb~mdies, was raised for their perfonnmce, and W8S 

allnost entirely composed, either of n a t i ~ e s  of that part of the 
country, or of men bred in tracts similar to those which they were 
now nppoi~~ted to defend." Our inilitary experience of the climate, 
thirty years later, has been equally confirlllatory of its pestileiltial 
character. 

The Bijnee affair hnd hardly been settled, when another incur- 
 ion was liinde into the Uurrung district from the I<alling Dooar. 
This occurred on the lGtli Noven~ber 1835, ancl the lnagistrate of 
I)urrung, Captain Mathie, illl~i~eaiately advanced to the frontier 
\vith a detach~nent of sisteen n ~ e n  of the Assain Sebundy corps, 
rind made a demonstration which so alarnled the officer in charge 
of the Dooar, that he delivered over thirteen nien who had been 
engaged in the outrnge. 

The next event of importance occurred on the 14th of January 
lS3(i, when a daring robbery ~ttencled with loss of life a11d l~ropertp 
to nnlivrs untlrr 13ritish protection wns committed in tlie north 
Iiamronl~ district, by I311otauese from tlle Bnnslta Dooar, the most 
1 nlunble of t l ~ o ~ c  on the h s ~ n m  frontier. Tlle perpetmtors of this 
outrage \rcrc trnccd to the resi~lence of the I3hotanese frontier 
oflicrr, mlio wns lmomn by the nnn~e of the 13oor:~ Tnlookdnr. 
, 7  l l ie sarrender of the robhrrs nnd the plllnclered ljropertp was de- 
mnnd~d  nntl rrft~scd. The mwgistrnte, Cnptain Bople, imlnediately 
nc11 nncctl acro,Gs t llc frontier with n detachment of eighty 11iel1 of 
tllc St>buntly cborps lundrr the commnnd of Lie~~tennllta 1lnthen.a 
and F'ctcli. 'I'he Ilnorn T~~looltdnr flcd to Iltwnn$ri, and a9 stolen 
p r o ~ ~ r t y  "as found in his lio~lse, n for~unl demmld for satisfaction 
v'ns ndtlresdetl to the l31iotnnesc otlicinl nt I)ewangiri, nnd also to 
the l'enlow of Tongso. 11 notiticntioi~ nrns likewise issued nttach- 

c c  2 
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ing the I!anslra Dooar snd closing two of the passes conlmunicating 
with the plains. The Demangiri official who went ~mder the name 
of Raja1 immediately commenced to negotiate, and under pre- 
tence of f~~r the r ing  an amicable adjustment of the affair, came 
down from his post in the hills to meet Captain Bogle, accom- 
panied however by a number of armed followers. Captain Bode 

C declined to grant him an interview until he had complied with 
tha t  portion of the demands which had been made, having re- 
ference to the surrender of the robbers. This wm done on the 1st 
of March; nineteen of the culprits being given up. He then 
visited Captain Bogle, attended by the Boora Talookdar the chief 
offender, whom he refused to surrender. I-Ie made professions of 
friendship, which seemed so much in earnest, that Captain Bogle 
reopened the passes to traders, but still demanded the immediate 
surrender of all the delinquents. This determination appears t o  
have embarrassed him a good deal, and after a few days' delay he 
acldressed a letter to Captain Bogle, agreeing to all his terms but 
the surrencler of the Boora Taloolzdar, who being an officer ap- 
pointed directly by the Deb Raja, he professed to be unable to 
give up without an express orcler. H e  the11 to all appearance re- 
turned to the hills, and Captain Bogle considered the matter 
~lettled as far as he was concerned. The follow in^ morning, horn- 
ever, i t  was found, that, instead of proceeding homen7ards ~s had 
been supposed, he had tl~ken up t ~ o  strongly stockaded positio11s, 
apparently with the intention of resisting the attachment of the 
Donar. IIe  was ordered to retire, but declined to do 90, and 
coercive meagures were nt once ~dopted.  On the approach of 
C'aptain Rogle's party, the Bhotanese abandoned their ndvnnced 
~tockade and fell baclc on the second one, where they answered 
the requisition that they should retire with shouts of definnce, and 
commencecl firing n t  the elephant from the top of which Cnptain 
Bogle had been addressing them. Lieutcnsnt RLathems then 
ranced at  the head of his men, rind firing n volley, they retired i n  
disorder leavinu n number of ]tilled and wounded behind them- 

9 
The result of t h ~ s  was, that the nnora Talookdar snd the renlninder 
of the oflenderq, six in number, mere ~~lrrendered, nnd the l ~ ~ n ~ k f i  
Dooar mas restorer1 to Tjhotnn, The Government declared it Ilnd 
never hearcl of the rohheries colnnlitted on the frontier, nn(l thnt 
the letters of remonstrance adclressecl to i t  connected therewith hnd 
never been received. 

While snch n-as the state of matters on the Assam side1 the 
oppression of the nllotnn frorltier otficer~ I I R C I  drircn the illll~hl- 
tants of the Rengnl Dooars into open rchellion, and in the month 
of March 183.3, Mnjor Lloyd, who hncl been dcputed to that P R ~ ~  
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of the fiontier to adjust some disputes, forwarded a petition to 
Ctovernnlent from the Bengalee I<atn~as, or subordinate officials of 
the Dooars, applying to be taken uuder British protection, but 
rnhich could not be complied with. The month after tliis petition 
was forwarded, the magistrate of Rungpore received a conlplaint 
from the Jungpen of Dhalimlrote, complaining that an a ~ ~ r e s s i o n  C 
had been committed against peasantry under his jurisdiction a t  
IZyrantee, a spot about twenty niiles below the fort of Dhalinilrote, 
by a rebellious Icatma called Hurgovind," whonl he asserted, was 
aided in this and other acts of aggressioa, by adventurers osganised 
within the British frontier, to which they fled, when pressed by 
the Bhotanese troops. Inquiries mere made, into the correctness 
of this statement, and instructions were given to prevent, as much 
as possible, the assistance coluplained of being afforded either in 
troops or luunitions of mar. 

Under tlie belief that the BLotan Goverilment mas really in 
ignorance of the proceedings of its oficers on the frontier, and that 
the coiililzunications thereto relating, from the Britisli Gorern~nent 
were either intercepted or withheld, i t  was determineci in 1837 to 
send nn envoy to the Court of Bliotan, to "settle the tenus of 
con~mercial intercourse between tlie states, and, if possible, to eff'ect 
such nn adjustment of the tribute as miglit din~inivli the ch~ncea 
of nlisunderstanding arising from that source." Notification of 
tliis intention was sent to the Dhurma and Deb Ilnjas, whose 
replies clearly showed tliat the proposition was not nil acceptable 
one. Tlirce letters, contained in the sanie enrelope, were received 
froin the Deb Itaja, dated on tile 6th of April 18:37. The first one 
l v ~ p o s d  tllat no envoy should be sent to Uhotan, until nn eliibassv 
on his (the 1)eb's) part should liavc renclied Calcutta; or else tllat 
the proposed ellvoy should not be sent until frcsh disturbaiices or 
disl~1te4 arose on the frontier, when in tlie event of such occtwring, 
the 1)eb would hare no objections to receive him. This letter also 
acknowledged certain presents wllich 11ad beell sent, to the father of 
the 1)ha1*111n Ilnja, at  the request of tlie ngent of the C:ol-ernor- 
(iencrnl in ~ I s s ~ I I ~ ,  aud \rliich the l)cb allpged beell presellted 
to 1)hurma Zlnja, who mas represented as h i l lg  milch gratified 

* Thin I<nt,mrc Rnrgovinrl, i t  nppcnrcd, wns the nephew of n pcrson cnllcd I-Iumy 
Dogs, n Bcngnlce, who for mnny ycnrs hnd hclll nn otllccb in thc hor~neholtl of thc 1)eb 
l t : ~ j : ~ ,  nnil \ \ 7 1 ~ O r ~ :  fnlnily por.icq9eil the estntc of RIy~~rrgoorie i l l  thc Bengnl Dooars 
11ni1cr thc I\llotnn (+ovr~rn~ncnt. IIc I ~ n d  bccn expnsetl to  n goo11 den1 of opl,rcsqion 
nr~i l  injllqti~.~, to 1v11i1.11 llc s ~ ~ l ) ~ n i t t c d  for S O I I I ~  tinlc, 1~1111 n t  lnst threw off his nllegi- 
nrlc:c t i )  Illli)t,nn nlrd sfbizc~(1 Illlrln some fnrms n(1joi11i11g his property n t  Blynngoorie. 
IIe t,l~cn I1in.11 n. rl l~lnlri~r of I l in~loat~nncc nnil (:oorkl~n sc]>oys, n111l n . i t l ~  their nwist- 
nllce, nllfl arrnr I~ t ' oc~ l~ . i~~ l  T t ' o ~ l ~  \vithin the British frontier, Ite successfully rrsisted thc 
lll~ntnnrqe. 1 1 ~ ~  tllrn oITcrccl to pay t,hc Rritisll Government 50,Ol)O rupccs annually, 
nq triblrtr for it.9 pn)t,cctio~l. l111t mhich it wns not t11011ght expe~liellt to  extend to 
llilll. TIIC IJhl~tnn U o v e r ~ t ~ n e ~ ~ t  altilnntcly camc to teruls wit11 him, and he reaumed 
his mllcgiauce to it. 
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with them., A second letter contained an account of the outrage 
committed by the Bengalee Icatma, Hurgovind, and asking assist- 
ance in effecting his apprehension. The third comi~lunication 
requested that  an order might be issued to render Bhotm money 
current in the East India Company's territories, or in the event of 
such not being practicable, the Deb requested the Gorei~lment 
mould furnish him with dies siniilar to those used ill the Com- 
pany's mint. On the 17th of April 1837, the Zinkaffs who had 
conveyed these letters left Calcutta with the Governor-General's 
reply to the effect that he adhered to his determination to send nn 
envoy who would start on the termination of the rainy season. 

This mission was entrusted to Captain Boileau Pemberton, ac- 
companied by Ensign Blake, of the 6Gth Native Infantry, as As- 
sistant and Commandant of the escort, and Dr. Grifliths, of tlie 
Madras Establishment, as Botanist and Medical Officer. The escort 
consisted of one Soubadar (captain), one Havildar (sergeant), and 
twenty-five sepoys of the Assam Sebnndy coips. 

The first question which presented itself to Captain Pelnberton 
on assuming the chnrge of the mission, was the route by which it 
was to e l l d e ~ ~ o u r  to reach the sent of government in Bhotan ; p , ~ t  
experience derived from the missions of Bogle and Turner rendering 
i t  probable that  if left to the decision of the Bhotnnese the~nselves 
i t  moulcl be compell~d to follow that talten by these officers, find 
enter the country by the Buxa Dooar, which runs so directly north 
and south m to afford but liniited opportonities for malting obserra- 
tions on the country. Wi th  the view therefore of doing so 111 a more 
satisfactory manner than i t  was practicable for either of the two 
pre~ious  missions to do, C,lptain Peinherton determined to enter 
Bhotan by one of the passes as far to the east as pmcticable, and 
selected that opening on the Rnnslirl Dooar, as the one lead liliel~ 
tn be qllestionecl ; the Dooar having so recently been the uuhject of 
correspondence between the two CJorernments. 

This cour.se having been finally decided on, the mission proceeded 
direct frnm Calcutta by water to (fomhatty in ASFIR~I  ; intiinfltion 
hnving previoosly been given of its intention to enter n h o t ~ n  from 
the Bnn~lca Ilooar. Captain Pelllberton nrrired nt Gowhntty on 
the 8th of December 18.37, and was detnined there until the 
twenty-first of the eame mnnth, waiting for a reply from the 1)t.b 
Raja to tlie notification whicll had been sent of t l ~ e  route the mis- 
sion intended trlking. Captain Pelnberton then pushed on to the 
frontier, nnd crossing the Berhalnpooter river about three 1niles be- 

* It  wng suhseqnently nsrertslned that neither tho Dhurma R R ~ B  nor his father 
received any of the present@ ; the whole having been Intercepted and epproP'ifitcd by 
the Deb. 



low Gomhatty, commenced hls march through the Iiaillroop dis- 
trict of Assam, which he  thus describes-"The change now per- 
ceptible mas most mnrked and delightful ; from the norther11 banlt 
of the Berhampooter to the frontier line which separated the 
British from the Bhotan territory, our march lay almost entirely 
through fields of the most luxuriant rice cultivation, and amongst 
villages which bore svery appearance of being the dnrellinps of a 
happy and prospering people. All the fruit trees conlulor to Bengnl 
mere found growing in profusion around the houses of the inhabi- 
tants ; the herds of cattle were numerous and in the finest condi- 
tion, and everything bespoke happiness and content. This general 
character of the country continued v i t h  little interruption as far as 
Dumduma, a village on the south bank of the Nao Nuddee, which 
here forms the boundary between the British and Bl~otan posses- 
sions : but imillediatelp after crossing it, a very marlied change be- 
came apparent : extensively cultirnted fields were no longer per- 
ceptible, and nearly the whole plain over which we tra~elled,  from 
the nullah to the foot of the inferior heights of the Bhotnn rnoun- 
tdns, was covered with dense reed and grass jungle : the few vil- 
lages were comparatively small and impoverished, aud those which 
had been originally large and better inlidited had not recovered 
from the efiects of the hostile invasion by our trool~s under Captain 
Bogie in 1S3G." After some delays at  Dumdumn, the mission con- 
tinued its journey, and on the 3rd of January 1838, reached 
Tlewangiri situated on the southern range of mountains immediately 
overloolring the valley of ass an^. 

A t  Dewangili the mission was exposed to a delay of three weeks, 
caused by n succession of attenlpts which were made to induce Cnp- 
tain Pe~nberton to return to the plains, and re-enter Bhotnn by the 
I h s a  I)oonr, nnc! prosecute his journey by that route to the capital. 
This propo.qn1, however, mas resisted by Captain Pemberton, v h o ,  
after being thus cletainecl until the 23rd of January, was dlonred to 
proceed by the route he had commenced. 

I)uring the detention of the mission at  Dew~ngiri,  n rebellion 
hrolre out, hended by the Dnlta l'enlow (the Governor of Central 
ljhotnn) ngniust the Deb Rajn, nnd ns the direct route to Poonnlih:~ 
Iny through the cli~t~rict of the Junppen of Jonjar, who happened 
to be the brother nnd chief ndviser of the rebellious Penlow, the 
Zinlrnffs fsvho hncl been nppointed to accon~pnny the nlission rccom- 
niendcd tllnt the cli,qaffected territories should be a~oided.  The 
mission wns consequently compelled to ndopt a circuitorls route to 
l'oonnlrlin, extc.ncling owr  260 n~ilc~s, which occnpiedfrom the 23rd 
of Janunly to the 1st of April ; tho clelny arising fro111 the unscttlecl 
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state of the count,ry, want of conveyance for baggage, and halts 
necessary to allow the followers to Tecover from the fatigue of long 
and severe marches. The number of days however actually eni- 
ployed in travelling was twenty-six.* 

On reaching the quarters which had been provided for it at 
Poonakhn and which were situated in front of the palace, themis- 

* I have not  thought i t  necessmy t o  weary the reader with the details of this 
tedious journey. Considering however the  prominent part which the Governor of 
Eastern Bhotan (the Tongso Penlow) plays in  another part of this narrative, n 
notice of Tongso, his seat of government, may not  be uninteresting. Tongso, 
though usually considered the place of about third importance ul Bhotan, is repre- 
sented a t  this  t ime (1838) as a miserable place, situatcd in  a very narrow ravine 
drained by a petty stream. The village is 6,250 feet in  altitude, and consisted of a 
few houses, the worst of which was rented to the mission. The castle of the Tongso 
Penlolv is  situated 1,200 feet lower down than the village, and stands on a tongue of 
land formed by the  jnnction of the stream, above mentioned, with the large torrent of 
the  Mateeaam. It is described as a large, rather imposing-looking building suffl- 
ciently straggling to be relieved from heaviness of appearance, and so overhung by 
some of the nearest mountains, t h a t  i t  might be destroyed by rolling down rock0 
upon it.  I t  is  nominally defended, but  i n  reality commanded by an outwork 400feet 
above i t .  The surrounding country was found to be uninteresting, the vegetation 
consisting of a few low shrubs and some grasses. No woods could be reached with- 
Out ~ s c e n d i n g  from twelve to fifteen hnndred feet. Barley was the chief cultivation 
seen ; the crops being alterna!ed with rice, which was cultivated here as high 
6.800 feet. I n  the gardens attached t o  thc  cottages, almond and pear trees in full 
blossom were seen. Of the arrival of the mission a t  Tongso on the 5th of idarch 
18Y4, ,and i ts  subsequent residcnce there, Dr. Grifflths gives the following brief bllt 
umnslng account :- 
" Our reception was by no means agreeable. I was roared to most insolentl~ to 

dismount while clescending to the castle, our followers were conslantly annoyd, and 
i n  fact we got  no pcace until we had an interview with the Pillo (Penlow) on the 
15th (ten days al ter  nrrival). Before the arrival of this personage, who l~nd lust 
succeeded to  office, great efforts were made to hring about an interview with the ex- 
Pillo, and stoppage of supplies w.w mtunlly threatened in case of a refusal. The 
firmnew of Captain Pcrnherton wt-~q however proof again& all this. I t  hnd been 
previously arrangcd t h a t  the former Pillo, the uncle of the present one, 8ho~lcI be ad- 
mitted a t  this interview on  terms of equality ; this kindncs on the part of the 
nephew being prompted probnhly hy the hope8 of securing his uncle's presents after- 
wards. y e  mere received with a gootl deal of fitate, bnt the apartments in \\'hich 
the  lnpetlng took place w w  by no means imposing or even well ornamellted The 
nttenilnnts were very nnmerolls, and mostly well dre%7cd, but  the effect8 of this were 
le~qenecl by the admimion of nn iniliscriminate mob. Wc were not admitted 
evrr illto the presence without nn~lergoing the ordeals which the low impcrtine1lceot 
many orientals irnpones on  those who wish for access to them. We were muchstmck 
with the dilfcrcnce in nppearance bctwccn the  0111 ~ n d  new F'illos ; the former 
certainly the most nriatocrntic perRonage we saw in Bootan : the latter n mean 
necked in(1ividual. A novcl part  of the ceremony consistetl in the stirring IIP ' 
larrac? can of ten and the gcnc:rnl recital of prnyers over i t ,  after which a 1allcfl1l wa" 
baltdecl to the  P i l l o ~  who clipped their forcflngcm in it nnd so ta9tt.d it. ~ 1 1 e m e e t ~ ~ g  
paq~crl well, nnd afterwards several ccremonics nnd more frirndly meetin@ 
took place. WC took lcave on the 2Ynd (>larch). Thin interview wns clliefly occo- 
pic11 in ron~iilerillg thc lint of present3 mhicll tile pillo rcquestcd thr  nritiah (tovc"' 
merit \troul(l (10 themsclve~ the favollr of sending him. EIe bcggrd lllost ll"c!n- 
scionnhly, : m l  I tho l~ght  the list wonltl nnvcr comr to an end. Anll he wag ~ b l l g ' ? ~  
enough to say tha t  n n y t h i n ~  he might think of ~nbsetlnently \\ponl~l he n~nol1nc~l1" 
writing. H e  was very facetionn. awl evidently rrjoiced nt the itlea of pecllring 
many good thing3 nt .such n trifling rxprnpr ns he had incnrrr~l  in mercly asking for 
thpnl. Nothillg could well rxcrcrl the tliscomfort \rc hnd to ~lnderuo (IllrInR ?'Ir 
tfljiolla a t  this place. Onr diftlc111tic.l ivrrp incrc.zqr11 pnhs~qncntly to ollrnrrlvn' 

the occurrence of nng~ttlcrl wen.thcr, cl~lring \\,hich wc 111~~1 ample proofs 'I1"' 
Bootan honnes are not always waterproof. iVe were I~si t lcs  i n c r s s ~ t l ~  nnnoJ"l 
with a proftisin11 of r n t ~ ,  bug$ and fleas. Yor was there u single thing. to colllltcr- 
h n l ~ n c e  all thesc i ~ ~ c o ~ ~ v r n i c ~ n c e s ,  nntl we consequently left the place aitllout the 
R ~ ~ O \ V  of a feeling of regret." 
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sion was struclrmith the want of care and consideration shown ~ ~ i t h  
reference to the preparations for its reception, considering the long 
notice the Governnient had had of its coming. The quarters al- 
lotted to i t  had evidently been stables, and consisted of a square 
enclosure surrounded by low mud walls. Above the stables, srlinll 
recesses, not much bigger than coffins, had been constructed as dor- 
mitories for the members of the n~ission, with the exception of 
Captain Peillberton, for whonl a recess somewhat larger had been 
prepared. The whole was covered in by a roof of single mats, 
formin~ but an indifferent protection from the oppressive sun then 

? 
prevaillug, and, in addition, contained a profusion of every descrip- 
tion of vernlin. Captain Pemberton consequently determined on 
renting quarters in the village, and being willing to pay liberally, 
had no dlficulty in hiring two houses, where the location of the 
mission, though improved, mas by no means free fro111 solne of the 
discoinforts of the quarters the Government had provided for it. 

The winter capital of Bhotan was found to consist of solile twelve 
or fifteen houses, half of which were on the left bank of the river ; 
two-thirds of them being in a ruinous state. Arouud Poonakha, 
within the distance of n quarter of a mile, villages were seen, all of 
the111 bearing the stamp of poverty and oppression. '' The palace 
is situated on a flat tongue of land fornled by the confluence of the 
Patchoo ancl ILatclioo rirers. To the west i t  is quite close to the 
west boundary of the valley, the r i ~ e r  alone intervening. It is n 
very lnrge building, but too uniform and too henvy to be imposing ; 
i t  is upmards of two hundred yards in length, by perhaps eighty ill 
breadth. Its regal nature is attested by tlle central tower and 
severnl coppered roofs." The climate llad little to recomlnend it, 
and 11111~11 annojnnce wns experienced froill the strong winds mhicll 
were Inore or less constnntly blowing up the valley during the day, 
bringing with them clouds of dust. 

The soil in the neighbourhood seeriled very poor, nil3 contained 
large proportion of mica. Cultivation in the valley during tlie 

stay of the ~iiission wns linlited to wheat and bucl~wl~ent, but 
scarcely auy of the former seenlcd likely to come to ~nnturity. 
Newly sown crops were liable to be eaten up by the swnrllis of 
sacred pigeo11s that were kept in the palace. Ground nlso was ob- 
served to he in course of prepi~ratioii for the reception of rice. Tlic 
aaricult~~rnl worlc nppenrccl to devolve chiefly 011 a number of 
Aswnlcse SIR! es. 

Notlring wns seen indicntive of nny degree of trnde being cnrriecl 
on at tllt: place. I'eople chnllging tlleir residences frequently 
pkqsecl tlirough from tho north-enst, generally acconlpauied by 



ponies, whose most common burdens appeared to be salt. No sips 
were seen of direct intercourse with Thibet, and even the tea, n7hich 
seemed to be an article of large consumption, was said to have come 
from Thibet through TJTestern Bhotan. 

During the first few days after the mission arrived, i t  was much 
annoyed by the followers of the Dpb Raja, who were continually 
having disputes with the sentries and the mission followers, and it 
was only after repeated messages had been sent to the ptlace, 
stating the probable consequences, if the system of annoyance v n s  
continued, that nny respite from them was obtained. The first in- 
terview with the Deb Raja occul~ed on the 9th of April-Dr. 
Griffiths thus desciibev it-((Leaving our ponies, we crossed the 
bridge built over the Pntchoo, which mas lined with guards and 
defended by some large wretchedly constructed wall pieces. W e  
then entered a paved yard, and thence axended by some most in- 
convenient stairs to the palace, the entrance to which wae g~larded 
by a few household troops dressed in scarlet broadcloth. TJ7e the11 
crossecl the north quadrangle of the palace, which is su~.ronnded 
with galleries and apartments, ancl mas crowded with eager specta- 

oerous tors, ancl ascending some still more inconvenient or even dan; 
stairs reached a gallery along which we proceeded to the Deb's 
receiving room, which is on the meat face of the palace. At tho 
door of this the usual delays tooh place, these people supposing that 
their importance is enhanced by the length of delay they can 
manage to make visitors submit to. The Deb, who was MI ordinary 
looking man in good condition, received us graciously, nnd actudl~ 
got up nnd received his Lordship's letter standing. The usual con- 
~ersat ion then toolr place by means of interpreting nnd the Deb 
hnving received his presents ancl presented us with the usual plan- 
tain$, ghee, anrl some walnuts, dismissed us. And this was the f i r~ t  
nnd last time I had the honour of seeing him, ns I was indieposed 
a t  the time of our leaving to return. The room was a good sized 
one, but rather low : i t  wrte supporter1 by well ornnmented pillws 
twtefillly hung with scarfs and en~broidered silks." Two after- 
w a r d ~  the Dhurma Rtxja, a pod-loolting boy of eight or ten !em of 
age, and son of the Tongso Yenlow, received the midsion, which out 
of conlpliment to his religious character remained ~ t ~ l ( l i ~ ~ *  
The Dhurmn R R ~ R  silt in a small recess, lighted chiefly hy lamps, 
and wns prompted by a venerable looking grey-headetl priest- 
Around the room priests sat busily employed in muttering sacred 
.sentences from handsome gilt-lettered black hooks. 

Captain Pcmberton in clue course subnlitted the draft of a trentJ 
N I C ~  lie was instructed to negotiate-the tcrms of ~ h i c l l ,  were 
not only extremely moderate, but favourable on the mhole, to the 
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Bhotanese. It mas apparently agreed to by the Dhurma and Deb 
Rajas. and all the council except the Tongso Penlow, whose in- 
terests mere slightly affected by it. This howerer was made the 
ground for its final rejection by the Government. Captain Pember- 
ton thus sums up the results of his mission- 

"A nlissioa was deputed fro111 the supreme Go~emment  to the 
court of Bhotan under a belief that the rulers of that co~ultrywero 
kept in ignorance of the proceedings of their local officers, and that 
when known some decisive steps lrould be taken to guard against 
the probability of interruption to those amicable relations the con- 
tinuance of which was of vital illlportance to Bootan itself. I11 its 
progress through the country the mission was everywhere recei~ecl 
with marlred distinctioa, the E ~ v o y  was waited on by every 
Soubah (Jungpen) of the districts through which i t  passed, and 110- 

thing could h a ~ e  exhibited a more anxious desire to do llouour to 
the power that deputed i t  than the extreme respect with which the 
letters and presents of the Governor-General of India were received 
by the Deb and Dhnrn~a. Rajas of Bootan. Yet so wholly impotent 
is tlle GOT-ernalent of the country, and so lanlentable are the efiects 
of the contests for suprelnacy which have clevastnted Bootan for the 
last thirty years, that its rolers dare not enter into ei~gaqements 
which, howet.er cnlcult~ted to promote the general welfare, nlay 
indirectly ~ 1 ~ 1 1  with the inlaginary interests of a Pillo or Zimpe. 
During many protracted discussions held with the nlinisters of the 
Deb, el-ery argument mas used, and the most detailed esplmlations 
mere offered, to arrest the attention of the Governnleat, ancl to 
show the extreme hazard incurred by the nlisconduct of its oficers. 
Varions propositioils were submittecl nnd discnssed, nild the clraft 
of n treaty mm at  last prepared with the avowed coi~currellce and 
approval of the Deb nnd his ministers, who rel~entedly admitted, 
both in private and at  tho public durbars (atate receptioas>, that 
its provisions were unobjectionable ; they appointed n time for 
ratifyinw i t  by signature, and when the period for so doing arrived, 

T 
evaded lt on the most frivolous pretexts, t l ~ e  Deb to t l ~ e  last ad- 
mitting that he had no valid objections to offer, and that i t  I T R ~  cnl- 
cdtltcd to henefit his country by remn~ing nlnny existing causes of 
disatisfactinn. Tllcse opinions he held in conlnlon with the ex-Deb, 
the Pnro l'illo, the Tassi Zimpe, Wandipoor J~ulgpen, ~ n d  the Lam 
and Deb Zimpes ; nnd yet he arowed he dare not sign i t  as the 
Tongso Pillo objected." 

After a fruitless delay of upwards of five weeks, the mission left 
I h o n a k l ~ ~  on the !)th of Rlny, just as a contest for thc Debship was 
nbont to rn~nmence, the clni~nnnt being tlie ex-Deb, whose adherents 
had taken up a position in tlie fort of Telagong, about nine llliles 
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distant. On the morning of the mission's departure, a demonstra- 
tion of defiance was made, though the enemy mas miles away. The 
roof of the Dab's palace was covered with troops, who shouted, 
fired off' matchlocks and waved banners for a considerable time- 
pretty much apparently after the ' awe-inspiring demonstrations ' 
of the Chinese. The mission returned to the plains by the Buxa 
Pass, which was reached on the 18th of May. From thence it went 
on to Goalpara, on the Berhampooter, and from there returned to 
Calcutta. 

No satisfactory result followed Captain Pemberton's visit to 
Poonakha, and things continued to go on on the frontier as they 
had done before. During the year 18:39, twelve natives were car- 
ried offfrom British territory, one of whom died from his woundg, 
another was killed for attempting to escape, and a third WM 
mounded and thrown down a precipice, because he would not work, 

As  the only means of protecting the frontier, and puttiag a stop 
to these continued aggressions, the Government of India determined 
to talre the whole managemeilt of the Assam Doosrs, attach them 
in fi~ct, and pay the Bhotanese Government 10,000 rupees per 
annunl as compensation for the loss of revenue sustained by the 
control of the Dooars in question passing into the ]lands of the 
Indian Goveinn~ent. This measure was carried out in conforlllity 
with an order from the Governor-General (Lord Auclrland), dated 
6th September 1841, and i t  proved on the whole succesuful, as f ~ r  

the rnitls within the British frontier were concerned; but in- 
cursions from the hills on the villages in the Dooars themselves 
continued to go on for nlany years afterwards. 

IInving thus given a rbswnl6 of the relations which have existed 
between the Dr i t i~h  ancl Bhotan Cfovernlnents regarding the Aflsam 
Dooars, thnse connected with the I)ooars of Bengal require fi 

sinlilur notice ; the disputes connected with tl~euz 11nving giveu rise 
to more inlportnnt results than those which originated with 
former. 

I t  has nlreacly been shown a t  page 36 that a large estatc called 
~"Lmbaree Fsllncottah, situated within the British frontier, ma 
taken from the Zemindar of nvliantpore, and made over to nllotILn 
in 178.4. The yrnr following the attachment of thr Assfill1 l)oonra 
referred to ahore, i t  became the snl;ject of correspondence be- 
tween the nritinh and 13llotfin C+overnlnents ; tho lntter hnv' 
ing conlplained to the former of the conduct of R son of the 
Zeniindar of Bylrantpore, to whom i t  hncl let the estate in  911es- 
tion :-apparently being unaIjle to manage it through it4 onn 
officers, consequent on its being some twenty niiles inside ollr 

frontier. Referring to this lllntter Mr. Eden observes-"The 
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Rykantpore falllily always have considered that this land was 
\vrongfully taken from them and given to the Bootanese ; and the 
former, being a menlber of that  family, took the opportunity of 
endeavouring to regain possession of i t  by withholding the rent, 
and refusing to obey the orders of the Booteah officers. H e  also 
was accused of making inroads into Bootan from the estate, and of 
there secreting the plunder obtained in these raids. It was in fact 
s kind of no-man's-land. W e  had no authority there, and the 
Government of Bootan was unable to enforce its orders on its own 
subordinates." Ambaree Fallacottah consequently became a con- 
stant source of disturbance on the frontier, particularly so, as the 
Bhotanese had no means of reaching i t  except by passing through 
Britisli territory. The Governlllent of Bhotan, in this nlatter 
seems to have acted sensibly, by requesting the Indian Government 
to take the estate under its charge, and hold itself responsible for 
the due payment to the former of the net annual proceeds of the 
property. This proposition was agreed to, and in 1842 hmbaree 
Fallacottah was taken under British management. 

Outrages of a nature si~nilnr to those described on the Assam 
side, are stated to have been of periodical occurrence in the ~ ic in i ty  
of the Bengal Dooars, scarcely a year passing without sollie of then1 
talting plnce. The aggressors, i t  \\.as believed, were either Bhotan 
officials, or robbers protected by them. An interval of ten years 
however occurs, wherein, in the records at  m y  disposal, no details 
are given of specific outrages, though no doubt numbers occurred 
during that period. In 1852 an eleplla~lt valued at  n thousand 
rupees nTns stolen from n native resident at  Rungpore, by tlle 
Nieboo or Katnln of l[ynngoorie. The follo\~ing- yenr the s ~ n ~ e  
official stole nn elephant of lilie value from n person called 
An~ecrood~en,  nnd again in 1854 stole Ennm Jlnhomrd's elephant. 
In  the latter gear also, the house of one Dnooreah Dnss of Shaft- 
baree in Zillali 1 : u n ~ o r e  \ms attnclted, tlle owner liilled, llis nrife 
wounded, nnd fifty-two n~pees'mortll of property carrier1 off, One 
of t h ~  offenders, n man nn~ned Roopa, found protection fi.om the 
Icnttnn of R[ynngoorie, who treated the demands nlade for his 
surrender wit11 contenlpt. 

Thc next aerious o~ltrnpo occurring a t  this time is one hncing 
refcrc>nce to the Assam 1)nonrs. I t  a ~ p r a r s  that in 3Lnrch 1854, n 
mission nTns sent 1)y tllc IHlotau Goren~mcnt to C+owl~at t~  for the 
pnrposc of obtaining ml increase to thc nmo~lnt of compenq~tion 
annnnlly pnitl hy the T!ritish C:ovcrnment for tlle A ~ q a ~ l l  1)oonrs. 
The I ) e ~ ~ n ~ ~ g i r i  T:~,jn--rts i t  hns beco~ne tlie custom to call tlle 
J l ~ n ~ ~ ~ c n  in clial-ge of that paw-nncl nn uncle of the I)llurn~a 
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Raja, both of them near connections of the Tongso Penlow, mere 
the officials to whom this duty w m  entrusted. The nlission proved 
unsuccessful, and on its way back to Bhotan committed a series of 
robberies on the Dooars under British protection. 

The magistrate of Icamroop was directed to proceed to the scene 
of these robberies, with a company of the 2nd Assam Light Infantry, 
for the purpose of giving assurance and protection to the villagers, 
and while he was there, a party of the Dewangiri Raja's men were 
captured in the act of carrying off some Bhotanese who hndsettled 
in the Dooars. These men confessed to having perpetrated some 
of the robberies in conformity with direct orders from the Deman- 
giri Jungpen (Raja). 

While these cases were uncler inquiry, fresh robberies continued. 
Amongst others, a party of forty Bhotanese plundered a nlerchant 
narnecl Attum Chand of property to the value of between seven ~ u d  
eight thousand rupees. The robbers were believed to be in the 
service of the Dewangiri ICaja, and the Governor-General's agent 
in Assam reported to Government, that there could be no longer 
any doubt that the official in question was not only implicated in 
the outrages, but Itept organised bands of robbers for the purpose ; 
and further, that there was n strong suspicion that in so doing he 
was acting under the authority of the Tongso Peulow. 

The result of the representations made, and thlseats held out, tQ 
the Rhotan Government a t  this time, was, that i t  ordered tllr 
Tonpbo I'enlow to pzy into the Bhohnese treasury a ~11111 ofmone, 
in amount double that, which the value of the property plundered 
by his relative, the Dewangiri Rqja, wm estimated at.* The 
'I 'onpo Penlom, on receiving the order from the Deb Rqja to pal' 
thiv fine, wrote two very insolent letters to the  overn nor-Cfeuernl'g 
agent in Assam, abusing him for having addressed the Deb R n j ~  
direct with reference to the I)oonr robberies, in place of ]layin$ 
done so through him, inalting use of the following expression :--"I 
am a Raja like the Deb Raja-how can he injure me ? " At the 
same time, however, he soniewhnt inconsistently intimated that tile 
T)en-angiri Jungpen had been removed, and requested the Qo~ernor- 
General's went ,  Colonel (now (f~nernl) Jenltins, to pay halftlle 
anlount of the fine that liad been imposed upon him. 

Colenel J e~~ l i in s  m ~ d e  a detailecl report of recent occu~cncf's to 
the C+overnn~ent of India, ~ n c l  recommended the immedinte occupn- 

* Jfr. E(~wI Stntrq that it i.9 n common proceeding in Dhotnn, when A flrmllnd frnm 
the Eritirh (+o~reri~nimt is ~troiialy p-ppppd, for tll& o m c ~  rral,onqil,lr for t l l e o f f ~ n ~ ~  
co~nl~lnined of-to Iir rnnrle to pny snm of money fi.9 fine, \vhich irdivirlrdnm?~l@~ 
the nlprllll~rp of ~ ~ l l n r i l ,  anrl g r ~ t  crcrlit clninled for the ],unisliinrnt tllus inlllctrd; 
thonpll ~ ~ r ~ ~ l l n l ~ l s .  in thc ninjorit,y of instances, tllc members individunlly llavc con. 
llired nt and profited by the ofle~ice. 



tion of the Bengal 1)ooars as the only measure likely to be effective 
sliort of invading the countq-also that the value of the property 
plundeied by the Dewangiri Jungpen should be deducted from the 
conlpensatioilpaid for the Assam Dooars, and submitted the question 
as to whether the whole of the compensation then due should not 
be entirely withheld until the whole of the offenders denlanded by 
the magistrate had been surrendered. 

In  reply to this commuuication from Colonel Jenkins, the 
Goveinor-General (Lord Dalhousie) directed the following observs- 
tions and instructions to be conlrnunicated to that officer, bearing 
date January l l t h ,  1866- 

'( The Gor-ernor-General in Council, although he is most ailxious 
to avoid a collision with the Booteah Government, feels that i t  is 
impossible to tolerate the insolence and overbeariug tone of the 
Tongso Pealow's communications to his representative on the 
north-east frontier, and if i t  be tolerated the nlotires of the Govern- 
ment nlay be, and probably will be, misconstrued, and the con- 
sequences will be inore troublesome to the Governi~lent, and more 
i~ljurious to the interests of its subjects, than if at  once resented. 

" Ilis Lordship in Council therefore authorises the agent on the 
north-east frontier to point out to the Toilgso Penlow the extremely 
unbeconiing tone of his several com~uunications, and the innd- 
nlissibility of the requisitions which they contain ; to require him, 
on the part of the Governor-General in Council, to apologise for 
the dirl.espect which he has shown to his Lordship's represeatntive, 
nncl in his person to the Govern~uent of Indill; and to inform liinl 
tllnt, unless he forthwith accede to his denland, measures, which 
he will LB unnble to resist, and which will have the effect of 
crippling his authority on the frontier, will be put in force. TIle 
agent will, a t  the snnie time, infor~n the Toilgso Penlom that, 
uuder any circunistances the value of the property plulldered wit11 
tlic connivance of his brother, the l ~ t e  Uewangiri Raja, will be 
deducted fro111 the 13ootenh share of the Dooar revenues. It is not 
tholl:llt espedient to go beyond this, and to declare that payment 
of the ~ l la re  of tlie Doonr revenue mill be entirely withlleld ulltil 
all tlie offenders who have been cleiilnnded are surrendered. 

" If the nbove remonstrnnce should be responded to in a becorn- 
ing spirit, i t  will be sullicieut for the agent to warn the Tongso 
l'enlo\v t l i ~ t  t~ny repetition of the aggressive luovements of mllicll 
we 1ii~1.e rcccntly lind to complnin will be forthwith reselited 1ly the 
F N I I I ~ ~ I C ' ~ ~  occ~~l)atioii of the llengnl 1)oonrs. I t  is po~hible tllnt 
this ll~cllncc lilny I~ave tho desiretl elYect of bringing llorlle to the 
nlintl of tllc Tongso l'enlow tllc r~sl i  ~ ~ h i c h  hc i~lcurs by ciicourng- 



inp or permitting incursions into British temitory ; if not, and if 
there should be a recurrence of such incursions, the Governor- 
General in Council, deeming it a paramount duty to protect the 
subjects of the British Government, will have no alternative, and 
he  authorises the agent, in the possible event supposed, to tnlte im- 
mediate measures for the complete occupation of the Bengal Dooars, 
on the understanding that such occupation shall be permanent, and 
that  the aclmission of the Booteahs to a share of the revenue of 
those Dooars, shall rest entirely with the discretion of the Governor- 
General in Council. 

" His Lordship in Council is not unaware that the Deb Raja is 
the nominal head of the country, and that i t  is the conduct of the 
Tongso Penlow ancl his brother, the late Dewangiri Raja, and not 
the conduct of tlie Deb Raja, which has called for some measure of 
severity on the part of the British Government. But it is ob~ious 
that the Deb Raja, even-though he maybe ostensibly well disposed 
towards the Government, is unable, or unwilling, or remiss in his 
endeavours to restrain his subordinate chief, and i t  cannot be per- 
mitted that  for this want of power, or want of will, or want of 
pnerpry, the subjects of this Government shoulcl suffer. The Deb 
Raja must share in the penalty clue to the delinquencies of those 
who o m  his ~uthor i tp ,  and for whose acts of agg~ession on British 
territory he must be considered responsible." 

Colonel Jenkins immediatelp c~ r r i ed  out these instructions, 
forwarded a letter through the Dewan@i Raja to the TonPo 
Penlow, demanding an apology. The former at  fimt reported 
having clespatched the letter the moment i t  arrived, but pubst'- 
quentlp, when the non-receipt of an answer led to inqoi~ies, he 
apparently forpot what he had sai(1 before, and admitted ll~vi"6 
 upp pressed it, on tlie proundn that he wnn afraid of offendinp the 
Tongno Penlow by foi-mnrding it. Letters of npology mere lllti- 
matply received from the R h o t ~ n  Government, and on colone1 
.Tenlrin~'n recommendation, ncceptecI as snfficient. At Ramc 
time, the rnlne of the property plunderer1 by the men of the I)e- 
wnnfiri Raja, which was entimated at  2,868 rupees, wn.q dedllctpd 
fr13rn the Ansam I)ooer cornpensrstion lnoney then due, rind the 
balance pair1 over to  the nhotan Govprn~n~nt .  

Whilst thew letters of n,,nlopy were in course of transn~isqinn, 
fresh aggr~.qsion occurred, in the ahdllrtion of n person of cmdi'ler- 
nble lorn1 importance, n~mccl Arun Sing, the hclrcditary ~ t ~ m i n ~ ~ ~  
of Goomnr nooar, who had r ~ m o r ~ ( 1  hinigelf from I!hotnnrPe Pro' 
tection and talcen up l l i n  residence vit11in Ijritixll territory. Ire 
mas carried off into Tllintan 1,p an nrmr(l party from the ~ h ~ ' ' ' '  
Pass, headed by the official in chnrge of it. 
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I n  reference to  this case, the  Govenlor-General directed t h e  
punislllneut of t h e  oflenders to be demanded fronl the  Bhotan Go- 
vernment, as well as an apology for the  aggression ; warning it 
tha t  011 its failing to comply the  Government of India 11-odd hold 
itself free to take pennanent posse~sion of the  Bengal Dooars. Tlie 
Bhotan Government llonrever eradell complying, and the following. 
curious reply was received froill the  Deb Ra,ia- 

L 'You  h;we written to  ille to  release the  Zemindar and send llilll 
back, and tha t  i t  will not be well if I clo not do so. Tlle Zen~in-  
clar has all along been a servant of mine, nild you write to soy t h a t  
there will be a quarrel if he  is not sent bnclr. 1 have not done an 
inj~try  to  ally sul~ject  of your territory; there is no power greater 
t11an that  exercisecl b- tlie 13ouourable Conipnny and the Dhurma 
lbaja, and being on frienclly teriiis, i t  is not proper to v r i t e  about 
such trifled, but  i f  the Zeminclar has ~ ~ r i t t e n  to you, you will le t  
lne lanow, for even his doing so was improper." 

I n  forwarding this reply to the  C+oveniment, Colouel Jenlrins 
observeel tlrat, "as the  contrntion which appears to  bnve esistcd 
ihr so many years nmongst tlie chief families of Bhotnn for supreme 
gorernnient of the  country appears to be &ill cont in~~ed,"  there 
was no reasonable expcctntion tha t  any refor111 in its jurisdirtion 
i11 tlie Dooars would be effected, nrid tha t  be  mas of opinion tlint 
f~lrt l ier reference was useless, R I I ~  tha t  the  only measure ope11 to 
Government was the annexation of the  I3engal Dooars, bnt,  ns ill 
the c'ise of t l l o ~ e  of Assam, he proposed to allow the 1:liotan Go- 
~ e r n m e n t  n share of tlie revenue-expressing. a t  tlie sniile time the 
c~on\.iction, tha t  thc annexation would be consid(.red n great boon 
by tlie inliabitnnts of the  tract of country in question. 

MThile the I~idinnGovcrn~ne~i t  lind this matter uncler coll~ideration, 
two other outrngvs nyt.re r t p r t e d  to i t ,  undcr date 2ls t  Xovember 
lSS(i. I n  thc onp cas(\ n native ~ m d e r  I3ritish protection, llnilled 
Snlgarnm Osamal, 11nving gout across the  frontier to Al~lingooric to  
tractr, \\-as srlizcd n11c1 dr t : t in t~l  on the g~.o~ulds,  slated to be false, 
tllnt lie had in drposit, prolwrt,~ l)c.longing to n elcreased nliot:~nese. 
I n  tlrc other Case, a 1)arty of (tr~ilccl 1ii(~i1 employed by n 1311otnnese 
offic~inl t>ntcrc~l Conch I<ellnr nud carried oA' t l ~ r c e  nntitcs nnn~eci 
.T111)cc>l Doqs, I < ~ l ~ ~ t l o l i ~ l l ,  nnd I I c ~ r m o h ~ ~ n  ; nlso tlirco of their 
womm~, ns \vt.clll M oaah nl~d l>roperty vnlr~ctl a t  2,176 r ~ ~ p e c s .  Tlie 
nlan first n ~ r u t i o l ~ r d  and all tllc wonlc3n were relrrrs~d on the  pay- 
mrn t  of 1,400 rupccq ns n rnnsom, nnd the pl.ornise of n tl~onsnnd 
morr nt rt f ~ ~ t u r c  prriod ; ns security for tlie pnynlent of mliicl~, 
tlirec persons who n~gotintcd their ~*clrase were detnilletl. I n  rc.ply 
to n furnlnl nllplication for illc rclrnse of the  prisoners, niade by 

D D 
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the Governor-General's agent, he was told that Ramdolall owed 
nioney in B h o t ~ n ,  and could not be released unless his son liqui- 
dated the debt.* 

Coincident with these various acts of aggression, cattle lifting, 
including thefts of elephants, was of colnmon occurrence. Be- 
tween 1854 and 1857 seven cases were reported as having occurred 
on the Rungpore frontier, and in the latter year, five cases on the 
Cooch Behar frontier. The chief offender was believed to be the 
Icatma of Mynagoorie, against whom fifteen distinct charges had 
been registered. The Government of India now determined to 
adopt active measures, and as the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, 
S i r  F. IIallidny, was about to visit the north-eastern frontier, he 
was requested to report as to the course which seemed best suited 
to enforce better behaviour on the part of the Bhotanese:-the 
choice apparently lying between annexing the Bengal Dooars, or 
withholcling the compensation for those of Assam. A regiment 
was at  the same time ordered to the frontier. 

Sir F. IIalliday risited the frontier and after consulting 
('olonel Jenltins and several intelligent natives of local experience, 
he came to the conclusion the withholding of the conlpensntion for 
tlie Assam Dooars would be a ~unishment that would be lllore 
st.verely felt by the Tongso Penlow than the Government of 
Bhotan ;t and he seemed to thinlc that there were strong indica- 
tions of nn intention to adopt an improved foreign policy on the 
part of the Bhotan Government, the lllore so as certain obnoxious 
frontier officials had been dismissed, and tile rebellion which had 
n o  long thrown the conntry into confnsion had ceased. Sir li'. 1181- 
lidnp therefore thought that the Deb Rnja being ]low rt more free 
agent would pay more attention to the administrntion of the 
d.ollntrp, and the sen.son being too far advnnced for any active opera- 
tions, he suppeated that  n communication ~ ~ l ~ o t ~ l d  be sent to the 
I ) h ~ ~ r m n  and L ) P ~  R,zjaa, throrlgll the Tongso and Par0 Penlow: 
" Solemnly warning then, against trifling with the forbearance of 
the nlitish flovernment, ~ n a  once Inore, nvowedly for the In.qttinle9 
calling upon then1 to deliver up Arun Sing and ltarndol~11, or 

+ This man Rnrntlolnll, I-L~ W P I ~  Snlgnrnm Osnn,nl a1111 Jlnrmollnn, nlqo three 
rjorqonq I V I I ~  r ~ r n a i n ~ d  nq s ~ r n r i t , ~ ,  for th r  t11ollqnnll rIII)PPq ~ I I C  for tllr rnnconl nr  
. Inl lr~I  Do~q,  hnvp not hern s~~rrc l~derp t l  n p  to the prpsmt timr. 7'Ilr.y 2l.c q l l ~ ~ l ) ~ ' " "  

f o  llnve hern rnmri l  off into nllotsn slnveq, in wflicll cnpncitg, if still nlitc, lhcy 
nloqt ~)rol)ahly rontinnr to I)r. 

t Mr. Edm, in r ~ f c r c n c e  to this  vipw, ~tateq-" There ~ r ~ n ~ q  to llnrc nri~rn n'lnllt 
t h i s  tinlo n c l i r iou~ i i l ~ z ,  tha t  the Tollgro Ppnlorv rvnq n nlnn ~ v ~ l l  ilispoQ1"l 
1 ) I l I '  C o W m m ~ n t ,  %nil Irsq to I,l;lme than tllp otllpr oflicinls. Why qllrh 
*11$)111r1 l l n v ~  IIC~PI I  ~ n t ~ r t n i n t v l  i q  not  r l ~ l j t ~  intrlligitjlc. for though tlli'rc llnd I'crn 
~)ntrlKeq on t h r  wrqterl~ frontirr nr 1vel1 nqon the mqtrm, thc Tongqo I'mlotv Iln" 

tllrl)llqtlollt tl'cnted our Government wit11 nnvnrqing illsolcncc and ill-collccrlcd 
contempt." 
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abide by such measures as the British Government may, in failure 
of full satisfaction, adopt on its o m  account towards the vindica- 
tion of its right ruld powers." Failing colnpliance with the ulti- 
matum, the course Sir F. Halliday proposed to adopt was the 
annexation of Ambaree Fdlacottah and Jelpaish-territory, as 
already shown, ceded to Bh0ta.n in 1784 and 1787 respectively.' 

Sir F. I-Inlliday thus describes tlie feeliugs of the people of the 
Dooars a t  this tiine in respect to their appreciation of the Bho- 
tanese rule-" Various endeavours have been made bv the heacls 
of villages in the country opposite to Julpigoorie to persuade t,he 
British authorities to invade the Dooars, and free them from the 
oppressive Goverliment of Bhotan. JIessages t o  that effect have 
been sent across, and a deputation of heads of villages attempted 
to see me, probably with that object, but I declined to give them 
an interview. Assurances were conveyed through our own sub- 
jects, that the people of the Doonrs were very inxious to come 
under our rule, and i t  was intimated that if we would only send 
troops, all supplies would be ready for them without e ~ ~ e l ~ s i . ~  I t  
n-ns also nsserted by t.he better informed natives on the frontier, 
that a very little encouragement would induce the people of the 
Dooars to rise upon their l3hotaiiese rulers. But  to those and simi- 
lar comm~mications Sir F. IIalliday gave no encourageilzent. 

The Indian Governnient adopted the ~ e w s  of Sir F. IInllic'.av 
with reference to the espediency of maliing oue more demand, in 
tlie form of an ultimntulll, for the surrender of the nntives who hnd 
been ~bducted. Failing ininiecliate compliance, i t  nras deternlined 
to take permanent possession of Ambaree Fallncottah, within our 
own frontier line, and follow up tlie iiieasure by the occupation 
and retention of Jelpaish within that of Bhotan. I11 the mew-  
tinie the intention of stationing a military force on the frontier mas 
carried out; a cantonment being established a t  Julpigol*ie, and the 
7Rrd Natire Infantry, with a detachment of the 11th Irregular 
Cavalry, was posted there. 

A t  tliis period, however, the sepoy inutiny broke out, nnd i t  mas 
iniprobnble that nny troops mould be available to enforce the 
threats of the Govcninieut, i t  was deenied advisable a t  the time 
that this find denland should not be made : the nlore so, as the 

* In rrfereiirr to the cesqion of Jrlpsiah, Sir F. Hallidap remarks that-" The 
.Telpniqh t r ~ c t  on the left bnnk of tllc Tprstn river in llootrnl \vns nndo~~l~tcdlv part 
mi l  l~nrcel of tjllr nykantl>orc Zrmlndarce of Riingporr hclonging to the l k j a  of 
.Jiilpiaoric, nnil i t  in still looked npon by tlint old f ~ ~ n i l y  ant1 its retnincrs xnd dr- 
prn(l(~~ltq, nnd indcctl hy tlir \!hole rolintrv ~ i d r ,  as part of tlirir old domn~n, iin- 
prnprrlg givrn 1111 to tlir llootcnl~r, and likclv gome dav or otlirr to I)e recovrral. 
.Telpni~ll irwlf, whirl1 is not fnr from the noitnn fort of'll~oina~oorie, is tlic sitr of 
the old family temple of t l ~ e  Uyknntpore fnrnily." 

n u  2 
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attention of Government was absorbed by matters of much greater 
importance. 

About this time a raid on rather an extensive scale was made 
into Cooch Bellai by a party of between three and four hundred 
men coliimancled by Bl~otan officials. I n  the first instance, 1'29 
buffaloes and two herdsmen were carried off, and two days after- 
wards tlle home of Sakaloo I'armaniclr plundered, and property 
estimated at  20,93(i rupees talcen away. In this affair four native 
watchme~l ancl two relatives of the owner of the house were carried 
into captivity. 
-1 representation was now made to the Deb Raja requiring the 

release of all the British and Cooch Behar subjects then in con- 
finement, in default thereof, punishment being threatened. Tlie 
result of t l ~ i s  was that tlle oficer in charge of the Bhullra Doonr 
receirecl an order from the Deb Itaja to investigate the case, whicli 
ended in the oficial in qliestion coming to the place of meeting 
nttended by n consiclerable body of armed retainers, and after con- 
ducting liin~self in a violent manner, re f~~s ing  to take any steps 
towards in\ estigating the outrage complained of, until a rerisiou 
was made of the frontier boundary. I n  a commnnication to Govern- 
ment, dated 9th Marc11 1859, reporting tlie concluct of this ofxcifil, 
Colonel Jenkins stntecl, '( Nothing, I conceive, will effectually put 
a atop to these cIaling inroacls, but the posting of a considerable 
force of Government troops, dirposed in one or tmo detachmentq, 
on tlie frontier of Coocli 13ehar ; but the mere presence of these 
ganrcls will not be sufficient, I fear, to induce the nooteall authori- 
iies to give lip the mlfortunate inrliviclual,~ now cletained in captivitJ', 
nncl the restit~ltion of the ralue of the property ~vhich has fronl 
time to time been plundered froln the border villages, except bytlle 
actual occupation of one or more of the Dooars until our denlands 
ure f d l y  cwmplied with. The superior officers of Eontan ure 1)09fli- 

ble n7cll di*posecl towards our Governineut, but they have no con- 
trol o17er the Suubahs or their subordinate Icatmns, as I hare oftell 
nttelupted to point ont, tlnrl ~ i l~ less  oar Ciovernmcnt thom~el\t* 
p~~n i s l l  the Sonbahs by tlie attachment of tJle Jlooars, our captilt' 
fiubjects and d~pc~nclcuts, who cnllllot eacnpc or eflect their own 
rnn.rom, will entl their days in confinc~nent, and those who hflic' 
1wen forcibly robbc~rl mill in vain loolc for the restoration of their 
property froni thtl srlprerne Chvern~nent of 1:ootnn." 11s Yf'Ar 

18,>!) advanced, fresh aggressions were roportetl, and amongat o t j l ~ r  
occurrences thr? I)cb Raja in rrply to a furlher dcn~and al~olit Rur- 
r~nclerin:: the prisoners, cleclaled that Artui Sing had died, because 
liiv days mere numbered. 
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Coloiiel Jenlrins naturally considered any further atteiilpts to 
obtain redress in a friendly manner hopeless, and urged the im- 
inediate annexation of Anibaree Fallacottali and Jelpaish. Tlie 
then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal (Sir J. Gmnt) llowever did 
not take so uiifavourable a view of the Deb Raja's answer, and 
thought that the execution of the measure proposed should be lrept 
in reserve for some new occasion ; as he thought that there was 
some advantage in the Bhotanese possessing land, the annexation 
of which, in the event of misconduct, could be held out as a practi- 
cal menace. These views did not meet with tlie support of che 
Governor-General (Lord Canning) who adopted the opinions of 
Colonel Jeiilriiis, in as far as related to Fallacottali, and directed 
that the estate should be talteii possession of, aiid n narrative of 
the circun~staiices which had rendered the liieasure necessary, sent 
to tile Bhot<m Governiiient, coupled with a requisition for the 
restoration of tlie captives aiid punishlnent of the offenders;-full 
collipliance with these demands being the only ternis on which the 
territory would be given back to Bhotaii. 

The orders of the Governor-General mere put in force in RIarch 
1860, but soniewliat iniperfectlp carried out, through sonle 11iis- 
ap~rehension on the part of the local officers. Intimation that the 
territory had been seized was sent to the Bhotan authorities, but 
the letter giving theill a chance of recovering it, was not sent, and 
tlie matter was allowed to stand as i t  mas ; the C+orernnient not 
deeming it expedient to disavow tlie acts of its agents. The J u n ~ -  
pea of I>halimltote however liiade frequent de~ilaiids for the rent 
of Anibaree Fallacottah, and was placed in fall possession of tht. 
circumstnnces 11nclcr which the attachment had been ~iiade ; being 
p i ~ c n ,  at  the same time, clearly to uiide~.stand, tllrtt the payment 
would recomiiiencc as soon na the coilinlands of the British Goveni- 
m ~ n t  lind bern complied with. 

Tllis mensure (thc attachment of Fallacottah) does not appear 
to have been prodnrtive of much improvenicnt, as sllowli by tllc. 
fact that enrly in ,Tnnuary ( l H G 1 )  the I3hotnn frontier offici:~l ~t 
(:opnl~~~nge, sent o~ cr a party of liis retainers into 13ritish territory, 
~ h o  tool< away a vn1u:hle c~lcpliant from n Mr. l'yne, the manager 
of n proprrty b~longillg to 1I~ssrs .  I)c.nr and Co., a t  Silligoorie, on 
the rontl to 1):~rjccling. JIr. I'yne trnced liis elepl~ant to Oopal- 
FrIinKc', whPrc i t  \vns in the possession of the official refcrrccl to- 
\vllo, far from nttciilpting to deny the fact, not only admitted it, 
1)ut dct-lined to give the nnimnl up unless he receivcd a yrescnt ol 
::00 rllptw, a gun and R tral~~rope-a pr~ceedinp in wlrich lit. 
worlld seen1 to I in~c  been fully borne out by tlie Deb I<nj~; for in 



the lnonth of April following, when Colonel Jenkins addressed the 
latter, delnanding the release of the elephant, he declared that it 
belonged to Bhotm, but  added, " if you be in need of the elephant 
give cash rupees 300 with gun and telescope, and you shall have 
it."* The authenticity of this letter was at  the time doubted, but 
subsequent inquiries favoured the belief that i t  was actually written 
by  the Deb Raja, establishing pretty clearly the fact that the 
forcible removal of property from within the British territory was 
not only sanctioned by the highest authority in Bhotan, but the 
plsofits also, accruing therefrom, apparently participated in by 
him. 

I n  September 1861, a raid was made from the Banska Dooar into 
Cooch Behar, and four elephants and four Mahouts (elephant 
drivers) carried off, which however were recaptured by some of the 
Raja's people. The Raja of Cooch Behnr however took advantnge 
of this opportunity to submit to the British Government n list of 
seventeen elephants, which had been from time to time carried off 
from his territory. 

Shortly after this lnst occurrence, the Jungpen of Dhalimkote 
wrote to Dr. Campbell, the Superintendent of Dar,jeeling, and 
stated that having represented to the Dhurma and Deb R a j ~ s  the 
circumstances connected with the attachment of Fallttcottnh, he 
had received instructions to arrange a meeting with the Superin- 
tendent for the purpose of making inquiries about the delinquents. 
Dr. Campbell consulted the Governor-General's agent (now Alajor 
Hopkinson), with reference to the propriety of complying with the 
request, who, seeing little or no hope of any satisfactory result fronl 
the interview,recommended that  i t  should not be granted. At the 
same time however Major EIopltinson addressed a letter to 
Bengal Government, recommending the appointment of a mission1 

in sodoing, thus expressed himself with reference to the political 
position of the Deb Raja-" I am inclined to think t h ~ t  it 
is almost unreasonable to expect any satisfnction from the Deb 
Raja, and though for some purposes, i t  may be a useful fiction to 
Resume that we are in correspondence wit11 him and nothing else, 
nothing short of our having a European functionnly pennnnentl~ 
stationed at  the court of the Deb could give assurance to our corn- 
munications reaching him." The establishment of such 8 Per- 
manent agent, Mttjor IIopkinson also thought would be the best 
means of paving the way for friendly intercourse with J,~-q*a- 

A demand which was mad? at the Rnnle tlmr for thr ~urrrnrler of nritfsh 
Cmch nehar euh~ectu detained in cnpt iv i t~  met with no bettcr s u W 8 S  than the 
appllcatlon for the release of the elephant. 
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The Bengal Government approved of Major Hopkinson's 
suggestion respecting the dispatch of a mission, and the appoint- 
ment of an agent a t  the Bhotan court, and recomniended the same 
to the supreme Govelnn~ent of India :-the mission of the Hon. 
Ashley Eden was the result of this recommendation. 

APPENDIX C. 
Transkc~tion of the Domynoat lultich Jfi. Eden sigtzed under corn- 

pulsion. 

AGREEMENT. 

THAT from to-dny there shall always be friendship between the 
Feringees (English) and the Bhotanese. Fornlerly the I)hurnla 
Raja and the Company's Queen were of one mind, and the sanie 
friendship exists to tlie present day. Foolish men on the frontier 
having caused a disturbance, certain Inen belonging to the British 
power, living on the frontier hnve taken Bulisusui (Julpigorie ?) 
between Cooch Behw mid the Kani Ryja, and Ambnree, near the 
border of Siliim, m d  then between l3anslra and Gomalpwah, 
ltangamnttee, Bolralibaree, Notteeamaree, Papareebnree, Arioetta, 
and the11 tlie seven Eastern Dooars. Then certain bad nien on the 
Bhoteali side stole men, cattle, and otlier property, and comniitted 
thefts micl robberies, ancl the Feringees' men plundered property and 
burnt down llouses in 1:hotan. By reason of these bad men re- 
alaining, the rpots s~ltferecl great trouble ; and on this account the 
Governor-Cjcneral, with a good intention, sent an envoy, Mr. Eden, 
wit11 letters and presents, and sent with him Cheeboo Lama, the 
RIilii~ter of Silii~u, tknd on tllrir coming to the Dliuriiia and Deb 
Kajas, nlnlting petition, a settleni~nt of a pernianent nature lins 
been mnde by both parties. The 1)Iinnna Knja will send one agent 
to the end  and one to the west ; when tllcy s11all arrive on the 
frontier of the Coiiipniiy's tcrritory, they s11nl1, after an interview 
with tlie Tiering(ws' ngcnts, receive baclr the tracts abore iilentioned 
helonging to Ilhotnn, and nf'ter these shall be given back, and on 
full proof hring given against persons charged with cattle stenling, 
kc., tlie 1:criii~cc.s will snrr~ncler such offenders to tlie Bbotaneso, 
nnd the I~liotaurse will in lilie ninnner ~urrender oflendrrs to the 
1;"eringeeq. 11flcr that encli slinll tnlte charge of his own territory, 
look after his own ryots, n~ltl renlniii on friendly terms, and c o n ~ ~ n i t  
no aggr~ssinns, nnd the s1111j~ctq of either State going into the 
neiglibouring State shall bc treated ae brothers. 
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If, notwithstanding, any bad men on either side shall commit 
any aggression, the rulers of the place in which the offender lives 
shall seize and punish him. And as Cheeboo Lama is the in- 
terpreter between the Feringees .and the Bhoteahs, the Siltirnese 
are therefore henceforth to assist the Bhoteahs. W e  have written 
above that the settlement is permanent; but who knows, pel.haps 
this settlelnent is made with one word in the niouth and two in 
the heart. If, therefore, this settlement is false, the Dhur~ns 
Raja's demons (names omitted) will, after deciding ~ybo is true or 
false, take his life, and take out his liver and scatter i t  to the mind8 
like ashes. The Bhotan army will take possession of Siliim, and if 
the Raja of Cooch Behar shall attempt to talre any land belonging 
to nhotan, the Bhotan Government, the Silrirn Government, and 
the Conlpany will invade Cooch Behar. If the Feringees attelnpt 
to talre land from Bhotnn, the Bhoteahs, Sikimrse, and Behnrees 
will invade the Company's territory ; and if the Beliar Eaja shall 
inrade Sikim, the Bhotanese, Silrimese, and the Compnny shall 
inrade Behnr. Whichever of the four States, Bhotnn, Ferinpee, 
Ijehar, Silrim, commit agpres~ion, the other three ,shall punish it; 
nnd if, whilst this agreelilent remains, any other enemy shall ari~c 
to any of the States, the others sllall all assist him. This a p e -  
ment is made between the Feringees and the Bhotanese- rind 
this is the seal of the l)hurmn and n e b  Iiajas. 

Seal here attached. 

(8igned) LISI-ILEY EDEX. 
(Under co~npulsion.) 

The year Singee, 21st month, Tlanopipa. 

THE END. 

r .osnoy  
P R I N T R D  B Y  R P O T T I B W O O D R  A N D  C O .  

N E W - S T R E E T  BQUAHB 
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